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God’s New Normal 
 

s winter approaches and we prepare for 
Christmas, I find myself wondering 
what the new year will bring. 2021 
started out so promising with vaccines 
available and the possibility of returning 

to normal held out to us. But it’s been hard to 
make our way back to a sense of normalcy. Nothing 
feels quite like it did before. And the threat of 
infection continues to haunt us. We really are 
entering a “new normal,” and that’s a hard 
adjustment to make.  
 But our tradition, strangely enough, should 
make it easier for us. Our entire faith is built on the 
idea of “new normal.” When God enters the world 
in the birth of a child, everything that was thought 
to be normal is stood on its head. No gospel 
expresses that reality better than Luke. In Luke we 
find Mary, Jesus’ mother, singing about how God 
reverses everything by making this astonishing 
move toward us: “He has pulled the powerful down 
from their thrones and lifted up the lowly. He has 
filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich 
away empty-handed.” The relationships we once 
thought were absolute and inviolable are subverted 
by Jesus’ birth. We no longer live in a world where 
divisions between rich and poor, powerful and 

weak are inevitable. When God enters the world in 
poverty and weakness, a baby born in a stable, all 
our assumptions about how the world works are up 
for grabs.  
 Yet over our history, the Church has never 
stopped resisting God’s new normal. We want 
things to keep working as they always have. We 
want to be the arbiters of power and have access to 
all the wealth. And for a long time, we did. But as 
we all know over the last several decades the 
Church has been moved more and more to the 
margins of society. We no longer have the 
influence or command the deference we once did. 
For a lot of folks that feels wrong. But for a faith 
rooted in weakness and poverty, nothing could be 
better for us than to be ignored. We belong on the 
margins. We belong standing with others who are 
rejected. That’s where we’re meant to be. That’s 
where we find Emmanuel, God with us.  
 So, maybe these restrictions we still have to 
observe can provide us a lesson in the value of 
weakness. Maybe living with the threat of infection 
hanging over our heads can teach us to be more 
mindful of our limitations—and more 
compassionate toward those who live under threat 
all their lives. Due to the disparity of resources as 
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one of the effects of Covid, it’s been said that even 
though we’re all in the same storm, we are not all 
in the same boat. That’s always been true, I think. 
What Jesus’ birth tells us is God has made a choice 
about whose boat to be in. As we embrace the new 
normal of life with Covid, maybe now is the time 
to embrace the new normal God has in mind for us 
all. 

May God’s peace sustain you through these 
winter months and fill you with the joy of 
Emmanuel. 
 

Pastor Bill 
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The New Familiar 
by Reyne Jankowski 

 
ow that we’re about 20 months into 
this pandemic, I’m convinced that 
“normal” is a relative term.  Since the 
arrival of the Covid vaccine, people 

keep saying things like “Once we get back to 
normal …” or “Now that things are getting back 
to normal …”  But I am continually reminded 
that things are not “getting back to normal.”  
We’re still wearing masks.  We hear about 
vaccines and Covid statistics in the news on a 
daily basis.  We continue to limit our social 
interactions.  Everywhere you go you see bottles 
of hand sanitizer and plexi-glass partitions.  These 
are constant reminders that this pandemic is far 
from over.   

I‘m not sure things will ever be “normal” 
again, and I’m not overly fond of the term “the 
new normal.”  Now I know that may sound a bit 
pessimistic, but bear with me for a few minutes. 

Thinking about how all this has unfolded 
since March of last year reminds me of the five 
stages of grief:   

Denial?  Check.  
Anger?  Check.   
Bargaining?  Check.   
Depression?  Check.   
Acceptance?  Not quite yet. 

We’re still in the depression stage.  In the 
current vernacular, Covid Fatigue. We’re all 
tired of those miserable masks and staying home.  
It’s depressing to keep hearing those numbers:  
people testing positive, in the hospital, dying.  
We’re not quite ready to move on yet because 
we’re all feeling pretty sorry for ourselves and 
what we’ve lost or missed out on over the last 
almost two years now. 

Now I’m no medical expert, but my 
feeling is that this nasty little bug is not going 
away any time soon.  Our hope is that it can be 
brought under control enough that we can learn 
to live with it in the long term.  I think this is the 
point at which we begin the acceptance process. 

Once we get to the acceptance stage, I 
don’t think we return to “normal;” I think we 
return to the “familiar.” 

This pandemic has been traumatic, and 
whenever we experience a traumatic event in our 
lives (the events of 9/11 come to mind here), I 
believe this profoundly changes us in ways we 
don’t fully recognize or comprehend right away.  
We’re changed.  The people around us are 
changed.  Our conversations have changed.  Life 
as we know it has changed.  And I think that’s the 
point.   

With so much change, how can we go 
back to normal?  I don’t think we can.  Instead, I 
think we go back to ways of being or doing things 
that are familiar and give us comfort but with a 
new perspective.  We may go back to doing the 
things we used to do, but just in a different way.  
A “new familiar.” 

This experience has been a journey for all 
of us, individually and collectively.  We’re all on 
the same road.  Some of us may be a bit further 
along than others, but we’ll all get to the end 
eventually.  And when we do maybe we’ll look 
around, have a moment of Déjà vu, and say “Ok, 
this all looks familiar; a little different but 
familiar.” 

So let’s keep plodding along this road 
we’re on, and take comfort that we are moving 
towards something new and different yet 
familiar—the new familiar. 

  

N 
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Mission & Outreach 
 

Advocacy and Outreach  

Almost 1,000 Matthew 25 churches now exist in 
the United States. Within a Matthew 25 church, 
the focuses are:  1) building congregational vitality, 
2) dismantling structural racism, and 3) eradicating 
systemic poverty.   North Presbyterian Church 
(NPC) accepted the invitation from the 
Presbyterian Church USA to become a Matthew 25 
church in January 2020.  At that time, the 
Advocacy and Outreach Committee (the 
“Committee”) was formed at the direction of the 
Session and presented a slide program about 
Matthew 25 to the congregation at a breakfast 
meeting. 

We urge you to think about how we are meeting 
the vision of Matthew 25 and how every one of 
us can contribute to this vision through 
individual and collective actions.  

In accordance with the Matthew 
25 focuses, The Committee 
manages the four special 
offerings:  Peace and Global 
Witness, Christmas, One Great 
Hour of Sharing, and 
Pentecost/Youth.  We also 
respond to regional, national and 

world disasters and needs through advocacy and 
donations.   We conduct due diligence on these 
organizations to ensure donations are used wisely. 
Members of the Committee are Joe Alber, Kerri 
Bigler, Kath Hahn, Sharon Dittmar, Clark Squires, 
and Pat Townsend.  Ginny Bradley serves on a 
subcommittee for Advocacy. 

Using the Matthew 25 focuses as our framework, 
the Committee’s activities are directed toward: 

Building Congregational Vitality 
On October 17, three Committee members 
participated in the worship service and gave the 
history of how and when we became a Matthew 25 
church as well as what it means. Hymns and the 
sermon for that Sunday focused on Matthew 25.  
Bookmarks prepared by Pat Townsend are in the 
pews and describe the three focuses of Matthew 25 
churches; banners designed by Olivia Ebsary are 
placed at each end of the Narthex; and a framed 
poster is hanging in the Dickinson Room, all 
reinforcing that we are a Matthew 25 Church. The 
Committee continued to meet monthly via Zoom 
during the pandemic restrictions and to administer 
the four special offerings plus advocate for 
worldwide needs. 

Dismantling Structural Racism 
Pastor Bill has been very active with the Racial 
Justice Task force, a joint effort with University 
Presbyterian Church.   NPC stands with those in 
our community who are seeking to dismantle 
institutional racism in our society.  One such 
organization is Voice Buffalo. The congregation 
donated $2,149 to the Peace and Global Witness 
Offering.  Twenty-five percent will go to Voice 
Buffalo and the Committee has donated an 
additional $150.  Three current initiatives of the 
organization are: to have the Buffalo Police 
Advisory Board’s model codified into law, 
strengthening the voting power of the community 
with emphasis on Black and other minority and 
marginalized groups, and encouraging faith leaders 
to urge their congregations to participate in the 
voting process. 
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Eradicating Systemic Poverty 
The Congregation collected $525 to help those 
affected by the Haiti Earthquake and $350 for 
Hurricane Ida.  The Committee also donated $100 
for each group to Presbyterian Church Mission to 
assist these populations. 

At the request of the Committee, the Session has 
approved sponsorship of an Afghani family and sent 
the $3,000 required rent for three months to 
Journey’s End Refugee Services.  The Deacons are 
spearheading this effort.  Two boxes are in the 
Narthex for donations and a list of items needed has 
been linked in the Thursday E-mail blasts.  
Monetary contributions are appreciated to help 
support the estimated 350 Afghani evacuees as they 
slowly arrive in Buffalo. There are envelopes for 
these gifts next to the offering plate.  When the 
family arrives, you will hear more about how you 
can participate. 

Special Offerings 

Peace and Global Witness Offering 

The Peace and Global Witness Offering was 
collected on October 3rd, Worldwide Communion 
Sunday and throughout October.  The 
denomination recommends the offering be divided 
into three parts.  Twenty-five percent is to be used 
by NPC to address a locally designated need, 25% 
by the Presbytery for supporting ministries of peace 
and reconciliation, and 50% by the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice 
through collaborative projects of education and 
Christian witness.    

The Committee chose to support Voice Buffalo for 
the locally designated portion.   Additional 
information about their mission, goals, purpose, 
and activities can be found on their website 
www.voicebuffalo.org/ and Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/voicebuffalo.  A BIG THANK 
YOU to church members for your continued 
generosity! 

Christmas Giving Tree 

The Deacons have chosen Family Promise as our 
Christmas Giving Tree recipient this year.  This is 
the 25th Anniversary year of this Buffalo-based 
agency. 

Their Mission:  “Alongside our 
partners, we keep families 
experiencing homelessness together by 
offering emergency housing and 
compassionate support as they work to 
find their way back home.” 

Their Vision:  “We seek to build a 
community that wraps homeless 
children and families in hope.” 

They provide every resource available to ensure the 
family’s success. It’s because of their mission and 
vision that we decided to support this unique, 
worthwhile agency.   

The best way to meet the variety of needs of each 
individual family is through Gift Cards.  Family 
Promise suggested the following:  Walmart, 
Tops, Amazon, or Visa.   

If you’d like to include a new, unwrapped 
children’s or youth book, that would be 
appreciated too. Book donations need to be 
received by Wednesday, December 8th. Gift Card 
donations can be received through Sunday, 
December 12th. 

The Deacons will be accepting your donations on 
November 28, December 5, and December 12.  
You may also drop donations off at the Church 
Office anytime during the week during regular 
office hours.  Thank you!  

  

https://www.voicebuffalo.org/
https://www.facebook.com/voicebuffalo
https://familypromise.org/donate/?gclid=Cj0KCQiA15yNBhDTARIsAGnwe0WiXOLKWmR0N-5AmQh_53VwgqdV-D9EhLr3UwqmPUoDmUPj7A4TxSAaAu9fEALw_wcB
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Our next special offering will take place when we 
offer our gifts to help alleviate worldwide and local 
poverty through the Christmas offering and 
Christmas Giving Tree. The Committee has chosen 
Water=Life as the global recipient and Sleep in 
Heavenly Peace as the locally designated recipient 
of the Christmas Offering.  You will receive a letter 
in December with more information on this 
offering and the recipients. 

Friends of Night People 

The kitchen crew is back and cooking for Friends of 
Night People. If you are interested in joining this 
awesome culinary crew, please contact Jeff Ebsary 
at 716-863-6003. 
 

A Big Thank You for Your Generous 
Contributions! 

Thank you notes for donations given in 2021 have 
been received from the PCUSA Pentecost 
($1,680); Journey’s End ($3,000) and Family 
Promise (scarves made on Service Sunday). 

 
  

Spiritual Growth 
 

Adult Learning Opportunities 

Adult Ed 

Adult Ed had an excellent series on “Civility” for 
our Fall opening sessions from the Thoughtful 
Christian, Civility: American Politics and 
Christian Responses.  The three topics were: 

1. The ideal of civility is deeply rooted in 
American politics. 

2. Civility has deep moral roots in Christianity. 

3. What kinds of commitments, behavior, and 
practices does civility actually require? 

We then had civil discussions on renewable 
energy versus fossil fuels, immigration, and 
mandated COVID vaccinations.  Using our newly 
learned Civil Talk we successfully navigated 
through these “hot button” topics. 

During the month of October, we followed the 
whole church curriculum “Follow Me” where we 
discussed Hospitality.  “Hospitality creates a safe, 
open place where a friend or stranger can enter 

and experience the welcoming spirit of Christ in 
another.”  The Sunday School and Church 
Worship incorporated the same theme, and it 
was a wonderful experience for the whole church 
to be learning together. 

Starting November 14, Adult Ed began a 
discussion of the book The Difficult Words of Jesus 
by Amy-Jill Levine.   Amy-Jill Levine shows how 
some of Jesus' most difficult teachings would have 
sounded to the people who first heard them, how 
they have been understood over time, and how 
we might interpret them in the context of the 
Gospel of love and reconciliation.  We have a few 
books available for purchase in the Church office.  
The cost is $13.  Just call or see Reyne.  The 
sessions are as follows: 

Nov 14th "Sell what you own" 
Nov 21st "Hate Father and Mother"  
Nov 28th "Slave of All"  
Dec 5th "Nowhere among the Gentiles" 
Dec 12th "Outer Darkness"  
Dec 19th " Your Father the Devil"  

https://www.waterequalslife.org/
https://www.shpbeds.org/chapter/ny-buffalo
https://www.shpbeds.org/chapter/ny-buffalo
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The four sessions on the Sundays of Advent will 
begin with a short devotional and the tasting of 
special breads. 

There will be no Adult Ed on Dec 26th and 
January 2nd. 

On January 9th we will begin a new four-week 
series from the "Follow Me" curriculum entitled 
"Baptize." 

A baptism is a moment of marking and a moment 
of welcoming. God marks an individual whom 
God has created with an invisible mark of love 
and acceptance. The church welcomes that 
person whom God loves as part of the church 
family and the body of Christ. When we respond 
to the call of Jesus and profess our faith, we are 
immersed in the waters of baptism. And, 
whether that is done literally—by being 
submerged and brought up—or symbolically—
by water being placed on the head in some 
fashion—the action of baptism is the same and is 
carried out in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. God claims us as 
God’s own in the waters of baptism. The Baptize 
unit picks up where the baptismal event leaves 
off. Baptized persons live into their identity as 
children of God through daily acts of discipleship 
on a lifelong journey of growing in faith. 

Look for all the offerings for Adult Education in 
the church’s Thursday’s e-mail.  Please join us 
and enrich your faith journey among friends!  

Book Groups 

Two book groups meet regularly each month in 
the church library at 10:00 a.m. on the third 
Wednesday and at 1:00 p.m. on the fourth 
Wednesday. Come, read with us! 

Bible Study 

There are currently two bible study 
offerings.  Sunday morning bible 
study has resumed and meets on 

Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. in Room S-261.  
Please feel free to join at any time. 

Pastor Bill hosts a Zoom bible study on Tuesday 
afternoons at 1:30.  If you are interested in 
joining in, please call the church office at 632-
1330 or email n.church.npc@gmail.com. 

Sunday School 

Greetings from Sunday School!  We’ve had a 
busy fall so far.   We’ve learned from two 
curriculums--Follow Jesus and Welcome Me--from 
the Follow Me curriculum.  We have practiced 
hospitality and following Jesus which we will 
continue to practice through use of unused 
curricula activities throughout the year.  We are 
planning a Santa’s workshop craft day for Sunday 
school on 12/5/21.  Hope to see you there! 

We welcome and encourage parents and congregation 
members to consider co-teaching with one of our 
teachers to get acquainted with the new curriculum and 
the students.  Remember that we as Presbyterians believe 
it is the responsibility of all of us to pass on our faith to 
children. 

Sunday School class dates are as follows:  
12/5/21, 12/12/21 Pageant rehearsal, 
12/19/21 Pageant Day, 12/26/21 No Sunday 
School, 1/2/22, 1/9/22, 1/16/22 No 
Sunday School, 1/23/22, 1/30/22 

Please call or text me at 716-903-1053 or email 
dsnyder97@yahoo.com with questions, concerns 
or to volunteer to teach.   

Debbie Hutton, NPC Children’s 
Christian Education Committee Chair 

  

Communion Schedule 

December 19 
January 9 

 (Dates are subject to change without notice) 

mailto:n.church.npc@gmail.com
mailto:dsnyder97@yahoo.com
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Christmas Pageant 

On Sunday, December 19, the 
children of the church will 
present this year’s Christmas 
Pageant “The World Sings Noel” by 
Hal H. Hopson, directed by 
Alanna Carlins.   

This is a delightful retelling of the traditional 
Christmas story based on Luke, as told through 
songs from around the world. Join us as the 
Youth and Children’s choir tell the Christmas 
story with songs from Cameroon, Russia, 
Turkey, West Indies, Peru, Ireland, Puerto Rico, 
Austria and Liberia.  We hope to see everyone 
there! 

 

 

Stewardship 
 

Financial Snapshot 
October 2021 Year to Date

 

YTD 
ACTUAL 

YTD 
BUDGET 

ANNUAL 
BUDGET 

INCOME: 
   

     Giving $237,292  $241,170  $289,415 

     Rental Income $48,789  $46,080  $55,300 

     Investment Income $11,997  $10,000  $12,000 

     All Other $12,266  $4,590  $5,500 

          Total Income $310,344  $301,840  $362,215 

    

 

YTD 
ACTUAL 

YTD 
BUDGET 

ANNUAL 
BUDGET 

EXPENSES: 
        People/Staffing $229,808  $229,340  $275,216 

     Building/Property $37,581  $43,270  $51,911 

     Programs/Outreach $9,617  $12,330  $14,768 

     All Other $15,314  $12,300  $14,750 

        Total Expenses $292,320  $297,240  $356,645 

    SURPLUS 
(DEFICIT) 

$18,024  $4,600  $5,570  

IN A NUTSHELL: We are pleased to report the 
October 2021 year to date results continue to track 
favorably to budget.  While there is typically some 
uncertainty with non-pledge income as we 
approach the end of the year, we are cautiously 
optimistic total year 2021 will result in a 
breakeven, if not a small surplus. 

In recent months we have turned our attention to 
the 2022 budget planning process.  As you know, 
we are dependent on donations in developing the 
budget.  We are extremely grateful for the financial 
support the congregation has shown in the past. 
Through your abundant generosity, we again look 
forward to a successful Stewardship Campaign. 

Please feel free to contact any member of the 
Finance Committee if you have questions. 

Finance Committee: Duncan Hemink, Brad Hahn 
(Treasurer), Marci Hunt, Tim Hutton, Mary Beth 
Karr (Assistant Treasurer), Dick Mesmer (Session 
Rep). 

Year-End Giving 

For gifts to North to be considered 2021 
contributions, please note these deadlines: 

 Cash and checks must be received in the 
church by noon on December 31.  

 If mailing a check, it must be postmarked 
by December 31. 

 Online gifts may be made until midnight 
December 31, using the Donate button 
on North’s website. 

file:///C:/Users/NPC/Dropbox/North%20Star/2020/Summer%202020/northchurchwilliamsville.org/donations/
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Donations statements will be sent in January for 
2021 giving.  Thank you for supporting the 
mission and ministries of North Church! 

Including North in Your Estate 
Planning 

This is a joyous time of the year when we 
celebrate the birth of Jesus and reflect on all 
those blessings which bring us hope and comfort, 
like family, friends and very importantly your 
church family.  Please take a moment and reflect 
on the many ways the church plays a role in your 
life and your vision as well as of the impact it 
could have in the lives of those who follow. 

You can help ensure North’s future by making a 
planned gift using your will.  A pamphlet entitled 

Remembering North with 
a Legacy Gift in the 
literature rack near 
the Church office 
provides more detail.  

Please pick up a copy and look it over.  If you 
have a general question, please leave a message in 
the Church office and someone will contact you.   

By including North you can ensure the Church 
will: 

 have a secure source of funds to support 
its ministries, 

 be able to meet unexpected needs, 

 have the resources to supplement the 
annual budget during periods of financial 
stress, and  

 enable the Church to capitalize on future 
opportunities. 

Please note you should consult your attorney or 
financial/tax advisor for specific details 
concerning estate planning.  Thank you and God 
bless! 

P.S.  If you have already included the Church in 
your estate planning and never informed anyone, 

please let the office know, so you can be included 
in the Legacy Society.  Thank you. 

Ways of Making Gifts to North 

Thank you for your generous continued giving to 
North.  Please know that our offerings to North 
remain important.  They help cover our utilities, 
staff salaries and other essential expenses.  You can 
make a gift to North in the following ways: 

 Check mailed to North Presbyterian Church, 
300 N. Forest Rd., Williamsville, NY 14221. 

 Online bill pay through your bank (use 
address above). 

 Credit card through North’s online giving 
page on our website: Donate.  If you are able 
to include the processing fees in your gift, 
that is helpful to the church. 

 ACH through the church’s website or your 
bank. 

 Charitable IRA Distribution.  Please consult 
your financial advisor about this. 

 Appreciated stock.  Contact the church office 
for financial transfer information. 

However you make your gifts, 
please remember to designate how 
these gifts are to be used, e.g. 
pledge payment, regular offering 
for operating fund, per capita, 
Pentecost, etc. If you are not able to indicate this 
with online bill pay, please send a message about 
your gift to Karen Thomas at 
bookkeeper@northchurchwilliamsville. 

If you need additional information, please contact 
Brad Hahn, church Treasurer, 574-0223 or 
brad@bghahn.com.  
 
 

  

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/donations/
mailto:bookkeeper@northchurchwilliamsville
mailto:mbkarr@verizon.net
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Events & Happenings 
 

Turkey Basket Project 

The Turkey Basket Committee is so grateful for 
the community donations and volunteers from 
our community partners that made this year’s 
Turkey Basket Project another success! 

This year’s turkey basket project presented 
significant challenges, but because community 
members from North Presbyterian Church, 
Williamsville East High School, Congregation 
Shir Shalom, Temple Beth Zion, Christ 
Methodist Church, and Amherst Presbyterian 
Church answered our call for help to buy 
turkeys, we did it together! We are also grateful 
for the help with shopping, donations of canned 
goods, turkeys and money, and lots of volunteers 
to help throughout the week and weekend. 

This year's agencies and 
the number of complete 
meals provided were as 
follows:  Gerard Place 
14; Buffalo City Mission 
40; Vive La Casa 30; 

University Food Pantry-canned/dry goods only; 
Pricilla Project/Jericho Road CHC 20; First 
Presbyterian Church 20; Citizens Community 
Development Corp. 40; CAO/HeadStart 35; 
Women's Respite Program 8; Hispanics United 
of Buffalo 50; Jewish Family Services (who gave 
theirs to City of Buffalo Senior Services this year) 

50; St. Lawrence Church Food Pantry 60; 
Catholic Charities 60; City of Buffalo Senior 
Services 50; Congregation Shir Shalom 1; North 
Presbyterian Church 6; for total of 484 complete 
meals. 

We are extremely grateful for organizers Tim 
and Debbie Hutton who went above and beyond 
this year and without whom this project would 
not have been possible.   

Special thanks to all North 
Presbyterian church 
members, employees and 
friends who shopped for 
turkeys and canned goods 
this year and helped with 
turkey deliveries; Deborah 
Mahaney and Meg McDonald 
at Williamsville East High 

School who coordinated food drive and monetary 
collection efforts; Susan Ronald of Congregation 
Shir Shalom; Jason Khayat, Joe Alber and Alanna 
Carlins of North Presbyterian Church; Christ 
Methodist Church on Saratoga in Amherst who 
heard of our turkey need and answered the call; 
and Turkey Basket Project Committee members: 
Chris and Julie Cohan of Congregation Shir 
Shalom, Sharron Frommann of Temple Beth Zion 
and Cindy Adams of North Presbyterian Church.   

Do you recognize these children? 

 
We came across this 
picture recently with 
the caption “delivering 
Thanksgiving food to 
emergency food shelf 
1982.” 
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Bits & Pieces 
 

 

Our True North 

At North Church we find our true selves and 
become most like Christ when we persevere and 
hold each other up in love and prayer.  

Please pray for the families of the following who passed 
away recently: 

Shirley Kreppel, September 2, 2021 
David Boldt, September 13, 2021 

Virginia Webber, September 22, 2021 
William Clark, September 30, 2921 

Garry Ostermeier, October 10, 2021 
Margaret Clark, October 11, 2021 

If we have missed someone, please accept our apology and 
contact the church office so we can update our records. 

Poinsettias to Honor Loved Ones 

This is a wonderful time of year to remember 
someone you love with a beautiful plant—and it 
helps make the North Church sanctuary beautiful 

for the holidays. If you would 
like to honor, celebrate, or 
memorialize a loved one, simply 
fill out a form at church. Plants 
are still only $10 each. You 
must place your order by Monday, December 13. 
(Poinsettias may be taken home after church on 
Sunday, December 26.) 

Senior Wellness 

Everyone is invited to participate in wellness classes 
at the church.  

 Chair yoga meets every 

Monday and Wednesday at 

10:15 a.m in Westminster 

Hall. 

 Silver Sneakers Circuit meets 

every Monday at 9:15 a.m. in Westminster 

 

This year North Church will once again have two Christmas Eve Services. 

4:00 p.m. A family-oriented, kid-friendly service of about 45 minutes in length. 
 

8:30 p.m. A more traditional service focused on telling the Christmas story through 
scripture and carols. 

The traditional candle lighting ritual will be part of both services. 
 

We hope you and your family will join us in person for one (or both!) of the services.  Both 
services will also be live streamed. 
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Hall. The class is 45 minutes of standing low-

impact choreography alternated with upper 

body strength work. This class is suitable for 

all levels of fitness, and the instructor will 

modify to fit your skill level.  

 Please join Livy Ebsary for in-person Pilates 

class every Tuesday at 11 a.m. in the Chapel. 

All classes are free.  

Both the chair yoga and circuit classes are donation-
based and we accept Silver Sneakers. Come join us! 

Church Office Closed 

The church office will be closed: 

Monday, December 27 - Christmas 
Monday, January 3 – New Year’s 
Monday, January 17 – Martin Luther King Jr’s 
Birthday 
Monday, February 21 – President’s Day 

Save the Date 

December 

5 Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus Concert, 3 pm 
13 Session Meeting 7 p.m. 
14 Deacons Meeting 7 p.m. 
19 Children’s Pageant, 10:15 am 
24 Christmas Eve Services 4 pm and 8:30 pm 
25 Merry Christmas! 
27 Christmas Holiday – Church Office 

Closed 

January 

 3 New Year’s Holiday – Church Office 
Closed 

10 Session Meeting 7 p.m. 
11 Deacons Meeting 7 p.m.  
17 Martin Luther King Jr’s Birthday – 

Church Office Closed 

February 

8 Deacons Meeting 7 p.m.  
14 Session Meeting 7 p.m. 
15 North Star Deadline 
21 President’s Day – Church Office Closed 

 

Sunday Bulletin 
If you have an announcement, please e-mail 
n.church.npc@gmail.com by noon on 
Wednesday. 

Weekly E-mail Blasts 
This church-wide e-mail generally goes out 
on Thursday evening. If you are not 
receiving this communication but would like 
to be added to the list, e-mail 
n.church.npc@gmail.com to be added. 

Newsletter (North Star) 
You can submit story ideas by e-mailing it to 
n.church.npc@gmail.com. The newsletter is 
published in March, June, September, and 
December. The newsletter is available online 
but we are happy to mail it to you if you 
wish. Please call the office to make 
arrangements.   

North Star Deadlines 
February 15 

May 15 
August 15 

November 15 

mailto:n.church.npc@gmail.com
mailto:n.church.npc@gmail.com
mailto:n.church.npc@gmail.com
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Phone 
Your call is very important to us. We try to 
take every call but if we missed yours, please 
leave a message at 716-632-1330. We make 
every effort to return your call within 24 
hours or less.  

 Phone Extensions: 
21 Office/Reyne Jankowski  
22 Pastor/Bill Hennessy 
23 Bookkeeper/Karen Thomas 

 24 Organist/Marlene Harrington 
26 Facilities/Mike Callaghan 

Resource Center    389-2023 

The staff members listed below do not keep regular 
office hours and cannot be reached at the church 
with their own extensions; however, you may leave 
a message for them with the office administrator.  

Alanna Carlins, Children’s Choir Director 
Olivia Ebsary, Sacred Arts 
Kurt Ebsary, Music Assistant 
Regina Koteras, Childcare  
Mack Barker, Shared Youth Director 

 

Contact Information 

300 North Forest Rd., Williamsville, NY 14221 
(716) 632-1330 

Office Hours:  M-Th:  8:00 am-3:00 pm 
F: 8:00 am–12 noon 

www.northchurchwilliamsville.org 

E-mail:  n.church.npc@gmail.com 

 

http://www.northchurchwilliamsville.org/
mailto:n.church.npc@gmail.com

