
North Presbyterian Church 
Baptism of the Lord 

January 16, 2022 
10:15 a.m. 

 
WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD 

 

Greeting, Welcome, Announcements 
 

Prelude I Will Come to You (You are Mine) arr. Ebsary 
 

Call to Worship 
I am with you, says the Lord. 
Do not fear. 
I have called you by name. 
Do not fear. 
You are mine. 
Do not be afraid. 
Let us worship the God who knows us and claims us. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Prayer of Invocation 
 

*Hymn 612 We Praise You, O God 
(Please pass “Joys and Concerns” to center aisle to be collected during the singing of the hymn.) 

 

*Call to Confession 
 

*Prayer of Confession 
We are precious in your sight, yet we often forget that we are your beloved. We 
confess that our love is fickle and inconstant. We follow selfish goals and deny that 
our way of life harms others and hurts your world. We are sorry and we want to 
change. Create in us a clean heart, strengthen our resolve, reconcile us one to 
another, and bless us with your peace. Amen. 

 

*Silent Confession    (A time for personal confession of sin) 
 

*Assurance of Forgiveness 
Hear the good news! 
God loves us. God forgives us. 

 

*Response 

 



 

*Passing of the Peace 
Having received Christ’s peace, let us share it by turning to our neighbors and greeting them, saying “May 
the peace of Christ be with you!” Please stay in your seats, no handshaking or physical contact. 

 

Anthem Take Me to the Water arr. Ebsary 
 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Scripture Isaiah 43:1-7; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22  
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Litany for Baptism of the Lord 
In the beginning, darkness covered the deep, and God said: Let there be light. 
The voice of the Lord is over the waters! 
Through the words of the prophet, the Lord said: When you pass through the waters, I 
will be with you. 
The voice of the Lord is over the waters! 
Do not fear, says the Lord; I am with you. I have called you by name; you are mine. 
The voice of the Lord is over the waters! 
When Jesus was baptized by John, suddenly the heavens were opened. 
The voice of the Lord is over the waters! 
And as Jesus was coming out of the water, the Spirit of God rested on him like a dove. 
The voice of the Lord is over the waters! 
And a voice said: You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased. 
The voice of the Lord is over the waters! 
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit, and revealed him 
as your beloved Son. Keep us, your children born of water and the Spirit, faithful in your 
service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God; through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 

Sermon “When You Pass through the Waters” 
 

WE RESPOND AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 

*Affirmation of Faith 
We believe in God: Who has created and is creating, Who has come in Jesus, the word 
made flesh, to reconcile and make new, Who works in us and others by the Spirit. We 
trust in God. We are called to be the Church: to celebrate God’s presence, to live with 
respect in creation, to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim 
Jesus, crucified and risen, our Judge and our Hope. In life, in death, in life beyond 
death, God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God! Amen.  (© The Iona 

Community from The Iona Abbey Worship Book, published by Wild Goose Publications, Iona Community, 
Fourth Floor, Savoy House, 140 Sauchiehall St., Glasgow G2 3DH, UK) 

 

*Hymn 463 How Firm a Foundation 



 

Reminder of Stewardship 
 

*Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow: 
Praise God all creatures here below; Alleluia; Alleluia; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost; 
Alleluia; Alleluia; Alleluia; Alleluia; Alleluia.  

 

Prayers of the People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

*Hymn 547 Go, My Children, with My Blessing 
 

WE DISPERSE TO SERVE GOD IN THE WORLD 
 

*Charge 
 

*Benediction 
 

Postlude    
 
*Please stand as you are able 

 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS TODAY 

Liturgist:  Jim Loree 
Ushers: Jim & Diane Sprague 
Live Stream: Charlie Hutton 
 
 



Hymns 
Hymn 612 We Praise You, O God 

We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator; in grateful devotion our tribute we 
bring.  We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you; we bless your holy name; glad 
praises we sing. 

We worship you, God of our fathers and mothers; through trial and tempest our guide 
you have been.  When perils o’ertake us, you will not forsake us, and with your help, O 
Lord, our struggles we win. 

With voices united our praises we offer and gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise.  
With you, Lord, beside us, your strong arm will guide us.  To you, our great Redeemer, 
forever be praise! 

Hymn 463 How Firm a Foundation 

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith in God’s excellent 
Word!  What more can be said than to you God hath said, to you who for refuge to 
Jesus have fled? 

“Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed, for I am thy God, and will still give thee 
aid; I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, upheld by my righteous, 
omnipotent hand. 

“When through the deep waters I call thee to go, the rivers of sorrow shall not 
overflow; for I will be near thee, thy troubles to bless, and sanctify to thee thy deepest 
distress. 

“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, my grace, all sufficient, shall be thy 
supply; the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design thy dross to consume, and thy gold 
to refine. 

“The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, I will not, I will not desert to its foes; 
that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, I’ll never, no, never, no never 
forsake.” 

Hymn 547 Go, My Children, with My Blessing 

“Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.  Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you 
are my own.  In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever.  Go, my 
children, with my blessing you are my own.” 

“Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.  Here you learned how much I love 
you, what I can cure.  Here you heard my dear Son’s story; here you touched him, saw 
hi glory.  Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.” 

“Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me.  Grow in love and love by serving 
joyful and free.  Here my Spirit’s power filled you; here my tender comfort stilled you.  
Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.” 

Text ©1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. www.cph.org.  Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, 
License # A-700789. All rights reserved.  

http://www.cph.org/


Scripture Readings 

Isaiah 43:1-7 
1But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel:  Do 

not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.  2When you pass through 

the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk 

through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.  3For I am the LORD your 

God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.  I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange 

for you.  4Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I give people in return 

for you, nations in exchange for your life.  5Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring 

from the east, and from the west I will gather you; 6I will say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the 

south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth—
7everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.” 

 

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize 

you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of 

his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to 

clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire.” 
21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 

praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. 

And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

 



Together We Are North 

Grounded in Faith, Growing to Serve 

PRAYERS FOR ONE ANOTHER 

Ephesians 6:18: “Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always 

persevere in supplications for all the saints. Pray also for me...” So Paul instructed the Christians at Ephesus, and so 

we pray for one another:   

Dorcas and Lewis Alford, Gloria Ballatista Curt Beall (Barb Beall), family of David Boldt, Likin Burns (Linda Burger), family of 

Bill and Marge Clark, Melissa Floria (Jean Ervin), Roger Gross, Dorothy Hennessy, Bob Johnston, Mary Kasbohm, family of 

Robert Kearney (Sue D’Angelo), Sarah Kipp (Linda Burger), Patricia Kolle (Sheridan Skura), Dale McDowell (Gloria McDowell), 

Tom Miller (Lucy Miller), Bob Monin, family of Margaret Moody (Sally Haywood’s sister), Sheri Olivieri (Ginny Bradley), family 

of Garry Ostermeier, Everett Rutherford (Wendy & Tim Ayler),  Braden Ryan (Linda Burger), Barbara Thomson (Marlene 

Harrington), family of Virginia Webber, Joanne Weber (Karen Thomas), Adam Wheeler (Ed Eisenlord), family of David 

Worthington (Carol Suckow’s brother) 

If you know of any other prayer concerns, please contact any Deacon, Pastor Hennessy or the church office. 

 

============================================================================================= 
 

 

CALENDAR

Sunday, January 16 

9:00 am Adult Ed/Library 

9:00 am Bible Study/S-261 

10:15 am Worship/Sunday School/Live Stream 

Monday, January 17 – Office Closed 

6:00 pm Sheila’s Aerobic Jazz/WH 

Tuesday, January 18 

9:30 am Staff Meeting/Ofc 

11:00 am Pilates/Chapel 

1:30 pm Bible Study/Zoom 

Wednesday, January 19 

10:15 am Chair Yoga/WH 

6:00 pm Sheila’s Aerobic Jazz/WH 

6:30 pm WNY Improv/Chapel 

Thursday, January 20 

Friday, January 21 

Saturday, January 22 

Sunday, January 23 

9:00 am Adult Ed/Library 

9:00 am Bible Study/S-261 

10:15 am Worship/Sunday School/Live Stream 

11:30 am Choir Rehearsal/Sanctuary 

To see a complete list, go to 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-

north-star/.  

 

AGO—American Guild of Organists 

CSS—Congregation Shir Shalom 

EGA—Embroidery Guild 

GS—Girl Scouts 

DR—Dickinson Room  

FJC—Family Justice Center 

FONP—Friends of Night People 

Kit—Kitchen 

LE3—Before and After School Program 

Lib—Library 

MG—Memorial Garden 

Ofc—Church Office 

WH—Westminster Hall 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/


 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

ADULT ED:  9:00 a.m. in the Library 

We are continuing with the Baptize unit in the Follow Me series.   A baptism is a moment of 

marking and a moment of welcoming. God marks an individual whom God has created with an 

invisible mark of love and acceptance. The church welcomes that person whom God loves as part of 

the church family and the body of Christ. When we respond to the call of Jesus and profess our faith, 

we are immersed in the waters of baptism. And, whether that is done literally—by being submerged 

and brought up—or symbolically—by water being placed on the head in some fashion—the action of 

baptism is the same and is carried out in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. God claims us as God’s own in the waters of baptism. The Baptize unit picks up where the 

baptismal event leaves off. Baptized persons live into their identity as children of God through daily 

acts of discipleship on a lifelong journey of growing in faith. 

 January 23 - Die and Rise (Romans 6:3–11) 

 January 30 - Honor the Body (1 Corinthians 12:12–31) 

Look for all the offerings for Adult Education in the church’s Thursday News from North e-mail.  

Please join us and enrich your faith journey among friends. 

BIBLE STUDY:  9:00 a.m. in S-261 

Bible study meets each Sunday at 9 am in S-261. 

TUESDAY AFTERNOON BIBLE STUDY 

Bible study is held every Tuesday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. via Zoom.  If you are interested in joining, 

please call the church office or email n.church.npc@gmail.com. 

ANNUAL MEETING – New Date! 

A Congregational meeting is called for February 27th immediately following the 

Worship Service.  The meeting, which will open at approximately 11:15 a.m., is for 

the purpose of electing elders and deacons, electing at-large members of the 

Nominating Committee, reviewing the budget, approving the Pastor’s terms of 

call, and conducting other business appropriate for a congregational meeting. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 

Offering envelopes for 2022 will be available for pickup this Sunday in the 

Narthex.  If you do not find your name and you would like to request a box of 

envelopes, please call the church office, 716-632-1330. 

 

mailto:n.church.npc@gmail.com


STEWARDSHIP UPDATE ON PLEDGES 

Thank you to everyone who has responded to the annual stewardship drive, but we 

are still missing some cards from individuals who regularly pledge.  During the hustle 

and bustle of the holidays it isn’t unusual that one of the items that may be put aside 

and forgotten is the pledge card. 

If you aren’t sure whether you made a pledge, please call the church office at 632-1330 to double 

check. A replacement card can be found on the Information Table in the narthex, picked up from the 

church office, mailed to you, or printed out from the church’s website.  

The Finance Committee and the Session are hard at work finishing the 2022 budget and it is 

incredibly helpful to have good projections on what the level of financial support will be in order to 

make informed decisions.  Pledges are an important source of information.  Thank you and God Bless 

as we usher in the new year.  ~  The Stewardship Team 

BOOK GROUPS 

Everyone is invited to participate in a book group discussion. Groups meet in the church library on 

the third Wednesday of the month.  Below are the books up for discussion and the meeting 

times/dates. 

 February 16, 10 a.m. This is Happiness by Niall Williams 

 February 23, 1 p.m. The Book of Lost Names by Kristen Harmel  

 March 16, 10 a.m. The Woman They Could Not Silence by Kate Moore 

CALL FOR LITURGISTS, USERS, AND LIVE STREAM CAMERA OPERATORS 

We are in need of liturgists, ushers, and live stream camera operators for our Sunday worship 

services. Call or email the church office if you would like to help out in this way:  632-1330 or 

n.church.npc@gmail.com. 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP SERVICES 

We welcome everyone to attend in-person Worship Services and want to assure that you feel 

comfortable and safe while you are inside the building.  As we are still in the midst of a pandemic, we 

wish to remind everyone of the safety protocols that have been established to protect those individuals 

who are most vulnerable or have not yet been fully vaccinated.   

Face masks must be worn at all times while in the building.  If you do not have a 

mask, one will be provided for you.  Medical masks are located on the table in the 

south entrance vestibule.  Hand sanitizer can be found at both the south and north 

entrances and at various locations throughout the building.  

For the security and safety of all who enter our building, your understanding and 

cooperation in following these few simple rules is greatly appreciated. 

  

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/42972008-this-is-happiness
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/The-Book-of-Lost-Names/Kristin-Harmel/9781982131906
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/56132724-the-woman-they-could-not-silence
mailto:n.church.npc@gmail.com


MINISTERS: THE CONGREGATION 

Pastor/Head of Staff:  The Rev. William T. Hennessy 

Administrative Assistant:  Reyne Jankowski 

Facilities Caretaker:  Mike Callaghan 

Director of Music, Organist:  Marlene Harrington 

Bookkeeper:  Karen Thomas 

Childcare Supervisor:  Regina Koteras 

Coordinator of Sacred Arts:  Olivia Ebsary  

Youth Director, Northtowns:  Mack Barker 

Director of Music, Children & Youth:  Alanna Carlins 

Musical Assistant: Kurt Ebsary 

 

Our Church Officers 

Clerk of Session:  Mitch Roemer 

Treasurer:  Brad Hahn 

Assistant Treasurer:  Mary Beth Karr 

Class of 2022 Class of 2023 Class of 2024 

Sharon Dittmar Louise Cooper Randy Bigler 

Dirk Pouli Warren Marcus Olivia Ebsary 

Clark Squires Dick Mesmer Cynthia Machamer 

Pat Townsend Tom Miller Debbie Hutton 

  Debbie Katz 

Board of Deacons 

Moderator:  Kerri Bigler 

Class of 2022 Class of 2023 Class of 2024 

Jeff Ebsary Kerri Bigler Chris Gunther 

Kath Hahn Mary Lou George Duncan Hemink 

Lisa Marsherall Sue Lee Marilyn Link 

Diane Sprague Heather Randall Jim McConnell 

  Karen Roesser 

 

  



MISSION STATEMENT 

Brought together by our shared faith in Jesus Christ, 

Called by God to live as faithful disciples, 

Blessed by our diverse gifts and experiences, 

We commit ourselves to: 

Worship together, 

Teach and learn from one another, 

Nurture each other with care and love, and 

Reach out in ministry and mission to the world. 

(Adopted by the Session June 5, 2006) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LET’S CONNECT 

Website: https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville/ 

Phone: 716-632-1330 

Email:  n.church.npc@gmail.com 

Thursday e-blast and special announcements:  

Please make sure the church office has your email address if you wish to receive email 

 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/
https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville/

