
North Presbyterian Church 
16th Sunday after Pentecost 

September 25, 2022 
10:15 a.m. 

 
WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD 

 

Greeting, Welcome, Announcements 
 

Prelude As the Deer arr. Carter 
 Duet:  Jane Cary & Marlene Harrington 
 

Call to Worship 
We gather here in your presence, God, 
In our need and bringing with us the needs of the world. 
We come to you, for you come to us in Jesus, 
And you know by experience what human life is like. 
We come with our faith and with our doubts; 
We come with our hopes and with our fears. 
We come as we are, because you invite us to come; 
And you have promised never to turn us away. 

 

Prayer of Invocation 
 

*Hymn 19 God of Great and God of Small 

(Please pass “Joys and Concerns” to center aisle to be collected during the singing of the hymn.) 
 

*Call to Confession 
 

*Prayer of Confession 
Merciful God, for the things we have done that we regret, 
forgive us; 
for the things we have failed to do that we regret, 
forgive us; 
for all the times we have acted without love, 
forgive us; 
for all the times we have reacted without thought, 
forgive us; 
for all the times we have withdrawn care, 
forgive us; 
for all the times we have failed to forgive, 
forgive us. 
For hurtful words said and helpful words unsaid, for unfinished tasks and unfulfilled 
hopes, 
God of all time, forgive us and help us to lay down our burden of regret. Amen. 

 

*Silent Confession (A time for personal confession of sin) 
 



*Assurance of Forgiveness 
Hear the good news! 
God loves us. God forgives us. 

 

*Response We Are Forgiven Hymn 447 

We are forgiven.  We are forgiven.  Thanks be to God.  Thanks be to God. 
We are forgiven.  We are forgiven.  Thanks be to God.  Thanks be to God. 

 

*Passing of the Peace 
Having received Christ’s peace, let us share it by turning to our neighbors and greeting them, saying “May 
the peace of Christ be with you!” Please stay in your seats, no handshaking or physical contact. 

 

Anthem Praise the One Who Makes Us One Edwards/Trenney 

Praise the One who breaks the darkness with a liberating light. 
Praise the One who frees the pris’ners turning blindness into sight. 
Praise the One who preached the Gospel, curing every dread disease, 
Calming storms, and feeding thousands with the very bread of peace. 

Praise the One who blessed the children with a strong yet gentle word. 
Praise the One who drove out demons with a piercing two-edged sword. 
Praise the One who brings cool water to the desert’s burning sand. 
From this well comes living water, quenching thirst in ev’ry land. 

Praise the One true love incarnate Christ, who suffered in our place. 
Jesus died and rose for many that we may know God by grace. 
Let us sing for joy and gladness, seeing what our God has done. 
Praise the One redeeming glory.  Praise the One who makes us one. 
Praise the One redeeming glory.  Praise the One who makes us one. 
Praise the One who makes us one. 

 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Scripture Genesis 1:26-31 Page 1 
 Romans 8:31-39 Page 158 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon Reflections from Montreat 
Charlie Hutton, Matt Bottorff, Ryan Koteras, Sarah Koteras 

 

WE RESPOND AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 

*Affirmation of Faith 
We believe in a bright and amazing God, who has been to the depths of despair on our 
behalf; who has risen in splendor and majesty; who decorates the universe with 
sparkling water, clear white light, twinkling stars and bright colors, over and over 
again. We believe that Jesus is the light of the world; that God believes in us, and 
trusts us, even though we make the same mistakes over and over again. We commit 
ourselves to Jesus, to one another as sisters and brothers, and to the Maker’s business 



in the world. God said: Let there be light! Amen. (© The Iona Community from The Iona Abbey 

Worship Book, published by Wild Goose Publications, Iona Community, Fourth Floor, Savoy House, 140 
Sauchiehall St., Glasgow G2 3DH, UK) 

 

*Hymn 29 O God, You Search Me 

 

Prayers of the People 
 
Call to Discipleship Jericho Road Community Health Center Donna Darrell 
 
Offering   
 

Doxology Hymn 607 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all people here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 …as Christ teaches us to pray, saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

*Hymn 37 Let All Things Now Living 
 

WE DISPERSE TO SERVE GOD IN THE WORLD 
 

*Charge 
 

*Benediction 
 

Response Dona nobis Pacem  Hymn 752 
 

Postlude Toccata Krieger 
 
*Please stand as you are able 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS TODAY 

Live Stream: Jeff Faunce 
Ushers: Karen & Jon Roesser 
 
 



Hymns 
Hymn 19 God of Great and God of Small 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, God of weak and God of 
strong, God to whom all things belong, Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

God of land and sky and sea, God of life and destiny, God of never-ending power, yet 
beside me every hour, Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

God of silence, God of sound, God by whom the lost are found, God of day and darkest 
night, God whose love turns wrong to right, Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

God of heaven and God of earth, God of death and God of birth, God of now and days 
before, God who reigns forevermore, Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Text and Music © 1973.Carl Fischer, Inc.  Used by permission.  Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License # 
A-700789. All rights reserved. 

Hymn 29 O God, You Search Me 

O God, you search me and you know me.  All my thoughts lie open to your gaze.  When 
I walk or lie down you are before me:  ever the maker and keeper of my days. 

You know my resting and my rising.  You discern my purpose from afar, and with love 
everlasting you besiege me:  in every moment of life or death, you are. 

Before a word is on my tongue, Lord, you have known its meaning through and 
through.  You are with me beyond my understanding:  God of my present, my past, 
and future, too. 

Although your Spirit is upon me, still I search for shelter from your light.  There is 
nowhere or earth I can escape you:  even the darkness is radiant in your sight. 

For you created me and shaped me, gave me life within my mother’s womb.  For the 
wonder of who I am, I praise you:  safe in your hands, all creation is made new. 

Text and Music © 1992 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission.  Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License # A-700789. All rights reserved. 

Hymn 37 Let All Things Now Living 

Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving to God our Creator triumphantly raise; 
who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us, by guiding us on to the end of 
our days.  God’s banners are o’er us; pure light goes before us, a pillar of fire shining 
forth in the night:  till shadows have vanished, all fearfulness banished, as forward we 
travel from light into light. 

By law God enforces, the stars in their courses, the sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
the hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains, the depths of the ocean proclaim 
God divine.  We too should be voicing our love and rejoicing; with glad adoration, a 
song let us raise, till all things now living unite in thanksgiving:  to God in the highest, 
hosanna and praise! 

Text © 1939, 1966 E.C. Schirmer Music Company. Used by permission. Music Harm. Used by permission of Royal School of Church 
Music.  Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License # A-700789. All rights reserved.  



Scripture Readings 

Genesis 1:26-31 
26Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let 

them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and 

over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 
27So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and 

female he created them.  28God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill 

the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and 

over every living thing that moves upon the earth.”  29God said, “See, I have given you every plant 

yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have 

them for food.  30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that 

creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” 

And it was so.  31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was 

evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

Romans 8:31-39 
31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us?  32He who did not 

withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else?  33Who 

will bring any charge against God's elect?  It is God who justifies.  34Who is to condemn?  It is Christ Jesus, who 

died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us.  35Who will separate 

us from the love of Christ?  Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 

sword?  36As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be 

slaughtered.”  37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  38For I am 

convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

 

 



CALENDAR

 

Sunday, September 25 

  9:00 am Adult Ed/Library 

 Bible Study/S-261 

  9:30 am Children’s Choir/N-101 

10:15 am Worship/Live Stream 

11:15 am Choir Practice 

  2:00 pm Chinmaya Mission Bala Vihar/Chapel 

Monday, September 26 

10:00 am Chair Yoga/WH 

  7:30 pm Latin Dance Class/WH 

Tuesday, September 27 

  9:30 am Staff Meeting/Ofc 

11:00 am Pilates/Chapel 

 1:30 pm Bible Study/Zoom 

Wednesday, September 28 

  9:00 am Circuit Class/WH 

10:00 am Chair Yoga/WH 

12:30 pm WNY Needlepointers/WH 

  1:00 pm Wednesday Afternoon Book Group/DR 

  6:30 pm Sheila’s Jazz Aerobics/WH 

  6:30 pm WNY Improv/Chapel 

Thursday, September 29 

9:30 am New Moon Yoga/Chapel 

Friday, September 30 

Saturday, October 1 

  9:00 am Karen Schmid/Chapel 

10:00 am Leslie Bahler/Lib 

Sunday, October 2 

  9:00 am Adult Ed/Library 

 Bible Study/S-261 

  9:30 am Children’s Choir/N-101 

10:15 am Worship/Sunday School/Live Stream 

11:15 am Coffee/Fellowship/WH 

11:30 am Choir Practice 

  2:00 pm Chinmaya Mission Bala Vihar/Chapel 

 

To see a complete list, go to 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-

north-star/.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALL FOR LITURGISTS, USERS, AND LIVE STREAM 

CAMERA OPERATORS 

We are in need of liturgists, ushers, and live stream 

camera operators for our Sunday worship services. Call or 

email the church office if you would like to help out in 

this way:  632-1330 or n.church.npc@gmail.com. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGO—American Guild of Organists 

CSS—Congregation Shir Shalom 

EGA—Embroidery Guild 

GS—Girl Scouts 

DR—Dickinson Room  

FJC—Family Justice Center 

FONP—Friends of Night People 

Kit—Kitchen 

LE3—Before and After School Program 

Lib—Library 

MG—Memorial Garden 

Ofc—Church Office 

WH—Westminster Hall 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday  

8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Friday 8:00 am - 12:00 pm 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
mailto:n.church.npc@gmail.com


 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

ADULT ED:  9 a.m. in the Library 
Come join the Adult Ed group that meets in the library on Sundays at 9 am.  Join in on our 
conversations where the topics we discuss lead to questions of how we can live faithfully.  We are 
currently studying the “Live in Community” series. While the practice of living in community is not 
particularly Christian, we will explore what is distinctly Christian about this practice. The topics will 
range from: 

• Sept. 25:  Uplift those in need. This session, led by Jim Loree, looks how Christian 
communities help those who extend beyond their immediate circle. 

• Oct. 2:  Support those who Depart. Dirk Pouli leads our final session with a discussion on how 
relationships end. 

We have copies of the background reading for each session.  Come join in as your schedule permits. 

Follow the weekly bulletin and the church’s Thursday News from North e-mail for more information 
about the following future topics from the Adult Ed group: 

• Oct. 9:  A “Down & Dirty” Guide to Theology 

• Oct. 16:  Guest speaker Michael Martin 

• Oct. 23--Nov. 20:  Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Life Together 

Join us in the Adult Education class and grow your faith among friends. Everyone is welcomed.  

BIBLE STUDY:  9 a.m. in Room S261 
Please join us on Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. in Room S261 for Bible study. 

TUESDAY AFTERNOON BIBLE STUDY 
Bible study is held every Tuesday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. via Zoom.  If you are 
interested in joining, please call the church office or email n.church.npc@gmail.com. 

NURSERY CARE 
The nursery is available for all children at 9 am during adult education and Bible study and for 
children ages newborn to 4 years old during the 10:15 am worship service. 

Volunteers Needed! 
Calling all teenagers, moms, dads, grandmas and grandpas!  Want to come play and cuddle 
with our littlest ones? Then come see me (Regina) to help in the nursery.  Volunteer once a 
month or even every other month during the service at 10:15. Our littles would love to have 
you play and cuddle with them! 

PER CAPITA 
The per capita amount per member this year is $36. North Church pays this per capita amount 
on behalf of its members.  We encourage each confirmed member, as you are able, to contribute 
at least $36 to this year’s per capita offering.  Per capita donations can be made at any time by 

mailing a check to the church or by donating online.  Thank you for your prayerful 
consideration of this request. 

THE SEARCH IS ON! 
Cleaning or organizing your house?  Please look for any baby bottles filled or partially filled 
with coins for Harvest House Baby Ministry.  When you locate the one in your house, please 
leave it in the church office.  Time for closure on this old project!  Thank you. 

mailto:n.church.npc@gmail.com
https://northchurchwilliamsville.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=890dadfaafeedfa41cc935385&id=55efea1e45&e=8f17b5c15a


SESSION NOTES 
The session met on September 12th. 

• Preparations for the 175th anniversary celebration were discussed. 
• The Nominating Committee will be beginning its work to find people to serve as Elders 

and Deacons. 
• A motion was approved to establish a committee to oversee a capital campaign. 
• Some issues on insurance coverage for building use were discussed. 

HELP FILL THE SHOPPING CART! 
Please continue to help “fill the shopping cart” this September with PEANUT BUTTER 
and JELLY.  Please place your donations in the UPC shopping cart parked in the 
Narthex.  Reusable shopping bags are always welcome. 

BOOK GROUPS 
Everyone is invited to participate in a book group discussion. Groups meet in the church library on the 
third and fourth Wednesdays of the month.  Below are the books up for discussion and the meeting 
times/dates. 

• September 28, 1 p.m., Caste:  The Origins of Our Discontent by Isabel Wilkerson 

• October 19, 10 a.m., American Dirt by Jeanne Cummings 

• October 26, 1 p.m., The Indigo Girl by Natasha Boyd 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP SERVICES 
We welcome everyone to attend in-person Worship Services and want to assure that you feel 
comfortable and safe while you are inside the building.  Erie County is currently considered to 
be a COVID low-risk area.  If you are (or live, work or have contact with someone who is) at 
high risk for severe illness or have a weak immune system, consider masking while moving 
around the sanctuary and building.  Medical masks are located on the table in the south 
entrance vestibule for those who would like one. 

  

 

Through the Years . . . at North 

Moving On ~ North Presbyterian Church from Buffalo to Amherst  

North Church at Utica needed to relocate from an area of Buffalo where there were 10 
Presbyterian churches and the population of the city was moving north. The church faced a 
declining population and lack of funds.  There were three choices:  merge with another city 
church, cease to exist, or move to a new location. 

A group of Amherst Presbyterians headed by Warren Swager contacted North Church and urged 
them to move to Amherst where there were no Presbyterian churches but an increasing number 
of Presbyterians.  The decision to move to Amherst was made.  North Church at Utica was sold 
in October 1952 and a temporary worshiping place was established in the cafeteria of the Park 
School in Snyder while searching for a location to build a new church.  Warren Swager lived on 
North Forest Road and worked with the new Amherst congregation to find a suitable building 
site.  The 10-acre Kuhn farm at intersection of North Forest and Union Roads was purchased.  
Groundbreaking for the new building was held in December 1954 with one hundred members 
present. 

 



MINISTERS: THE CONGREGATION 

Pastor/Head of Staff:  The Rev. William T. Hennessy 
Administrative Assistant:  Reyne Jankowski 
Facilities Caretaker:  Mike Callaghan 
Facilities Caretaker:  Mike Donovan 
Director of Music, Organist:  Marlene Harrington 
Bookkeeper:  Karen Thomas 
Childcare Supervisor:  Regina Koteras 
Coordinator of Sacred Arts:  Olivia Ebsary  
Youth Director, Northtowns:  Mack Barker 
Director of Music, Children & Youth:  Alanna Carlins 
Musical Assistant: Kurt Ebsary 

 
 

Our Church Officers 
Clerk of Session:  Mitch Roemer 

Treasurer:  Brad Hahn 
Assistant Treasurer:  Mary Beth Karr 

Class of 2023 Class of 2024 Class of 2025 
Louise Cooper Randy Bigler Marcia Hunt 

Warren Marcus Olivia Ebsary Jim Atwood 
Dick Mesmer Cynthia Machamer  
Tom Miller Debbie Hutton  

Sheridan Skura Debbie Katz  

Board of Deacons 
Moderator:  Kerri Bigler 

Class of 2023 Class of 2024 Class of 2025 
Kerri Bigler Chris Gunther Jeff Ebsary 

Mary Lou George Duncan Hemink Pam Ostermeier 
Sue Lee Marilyn Link Mary Atwood 

Heather Randall Karen Roesser Regina Koteras 
  Marty Shafer 

 
 
 
 
 

  



Session Committees 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Brought together by our shared faith in Jesus Christ, 

Called by God to live as faithful disciples, 
Blessed by our diverse gifts and experiences, 

We commit ourselves to: 
Worship together, 

Teach and learn from one another, 
Nurture each other with care and love, and 

Reach out in ministry and mission to the world. 
(Adopted by the Session June 5, 2006) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LET’S CONNECT 
Website: https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville/ 
Phone: 716-632-1330 
Email:  n.church.npc@gmail.com 
Thursday e-blast and special announcements:  
Please make sure the church office has your current email address if you wish to receive email. 

 

Committee Contact Person 
Adult Education & Faith Formation Louise Cooper, Debbie Katz 
Advocacy and Outreach Marcia Hunt 
Children’s Christian Education Debbie Hutton 
Membership Jim Atwood 
Finance Duncan Hemink 
Human Resources Brian Pettit 
Property Randy Bigler 
Stewardship Dirk Pouli, Cynthia Machamer 
Worship Olivia Ebsary, Jeff Faunce, Sue 

D’Angelo 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/
https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville/

