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Welcome Back! 
 

s I’ve been thinking about what topic 
to address in my column for the 
North Star, I realize there’s really 
only one topic that’s relevant. We are 
moving closer and closer to a new 

normal at the church that looks and feels a lot 
more like the “old” normal than I thought it 
would. Since opening worship to in-person 
attendance in March, we’ve been very cautious 
about our numbers in the sanctuary and diligent 
with signing people in and taking temperatures. 
And I think by and large people have felt 
comfortable being together and worshiping with 
some restrictions.  

As of Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd, however, 
some things have changed. We will no longer 
restrict our numbers in worship. As more people 
are fully vaccinated, it is much safer for them to 
sit near one another, so spacing requirements are 
less restrictive. People who are not fully 
vaccinated should continue to distance themselves 
safely from others. It’s unlikely we’ll find 
ourselves lacking enough space to accommodate 
everyone. On Pentecost we had a congregation of 
around 75 people, the largest we’ve seen since 

March 8, 2020. It felt good to see so many in 
attendance, but it was still a little unsettling.  

We do still ask that everyone mask during 
worship. This may not be necessary for people 
who are fully vaccinated, but there are still a 
number of folks who are not vaccinated and 
children under 12 cannot be vaccinated yet, so in 
the interests of protecting those folks, we all need 
to wear our masks. It’s a common sense 
precaution that we may actually need to observe 
for several more months. But people are 
welcome to sing behind their masks if they wish. 
We’ve introduced a smaller version of the choir, 
all of whom are fully vaccinated, to lead our 
music and in the months ahead we may be able to 
expand that number. Hearing hymns sung by a 
group instead of an individual is a welcome 
addition. 

Standing at certain points in the service will also 
be reintroduced. One element that’s been lost 
during all this has been congregation participation 
in worship. We’re not meant to be passive 
observers of worship. Worship should be an 
interactive experience. We do that through 
communal prayers, responsive readings, 
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congregational singing of hymns and praise, and 
moving our bodies a little bit to stand at certain 
points. All these elements will be reintroduced in 
the coming weeks as we make our way back to 
more normal practices.  

And during the summer I’m hopeful we’ll be able 
to do some things outside such as picnics and 
worship. On June 20th, the first Sunday of our 
summer schedule, our Adult Education 
Committee has arranged for an ice cream truck 
to be here following worship. I hope you’ll come 
and take advantage of that. Later in June we’ll be 
hosting a Chiavetta’s dinner for the community, 
drive through only. In July the Board of Deacons 
is planning a picnic featuring pulled pork BBQ. 
And some time in late July or early August we 
may try to hold an outdoor worship service, 
weather permitting. 

I know there are all sorts of things pulling you 
one place or another this year and many demands 
on your attention. But please, if it’s possible, 
come join us for worship and fellowship when 
you can. One thing I think many of us have 
learned over the last 14 or 15 months is how 
much we cherish one another’s company. I’ve 
missed being able to see so many of you, and I 
know you’ve missed seeing each other. Please 
come join us so we can re-forge our bonds to 
each other. It may be a new normal, but even 
though there are some differences, the need we 
have for one another, our mutual dependence, 
remains the same as ever. We are still Christ’s 
body in this place and every one of us is needed 
to make it complete. I hope to see you soon and 
often in the weeks and months ahead.  

God’s peace be with each of you, good friends,  

Pastor Bill 
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Meet Your New Treasurer 
by Reyne Jankowski 

 
n April of this year, Brad Hahn assumed the 
role of church Treasurer.  For those of you 
who might not know a lot about Brad, I 
thought this might be a good time to get to 

know him. 

Brad is the eldest son of Paul & Kath Hahn.  His 
brother, Nathan, is the middle child, and sister, 
Stephanie is the youngest.  Brad’s family joined 
North Church in 2004 when Brad was 13 years 
old.  Shortly after his confirmation, Brad served 
two years on Session as a youth representative.  
After graduating from Williamsville South High 
School in 2009, he was elected to Session and 
served two terms as an Elder.  Prior to the 
pandemic, Brad was a regular volunteer on 
Tuesday afternoons with the North Church group 
that served dinner at the Friends of Night People. 

Brad graduated from the University at Buffalo in 
2013 where he majored in political science, 
geography and English. While attending UB, he 
worked as a volunteer docent with Preservation 
Buffalo Niagara.  Based on this experience, Brad 
recognized the need for an organization that 
would promote Buffalo and its unique 
architecture.  So not long after graduating from 
UB, he, along with a few other volunteer 
docents, established Explore Buffalo, a non-profit 
organization that provides tours and educational 
programs that promote the architecture and 
history of Buffalo and Western New York. 

With Brad at the helm as Executive Director, 
Explore Buffalo has seen its tours grow from 
6,000 guests in 2013 to over 25,000 in 2019.  
Brad said that 2020 was a challenge, but with a 
great staff and volunteers that displayed great 
creativity and dedication, they were able to start 
up tours on a limited basis in July.  Brad says they 

are looking forward to another 
great season in 2021. 

As a side note, our own Duncan 
Hemink sits on the board of 
Explore Buffalo as Vice President 
and Mack Barker is on staff as 
Education Coordinator. 

Brad lives in North Buffalo with his fur baby, a 
cat named Aurora.  In his spare time, he likes to 
work in the gardens around his house.  He also 
frequents the numerous cultural institutions, 
concerts and restaurants in and around Buffalo.  
Brad also has the newspaper delivered to his 
home and reads it thoroughly every day! 

Brad likes to travel around the U.S.  The last few 
years, he has been on what he calls his “western 
adventure.”  He has visited national parks in 
Utah, Colorado, and South Dakota including Mt. 
Rushmore, Badlands National Park and Devil’s 
Tower.  He plans to visit New Mexico this fall to 
continue his western swing through the United 
States. 

Brad says he likes to take a break from 
architecture while on vacation and just enjoy the 
natural environment, hiking, and the outdoor 
experience. 

When asked how he came to the decision to take 
on this new role in the Church, he said, “Duncan 
asked!”  After giving it serious thought, he 
decided that based on his experience at Explore 
Buffalo, with the support of Assistant Treasurer 
Mary Beth Karr and Bookkeeper Karen Thomas, 
and his desire to “give back”, he could fill this 
important role. 

Please join me in welcoming Brad and offering 
him our support in this new adventure! 

  

I 

https://explorebuffalo.org/
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Member Corner 
 

The Penny Man 

Just in case you missed it, we found out a few 
weeks ago that our own Jonathan Roesser (son of 
Karen and Bill Roesser) was recently interviewed 
for a Spectrum News story.  Click here to see the 
video of his interview.   

After his best friend, Andrew, died from 
leukemia, Jon decided he wanted to help others 
who were suffering with leukemia. 

Dubbing himself as “The Penny Man”, Jon 
collects pennies from generous donors, which he 
rolls himself and then donates to the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society.  During the pandemic it 
became much harder to collect those pennies, so 
he set up a GoFundMe page so he could continue 
his fundraising efforts. 

Over the last 10 years Jon has collected over 
$5,000 and he's not done yet!  Let's see if we can 
help Jon raise another $5,000 and make a 
difference for those suffering from leukemia and 
lymphoma!   

There is a penny collection jar in the church 
office if you would like to drop off your spare 

pennies or you can donate by visiting Jon's 
GoFundMe page.  

 

As Jon says, "Every penny counts!" 

Milestones 

On October 10, 2020, Betty Bowling reached a 
record milestone and celebrated 90 years as a 
member of North Presbyterian Church.  She was 
confirmed in 1920 when she was just 12 years 
old.   

Betty is the last surviving member from the old 
church on Utica Street in Buffalo and has many 
fond memories of her time spent there.  
Incidentally, Betty celebrated her 103rd birthday 
in February!   

Congratulations Betty on a life well lived! 
 

 

Mission & Outreach 
 

Angels Among Us 

We have an angel amongst us and her name is 
Karen Hopkins! 

Karen is our “sunshine” person.  She spreads 
sunshine to our congregants with her handmade 
crafted cards.  Whether it’s for a birthday, illness 
or condolence, she takes it upon herself to send 

out her unique cards as a token of love and 
friendship on behalf of our church.  

Thank you, Karen!  We 
appreciate you not only for 
your thoughtfulness but also for 
sharing your gifts and talents 
with everyone at NPC! 

https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/buffalo/news/2021/04/28/making-a-difference-one-penny-at-a-time
https://northchurchwilliamsville.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=890dadfaafeedfa41cc935385&id=0cb27c8a70&e=8f17b5c15a
https://www.gofundme.com/f/pennies-for-patients-by-jon?utm_campaign=p_cp_url&utm_medium=os&utm_source=customer
https://www.gofundme.com/f/pennies-for-patients-by-jon?utm_campaign=p_cp_url&utm_medium=os&utm_source=customer
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Volunteer Opportunities 
UPC Food Pantry 

3330 Main Street, Corner of  
Niagara Falls Boulevard 

by Mary Beth Karr 

Food supplies are plentiful at the UPC Food 
Pantry, thanks to Nourish New York and other 
programs.  Overall demand has stabilized closer to 
pre-pandemic levels.  Operations moved indoors 
late last year, with Covid safety precautions.  
Beginning in June, clients will again make their 
food choices off the shelves rather than receiving 
pre-filled bags.  

Current volunteers have 
worked multiple shifts each 
month through the pandemic.  
Many would now like to 
resume once-a-month roles.  
Please consider volunteering.  
You will help our neighbors 
who continue to struggle to 
make ends meet, and you will continue North’s 
long involvement with the Food Pantry.  North 
Church has partnered with the UPC Food Pantry 
since its start 30+ years ago. 

Volunteers are needed for one or more of the 
following days and times: 

1.5 hours per month 
3rd Monday, 2:30-4:00 p.m. 
Load, transport and unload excess Mobile Pantry 
items from Trinity United Methodist (Niagara 
Falls Blvd at Longmeadow) to UPC 

2.5 or 4 hours per month 
at Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, 11:30-4:00 

University Presbyterian Church 
Assist Food Pantry clients 

1 hour per month 
2nd Tuesday, mid- to late morning (volunteers 
are notified of scheduled time) 

Help receive and store delivery from FeedMore 
WNY/Food Bank 

Interested?  Call the University Presbyterian 
Church office 716-836-7660.  Thank you! 

Organizational Mission for UPC Food Pantry 

Working through the Food Bank of WNY and 
supported by individuals, local religious 
organizations and community groups, our all-
volunteer pantry provides nutritious food to those 
individuals and families in our local area who 
struggle with hunger and food insecurity, helping 
them to supplement their food resources in a 
manner that is respectful and caring. 

Advocacy and Outreach 
Committee: Origins and Activities 

Did you know we are a Matthew 25 Church? – 
We are more than a committee! 

Prior to the formation of the Advocacy and 
Outreach Committee by the Session, a temporary 
task force of three Session members was appointed 
to facilitate the process of becoming a Matthew 25 
Church.  There are currently over 940 Matthew 25 
churches in this country. Our church accepted the 
invitation to become a Matthew 25 church in 
December 2019. The Matthew 25 Task Force 
dissolved after describing what a Matthew 25 
church is to the Session, the Deacons, Adult 
Education and the congregation at a breakfast and 
slide show program in January 2020.   

What does it mean to be a Matthew 25 Church? 

The Matthew 25 mission focuses 
on:1) building congregational 
vitality, 2) dismantling structural 
racism, and 3) eradicating systemic 
poverty. As a Matthew 25 church, 
we are called to actively engage in 
the world around us, so our faith 

comes alive, and we wake up to new possibilities. 
Any activities within the church which address 



 
6 

 

these focuses fall within the scope of a Matthew 25 
church.  Some examples are the Task Force for 
Racial Justice with University Presbyterian Church, 
Adult Education Classes and Bible Study, Service 
Sunday, and the Hunger Projects. 

When was the Advocacy & Outreach Committee 
formed? 

The Session passed the following motions in 
October 2019: 

The Advocacy and Outreach Committee began to 
function in January 2020 after the Session passed 
the following 2019 motions:  

“The Session delegates to the Board of Deacons the 
responsibility of identifying and attempting to meet 
the needs of the poor and vulnerable, mainly in the 
Town of Amherst. Those needs would especially be 
met through (1) referrals, (2) volunteer activities of 
our members, and (3) where appropriate, 
donations of material items (new children’s coats, 
boots, food, school supplies, etc.) and only to a 
minimal extent through monetary means.” 

“The Session 
establishes a new 
committee of 
Session to oversee 
the six annual 
offerings… The 

committee will research recipients, decide the 
recipients of the locally designated portion (LD) 
and help to educate the congregation in relation to 
the themes of the offerings which focus on our 
ministry to the region, nation, and world in which 
we live, especially in the light of our commitment 
to the Matthew 25 principles.  They will seek input 
from the wider congregation concerning these 
ministries.  Unlike the local ministries supported by 
the Deacons, these will be one-time grants that do 
not assume continuous financial support.”  

“The new committee will educate the congregation 
on becoming an effective advocate for policies that 

protect the most vulnerable. The existing Earth 
Care task force (co-chairs Pat and Bill Townsend, 
the racial justice group working with UPC, a 
hunger task group … and other policy-related 
groups that may be formed in the future and 
proposals for advocacy will access Session through 
this committee.” 

“Members of the new committee shall serve for a 
term of 3 years, beginning in January, renewable 
for a further 3 years, followed by at least one year 
before re-appointment. The committee will choose 
its own chair.  It will include two Session members 
and at least three other members.” 

What has the Advocacy and Outreach 
Committee been up to? 

Since April 2020, the committee has been meeting 
monthly on Zoom.  A planned breakfast 
presentation to Adult Education and to the 
congregation, The Mideast Crisis: The Assassination of 
General Soleimani and Music in Exile by Alex Ebsary, 
had to be postponed due to Covid 19.  We hope to 
schedule that again when things return to the “new 
normal.”  In a presentation to the committee, 
Norm Schifferle discussed a speaker and potential 
workshop for the church on “Telling Your Story.”  
Again, the pandemic occurred prior to further 
work on this project.   

During March 2021, the 
Presbyterian Church, USA 
asked us to tell them what we 
did with the local portion of 
the 2020 Pentecost offering. 
The committee worked with 
the Hunger/Turkey Basket Project Committee to 
tie the Pentecost offering to meeting food 
insecurities via donations to the University 
Presbyterian Church Food Pantry and the Turkey 
Basket Project.  A description of these activities 
accompanied by pictures of the Turkey Basket 
project was submitted.   
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At our April 2021 meeting, Rev Elena Delgado, 
Susan Riley, and Reyne Jankowski, President, Vice-
President, and Secretary/Treasurer respectively, of 
the organization Water=Life, a future potential 
recipient of an offering, discussed their mission and 
programs.   

On April 24, 2021 Pat Townsend presented 
discipleship and advocacy for Earth Day and Earth 
Month at the Sunday morning service. Three 
members of the committee have presented various 
programs throughout 2020-2021 for the Adult 
Education Committee. 

The current members of the Advocacy and 
Outreach Committee are Joe Alber, Kerry Bigler, 
Sharon Dittmar, Kath Hahn, Clark Squires, and Pat 
Townsend. Ginny Bradley is helping with advocacy 
efforts.  If you wish to join the committee, we will 
welcome you with open arms. Terms are up to 
three years. To join, contact any of our members.   

 
The Advocacy and Outreach Committee is 
responsible for four special offerings: 1) One Great 
Hour of Sharing (OGHS) 2) Pentecost/Celebration 
of Youth (LD 40%), 3) Peace and Global Witness 
(LD 25%), and 4) Christmas (LD 100%). The 
Finance Committee has primary responsibility for 
the Per Capita collection. Responsibility for the 
Hunger Initiative is shared between the Deacons 
and the Turkey Basket Committee (LD 100%).  
The needs locally, nationally, and globally are great 
this year due to the COVID 19 pandemic and 
natural disasters occurring throughout the world.  

One Great Hour of Sharing 

Donations to OGHS this year amounted to 
$3,502.60 and were sent to the Presbytery of 
WNY for mission-related activities.  Included in 
that amount was $375 transferred from the Special 
Offerings Fund. This fund was established with a 

$1,500 donation from an anonymous church 
member who wished the money to be divided 
among the four special offerings at the discretion of 
the Advocacy and Outreach Committee.   

Pentecost Offering 

The Pentecost/Celebration of Youth Offering was 
conducted during May.  Since the Pentecost 
Offering began in 1998, Presbyterians have raised 
more than $15 million for ministries that support 
and care for young people as they build a strong 
foundation of faith. The Pentecost Offering also 
supports the Youth Triennium, a gathering of high 
school age youth from across the country who share 
their faith and unique place in the faith community. 
The next Triennium occurs in July 2022.  

Homelessness is one of the most prominent signs of 
poverty. The local portion of the Pentecost 
Offering was equally divided among Compass 
House and Harvest House.  Compass House, 
founded in 1972 as a center for homeless youth, 
operates an Emergency Shelter, a Resource Center, 
and a Rapid Re-Housing Program. It is the area's 
only shelter for youth of all genders.   Harvest 
House, founded in 1993 as a refuge for people 
living in poverty, operates a Baby and Children’s 
Ministry, a Retreat Center, Good Neighbors 
Health Care, and a New Hope Education Center.  
Both organizations address the root causes of 
poverty. 

A Big Thank You for Your Generous 
Contributions! 

Thank you notes for donations given in Fall 2020 
have been received from the 
University Presbyterian Church 
Food Pantry ($50); Bread for the 
World ($60); the Development 
Team, Jericho Road, Community Health Center 
and Dr. Myron Glick, Jericho Road, Community 
Health Center for our $562.50 donation from the 
Peace and Global Witness offering. 
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Spiritual Growth 
 

In-Person Worship Services 

In-person worship services are no longer limited in 
number and reservations are not required.  Face 
coverings must be worn at all times while inside the 
building in order to continue protecting those 
individuals who have not yet been fully vaccinated. 

Persons who are fully vaccinated are welcome to sit 
with others who are also fully vaccinated (i.e. two 
weeks past second dose).  We encourage all fully 
vaccinated individuals to consider returning to 
Sunday worship at North Church. 

Adult Learning Opportunities 

Adult Ed 

Join the Adult Ed group on 
June 6 & 13 for a two-week 
discussion on Spiritual Gifts.  
Paul writes in his letter to the 
church in Corinth that to 
each is given a gift by the 
Spirit for the common good. 

(1 Cor. 12:7)  Our discussion will focus on the 
following questions:  "How do we discover these 
gifts?  Does it really matter if we can name our 
spiritual gifts? How can knowing about spiritual 
gifts help us?  Free feel to download the 
Participant's Guide here:  

June 6 - Spiritual Gifts Session 1 
June 13 - Spiritual Gifts Session 2 

Feel free to join the adult education Zoom group 
for a single morning or on a regular basis. The 
presentations and discussions run from 8:45 to 
9:45 am.  Adult Ed will not meet on May 30.  
Please join us as early as 8:30 am for virtual 
coffee and conversation before class! 

To celebrate the beginning of 
the summer worship schedule 
and Father’s Day on June 
20th, the Adult Education 
Committee is sponsoring a 
visit from Chilly Billy’s ice 

cream truck.  The worship service will be from 
9:30 am to 10:30 am and the ice cream truck will 
be in the front parking lot from 10:30 am until 
11:30 am.  The ice cream will be free and is a gift 
from the Adult Education Committee.  Consider 
bringing a lawn chair to relax on as you eat your 
ice cream. 

Following our ice cream social, 
we hope many will come join 
the Adult Education class, 
which will be held in person in 
Westminster Hall.  Our 
summer program will be using 
the Presbyterian Women 
Horizons 2021–2022 Bible 
study: “What My Grandmothers Taught Me: 
Learning from the Women in Matthew’s 
Genealogy of Jesus”.  Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, 
Bathsheba, and Mary—Matthew names these 
women for a reason. How might Jesus have heard 
the stories of his grandmothers? What might the 
young Jesus have felt, as he heard about his 
family? What might the stories of these women 
have added to his sense of identity, as part of a 
particular family in a particular time and place? 
And what can Jesus’s grandmothers-of-the-faith 

Communion Schedule 
June 20 

July 11 

August 15  

(Dates are subject to change without notice) 

https://northpresbyterianchurch.files.wordpress.com/2021/05/spiritual-gifts-session-1.pdf
https://northpresbyterianchurch.files.wordpress.com/2021/05/spiritual-gifts-session-2.pdf
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teach us? By exploring these stories together, we 
will have a richer idea of what the good news is.  
The Study guide is available in the church office 
for $10.00.  Just see Reyne. 

Beginning June 20th Adult Ed will meet in 
Westminster Hall on Sundays at 10:30 am 
following worship through the end of August.  
Please note we will not meet on July 4. 

Please join us and continue your faith journey 
with this interesting Bible study! 

Bible Study 

Pastor Bill hosts a live Zoom 
bible study on Tuesday 
afternoons at 1:30.  If you are 
interested in joining in, please 
call the church office at 632-
1330 or email 
n.church.npc@gmail.com. 

Sunday School 

Many, many, many thanks to 
parents, grandparents, children, 
and congregation members who 
served as readers from Growing in 
God’s Love: A Story Bible.  It was so 
great to hear so many voices and 
see so many faces.  The feedback 

that we received is that people of all ages really 
enjoyed the children’s time presentations. 

We look forward to September.  It will be with 
great joy that we all have an opportunity to be 
together again.  The Children’s Christian 
education team will begin planning soon.  We are 
looking at a curriculum that can be utilized across 
multiple aspects of our living faith: adult 
education, children’s education, and worship.  
More details to come soon!!! 

If you are interested in joining these discussions, 
participating on the children’s Christian 
education team advisory committee, or lending a 
hand as a teacher, please feel free to reach out to 
the Children’s Education Committee: 

Debbie Hutton  
dsnyder97@yahoo.com 
716-903-1053 

Sheridan Skura  
sheridan1101@gmail.com 
716-689-8253; or 

Marsha Villano  
villano2905@roadrunner.com 
716-688-7392 

 

 

Stewardship 
 

Financial Snapshot 
April 2021 Year to Date 

Year to Date 2021 
Donations 

Building 
Usage 

Misc 
Income 

Total 
Income 

Total 
Expenses 

Surplus 
(Deficit) 

Actual $97,106 $17,507 $5,785 $120,398 $116,177 $4,221 

Budget $96,468 $18,432 $5,836 $120,736 $118,896 $1,840 

Favorable (Unfavorable) vs 
Budget 

$     638 ($    925) ($     51) ($     338) ($   2,719) $5,570 

 

mailto:n.church.npc@gmail.com
mailto:dsnyder97@yahoo.com
mailto:sheridan1101@gmail.com
mailto:villano2905@roadrunner.com
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IN A NUTSHELL: The April year to date results 
track closely to budget in all areas. Giving 
represents approximately 81% of total income. In 
this category, current year pledges are slightly 
higher than budget.  Similarly, on the expense side, 
people/staffing represents approximately 81% of 
total expense. In this category, the slight increase 
over budget relates to the timing of payroll periods 
which will be back on budget as we move through 
the year. 

We are deeply appreciative of your continued 
financial support to the life and ministry of North 
Church.  

Please feel free to contact any member of the 
Finance Committee if you have questions:  
Duncan Hemink, Brad Hahn (Treasurer), Mary 
Beth Karr (Assistant Treasurer), Dick Mesmer 
(Session Rep), Neil Arnold, and Tim Hutton. 

What Will Be Your Legacy? 

In 2012 a small committee called Planned Giving 
was created to encourage members to include 
North in their wills and estate plans. The 
following year an entity called the Legacy Society 
was approved by Session to honor everyone who 
makes a commitment to benefit North in this 
way. 

Will you plan your legacy by including the 
Church in your estate?  It’s easy to do.  Just speak 
to your attorney or financial adviser about the 
best way. By taking this step you help ensure the 
Church will: 

 have a secure source of funds to support its 
ministries, 

 be able to meet unexpected needs, 

 generate the income to supplement the 
annual budget during periods of financial 
stress, and  

 enable the Church to capitalize on future 
opportunities. 

A pamphlet entitled 
Remembering North with 
a Legacy Gift in the 
literature rack near 
the Church office 
provides more detail. Please pick up a copy and 
look it over or call the office to have a copy mailed. 
If you have a general question, please leave a 
message in the Church office and someone will 
contact you. 

Remember, taking this simple step today will 
make a big difference tomorrow in the life of the 
Church. 

~The Planned Giving Committee 

P.S.  If you have already included the Church in 
your estate planning and never informed anyone, 
please let the office know, so you can be included 
in the Legacy Society.  Thank you. 

Ways of Making Gifts to North 

Thank you for your generous continued giving to 
North.  Please know that our offerings to North 
remain important.  They help 
cover our utilities, staff salaries 
and other essential expenses.  
You can make a gift to North in 
the following ways: 

 Check mailed to North Presbyterian Church, 
300 N. Forest Rd., Williamsville, NY 14221. 

 Online bill pay through your bank (use 
address above). 

 Credit card through North’s online giving 
page on our website: Donate.  If you are able 
to include the processing fees in your gift, 
that is helpful to the church. 

 ACH through the church’s website or your 
bank. 

 Charitable IRA Distribution.  Please consult 
your financial advisor about this. 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/donations/
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 Appreciated stock.  Contact the church office 
for financial transfer information. 

However you make your gifts, please remember 
to designate how it is to be used, e.g. pledge 
payment, regular offering for operating fund, per 
capita, Pentecost. If you are not able to indicate 
this with online bill pay, please send a message 

about your gift to Karen Thomas at 
bookkeeper@northchurchwilliamsville. 

If you need additional information, please contact 
Brad Hahn, church Treasurer, 574-0223 or 
brad@bghahn.com.  

 

Events & Happenings 
 

Chiavetta's Chicken BBQ 

The Chiavetta's Chicken BBQ 
fundraiser will be held Friday, 
June 25th from 4 to 7 pm (or 
until sold out).  This will be a 
drive through event 
only.  Dinners are $10 and 
include 1/2 chicken, potato 
salad, coleslaw, roll and butter.  
Presale tickets will be available 

at the church office during regular office hours. 

Since we have been unable to hold any 
fundraisers for over a year, we are hoping for a 
successful event this year.  Please invite your 
family and friends to enjoy a delicious prepared 
meal and support the mission and work of North 
Church! 

Thank You! to those who volunteered to help 
out. If you would like to help or for more 
information, please contact Sue D'Angelo (716) 
908-2370 or sjdangelo530@gmail.com. 

New Officers 

Please welcome the class of 2024!  The following 
Elders and Deacons were installed during the 
Worship Service on April 11: 

 

 

 

Elders:  Warren Marcus, Dick Mesmer, Randy 
Bigler, Olivia Ebsary, Cynthia Machamer, Debbie 
Hutton, Debbie Katz 

Deacons:  Mary Lou George, Chris Gunther, 
Duncan Hemink, Marilyn Link, Jim McConnell,  

 Karen Roesser 

Welcome New Confirmands! 

Pastor Bill was pleased to confirm three of our 
young people in May.  Sara Koteras, daughter of 
Regina and Gary Koteras; Charlie Hutton, son of 
Tim & Debbie Hutton; and Matthew Bottorff, 
son of John & Jenn Bottorff were received into 
membership during the worship service on 
Pentecost Sunday, May 23.  Congratulations 
Sara, Charlie and Matt on this important step in 
your faith journey! 
 

 

mailto:bookkeeper@northchurchwilliamsville
mailto:mbkarr@verizon.net
mailto:sjdangelo530@gmail.com
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Intergenerational Event 

On Sunday, March 14, the Adult Ed and Sunday 
School joined together for an Intergenerational 

Event via Zoom.  
Bags with study 
materials, craft kits, 
and snacks were 
delivered to all the 
children and adults 
who participated in 
the event.  The event 
was attended by 25 
people and everyone 
had a fun time, 
learned a lot, and got 
to know one another 
a bit more.   

 “Thank you so much to the organizers of this event! So 
filled with wisdom for all.”-- the Yeary family 

 “A big thank you to Adult Christian Education.  We 
have worked on the Lord's Prayer formerly with the kids 
during 2018-2019 Sunday School year and Lord's 
prayer and a Prayer Wall (based on an article from the 
God Squad shared by Pudge Pullen) during the 2019-
March 2020 Sunday School year.  Today, you 
presented wonderful new prayer modes that adults and 
children alike can practice.  We will work on practicing 
these in Sunday School when we can meet again.” --
Debbie Hutton 

Easter Egg Hunt 

On Saturday, April 3, Tim and Debbie Hutton 
organized a community Easter Egg Hunt at Basset 
Park.  Children and their families from North 
Church and LE3 were invited to participate. 

The weather held out and there were eggs 
scattered all over the park.  Pastor Bill came by 
on his bike, which was awesome!   There were 16 
egg hunters, and some families who happened to 

be in the park at that time were invited to join in 
the fun!  

The Yearys brought a work colleague and her 
two kids, Louise Cooper’s daughter Meredith 
and her two children joined us, and Nana Marty 
Shafer and Charlie were there.  

We were 
especially happy 
to have Karen 
Roesser and 
Jonathan 
Roesser help 
(Jon was the 
greeter and 
held onto the 
Hutton’s dog, Kona) while the Hutton family—
Charlie, Tim, Debbie and Henry—scattered 225 
eggs that were stuffed with individually wrapped 
candy plus a strip of paper with North Church 
information on it like in a fortune cookie. Thanks 
to Louise Cooper and Warren Marcus for their 
chocolate donation and Sharon Dittmar for the 
monetary donation. With the donations and what 
we already had in the Sunday school supply room 
as well as a little bit more donated by the Hutton 
family, we were able to make this event a 
success!   

“Very inspiring. 
This is the kind 
of project 
North needs to 
invest more 
time in.  Thank 
you all for 
setting the 
right example 

for us to follow.” – Warren Marcus 

“Thank you, Debbie and Tim, for coming up with this 
wonderful idea and putting it all together! It was so 
much fun to watch the kids "scramble" for eggs! I know 
everyone had a terrific time.” -- Pastor Bill 

Caleb Yeary said he knew 
Origami and knew how to 

make his prayer box! 
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“Thank you thank you Debbie, Tim, Charlie, & Henry 
Hutton and EVERYONE who contributed to the Easter 
Egg Hunt!  It was so much fun and a GREAT way to 
bring North Church out into the community!” -- Marty 
& Charlie 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Bits & Pieces 
 

Our True North 

At North Church we find our true selves and 
become most like Christ when we persevere and 
hold each other up in love and prayer.  

Please pray for the families of the following who passed 
away recently: 

John MacInnes, January 6, 2021 
(Charlotte Boyer’s Brother) 

Mary Anne Gebhardt—March 31, 2021 
John Knerr—April 18, 2021 

(Susan Kreppel’s Father) 

Barbara Hill—May 3, 2021 

If we have missed someone, please accept our apology and 
contact the church office so we can update our records. 

Youth Group Sub Sale 

The youth group would like to thank everyone 
who supported their annual sub sale in April.  
There were 60 subs sold here at North along with 
additional monetary gifts.  Together, both sub 
sales at UPC and North raised $950.  This money 
will directly help out the cost of sending our 
youth to Montreat this summer. 

Summer Worship Schedule 

Beginning Sunday, June 20, worship service will 
begin at 9:30 a.m. Adult Ed. will meet after the 
service. 

Resource Center 

The Center for Christian Growth (formerly The 
Resource Center) has moved.  They are 
holding an open house on June 16 from 2 to 5 
pm.  Everyone is invited to stop by and see their 
new digs!  They are located in the CE wing of 
First Presbyterian Church, 149 Broad Street, 
Tonawanda.  Click here for more information. 

Their new phone number is 716-389-2023.  You 
can also contact with them via email 
resourcecenterwny@gmail.com. Check out their 
new website www.ccgwny.weebly.com. 

AED/CPR Training 

We are overdue!  The church just 
renewed our annual medical 
direction contract for the AED 
system and some of the AED pads 
that had expired were replaced.  As 
COVID-19 conditions have 

improved, that means it’s time to train folks on 
how to use the AED that we are blessed to have in 
our church building.  

Please contact Debbie Hutton at 716-688-4658 
or at dsnyder97@yahoo.com to express your 
interest in being trained and preference for a 
weekday or weekend, morning, afternoon or 
evening. The training is a 4-hour commitment 

https://northpresbyterianchurch.files.wordpress.com/2021/05/open-house-announcement.pdf
mailto:resourcecenterwny@gmail.com?subject=From%20Presbytery%20of%20WNY%20newsletter
http://www.ccgwny.weebly.com/
mailto:dsnyder97@yahoo.com
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and typically costs $65 per participant. 
Participants are responsible for the full cost of 
training.  

This is a great way to be ready to help your 
friends and neighbors and congregation 
members! 

As with everything during this time, COVID-19 
social distancing and safety practices will be 
implemented during this training including 
universal mask wearing. 

Senior Wellness 

Please join Livy Ebsary for in-person 
Chair Yoga classes, which will be held at 
the church every Monday at 10:15 a.m. 

beginning July 12. 

Livy will continue the live 
stream of her chair yoga class at 
10:25 a.m. every Wednesday 
on our YouTube channel and 
Facebook page until the end of July.  Tune in live 
or watch it later, whatever works for you!  

Livy will hold an in-person Pilates class 
every Tuesday at 11 a.m. in the Chapel 
beginning June 8 through the end of 

August.  All classes are free.  

Save the Date 

June 

7-13 Pastor Bill Vacation 
  8 Deacons Meeting 7 p.m. 
14 Session Meeting 7 p.m.  
20 Summer Worship 9:30 am Begins 

July 

  5 Independence Day Holiday – Church 
Office Closed 

16 David Griebner Memorial Service 
 

August 

  7 Betty Hunt Memorial Service 
  15 North Star Deadline 

Church Office Closed 

The church office will be closed: 

Monday, July 5 
4th of July Holiday 

 

Sunday Bulletin 
If you have an announcement, please e-mail 
n.church.npc@gmail.com by noon on 
Wednesday. 

Weekly E-mail Blasts 
This church-wide e-mail generally goes out 
on Thursday evening. If you are not 
receiving this communication but would like 
to be added to the list, e-mail 
n.church.npc@gmail.com to be added. 

Newsletter (North Star) 
You can submit story ideas by e-mailing it to 
n.church.npc@gmail.com. The newsletter is 
published in March, June, September, and 
December. The newsletter is available online 
but we are happy to mail it to you if you 
wish. Please call the office to make 
arrangements.   

 

North Star Deadlines 
August 15 
November 15 
February 15  

May 15 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/feed/my_videos
https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville
mailto:n.church.npc@gmail.com
mailto:n.church.npc@gmail.com
mailto:n.church.npc@gmail.com
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Phone 
Your call is very important to us. We try to 
take every call but if we missed yours, please 
leave a message at 716-632-1330. We make 
every effort to return your call within 24 
hours or less.  

 Phone Extensions: 
21 Office/Reyne Jankowski  
22 Pastor/Bill Hennessy 
23 Bookkeeper/Karen Thomas 

 24 Organist/Marlene Harrington 
26 Facilities/Mike Callaghan 

Resource Center    631-0979 

The staff members listed below do not keep regular 
office hours and cannot be reached at the church 
with their own extensions; however, you may leave 
a message for them with the office administrator.  

Alanna Carlins, Children’s Choir Director 
Olivia Ebsary, Sacred Arts 
Kurt Ebsary, Music Assistant 
Regina Koteras, Childcare  
Mack Barker, Shared Youth Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Meet Our Confirmands 

Sara Koteras 

 

Sara is 17 years old and in 11th grade at Amherst 
High School. Sara loves to dance and sing. She has 
been involved in the drama club at school and has 
been a part of the operettas there. She enjoys 
youth group, hiking with family, and hanging out 
with friends.  

Sara has a steady babysitting job for two boys 
after school, which she enjoys tremendously.  She 
plans to go to college to study education with a 
minor of special education so she can become a 
kindergarten teacher. She has helped in the 
nursery and with Sunday School, which has been 
very helpful in her decision to become a teacher. 
 
 

 

  

Contact Information 

300 North Forest Rd., Williamsville, NY 14221 
(716) 632-1330 

Office Hours:  M-Th:  8:00 am-3:00 pm 
F: 8:00 am–12 noon 

www.northchurchwilliamsville.org 

E-mail:  n.church.npc@gmail.com 

 

http://www.northchurchwilliamsville.org/
mailto:n.church.npc@gmail.com
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Matthew Bottorff 

 
Matthew is 14 years old.  He is a freshman at 
Williamsville North High School.  Matthew plays 
JV football for his school.  His position is wide 
receiver.  Matthew’s favorite subjects are Business 
and US History.  Matthew loves football and the 
Marvel shows and movies.  On Saturdays, Matthew 
volunteers to coach children in the Play60 football 
program.  He is excited to go to Montreat for the 
first time this summer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charlie Hutton 

 

Charlie is 16 years old and currently a 10th 
grader at Williamsville East High School.  He 
likes sports (likes to watch and play all sports!).  
He is the goalkeeper for the Williamsville East 
High School soccer team and the Amherst soccer 
travel team.  Charlie’s future plans are to go to 
college and work in the sports industry. 

 

 

 

 


