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 Over the last several weeks, from time to time, I find myself trying to imagine what it is 

like to live in Ukraine right now. What must it be like to go from one day moving through your 

life in a normal way—going to work, getting your kids off to school, cleaning the house, 

puttering around in the garden—to the next running for your life, seeing your neighborhood or 

your town reduced to rubble, watching everything you love and hold dear collapse right in front 

of you. It’s mind-boggling and it must feel as if the world is ending. 

 

 And in a manner of speaking it is. For the people of Ukraine the world they once knew 

will never be the same. Even if they retake all their country and force the invaders out and 

rebuild everything the way it was, their lives will never be the same. What they’re going through 

now will forever shape them. Generations in the future will carry this experience in their 

collective memory where it will always haunt them. 

 

 How do people stand up to that? How do we avoid being forever scarred by that kind of 

trauma? I think that’s part of the struggle the writer of Revelation is addressing. He looks around 

at the churches in that part of the world, all of them in what we call Asia Minor or Turkey today, 

and he realizes if they remain true to beliefs they’ve been taught to embrace, they will be in 

danger. John of Patmos, who’s said to be the writer of this message, was a prophet. That doesn’t 

mean he could predict the future, that’s not what prophets in the Bible do. It means he could look 

at the political and social landscape and discern more going on beneath it than other people 

could. He was able to place their current circumstances into a larger picture. 

 

 For him that picture has to do with the ultimate purposes of God for the whole creation. 

The events that were playing out around them, the things happening to them, would not be 

allowed to define them; these things would not have the final word for them or for the world. 

“Look!” he tells them, “He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who 

pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.” For this writer the hope for 

these churches that are under attack is the promise that God is in control and will come to set 

everything right. They just have to hold on to their faith, to endure this time of hardship and keep 

their eyes on the horizon. 

 

 That may sound like a pretty thin reed to hang onto, but if they allow themselves to fall 

into retaliation, to fight back or to give in, then they become just like their oppressors. They’re 

meant for something more, John tells them. And as much as it may feel like the world is ending, 

God isn’t finished with them yet. 

 

 Life after resurrection is hard to navigate. The paradox we live with now is while within 

us everything has changed, outside us nothing has. What’s happening in Ukraine today, what’s 

been happening for a decade in Yemen, what’s been going on for fifty years in Palestine and 

Israel is the same old story people have lived since we emerged on the planet. There’s nothing 



new to the violence in the world today, any more than it was for the people whom John was 

writing. Our capacity to hurt one another has never really diminished. 

 

 I think that’s part of what’s being said in this story in the gospel. The disciples are 

cowering behind a locked door because they know the world hasn’t changed. And when Jesus 

shows his wounds to Thomas, it’s not just to convince him. It also serves as a reminder that the 

brutality of the world isn’t eliminated by resurrection. Those wounds remain because we still live 

in a brutal, violent world.  

 

 But if we resign ourselves to that, if we just accept it without question, then even though 

we aren’t responsible for it we become complicit with it. Life after resurrection invites us to 

claim an alternative. Life after resurrection says what we see of the world is not the final word. 

But if we don’t speak on its behalf, if we aren’t willing to trust it, then the world wins.  

 

 Now, that’s a lot easier for us to say from where we’re sitting than it is for someone in 

Ukraine or Yemen or Syria to say right now. When you’re fleeing your home or your country 

because of violence it’s hard to trust resurrection. It’s hard even to imagine it. So, it’s up to us to 

imagine it for them. It’s up to us to be champions of life after resurrection on behalf of so many 

in the world whose lives are violated by brutality. So long as we live in a world where the 

powerful commit atrocities against the vulnerable, where the wealthy take advantage of the poor, 

it’s up to us to be witnesses to resurrection, to the promise of compassion and justice, not for our 

sake but for theirs.  

 

 What the writer of Revelation and the writer of John’s gospel are trying to convey 

through their imagery and stories is the urgency of our witness. In the New Testament, because 

it’s written in Greek, there are at least two different words for “time.” There’s the Greek word 

chronos, where we get the word chronology, just the standard passage of time. The other word is 

kairos. Kairos means “momentous time” or possibly God’s time. It’s the moment of decision. So, 

while chronos time moves inexorably forward, kairos time is always now. That’s the kind of 

time in which the writers of the New Testament live. So, when Jesus tells the disciples, “As the 

Father has sent me, so I send you,” he’s not talking about studying it in committee for months 

before making proposals. He means go! It’s time! 

 

 And that urgency isn’t out of fear that punishment might fall but out of an awareness of 

how great the need is in the world for life. Because we bear the resurrection in the world, our 

responsibility to bring that life to the world is greatest. For us, life after resurrection means 

showing the world that death does not have the final word. Even though it may seem like 

oppression and violence have the upper hand, we know it’s not true. So, we do all we can in the 

world to make resurrection real, to bring the dead to life. 

 

 It might be as simple as contributing toward relief for victims of war or calling a 

representative or senator to advocate for people living in poverty. Or it could be as involved as 

helping to house refugees coming here from Afghanistan or Ukraine or Sudan. We bring life out 

of death whenever we reach out beyond ourselves with compassion toward others in need. And 

like the disciples we’re the ones Jesus sends to do it; and the time to do it is always now. 

 



 That’s what life after resurrection is all about. The time for waiting is over. The time for 

preparing is finished. The time to act is now. So, let’s get to it, and bring the world to life! 

 

Amen 


