
North Presbyterian Church 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

February 5, 2023 
10:15 a.m. 

 
WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD 

 

Greeting, Welcome, Announcements 
 

Prelude You Satisfy the Hungry Heart arr. Carter 
 

Call to Worship 
Let your light shine! 
We are the salt of the earth. 
Let your light shine! 
We are the light of the world. 
Let your light shine! 
Praise the Lord for the gifts that God has given us! 
Let your light shine! 

 

Prayer of Invocation 
 

*Hymn 670 From the Rising of the Sun 

(Please pass “Joys and Concerns” to center aisle to be collected during the singing of the hymn.) 
 

*Call to Confession 
 

*Prayer of Confession 
Almighty God, we have asked for your righteous judgment against others, but we have not 
acknowledged the sin in our own lives. We have worshiped you with our lips, but have 
dishonored you with our actions. We have prayed for you to end the suffering in our world, 
yet we have not practiced compassion and generosity toward others. Our religion has 
become the source of quarreling rather than a testimony to your grace. Forgive our self-
righteousness and give us integrity of heart, that we may shine forth the light of your 
salvation, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

*Silent Confession (A time for personal confession of sin) 
 

*Assurance of Forgiveness 
Hear the good news! 
God loves us. God forgives us. 

 

*Response 
We are forgiven.  We are forgiven.  Thanks be to God.  Thanks be to God. 
We are forgiven.  We are forgiven.  Thanks be to God.  Thanks be to God. 

 

*Passing of the Peace 
Having received Christ’s peace, let us share it by turning to our neighbors and greeting them, saying “May the 
peace of Christ be with you!”  

 



Anthem On God, and Not on Human Trust Pachelbel 

On God, and not on human trust, my earthly stand I’ve taken; 
On Him who made me out of dust I build with faith unshaken; 
I trust His hands who understands, for all that He bestoweth  
Is good as He best knoweth. 

 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Scripture Psalm 112 Page 563 
 Matthew 5:13-20 Page 4 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon “Becoming Righteous” 
 

WE RESPOND AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 

Offertory Come, Let Us Eat (Hymn 528) arr. Carter 
 

Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow: 
Praise God all creatures here below; Alleluia; Alleluia; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost; 
Alleluia; Alleluia; Alleluia; Alleluia; Alleluia. 

 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
(Please note: while our prayers refer to wine, we use only non-alcoholic grape juice in communion.) 

The Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
 

Hymn 523 You Satisfy the Hungry Heart 
 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Holy God, creator of the universe…those who sing your praise: 



  
We praise you…in joy and grateful praise: 
   

  
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit…Christ teaches us, saying: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 
Prayer after Communion 

Nourishing God, thank you for inviting us to your table where all are welcome, and 
for feeding us with the bread of life and quenching our thirst with the cup of 
blessing. As you have filled our lives with love and hope, may we be a source of your 
love and hope for others who hunger and thirst for good news. Amen. 

 

*Hymn 755 Alleluia!  Laud and Blessing 
 

WE DISPERSE TO SERVE GOD IN THE WORLD 
 

*Charge 
 

*Benediction 
 

Postlude Postlude in D Willan 
 
 
*Please stand as you are able 



 
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS TODAY 

Liturgist: Jim Loree 
Live Stream: Matt Bottorff 
Ushers: Kerri & Randy Bigler 

  



Hymns 
Hymn 670 From the Rising of the Sun 

From the rising of the sun to the going down of the same, the name of the Lord shall 
be praised.  From the rising of the sun to the going down of the same, the name of the 
Lord shall be praised. 

So praise ye the Lord.  Praise ye the Lord.  From the rising of the sun to the going down 
of the same, the name of the Lord shall be praised.  

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License # A-700789. All rights reserved. 

Hymn 523 You Satisfy the Hungry Heart 

Refrain:  You satisfy the hungry heart with gift of finest wheat; come give to us, O 
saving Lord, the bread of life to eat. 

As when the shepherd calls his sheep, they know and heed his voice, so when you call 
your family, Lord, we follow and rejoice.  Refrain. 

With joyful lips we sing to you our praise and gratitude that you should count us 
worthy, Lord, to share this heavenly food.  Refrain. 

Is not the cup we bless and share the blood of Christ out-poured?  Do not one cup, one 
loaf, declare our oneness in the Lord?  Refrain. 

The mystery of your presence, Lord, no mortal tongue can tell:  whom all the world 
cannot contain comes in our hearts to dwell.  Refrain. 

You give yourself to us, O Lord; then self-less let us be, to serve each other in your 
name in truth and charity.  Refrain. 

Text and Music © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia. Published by International Liturgy Publications, P. O. Box 50476, Nashville, TN 
37205. www.ilpmusic.org. All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License # A-700789. All rights 
reserved. 

Hymn 755 Alleluia!  Laud and Blessing 

Alleluia!  Laud and blessing to our God, whose Word is sure; by whose grace we find 
redemption, in whose love we live secure.  Righteousness and rich compassion shall 
attend us all our days; may God’s promise to be faithful echo through our songs of 
praise!  

Alleluia!  God sustains us; matchless are the gifts we share:  light in darkness, hope in 
conflict, answers to our deepest prayer.  Ours to give as we are given:  arms to lift 
when others fall; images of God’s great goodness, faithful servants to God’s call. 

Alleluia!  Holy Parent, all your children now reclaim; may our lives reflect your justice, 
heirs to your most sacred name.  Fill our hearts with understanding, brace our 
weakness by your might; awesome honor, born in wisdom; your great glory, our 
delight! 

Text © 2011 Michael Morgan (admin. Faith Alive Christian Resources). All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted with 
permission under ONE LICENSE, License # A-700789. All rights reserved. 

  



Scripture Readings 

Psalm 112 
1Praise the LORD!  Happy are those who fear the LORD, who greatly delight in his 

commandments. 2Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be 

blessed.  3Wealth and riches are in their houses, and their righteousness endures forever.  4They rise 

in the darkness as a light for the upright; they are gracious, merciful, and righteous.  5It is well with 

those who deal generously and lend, who conduct their affairs with justice.  6For the righteous will 

never be moved; they will be remembered forever.  7They are not afraid of evil tidings; their hearts 

are firm, secure in the LORD.  8Their hearts are steady, they will not be afraid; in the end they will look 

in triumph on their foes.  9They have distributed freely, they have given to the poor; their 

righteousness endures forever; their horn is exalted in honor.  10The wicked see it and are angry; they 

gnash their teeth and melt away; the desire of the wicked comes to nothing. 

 

Matthew 5:13-20 
13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? 

It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 
14“You are the light of the world.  A city built on a hill cannot be hid.  15No one after lighting a 

lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.  16In 

the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory 

to your Father in heaven. 
17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to 

abolish but to fulfill.  18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one 

stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished.  19Therefore, whoever breaks one of 

the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the 

kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of 

heaven.  20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will 

never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

 

 

 



CALENDAR

Sunday, February 5 

  9:00 am Adult Ed/Library 

 Bible Study/S-261 

10:15 am Worship/Live Stream 

11:15 am Coffee/Fellowship/DR 

 Choir Practice/Choir Room 

  2:00 pm Chinmaya Mission Bala Vihar/Chapel 

Monday, February 6 

  9:00 am Circuit Class/WH 

  9:30 am Yoga/Chapel 

10:00 am Chair Yoga/WH 

 6:00 pm Sheila’s Jazz Aerobics/WH 

 7:00 pm Latin Dance Class/WH 

 Advocacy and Outreach/Zoom 

Tuesday, February 7 

  9:30 am Staff Meeting/Ofc 

10:00 am Adult Ed/Lib 

 Leslie Bahler/Chapel 

  1:00 pm Leslie Bahler/Chapel 

  1:30 pm Bible Study/Zoom 

  7:00 pm Finance/Lib 

Wednesday, February 8 

  9:00 am EGA/WH 

  1:00 pm Women of North/Lib 

  6:30 pm WNY Improv/Chapel 

Thursday, February 9 

  9:30 am Yoga/Chapel 

  4:30 pm Leslie Bahler/Chapel 

  6:00 pm Home InsteadWH 

  7:00 pm HR Committee/Zoom 

Friday, February 10 

  4:30 pm BRAVO Workshop 

  6:30 pm OneWorld Choir Practice/Chapel/DR 

Saturday, February 11 

  9:00 am Suzuki Violinists/WH/DR 

  9:30 am BRAVO Workshop 

10:00 am Leslie Bahler/N-102 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, February 12 

  9:00 am Adult Ed/Library 

 Bible Study/S-261 

10:15 am Worship/Sunday School/Live Stream 

11:15 am Coffee/Fellowship/DR 

 Choir Practice/Choir Room 

11:30 am BRAVO Workshop 

  2:00 pm Chinmaya Mission Bala Vihar/Chapel 

 BRAVO Concert/Sanctuary 

 

 

To see a complete list, go to 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-

north-star/.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALL FOR LITURGISTS, USERS, AND LIVE STREAM 

CAMERA OPERATORS 

We are in need of liturgists, ushers, and live stream 

camera operators for our Sunday worship services. Call or 

email the church office if you would like to help out in 

this way:  632-1330 or n.church.npc@gmail.com. 
 

AGO—American Guild of Organists 

CSS—Congregation Shir Shalom 

EGA—Embroidery Guild 

GS—Girl Scouts 

DR—Dickinson Room  

FJC—Family Justice Center 

FONP—Friends of Night People 

Kit—Kitchen 

LE3—Before and After School Program 

Lib—Library 

MG—Memorial Garden 

Ofc—Church Office 

WH—Westminster Hall 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday  

8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Friday 8:00 am - 12:00 pm 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
mailto:n.church.npc@gmail.com


 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

ADULT ED:  9 a.m. in the Library 
Come join the Adult Ed group that meets in the library on Sundays at 9 am.  Join in on our 
conversations where the topics we discuss lead to questions of how we can live faithfully.   

February 12 & 19 – A two-part series led by Jim Atwood on the environment based on the Biblical 
perspective from Genesis 2:15, “The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to serve and 
preserve it.” 

• Feb. 12 – This session will center on Global Warming and Energy 

• Feb. 19 – The focus for this session is Food and Agriculture:  Food Insecurity and the 
Environment 

Adult Ed classes will be held jointly in person and on Zoom.  If you wish to join the class via Zoom, 
please check the Thursday News from North email or contact Debbie Katz debbie.katz55@gmail.com for 
a link.  Classes begin promptly at 9 a.m. 

Follow the weekly bulletin and the church’s Thursday News from North email for more information 
about future topics from the Adult Ed group. 

Join us in the Adult Education class and grow your faith among friends. Everyone is welcomed.  

BIBLE STUDY:  9 a.m. in Room S261 
Please join us on Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. in Room S261 for Bible study. 

TUESDAY AFERNOON BIBLE STUDY 
Bible study is held every Tuesday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. via Zoom.  If you are interested 
in joining, please call the church office or email n.church.npc@gmail.com. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Here are Sunday school dates for the rest of the year: 

February:  2/12/23, 2/26/23.  We are working on a service project to go along with our curriculum. 

March/April:  3/12/23 with an inter-generational event after worship this date, 3/26/23, 4/2/23, 4/16/23, 

4/30/23 with an inter-generational event after worship this date.  

May/June:  5/14/23, 5/21/23, 6/11/23 and 6/18/23 with an inter-generational event after worship this date. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Debbie Hutton: 716-903-1053 or 

dsnyder97@yahoo.com. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
A Congregational Meeting is called for February 26, 2023 immediately following the Worship Service.  
The meeting, which will open at approximately 11:15 a.m., is for the purpose of electing elders and 
deacons, electing at-large members of the Nominating Committee, reviewing the budget, approving the 
Pastor's terms of call, and conducting other business appropriate for a congregational meeting. 

WOMEN OF NORTH 
Women of North will meet on Wednesday, February 8 at 1 pm in the church library. We will continue 
the project we started at our January meeting, reviewing photos of church activities of the past. It was a 
lively gathering with lots of conversation as we uncovered familiar faces and situations. Come and help 
identify events and people or come just to learn about the celebrations and social gatherings in the 
history of North Church. All are welcome.  

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS 
The Lenten Soup and Study is back!  Please plan to join us on Tuesdays during lent from 
5:30 to 7 p.m. for a soup and study supper in Westminster Hall.  We will begin on February 

mailto:debbie.katz55@gmail.com
mailto:n.church.npc@gmail.com
mailto:dsnyder97@yahoo.com


21 with a Shrove Tuesday pancake supper. The following five Tuesdays we will enjoy a soup supper 
prepared by the Deacons and a time of study with Pastor Bill.  If you plan to attend, please call the 
church office at 716-632-1330 or email n.church.npc@gmail.com so we can plan accordingly. 

A hearty thank you to the sixty-three individuals and families who have submitted a pledge so 

far, but still there are 15 members who pledged last year who we haven’t heard from yet.  We 

need everyone to join the team and help complete this year’s stewardship campaign.   

PLEDGE CAMPAIGN 2023 
The Annual meeting is only a few weeks away, and it is always helpful by the time of the meeting to 
have a reasonably accurate picture of what the financial picture looks like for the new year.  The best 
information available is based on pledges.  Last year $224,194 was pledged and so far this year the total 
is $187,313.  That’s a significant gap which somehow must be filled. 

There is no official end date for the pledge campaign and all gifts are welcome.  If you are unable to 
make a financial commitment, a contribution of your time and talent is equally important.  There are 
many committees that are critical to the life of the church that are often searching for members.  A good 
place to begin your search is by calling the office at 716-632-1330.  Please join the Team in the way that 
best fits your needs.  

Thank you and God Bless everyone.  ~ The Stewardship Team 

P.S.  If you can’t find your pledge card, please call the office and one will be mailed.  Cards are also 
available on the table in the Narthex on Sunday mornings. 

HELP FILL THE SHOPPING CART! 
For the month of February, we are collecting SOUP.  Please place your donations in the shopping cart 
parked in the narthex and remember that reusable bags are always appreciated.  Many families are being 
helped with your generous donations!  Thank you for your continued support! 

BRAVO WORKSHOP AND CONCERT 
North Presbyterian Church will host the BRAVO International Chamber Music Workshop, 
an international chamber music weekend that features coaching and master classes with 
Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra (BPO) principal cellist Roman Mekinulov, well-known 
Western New York pianist Mary Handley, and distinguished members of the BPO, from 

February 10-12. Local musician-students, ranging in age from 10 to 18, have been selected to 
participate in this prestigious workshop—which has built an impressive reputation during its 15+ years 
of immersing students in the world of chamber music—which will culminate in a concert open to the 
public on Sunday, February 12, at 2:00 p.m. at North Church. Admission for Church Members is $8.00 
at the door. 

BOOK GROUPS 
Everyone is invited to participate in a book group discussion. Groups meet in the church library on the 
third and fourth Wednesdays of the month.  Below are the books up for discussion and the meeting 
times/dates. 

• February 15, 10 a.m., A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens 

• February 22, 1 p.m., Pay It Forward by Catherine Ryan Hyde 

• March 22, 1 p.m. The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison 

• April 26, 1 p.m., The Art of Hearing Heartbeats by Jan-Phillip Sendker and Kevin Wiliarty 
 
  

mailto:n.church.npc@gmail.com
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1953.A_Tale_of_Two_Cities?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=agTU56TfLQ&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/215631.Pay_It_Forward?ref=nav_sb_ss_2_10
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11337.The_Bluest_Eye?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=msKIRORad9&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11331421-the-art-of-hearing-heartbeats?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_19


MINISTERS: THE CONGREGATION 

Pastor/Head of Staff:  The Rev. William T. Hennessy 
Administrative Assistant:  Reyne Jankowski 
Facilities Caretaker:  Mike Callaghan 
Facilities Caretaker:  Mike Donovan 
Director of Music, Organist:  Marlene Harrington 
Bookkeeper:  Karen Thomas 
Childcare Supervisor:  Regina Koteras 
Coordinator of Sacred Arts:  Olivia Ebsary  
Youth Director, Northtowns:  Mack Barker 
Director of Music, Children & Youth:  Alanna Carlins 
Musical Assistant: Kurt Ebsary 

 
 

Our Church Officers 
Clerk of Session:  Mitch Roemer 

Treasurer:  Brad Hahn 
Assistant Treasurer:  Mary Beth Karr 

Class of 2023 Class of 2024 Class of 2025 
Louise Cooper Randy Bigler Marcia Hunt 

Warren Marcus Olivia Ebsary Jim Atwood 
Dick Mesmer Cynthia Machamer  
Tom Miller Debbie Hutton  

Sheridan Skura Debbie Katz  

Board of Deacons 
Moderator:  Kerri Bigler 

Class of 2023 Class of 2024 Class of 2025 
Kerri Bigler Chris Gunther Jeff Ebsary 

Mary Lou George Duncan Hemink Pam Ostermeier 
Sue Lee Marilyn Link Mary Atwood 

Heather Randall Karen Roesser Regina Koteras 
  Marty Shafer 

 
 
 
 
 

  



Session Committees 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Brought together by our shared faith in Jesus Christ, 

Called by God to live as faithful disciples, 
Blessed by our diverse gifts and experiences, 

We commit ourselves to: 
Worship together, 

Teach and learn from one another, 
Nurture each other with care and love, and 

Reach out in ministry and mission to the world. 
(Adopted by the Session June 5, 2006) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LET’S CONNECT 
Website: https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville/ 
Phone: 716-632-1330 
Email:  n.church.npc@gmail.com 
Thursday e-blast and special announcements:  
Please make sure the church office has your current email address if you wish to receive email. 

 

Committee Contact Person 
Adult Education & Faith Formation Louise Cooper, Debbie Katz 
Advocacy and Outreach Marcia Hunt 
Children’s Christian Education Debbie Hutton 
Membership Jim Atwood 
Finance Duncan Hemink 
Human Resources Brian Pettit 
Property Randy Bigler 
Stewardship Dirk Pouli, Cynthia Machamer 
Worship Olivia Ebsary, Jeff Faunce, Sue 

D’Angelo 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/
https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville/

