
North Presbyterian Church 
21st Sunday After Pentecost 

October 17, 2021 
10:15 a.m. 

 
WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD 

  
Greeting, Welcome, Announcements 
 

Prelude    
 

Call to Worship 
In Christ, the God of heaven has made a home on earth. 
Christ dwells among us and is one with us. 
Highest of all creation, Christ lives among the least. 
He journeys with the rejected and welcomes the weary.  
Come now, all who thirst, 
and drink the water of life. 
Come now, all who hunger, 
and be filled with good things. 
Come now, all who seek, 
and be warmed by the fire of love. 

 

Prayer of Invocation 
 

Hymn 186 Come Now, You Blessed, Eat at My Table 
 

*Call to Confession 
 

*Prayer of Confession 
Lord Jesus, Judge of the nations: We confess that we have not seen your face among 
our neighbors in need. We have not shared our food with the hungry; we have not 
offered clothes to the destitute or shelter to the homeless. We have not welcomed 
the stranger, nor have we visited prisoners. We have not paid attention to these, your 
sisters and brothers, and, in our neglect, we have failed to serve you. Lord, forgive us; 
open our eyes to recognize your beloved family, and give us the blessing of sincere 
repentance that we may know the joy of eternal life with you and all the saints in this 
world and in the world to come. Amen. 

 

*Silent Confession    (A time for personal confession of sin) 
 

*Assurance of Forgiveness 
Hear the good news! 
God loves us. God forgives us. 

 

*Response Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!  Hymn 591 
 

*Passing of the Peace 
Having received Christ’s peace, let us share it by turning to our neighbors and greeting them, saying “May 
the peace of Christ be with you!” Please stay in your seats, no handshaking or physical contact. 

 



Children’s Time 
 (Children may go to Sunday school in the north basement after Children’s Time.) 

 
WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 

 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Scripture Matthew 25:31-46    
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon “When Did We See You?” 
 

WE RESPOND AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 

*Affirmation of Faith 
We believe in God whose love is the source of all life and the desire of our lives, 
whose love was given a human face in Jesus of Nazareth, whose love was crucified by 
the evil that waits to enslave us all, and whose love, defeating even death, is our 
glorious promise of freedom.  Therefore, though we are sometimes fearful and full of 
doubt, we trust in God; and, in the name of Jesus Christ we commit ourselves, in the 
service of others, to seek justice and to live in peace, to care for the earth and to share 
the commonwealth of God’s goodness, to live in the freedom of forgiveness and the 
power of the Spirit of love, and in the company of the faithful so to be the Church, for 
the glory of God.  Amen. (© The Iona Community from The Iona Abbey Worship Book, published by 

Wild Goose Publications, Iona Community, Fourth Floor, Savoy House, 140 Sauchiehall St., Glasgow G2 
3DH, UK) 

 

Call to Discipleship Matthew 25 Clark Squires 
  Kerri Bigler 
  Sharon Dittmar 
 

Hymn Jesus, Be with Us See Insert 
 

Reminder of Stewardship 
 

*Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow: 
Praise God all creatures here below; Alleluia; Alleluia; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost; 
Alleluia; Alleluia; Alleluia; Alleluia; Alleluia.  

 

Prayers of the People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
Hymn 543 God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me 



WE DISPERSE TO SERVE GOD IN THE WORLD 
 

Charge 
 

Benediction 
 

Postlude    
 
*Please stand as you are able 

 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS TODAY 

Liturgist:  Olivia Ebsary 

Lock-up:  Byron Mohlke 

Ushers: Jim & Diane Sprague 

 



 

 



Hymns 
Led by Kurt Ebsary 

 

Hymn 186 Come Now, You Blessed, Eat at My Table 

“Come now, you blessed, eat at my table,” said Jesus Christ to the righteous above.  
“When I was hungry, thirsty, and homeless, sick and in prison, you showed me your 
love.” 

When did we see you hungry or thirsty?  When were you homeless, a stranger alone?  
When did we see you sick or in prison?  What have we done that you call us your own? 

“When you gave bread to earth’s hungry children, when you gave shelter to war’s 
refugees, when you remembered those most forgotten, you cared for me in the 
smallest of these.” 

Christ, when we see you out on life’s roadways, looking to us in the faces of need, then 
may we know you, welcome, and show you love that is faithful in word and in deed. 

Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music © 1995 Jeeva Sam. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. Music Arr. © 1995 Ron Klusmeier (admin. Musiklus klus@musiklus.com). All rights reserved.  Reprinted with 
permission under ONE LICENSE, License # A-700789. All rights reserved. 

Hymn 543 God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me 

God, be the love to search and keep me; God, be the prayer to move my voice; God, be 
the strength to now uphold me:  O Christ, surround me; O Christ surround me. 

Bind to myself the Name of Holy, great cloud of witnesses enfold; prophets, apostles, 
angels witness:  O Christ, surround me; O Christ surround me. 

Brightness of sun and glow of moonlight, flashing of lightning, strength of wind, depth 
of the sea to soil of planet:  O Christ, surround me; O Christ surround me. 

Walking behind to hem my journey, going ahead to light my way,  and from beneath, 
above, and all ways:  O Christ, surround me; O Christ surround me. 

Christ in the eyes of all who see me, Christ in the ears that hear my voice, Christ in the 
hearts of all who know me:  O Christ, surround me; O Christ surround me. 

Text and Music © 2004 This Here Music (ASCAP) Worldmaking.net. Used by permission.  Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE, License # A-700789. All rights reserved. 

  



Scripture Readings 

Matthew 25:31-46 
31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the 

throne of his glory.  32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one 

from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his 

right hand and the goats at the left.  34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you 

that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 

was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you 

took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’  37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, 

when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink?  
38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing?  
39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’  40And the king will answer 

them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, 

you did it to me.’  41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me 

into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no 

food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, 

naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’  44Then they also 

will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in 

prison, and did not take care of you?’  45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not 

do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’  46And these will go away into eternal 

punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

 

 



Together We Are North 

Grounded in Faith, Growing to Serve 

PRAYERS FOR ONE ANOTHER 

Ephesians 6:18: “Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert 
and always persevere in supplications for all the saints. Pray also for me...” So Paul instructed the 
Christians at Ephesus, and so we pray for one another:   

Dorcas and Lewis Alford, Gloria Ballatista Curt Beall (Barb Beall), family of David Boldt, family of Bill and Marge 
Clark, Melissa Floria (Jean Ervin), Roger Gross, Karen Hopkins (Glenn Hopkins), Bob Johnston, family of Robert 
Kenney, Sarah Kipp (Linda Burger), Patricia Kolle (Sheridan Skura), Dale McDowell (Gloria McDowell), Bob Monin, 
Sheri Olivieri (Ginny Bradley), family of Garry Ostermeier, Mohammed Rezuwan and Rohinga refugees in 
Bangladesh (Alex Ebsary), Everett Rutherford (Wendy & Tim Ayler),  family of Bill Schulz, Barbara Thomson 
(Marlene Harrington), family of Virginia Webber, Joanne Weber (Karen Thomas), Adam Wheeler (Ed Eisenlord) , 
Anne Wheeler (Ginny Bradley) 

If you know of any other prayer concerns, please contact any Deacon, Pastor Hennessy or the church office. 
 
============================================================================================= 

 
 

CALENDAR

Sunday, October 17 

9:00 am Adult Ed/Library 

9:00 am Bible Study/S-261 

9:30 am Children’s Choir Rehearsal/N-101 

10:15 am Worship/Sunday School/Live Stream 

1:00 pm Kevin Jopp Music Recital/Sanctuary 

Monday, October 18 

9:15 am Silver Sneakers/WH 

10:15 am Chair Yoga/WH 

11:30 am All Staff Meeting/Lib 

6:00 pm Sheila’s Aerobic Jazz/WH 

Tuesday, October 19 

11:00 am Pilates/Chapel 

1:30 pm Bible Study/Zoom 

7:00 pm Finance Committee/Lib 

Wednesday, October 20 

9:00 am Chair Yoga/WH 

10:00 am Memorial Service/Marge Clark/Sanctuary 

1:00 pm Book Group/Lib 

6:00 pm Sheila’s Aerobic Jazz/WH 

6:30 pm WNY Improv/Chapel 

Thursday, October 21 

6:30 pm GS Troop 31484/WH 

Friday, October 22 

Saturday, October 23 

8:00 am Lifeline Screening/WH 

Sunday, October 24 

9:00 am Adult Ed/Library 

9:00 am Bible Study/S-261 

9:30 am Children’s Choir Rehearsal/N-101 

10:15 am Worship/Sunday School/Live Stream 

 

To see a complete list, go to 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-

north-star/.  

 

AGO—American Guild of Organists 

CSS—Congregation Shir Shalom 

EGA—Embroidery Guild 

GS—Girl Scouts 

DR—Dickinson Room  

FJC—Family Justice Center 

FONP—Friends of Night People 

Kit—Kitchen 

LE3—Before and After School Program 

Lib—Library 

MG—Memorial Garden 

Ofc—Church Office 

WH—Westminster Hall 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/


 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

ADULT ED:  9:00 a.m. in the Library 

Beginning October 17 through November 7, we are following the whole church curriculum “Follow 

Me” where we will discuss Hospitality.  The practice of hospitality is displayed across the breadth of 

Scripture. It is found in the ways God initiates relationship with humans from the earliest stories in 

Genesis through the closing imagery in Revelation. Hospitality is witnessed in the interactions 

between God and people and among people, it is codified in various laws and proverbial sayings. 

Jesus modeled hospitality and celebrated it in his Last Supper with his friends. The apostle Paul 

opened his letters with words of hospitality and encouraged early Christians to welcome one another 

in the name of Christ. In this four-week study, we limit our focus to a few select texts from the 

Hebrew and New Testaments that help highlight four aspects of hospitality mentioned in the Adult 

Reflection Guide. 

 October 17th - Session One:  Welcome Others as God Welcomes You.  In Genesis 1 and 2, 

God’s abundant welcome is offered in the creation stories. 

 October 24th – Session Two:  See Christ in Every Person: Friends, Stranger, and Enemy.  

In Matthew 25, Jesus claims that we do unto him as we do for those who are poor, hungry, 

thirsty, naked, sick, imprisoned, or estranged. 

 October 31st - Session Three: Know Your Gifts.  We consider people’s differing gifts for 

offering hospitality as shown in the actions of Mary and Martha in Luke 10. 

 November 7th - Session Four:  Challenge Othering.  Finally, we consider how to make 

space to welcome those who might otherwise be excluded from our hospitality. 

Look for all the offerings for Adult Education in the church’s Thursday News from North e-mail.  

Please join us and enrich your faith journey among friends. 

BIBLE STUDY:  9:00 a.m. in S-261 

Sunday morning bible study resumed this morning.  We will meet at 9 am. in S-261 (formerly the 

Resource Center).  Everyone is welcome to join at any time. 

TUESDAY AFTERNOON BIBLE STUDY 

Bible study is held every Tuesday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. via Zoom.  If you are interested in joining, 

please call the church office or email n.church.npc@gmail.com. 

DONATION STATEMENTS 

Donation statements for the first three quarters of 2021 will be mailed the week of October 11th to 

all regular donors, including pledge and non-pledge donors. If you have any questions about your 

statement or do not receive a statement in the mail by October 25th, please contact Brad Hahn, 

Treasurer, at brad@bghahn.com. 

mailto:n.church.npc@gmail.com


BREAKFAST MEETINGS 

This fall in cooperation with our Sister Churches, there will be a series of breakfast meetings with 

informative speakers.  Please join us for the final fall program: 

 Saturday, November 13, 9:00 am hosted by Amherst Presbyterian Church: Speaker, Ken 

Hughes is the Pastor of First Presbyterian, Buffalo. He will share with us his work on a 

taskforce shaping the future of the Presbytery of Western New York. 

Everyone is invited and welcome to attend any or all of these events. 

BOOK GROUPS 

Everyone is invited to participate in a book group discussion. Groups meet in the church library on 

the third Wednesday of the month.  Below are the books up for discussion and the meeting 

times/dates. 

 October 20, 1 p.m. This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger 

 October 27, 10 a.m. The Moor's Account by Laila Lalami 

SERVICE SUNDAY FOLLOW-UP 

If any volunteers who helped out on Service Sunday would like a t-shirt iron on 

patch with this logo, you can pick one up in the Church office during regular 

business hours or contact Louise Cooper. 

 

AFGHAN EVACUEES ARRIVING.  YOU CAN HELP! 

The North Church Session approved appropriating $3,000 to Journey’s End Refugee 

Services for renting an apartment for some of the 350 Afghan evacuees expected to 

arrive in Buffalo in late September or early October. On the recommendation of the 

Advocacy and Outreach Committee, we will be co-sponsoring a family under the 

Journey’s End “Home Again” program. 

Very soon you will hear more details about the need for furniture and household items in good 

condition.  Monetary donations can be made at any time to North Presbyterian Church with “Afghan 

Evacuees” in the subject line. 

DISASTER RELIEF 

Unfortunately, the nation and world are experiencing consecutive unprecedented disasters in the 

form of earthquakes, hurricanes and fires.  Presbyterian Disaster Assistance sets aside funds from the 

One Great of Sharing to deal immediately with these disasters.  The disasters affecting people right 

now will require long term assistance and you can help with these efforts. 

How You Can Help 

If you would like to contribute to assist in either or both of the PDA Haiti or Hurricane Ida relief 

efforts, please send your checks payable to North Presbyterian Church marked "Haiti"  or “Ida” in the 



memo line.  You can also donate through North’s online giving page on our website:  Donate.  (If 

you are able to include the processing fees in your gift, that is helpful to the church.)  Please mark 

your gift "No Designation" and enter "Haiti" or “Ida in the additional comments box.  North Church 

will forward the collective donations for each of these efforts to PDA. 

Thank you for your compassion and generosity as we continue to pray for those afflicted by these 

disasters. 

PRESBYTERIAN VILLAGE OPEN HOUSE 

The Presbyterian Village at North Church will host an open house on October 28 from 1 to 6 pm.  

Open house is free and open to the public.  Tours are by appointment only.  Call Lisa Lundy, 

Administrator at 716-810-7475 for more information or to arrange a tour. 

CALL FOR LITURGISTS, USERS, AND LIVE STREAM CAMERA OPERATORS 

We are in need of liturgists, ushers, and live stream camera operators for our Sunday worship 

services. Call or email the church office if you would like to help out in this way:  632-1330 or 

n.church.npc@gmail.com. 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP SERVICES 

We welcome everyone to attend in-person Worship Services and want to assure that you feel 

comfortable and safe while you are inside the building.  As we are still in the midst of a pandemic, we 

wish to remind everyone of the safety protocols that have been established to protect those individuals 

who are most vulnerable or have not yet been fully vaccinated 

Face masks must be worn at all times while moving around the sanctuary and 

building.  Please see exceptions below.  If you do not have a mask, one will 

be provided for you.  Medical masks are located on the table in the south 

entrance vestibule. 

• While seated in the sanctuary, you are welcome to remove your mask 

if you are seated with persons who are also fully vaccinated. 

• If you wish to sing aloud, you must wear a face mask even if you are fully vaccinated. 

• If you are not fully vaccinated, you are encouraged to keep your face mask on and maintain 

proper social distancing at all times while inside the building. 

• Hand sanitizer can be found at both the south and north entrances and at various locations 

throughout the building.  

For the security and safety of all who enter our building, your understanding and cooperation in 

following these few simple rules is greatly appreciated. 

  

https://northchurchwilliamsville.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=890dadfaafeedfa41cc935385&id=f3c6526f8e&e=946c576149
https://mcusercontent.com/890dadfaafeedfa41cc935385/files/37333888-ff67-4d20-fbf2-b4d8c41dc87e/PV_Open_House.pdf
mailto:n.church.npc@gmail.com


MINISTERS: THE CONGREGATION 

Pastor/Head of Staff:  The Rev. William T. Hennessy 

Administrative Assistant:  Reyne Jankowski 

Facilities Caretaker:  Mike Callaghan 

Director of Music, Organist:  Marlene Harrington 

Bookkeeper:  Karen Thomas 

Childcare Supervisor:  Regina Koteras 

Coordinator of Sacred Arts:  Olivia Ebsary  

Youth Director, Northtowns:  Mack Barker 

Director of Music, Children & Youth:  Alanna Carlins 

Musical Assistant: Kurt Ebsary 

 

Our Church Officers 

Clerk of Session:  Mitch Roemer 

Treasurer:  Brad Hahn 

Assistant Treasurer:  Mary Beth Karr 

Class of 2022 Class of 2023 Class of 2024 

Sharon Dittmar Louise Cooper Randy Bigler 

Dirk Pouli Warren Marcus Olivia Ebsary 

Clark Squires Dick Mesmer Cynthia Machamer 

Pat Townsend Tom Miller Debbie Hutton 

  Debbie Katz 

Board of Deacons 

Moderator:  Kerri Bigler 

Class of 2022 Class of 2023 Class of 2024 

Jeff Ebsary Kerri Bigler Chris Gunther 

Kath Hahn Amanda Crandall Duncan Hemink 

Lisa Marsherall Mary Lou George Marilyn Link 

Diane Sprague Sue Lee Jim McConnell 

 Heather Randall Karen Roesser 

 

  



MISSION STATEMENT 

Brought together by our shared faith in Jesus Christ, 

Called by God to live as faithful disciples, 

Blessed by our diverse gifts and experiences, 

We commit ourselves to: 

Worship together, 

Teach and learn from one another, 

Nurture each other with care and love, and 

Reach out in ministry and mission to the world. 

(Adopted by the Session June 5, 2006) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LET’S CONNECT 

Website: https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville/ 

Phone: 716-632-1330 

Email:  n.church.npc@gmail.com 

Thursday e-blast and special announcements:  

Please make sure the church office has your email address if you wish to receive email 

 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/
https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville/

