
North Presbyterian Church 
7th Sunday of Easter 

May 16, 2021 
 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD 
  
Greeting, Welcome, Announcements 
 

Prelude   
 

Call to Worship and Prayer of Invocation 
 

Hymn 452 Open the Eyes of My Heart  
 

Confession Time 
O God, in Christ you bore the suffering of the world and made us witnesses to your 
grace. In your Word you showed us your vision of peace and made us witnesses to 
your promises. Forgive us, O God, when we fail to work for your reign, forgetting that 
you have called us to bear your truth. Forgive us, O God, when we gaze up toward 
heaven, forgetting that you have called us to do your work on earth. Forgive us, O 
God, and by your forgiveness, enlighten us to recognize the resurrection all around us. 
Amen. 

 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
 

Children’s Time The Lord’s Prayer Lisa Marsherall 
 

Special Music I’ll Fly Away arr. Kurt Ebsary 
 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Scripture Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:15-23  
 

Sermon “Above But Not Beyond” 
 

WE RESPOND AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the 
Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. We trust in Jesus Christ, fully 
human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor 
and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, 
healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving 
sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. —A Brief Statement of Faith 
 

Call to Discipleship Advocacy and Outreach Committee 
 



Reminder of Stewardship 
 

Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow: 
Praise God all creatures here below; Alleluia; Alleluia; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost; 
Alleluia; Alleluia; Alleluia; Alleluia; Alleluia.  

 

Prayers of the People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

 

Hymn 543 God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me  
 

WE DISPERSE TO SERVE GOD IN THE WORLD 
 

Charge/Benediction 
 

Postlude  
 



Hymns 
Led by Kurt Ebsary 

 

Hymn 453 Open the Eyes of My Heart 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord.  Open the eyes of my heart; I want to see you; I want 
to see you; 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord.  Open the eyes of my heart; I want to see you; I want 
to see you; to see you high and lifted up, shining in the light of your glory. 

Pour out your power and love as we sing “Holy, holy, holy.”   
Holy, holy, holy.  Holy, holy, holy.  Holy, holy, holy, I want to see you. 

Text © 1966, 1982 Willard F. Jabusch. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. Music Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE, License # A-700789. All rights reserved.  

Hymn 543 God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me (O Christ, Surround Me) 

God, be the love to search and keep me; God, be the prayer to move my voice; God, be 
the strength to now uphold me:  O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 

Bind to myself the Name of Holy, great cloud of witnesses enfold; prophets, apostles, 
angels witness:  O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 

Brightness of sun and glow of moonlight, flashing of lightning, strength of wind, depth 
of the sea to soil of planet:  O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 

Walking behind to hem my journey, going ahead to light my way, and from beneath, 
above, and all the ways:  O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 

Christ in the eyes of all who see me, Christ in the ears that hear my voice, Christ in the 
hearts of all who knew me:  O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 

Text and Music © 2004 This Here Music (ASCAP) Worldmaking.net. Used by permission.  Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE, License # A-700789. All rights reserved. 

  



Scripture Readings 

Acts 1:1-11 
1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 

2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 

apostles whom he had chosen.  3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 

convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.  
4While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise 

of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but 

you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will 

restore the kingdom to Israel?”  7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the 

Father has set by his own authority.  8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.”  9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 

their sight.  10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white 

robes stood by them.  11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This 

Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 

into heaven.” 

Ephesians 1:15-23 
15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 

reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers.  17I pray that the God 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you 

come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the 

hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 
19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working 

of his great power.  20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and 

seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and 

dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come.  
22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 
23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

 



 

Together We Are North 

Grounded in Faith, Growing to Serve 

PRAYERS FOR ONE ANOTHER 

Ephesians 6:18: “Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert 
and always persevere in supplications for all the saints. Pray also for me...” So Paul instructed the 
Christians at Ephesus, and so we pray for one another:   

Gloria Ballatista (Bill & Marge Clark), Curt Beall (Barb Beall), David Boldt, family of Don Boyer, family of Rod 
Bradley, Ru & Marion Brook (Charlotte Boyer), family of Nancy Burt (Deenie Miethanar’s sister), family of Carlene 
DeRoo, family of Ann Eisenlord, family of Bill Ervin, family of Barbara Fiewig (Judy Clare), Melissa Floria (Jean 
Ervin), family of Ron Glasgow (Wendy Ayler), family of Tina Harrison (Pam Ostermeier), Karen Hopkins (Glenn 
Hopkins), family of Betty Hunt (Bill Hennessy), the Khayat Family, Sarah Kipp (Linda Burger), Patricia Kolle (Sheridan 
Skura), Dale McDowell (Gloria McDowell), family of Dorothy Merrill, Bob Monin, Sheri Olivieri (Ginny Bradley), 
Everett Rutherford (Wendy & Tim Ayler), Martin Schwarz (Dick & Judy Mesmer), Naomi Slusser (Sue Magnano), 
Barbara Thomson (Marlene Harrington), Adam Wheeler (Ed Eisenlord) 

All those brave souls on the front line of the pandemic, including our own: 
Aaron Adams, ER Doctor 
Melissa Arnold, Doctor, Boise, Idaho 
Joanne Booth, Nurse 
Tessa George Chopra, ER Doctor 
Amanda House, Nurse 
Debbie Hutton, Speech Pathologist, Oishei Children’s Hospital 
Chad Kahler, Dentist 
Erin Kahler, Hospice Nurse 
Keith Marshall, Doctor 
Shirley Mazourek, ECMC Behavioral Health 
Alyssa Menza, Nurse, Sister’s of Charity Hospital 
Melinda Mesmer, Primary Care Physician, Boston, MA 
Amanda Parker, Nurse, Millard Fillmore Suburban Hospital 
Lynda Roemer, Family Nurse Practitioner 
Julie Roesser, Nurse, Canterbury Woods 
Nathan Sprague, NYS Police Officer 
Lisanne Sprague McMullen, Clinical Pharmacist, Rochester General Hospital 
Brad Sprague, Transport Nurse/Paramedic, Oishei Children’s Hospital/MercyFlight, first responder Main-
Transit Fire Department 
Beth Vandenberg, Nurse 
Staff & Volunteers of FeedMore WNY, feeding vulnerable populations and clients who rely on their 
services. 

Please let us know of any other health care personnel or first responders that we should be remembering in our 
prayers.   

If you know of any other prayer concerns, please contact any Deacon, Pastor Hennessy or the church office. 
 
 


