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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD 

  
Gathering Time Music 
 

Greeting, Welcome, Announcements 
 

Prelude Come, thou Long-Expected Jesus/Lo How a Rose arr. Tennent   
 

Opening Litany 
 

Candle Lighting Song Carol This Advent 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle Carlins Family 
 

Hymn 105 People Look East   
 

Confession Time 
Lord, we have not kept watch for you. We have occupied ourselves with our own 
concerns. We have not waited to find your will for us. We have not noticed the needs 
of the people around us. We have not acknowledged the love that has been shown to 
us. Forgive us for our lack of watchfulness. Help us to wait to know your will. Help us 
to look out for the needs of others. Help us to work and watch for your coming. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
 

Children’s Time A Prophet is Born The Hutton Family 
 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Scripture Isaiah 64:1-9  
 

Sermon “Hope Against Hope” 
 

WE RESPOND AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 
Hymn 82 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 

Reminder of Stewardship 
 



Communion 
 Invitation 
 Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 
Prayer after Communion 

Gracious and abundant God, even as we wait for the fulfillment of your 
creation, you meet us in Christ at this table, in this meal. We thank you for 
feeding us with the bread of life and quenching our thirst with the cup of 
salvation. Now lead us into the world by the power of your Holy Spirit to share 
your life and salvation with all whom we meet. Amen. 

 
WE DISPERSE TO SERVE GOD IN THE WORLD 

 
Hymn 88 O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

O come, O come Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,  
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.  
 

Charge/Benediction 
 

Postlude O Come, O Come, Emmanuel arr. Hayes  
  
 



Hymns 
Led by Kurt Ebsary 

Hymn 105 People Look East 

 People Look east.  The time is near of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able; trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east:  Love, the Guest, is on the way. 

Furrows, be glad.  Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there. 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may flourish. 
People, look east:  Love, the Rose, is on the way. 

Birds, though you long have ceased to build, guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east:  Love, the Bird, is on the way. 

Stars, keep the watch.  When night is dim one more light the bowl shall brim,  
shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east:  Love, the Star, is on the way. 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth, Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east:  Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

Text © 1960 David Higham Associates, Ltd. All rights reserved.  Used by permission.  Music Harm. © 1928 Oxford 
University Press from The Oxford Book of Carols.  Reproduced by permission of Oxford University Press.  All rights reserved.   
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License # A-700789. All rights reserved. 

Hymn 82 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

Come thou long expected Jesus, born to set the people free;  
from our fears and sings release us; let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art;  
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king,  
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;   
by thine all sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License # A-700789. All rights reserved. 

  



Scripture Readings 

Isaiah 64:1-9 

1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at 

your presence—2as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—to make your name 

known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence!  3When you did 

awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.  

4From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who 

works for those who wait for him. 5You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in 

your ways.  But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed.  6We have 

all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.  We all fade like 

a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  7There is no one who calls on your name, or 

attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the 

hand of our iniquity.  8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are 

all the work of your hand.  9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity 

forever.  Now consider, we are all your people. 

 
 
 



 

Together We Are North 

Grounded in Faith, Growing to Serve 

PRAYERS FOR ONE ANOTHER 

Ephesians 6:18: “Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert 
and always persevere in supplications for all the saints. Pray also for me...” So Paul instructed the 
Christians at Ephesus, and so we pray for one another:   

Cathy Ayler (Tim and Wendy Ayler), Gloria Ballatista (Bill & Marge Clark), Curt Beall (Barb Beall), family of Maxine 
Bell (Bill Hennessy), David Boldt, family of Don Boyer, family of Rod Bradley, family of Nancy Burt (Deenie 
Miethanar’s sister), family of Ralph Doerzbacher, Jr., Pamela Dzialak (Marjorie Grisante), family of Ann Eisenlord, 
family of Bill Ervin, Melissa Floria (Jean Ervin), family of Dave Griebner (Bill Hennessy), family of Tina Harrison (Pam 
Ostermeier), Thad Hennessy (Bill Hennessy), family of Don Hollfelder (Sue D’Angelo), Karen Hopkins (Glenn 
Hopkins), family of Betty Hunt (Bill Hennessy), Kaitlyn Khayat (Bill Hennessy), Sarah Kipp (Linda Burger), Patricia 
Kolle (Sheridan Skura), family of Mickey McDowell (Gloria McDowell), Ann McIlroy (Bill Hennessy), family of Ken 
McIlroy, family of Dorothy Merrill, Bob Monin, Daniel Place (Heather Randall), Everett Rutherford (Wendy & Tim 
Ayler), Martin Schwarz (Dick & Judy Mesmer), Marty Shafer (Reyne Jankowski), Naomi Slusser (Sue Magnano), 
Barbara Thomson (Marlene Harrington), Alissa Vogelsang (Laurie Kullman), Adam Wheeler (Ann Eisenlord) 

All those brave souls on the front line of the pandemic, including our own: 
Aaron Adams, ER Doctor 
Cristy Albrecht-Carrie, RN on a 13-week COVID care assignment in El Paso, Texas 
Joanne Booth, Nurse 
Tessa George Chopra, ER Doctor 
Amanda House, Nurse 
Debbie Hutton, Speech Pathologist, Women’s and Children’s Hospital 
Chad Kahler, Dentist 
Erin Kahler, Hospice Nurse 
Keith Marshall, Doctor 
Shirley Mazourek, ECMC Behavioral Health 
Alyssa Menza, Nurse, Sister’s of Charity Hospital 
Melinda Mesmer, Primary Care Physician, Boston, MA 
Amanda Parker, Nurse, Millard-Fillmore 
Lynda Roemer, Family Nurse Practitioner 
Julie Roesser, Nurse, Canterbury Woods 
Nathan Sprague, NYS Police Officer 
Lisanne Sprague McMullen, Clinical Pharmacist, Rochester General Hospital 
Brad Sprague, Transport Nurse/Paramedic, Oshei Children’s Hospital/MercyFlight, first responder Main-
Transit Fire Department 
Carol Suckow, Nurse 
Beth Vandenberg, Nurse 
Staff & Volunteers of FeedMore WNY, feeding vulnerable populations and clients who rely on their 
services. 

Please let us know of any other health care personnel or first responders that we should be remembering in our 
prayers.   

If you know of any other prayer concerns, please contact any Deacon, Pastor Hennessy or the church office. 
 
 


