
North Presbyterian Church 
7th Sunday of Easter 

May 29, 2022 
10:15 a.m. 

 
WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD 

 

Greeting, Welcome, Announcements 
 

Prelude When Morning Gilds the Skies arr. Carter 
 

Call to Worship 
Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with loud songs of joy.  
For the Holy One, the Most High, is awesome, a great sovereign over all the earth.  
God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sounds of a trumpet.  
Sing praises to the Holy One, sing praises; sing praise to our God, sing praises.  
For God is the sovereign of all the earth; sing praises with a psalm.  
Come, let us worship God. 

 

Prayer of Invocation 
 

*Hymn 298 Lord, You Give the Great Commission 

(Please pass “Joys and Concerns” to center aisle to be collected during the singing of the hymn.) 
 

Call to Confession 
 

Prayer of Confession 
O Christ who prayed for us, died for us, and lives for us, you taught us that we belong to 

you, and your word is truth. Forgive us when we live as if we belong only to ourselves. 

Speak your words of peace to us this day and make our lives a testimony to your grace. 

For you are the source of life itself, and only in you can we truly live. Forgive us, and 

raise us from sin, that we may be your faithful people. 
 

Silent Confession    (A time for personal confession of sin) 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
Hear the good news! Jesus died for us, rose for us, and prays for us. Through Jesus 
Christ, we are forgiven, made new and whole. 
God loves us. God forgives us. Thanks be to God!! 

 

*Response Be Not Afraid Hymn 243 

Be not afraid; sing out for joy!  Christ is risen, alleluia! 
Be not afraid; sing out for joy!  Christ is risen, alleluia! 

 

*Passing of the Peace 
Having received Christ’s peace, let us share it by turning to our neighbors and greeting them, saying “May 
the peace of Christ be with you!” Please stay in your seats, no handshaking or physical contact. 

 



Children’s Time 
 (Children may go to Sunday school in the north basement after Children’s Time.) 
 

Anthem O Love of God Most Full Young 

O Love of God most full, O Love of God most free 
Come warm my heart, come fill my soul, come lead me unto Thee! 
Warm as the glowing sun so shines Thy love on me, 
It wraps me ‘round with kindly care, it draws me unto Thee. 
The wildest sea is calm, the tempest brings no fear, 
The darkest night is full of light, because Thy love is near. 
O Love of God most full, O Love of God most free 
Thou warm’st my heart, Thou fill’st my soul, 
With might Thou strengthen’st me.   With might Thou strengthen’st me.   
  

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Scripture Acts 1:1-11 Page 118 
 Luke 24:44-53 Page 91 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon “Rise Up and Go!!” 
 

WE RESPOND AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 

*Affirmation of Faith 
We believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  We believe in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of 
the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended to 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*Hymn 394 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation 
 

Reminder of Stewardship 
 

Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow: 
Praise God all creatures here below; Alleluia; Alleluia; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost; 
Alleluia; Alleluia; Alleluia; Alleluia; Alleluia.  



 

Prayers of the People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

*Hymn 826 Lift High the Cross 
 

WE DISPERSE TO SERVE GOD IN THE WORLD 
 

*Charge 
 

*Benediction 
 

Response Dona nobis Pacem  Hymn 752
  
 

Postlude To God Be the Glory arr. Carter 
 
*Please stand as you are able 

 

 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS TODAY 

Liturgist:  Cynthia Machemer 
Live Stream: Jeff Faunce 
Ushers: Sue D’Angelo & Duncan Hemink 
  
 
This morning we welcome Mark Aquino to the pulpit.  Mark has been a lifelong faith member of 
the Presbyterian Church, an ordained elder, and former Youth Director who still stays active in 
youth programming throughout the Presbytery of WNY. He is currently working on becoming a 
Commissioned Ruling Elder/Commissioned Lay Pastor. 
 
Mark currently teaches Sports Conditioning and Exercise Science for 11th and 12th graders in 
East Aurora as well as biotechnology at SUNY Erie. He is currently working on his Master's 
degree in Educational Technology. Mark spends his spare time furthering his education and 
spending time with his family and their three dogs and two cats. 
 
 



Hymns 
Hymn 298 Lord, You Give the Great Commission 

Lord, you give the great commission:  “Heal the sick and preach the word.”  Lest the 
church neglect its mission, and the gospel go unheard, help us witness to your purpose 
with renewed integrity:  with the Spirit’s gifts empower us for the work of ministry. 

Lord, you call us to your service:  “In my name baptize and teach.”  That the world may 
trust your promise, life abundant meant for each, give us all new fervor, draw us closer 
in community:  with the Spirit’s gifts empower us for the work of ministry. 

Lord, you make the common holy:  “This, my body; this, my blood.”  Let us all, for 
earth’s true glory, daily lift life heavenward, asking that the world around us share 
your children’s liberty:  with the Spirit’s gifts empower us for the work of ministry. 

Lord, you show us love’s true measure:  “Father, what they do, forgive.”  Yet we hoard 
as private treasure all that you so freely give.  May your care and mercy lead us to a 
just society:  with the Spirit’s gifts empower us for the work of ministry. 

Lord, you bless with words assuring:  “I am with you to the end.”  Faith and hope and 
love restoring, may we serve as you intend, and, amid the cares that claim us, hold in 
mind eternity:  with the Spirit’s gifts empower us for the work of ministry. 

Text © 1978 Hope Publishing Company. Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License # A-700789. All rights reserved. 

Hymn 394 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation 

Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ the head and cornerstone, chosen of the 
Lord and precious, binding all the church in one; holy Zion’s help forever, and our 
confidence alone. 

To this temple, where we call you, come, O Lord of hosts, and stay; come, with all your 
loving kindness; hear your people as we pray, and your fullest benediction shed within 
these walls today. 

Here bestow on all your servants what they seek from you to gain; what they gain 
from you, forever with the blessed to retain; and hereafter in your glory evermore 
with you to reign. 

Laud and honor to the Father, laud and honor to the Son, laud and honor to the Spirit, 
every three and ever one; one in might and one in glory while unending ages run! 



 Hymn 826 Lift High the Cross 

Refrain:  Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore his sacred 
name. 

Come, Christians, follow where our Savior trod, the Lamb victorious, Christ, the Son of 
God.  Refrain 

All newborn servants of the Crucified bear on their brow the seal of Christ who died.  
Refrain 

O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, your death has brought us life eternally.  
Refrain 

So shall our song of triumph ever be: praise to the Crucified for victory.  Refrain 

Text and Music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company Music Desc. © 1985 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License # A-700789. All rights reserved. 

 

  



Scripture Readings 

Acts 1:1-11 
1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 

2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 

apostles whom he had chosen.  3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 

convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.  
4While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise 

of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but 

you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will 

restore the kingdom to Israel?”  7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the 

Father has set by his own authority.  8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.”  9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 

their sight.  10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white 

robes stood by them.  11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven?  

This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him 

go into heaven.” 

 

Luke 24:44-53 
44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—

that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 

fulfilled.”  45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it 

is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem.  48You are witnesses of these things.  49And see, I am sending upon you what my Father 

promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 
50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them.  51While 

he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven.  52And they 

worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were continually in the temple 

blessing God. 

 

 



CALENDAR
 

 

Sunday, May 29 

10:15 am Worship/Live Stream 

Monday, May 30 

Church office closed for the Memorial Day holiday 

Tuesday, May 31 

  9:30 am Staff Meeting/Ofc 

11:00 am Pilates/Chapel 

 1:30 pm Bible Study/Zoom 

Wednesday, June 1 

 9:00 am Circuit Class/WH 

10:15 am Chair Yoga/WH 

 4:30 pm Worship Committee/Zoom 

 6:00 pm Sheila’s Aerobic Jazz/WH 

 6:30 pm WNY Improv/Chapel 

Thursday, June 2 

Friday, June 3 

 5:00 pm LE3 Training/Chapel/WH 

Saturday, June 4 

 9:00 am Karen Schmid/Chapel 

10:00 am Leslie Bahler/Lib 

Sunday, June 5 

  9:00 am Adult Ed/Library 

  9:00 am Bible Study/S-261 

10:15 am Worship/Sunday School/Live Stream 

11:15 am Chilly Billy’s Ice Cream/Parking Lot 

 

To see a complete list, go to 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-

north-star/.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALL FOR LITURGISTS, USERS, AND LIVE STREAM 

CAMERA OPERATORS 

We are in need of liturgists, ushers, and live stream 

camera operators for our Sunday worship services. Call or 

email the church office if you would like to help out in 

this way:  632-1330 or n.church.npc@gmail.com. 
 

AGO—American Guild of Organists 

CSS—Congregation Shir Shalom 

EGA—Embroidery Guild 

GS—Girl Scouts 

DR—Dickinson Room  

FJC—Family Justice Center 

FONP—Friends of Night People 

Kit—Kitchen 

LE3—Before and After School Program 

Lib—Library 

MG—Memorial Garden 

Ofc—Church Office 

WH—Westminster Hall 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday  

8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Friday 8:00 am - 12:00 pm 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
mailto:n.church.npc@gmail.com


 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

ADULT ED:  9:00 a.m. in the Library 

June 5th Adult Education will join with the Sunday School and have an Intergenerational Event after 

the 10:15 am church service where we share in the JOY of eating ice cream.  Adult Education is 

having Chilly Billy’s ice cream truck arrive with free ice cream for everyone.  Please plan to stay, have 

ice cream, and join the intergenerational table to share the JOY of others.   We encourage everyone 

to bring a friend and help us spread JOY in our lives. 

June 12th and 19th Debbie Katz will lead a discussion following the viewing of a Rob Bell video. 

Robert Holmes Bell Jr. is an American author, speaker, and former pastor.  Bell founded Mars Hill 

Bible Church in Grandville, Michigan, and pastored there until 2012. 

Look for all the offerings for Adult Education in the church’s Thursday News from North e-mail.  

Please join us and enrich your faith journey among friends. 

BIBLE STUDY:  9:00 a.m. in S-261 

Bible study meets each Sunday at 9 am in S-261.  We are currently reading I Corinthians. 

TUESDAY AFTERNOON BIBLE STUDY 

Bible study is held every Tuesday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. via Zoom.  If you are interested in joining, 

please call the church office or email n.church.npc@gmail.com. 

VACATION 

Pastor Bill will be on vacation through May 30.  If you need immediate pastoral care, 

please call the church office, (716) 632-1330.  

ICE CREAM! 

To celebrate the beginning of summer, the Adult Education Committee is 

sponsoring a visit from Chilly Billy’s ice cream truck.  The ice cream truck will be in 

the front parking lot immediately following the worship service.  The ice cream is 

free--a gift from the Adult Education Committee.  Nothing brings more JOY into 

your life than ice cream! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Summer is on our doorstep! We still have some fun activities planned 

for the few weeks of Sunday School. 

• 6/5 - Pentecost - We will participate in an intergenerational 

event with the Adult Ed class.  There will be free ice cream treats 

after worship!  Pray for a warm sunny day! 

mailto:n.church.npc@gmail.com


• 6/12 - Celebration of Youth Sunday 

• 6/19 - Father’s Day - Father’s Day Activity to Honor our Fathers  

Additionally, to support Practice Joy, the Sunday school kids will have a cookie sale after church on 

June 12 as service project.  Funds raised will be used to purchase supplies for Rural Outreach Center 

summer camp.  Stay tuned for details! 

BLANKET FUND 

Recently, on Mothers' Day, the Presbyterian Women of North Church asked for your support of 

Church World Service's Blanket Fund. You have, once again, come through with generous support. 

We are able to send a check for $800 to CWS. That amount will supply 80 blankets to keep children 

warm or families dry in response to disasters internationally.  We thank you all for your very kind and 

compassionate donations to this program. You make us proud every time!  ~ Presbyterian Women of 

North Church 

HELP FILL THE SHOPPING CART! 

The Deacons have been discussing the issue of food insecurity in our community 

and would like to initiate an opportunity for the congregation to participate.  As 

many of you know, we have had a long-standing partnership with the University 

Presbyterian Church and their ongoing food pantry.  Many of you have contributed 

food items and those handy orange plastic bags for wrapping eggs and butter for many years. 

To refresh regular contributions, we are encouraging you to bring in one specific food item for an 

entire calendar month and place it in the very visible UPC shopping cart.  The donation of the month 

for JUNE is “CEREAL”!  Our focus will be collecting donations that are of high need in the pantry. 

Adding in a reusable shopping bag would also be very helpful since they can no longer get plastic 

bags. 

Let’s kick things off on June 5th and see if we can’t work together to FILL THE SHOPPING CART! 

BOOK GROUPS 

Everyone is invited to participate in a book group discussion. Groups meet in the church library on 

the third Wednesday of the month.  Below are the books up for discussion and the meeting 

times/dates. 

• June 15, 10 a.m., East of Eden by John Steinbeck 

• June 22, 1 p.m., The Midnight Library by Matt Haig 

• July 20, 10 a.m., The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexia 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP SERVICES 

We welcome everyone to attend in-person Worship Services and want to assure that you feel 

comfortable and safe while you are inside the building.  Erie County is currently considered to be a 

high level risk area.  In accordance with current CDC guidelines, face masks are strongly 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/4406.East_of_Eden?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=mVurisnfdQ&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/52578297-the-midnight-library?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=1xe42Hhydj&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/693208


recommended.  We encourage everyone to wear a mask while moving around the sanctuary and 

building.  Medical masks are located on the table in the south entrance vestibule for those who 

would like one. 

  



MINISTERS: THE CONGREGATION 

Pastor/Head of Staff:  The Rev. William T. Hennessy 

Administrative Assistant:  Reyne Jankowski 

Facilities Caretaker:  Mike Callaghan 

Facilities Caretaker:  Mike Donovan 

Director of Music, Organist:  Marlene Harrington 

Bookkeeper:  Karen Thomas 

Childcare Supervisor:  Regina Koteras 

Coordinator of Sacred Arts:  Olivia Ebsary  

Youth Director, Northtowns:  Mack Barker 

Director of Music, Children & Youth:  Alanna Carlins 

Musical Assistant: Kurt Ebsary 

 

Our Church Officers 

Clerk of Session:  Mitch Roemer 

Treasurer:  Brad Hahn 

Assistant Treasurer:  Mary Beth Karr 

Class of 2023 Class of 2024 Class of 2025 

Louise Cooper Randy Bigler Marcia Hunt 

Warren Marcus Olivia Ebsary Jim Atwood 

Dick Mesmer Cynthia Machamer  

Tom Miller Debbie Hutton  

Sheridan Skura Debbie Katz  

Board of Deacons 

Moderator:  Kerri Bigler 

Class of 2023 Class of 2024 Class of 2025 

Kerri Bigler Chris Gunther Jeff Ebsary 

Mary Lou George Duncan Hemink Pam Ostermeier 

Sue Lee Marilyn Link Mary Atwood 

Heather Randall Jim McConnell Regina Koteras 

 Karen Roesser Marty Shafer 

 

  



MISSION STATEMENT 

Brought together by our shared faith in Jesus Christ, 

Called by God to live as faithful disciples, 

Blessed by our diverse gifts and experiences, 

We commit ourselves to: 

Worship together, 

Teach and learn from one another, 

Nurture each other with care and love, and 

Reach out in ministry and mission to the world. 

(Adopted by the Session June 5, 2006) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LET’S CONNECT 

Website: https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville/ 

Phone: 716-632-1330 

Email:  n.church.npc@gmail.com 

Thursday e-blast and special announcements:  

Please make sure the church office has your email address if you wish to receive email 

 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/
https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville/

