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Moving Forward 
 

he holiday season this year will be a 
challenge for most of us. With the 
pandemic raging across the country, 
many of us will have to miss seeing 
relatives and loved ones in person. But 

that doesn’t mean we can’t be joyful. In spite of the 
limitations there is much to look forward to in the 
coming year. The best news is the possibility of a 
vaccine and a plan for distributing it globally. Now 
may be a good time, in fact, to reflect on what this 
time has taught us about ourselves so that when we 
are able to interact more normally we’ll have new 
priorities to guide us. 

One lesson I’ve learned and have heard from 
many others is how precious our relationships 
with one another are. We have a responsibility 
for one another. Too often we can become so 
insulated from each other that we forget how our 
actions affect those around us. This pandemic has 
revealed many disparities in our society, 
especially when it comes to access to healthcare, 
but also disparities of the value we place on 
different professions. We’ve discovered how 
poorly we compensate those whose lives are at 
greatest risk because their work is so essential for 
our daily living. Frontline healthcare workers and 

first responders, of course, are among them, but 
also grocery store workers and meat packers, 
migrant farm workers and trash collectors. We 
are all in this together and mutually dependent on 
each other for our survival. So, no one can be left 
out.  

As we move into a new year, gratefully leaving 
2020 behind, we might consider finding ways to 
strengthen our bonds to one another. Maybe a 
place to begin is with cultivating opportunities to 
get to know our neighbors. Just before all this 
began we were on the verge of having a new 
relationship with the members of Lincoln 
Memorial United Methodist Church on Buffalo’s 
eastside. I’m hopeful we’ll be able to continue 
working on that relationship. Strengthening the 
bonds of kinship between our congregations is an 
important part of the healing that needs to 
happen once we’re all able to be in each other’s 
presence again.  

As we make our way through Advent and 
Christmas, welcoming the birth of Christ anew in 
our lives, may we also celebrate the birth of new 
relationships of love with sisters and brothers 
from whom we’ve been too long estranged. May 
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we learn well the lessons this time of uncertainty 
has taught us and set new priorities for equity and 
compassion as we move into the future with 
hope. 

God’s blessings and peace to you all in the New 
Year, 

Pastor Bill 
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Reaching a Milestone 
by Reyne Jankowski 

 
n November, our beloved organist and choir 
director, Marlene Harrington, celebrated 50 
years of providing beautiful music and 
worship leadership here at North Church! We 

invite everyone to join us in congratulating 
Marlene on reaching this momentous milestone! 
 Marlene grew up in Northville, Michigan, a 
small town midway between Detroit and Ann 
Arbor, with her younger sister and brother.  Music 
and church were an integral part of her life from a 
very young age.   
 Marlene started with piano lessons then 
took up the clarinet in 7th grade and switched to the 
oboe a year later.  Although she continued to play 
piano, the oboe became her primary instrument 
right through college.  Marlene’s introduction to 
the organ came when she was a senior in high 
school.  Her church’s organist left and Marlene was 
asked to play the organ for a year until she left for 
college. 
 After high school Marlene attended the 
University of Michigan where she graduated with 
a bachelor’s degree in music education.  While in 
college, Marlene joined a Presbyterian college 
youth group in Ann Arbor.  It was here that she 
met her husband of 62 years, Shelby (“Skip”) 

Harrington.  Marlene told 
me that when they met, 
Skip enrolled in dance 
lessons because he wanted 
to impress her!  They fell 
in love and were married 
between her junior and 
senior years at the 
University of Michigan.  
Soon after they were 

married, Skip was drafted into the army.  After 
graduation, Marlene joined Skip in Virginia, 
where he was stationed for two years.   

While in Virginia, the Harringtons joined 
the Hampton, VA Presbyterian Church and 
Marlene was soon tapped to direct the choir.  She 
also took some temporary teaching assignments 
in the Virginia area while Skip was stationed 
there. 

When Skip was discharged from the 
Army in 1959, he accepted a job with Cornell 
Aeronautics (later known as Calspan) and they 
moved to Buffalo and started a family.  Soon after 
arriving in Buffalo, they began looking for a new 
church home and found North Presbyterian 
Church.  From the very first time they visited, 
they felt welcomed and comfortable and soon 
became members.  Marlene joined the choir and 
occasionally substituted for the organist.   

In 1970 
when her children 
were 8, 10 and 
11, the organist, 
Carol Foster, 
moved from the 
area and Marlene 
filled in as interim 
organist.  When the search for a replacement 
began, Marlene said to herself, “I can do this!” 
and immediately applied for the job.  The rest, as 
they say is history! 

Marlene has attended numerous church 
music conferences over the years, always looking 
for new and different ideas to enhance the 
worship experience here at North Church.  After 
attending one such workshop in Ohio in 1990, 
Marlene decided to start the Handbell Choir, 
which included spearheading a fundraising 
campaign to purchase the bells.  The handle of 
each bell bears an inscription of the donor.   

In addition to her busy schedule here at 
North, Marlene has always found time to 
participate in many other musical ventures.  Her 
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favorite extra-curricular activity is to accompany 
music students.  She spent many years 
accompanying children, including her own, for 
New York All State competitions.  Marlene 
started accompanying students from the Buffalo 
Suzuki Strings around 1989 and continues to do 
so today.  Marlene has been fortunate to 
accompany the students of Buffalo Suzuki Strings 
on several world friendship tours and has traveled 
to Australia, Italy, South America, the British 
Isles, Spain, South Africa, and China. 

Marlene played oboe with the 
Cheektowaga Symphony Orchestra for a number 
of years until she decided to “retire” her oboe in 
the early 1980s.  Today, Marlene is a performing 
member of Wednesday Morning Musicale, a 
group of professional and semi-professional 
female musicians who meet once a month from 
October through May for a musical concert, 
business meeting, and lunch. North has been 
fortunate to host the Musicale concert meetings 
from time to time throughout the years. 

Marlene has three children and five 
grandchildren spread across the country in 
Montana, Michigan, Virginia, Kentucky, Texas, 
and one right here in Western New York.  No 
great-grandchildren yet, but she’s looking 
forward to that when it happens! 

When asked what message she has for the 
congregation, in typical Marlene style she 
answered, “Keep a song in your heart!”   

Marlene, as long as you keep playing, 
we’ll keep singing! 

 

 
  

 

Mission & Outreach 
 

Update from the Advocacy and 
Outreach Committee 

The Advocacy and Outreach Committee has been 
meeting via Zoom since the pandemic began.  Two 
special offerings have been completed: 1) The 
Pentecost Youth Offering via e-mail in June, and 2) 
The Peace and Global Witness Offering via snail 
mail in October. The Pentecost/Youth Offering 
yielded $1,605, of which 60% was sent to the 
Presbyterian Church USA and 40% sent to the 
University Presbyterian Church Food Pantry for 
youth-oriented food. Thus far, $2,250 has been 
collected for the Peace and Global Witness 
Offering. Fifty percent will go to Presbyterian 
Church USA, 25% to the Presbytery of WNY and 
25% to the Jericho Road Health Care Center. 

 
The responsibilities of this committee include 
coordinating four special offerings – Christmas, 
One Great Hour of Sharing, Pentecost/Youth 
Celebration, and Peace and Global Witness.  When 
there are local donations within the special 
offerings, the designations are determined in 
consultation with the Deacons. The Deacons carry 
out local advocacy and outreach efforts to care for 
our congregation and the community. As a 
Matthew 25 church, efforts to eradicate systemic 
poverty, dismantle structural racism, and build 
congregational vitality fall within the scope of this 
committee’s activities.  For example, during 
September, Pat Townsend and Warren Marcus 
represented Advocacy and Outreach by each 
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presenting an Adult Education class. Pat spoke 
about nuclear power issues; Warren presented care 
inequities related to Black Lives Matter.   

Due to e-mailed letters for special offerings this 
year, we are able to donate small amounts saved 
from mailings to the Rural Outreach Center (ROC) 
and Bread for the World. ROC offers counseling, 
care coordination and play therapy to over 1,500 
people through its outreach programs.  
Additionally, this organization provides winter 
coats, boots, and snow pants to over 250 children 
living in rural poverty.  Bread for the World is a 
collective Christian voice urging our nation’s 
decision makers to end hunger at home and abroad.   
 
On October 17, NPC hosted a joint Zoom 
breakfast meeting with Amherst and Clarence 
Presbyterian Churches, where Dr. Myron Glick, 
President and CEO of Jericho Road Health Care 
Center, presented the situation of African 
Americans, immigrants, and refugees during the 
pandemic. Many of these individuals receive 
services from Jericho Road and live on the east side 
of Buffalo where there has been a large increase in 
cases. People of color have been disproportionately 
affected as they are more likely to contract 
COVID-19 and more likely to die.  Many social 
factors account for this disparity including 
employers who put profit over safety for essential 
workers, a large number of essential workers, 
multi-generational  dwellings, tendency to go to 
work when ill and then stay at home when too sick 
to work, and poverty. A large number of these 
individuals are non-English speaking and hence less 
informed of Covid news and prevention tactics. 
 
Members of the Advocacy and Outreach 
Committee serve for anywhere up to 3 years and 
can serve a second term of up to 3 years.  Kerri 
Bigler, Sharon Dittmar, Kath Hahn, Warren 
Marcus, Clark Squires, and Pat Townsend are 
current members. We would be delighted to 

welcome other members to this group.  Contact 
any one of us.  Meetings are held on the second 
Monday of each month and we try to limit the time 
to one hour.   

Bread for the World 
by Pat Townsend 

If the name “Bread for the 
World” and the logo here are 
familiar to you, it will be from 
the almost annual Offering of 
Letters that North Church has 
engaged in for more than 40 
years. Bread for the World is 

a nonpartisan Christian advocacy organization that 
works with Congress to implement policies that 
work toward eliminating hunger both 
internationally and domestically. Unfortunately, 
we have not been able to sit down in Westminster 
Hall and write those letters in 2020 due to the 
COVID pandemic.  

We have responded to news photos of long lines at 
food banks by sharing food and dollars from our 
own abundance. Now in the Christmas offering we 
will do the same internationally, responding to 
news that the number of starving people in the 
world will double due to COVID. We need to pair 
those small but meaningful actions with our 
advocacy for our country to respond. How can we 
do this from home? 

One way is to go to the website for the offering of 
letters and use the model letter there for 
international hunger: 

https://www.bread.org/2020-offering-letters 
 
Another way is to join the NPC advocacy e-mail list 
founded by Ann Eisenlord for folks willing to 
consider contacting legislators occasionally, by 
phone, postcard, e-mail, or petition. Requests are 
infrequent, not to overload your mailbox, and 
usually selected from BfW, Church World Service, 

https://www.bread.org/2020-offering-letters
https://www.bread.org/2020-offering-letters
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or the Presbyterian Washington Office mailings.  
Contact Pat Townsend pat_twnsnd@yahoo.com if 
you would like to be added to Ann’s list, which has 
been taken on by the Advocacy and Outreach 
committee.   

 
 
This year’s Christmas Offering will be divided 
among three organizations:  

 
will go to the Amherst Youth The local portion 

Foundation, which offers varied services in support 
of children, youth, and families in the town of 
Amherst. Some examples are: a summer camp, 
over 20 outdoor park/playground locations with 
active and passive recreation opportunities, and 
year round ice skating through the North Town 
Center.    
 
The national portion will go to RIP Medical 
Debt Relief, an organization that eradicates medical 
debt for individuals at pennies on the dollar. We 
are working with University Presbyterian Church 
(UPC) to make more of an impact with the 
contribution to RIP.  UPC has asked this 
organization to target our joint contribution to 
WNY if needy people are identified. Seventy-nine 
million Americans choose daily between paying 
their medical bills and basic needs like food and 
shelter. Sixty-six percent (66%) of all US 
bankruptcies are tied to medical debt issues. RIP 
uses its precise data analytics to pinpoint 
households whose incomes are less that two times 
the federal poverty level guideline or are insolvent. 
This organization then buys debt in bundled 
portfolios, millions of dollars at a time at a fraction 
of the original cost. On average, whatever you 
donate has 100 times the impact. People across the 

country receive a letter that their debt is gone and 
 have no taxes and no penalties.  

 
The international portion will be contributed to 
the Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) of the 
Mennonite Church. This committee responds to 
basic human needs and works for peace and justice 
in the world, acts quickly in times of disaster or 
crisis, and supports long-term recovery and 
rebuilding that make a difference for communities 
for months or years to come.   

Further information on the Christmas offering will 
be forthcoming in the Christmas letter.  The needs 
are great this year so anything you give is deeply 
appreciated! 

Compass Ho se u
by Jane Arnold 

Compass House was founded in 1972 as a homeless 
shelter. Today, along with the 
Emergency Shelter, they operate a 
Resource Center, a Rapid Re-Housing 
Program and a Transitional Housing 

Program. Their mission is to provide runaway, 
homeless and street youth with safe shelter and 
services, through a voluntary and mutually agreed-
upon process, in an environment that supports 
dignity, respect and self-reliance. They serve 
approximately 300 youth at their shelter annually 
and an additional 300 youth at their Resource 
Center. 

Their Shelter meets the basic needs of runaway 
and homeless youth ages 12-17 through 
immediate access to crisis counseling, meals, and 
a temporary place to stay. They are the area's 
only shelter for youth of all genders.  Trained, 
caring professionals are on hand 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week to provide the necessary 
supportive services.  Through the Safe Place 
Program, youth in crisis can receive assistance in 
getting to the shelter via their Safe Place 
locations. 

pat_twnsnd@yahoo.com%20
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by donating new or used YOU CAN HELP 
sheets, comforters, blankets and pillows for 
SINGLE beds. Other needs are towels and 
facecloths, underwear and socks for males and 
females, travel sized toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
shampoo, and soaps. They also receive furniture 
like single beds and dressers. So if you’ve cleaned 
out your closets and have any of these things to 
donate, please call 716-886-0935 to make 
arrangements to deliver them. 

Compass House Emergency Shelter: 
370 Linwood Avenue  
(between West Ferry and Utica) 
Buffalo, NY 14209 

For more information please visit the website 
compasshouse.org. 

University Presbyterian Food 
Pantry 

by Mary Beth Karr 

Gratitude.  That’s what is 
heard from the clients, new 
and continuing, at the 
University Presbyterian 
Church Food Pantry.  “Thank 
you so much,” “This really 

helps,” and “God bless you” are among the 
statements of gratitude from the people served by 
the pantry. 

In March through October 2020, the number of 
people served more than doubled compared to the 
same months last year.  Also, the number of 
households increased from 1,150 last year to 
2,000.  Each household receives food for about 
nine meals, and the quantities vary depending on 
household size.  The pantry continues to see more 
families with children, indicated by the number of 
people served. 

We are grateful for North’s support of the food 
pantry through the One Great Hour of Sharing 
offering and the donation of orange plastic bags 

from newspapers.  Those bags are used to package 
eggs and margarine as well as small containers of 
juice and yogurt.  If you would like to donate 
plastic bags, drop them off in the office at North.  If 
you would like to make a cash donation, please 
send a check to University Presbyterian Church, 
3330 Main St., Buffalo NY 14214 and note that it is 
for the food pantry.  A special fund is maintained at 
the church to purchase additional items as needed.   

Worship Broadcast, Live! 

In late June, North began broadcasting its Sunday 
morning worship services while also recording 
them for future viewing.  This live streaming is 
thanks to the hard work of our Worship 
Committee and church staff, plus funding from the 
church’s New Initiatives Fund.   

The New Initiatives Fund 
was established in 2015 
through an anonymous gift 
to North.  The balance of 
the Millennium Fund 
program portion was added 
to the Fund, bringing the 
beginning balance to about 
$14,000.  The Fund was designed to support start-
up of new projects and programs not included in 
the operating budget.  A committee reviews 
requests for New Initiatives funding.  If the request 
is under $500, the committee members can 
approve it.  If the request totals $500 or more, the 
Committee recommends action to Session, which 
must approve the larger amounts.  Since 2015, the 
New Initiatives Fund has funded Service Sunday, 
Northfest, the start-up of InerG, the 
multigenerational choir, and a brunch to launch the 
Matthew 25 initiative.  Most recently, Session 
approved $5,600 from the New Initiatives Fund for 
live streaming worship.  The Worship Committee 
and church staff have led this initiative. 

https://www.compasshouse.org/
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Thanks to the New Initiatives Fund, North has a 
new video camera, joystick controller, sound 
system, and broadcast subscription.  Our worship 
services can now be viewed online by North 
Church folk locally and elsewhere.  What a 
wonderful way to extend our church’s ministry! 

Turkey Basket Project 

The Turkey Basket committee is so grateful for 
the community donations and volunteers from 
Williamsville East High School, North 
Presbyterian Church, Congregation Shir Shalom, 
and Temple Beth Zion that made this year’s 
Turkey Basket Project a HUGE success! 

Together, we were 
able to provide 491 
complete turkey 
dinners of a frozen 
turkey, canned and 
dry goods, fresh 
potatoes, and fresh 

breads.  In addition, we were able to provide 32 
additional turkeys and at least 50 boxes of canned 
goods, and 7 boxes of face masks, which were 
distributed among the agencies. 

The 17 agencies that 
distributed the meals 
include: Gerard Place, 
Buffalo City Mission, 
Viva la Casa, University 
Presbyterian Food 
Pantry, Priscilla Project of Buffalo, Jericho Road 
Community Health Center, First Presbyterian 
Church, Citizens Community Development 
Corporation, Community Action Organization, 
Headstart, Women’s Respite Program, Hispanics 
United at Buffalo, Jewish Family Services, Saint 
Lawrence Church, Catholic Charities, City of 
Buffalo Senior Services, Congregation Shir Shalom, 
Temple Beth Zion, North Presbyterian Church. 

We are extremely 
grateful for organizers 
Tim and Debbie Hutton, 
without whom this 
project may not have 
been possible this year in 
the midst of the 
pandemic.  They dedicated themselves to providing 
a safe and extremely well organized environment to 
carry out the collection, assembly, and distribution 
of baskets. 

Special thanks to 
Deborah Mahaney 
and Meg McDonald 
of Williamsville East 
High School, Chris 
and Julia Cohan and 
Susan Ronald from 

Congregation Shir Shalom, Cindy Adams of North 
Presbyterian Church.  Special recognition goes to 
Joe Alber and Jason Khayat (North Presbyterian 
Church) and Sharron Frommann and Susan Ward 
Nadler of Temple Beth Zion, and honorable 
mention of Ann and Ken McIlroy, who entrusted 
Tim and Debbie Hutton with leadership of the 
project on behalf of North Presbyterian Church, 
Williamsville. 
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Spiritual Growth 
 

Adult Learning Opportunities 

Adult Ed 

During the weeks of Advent 
and through Christmas and 
the Epiphany, Adult 
Education will be following 
the Series “Illuminating 
Advent” by Donald K. 
Mckim. Advent gets its name from the Latin term 
adventus, meaning “coming.” In contemporary 
practice, each of the Advent Sundays is often 
associated with a theme that captures one 
dimension of Advent. The four themes are hope, 
peace, joy, and love. As we wait for Christ’s 
coming, we focus on what Advent brings as 
Christ comes. Each lesson will feature Scripture, 
prayer, in-depth commentary, and questions for 
reflection.  Please join us on our journey of Faith. 
Participant books are available in the Resource 
Center and cost $7.00 each.  

The zoom meetings open at 8:30am for gathering 
and chatting with the lesson starting at 8:45am.  
We end at 9:45am so worship service can be 
attended.  Please let Louise Cooper know if you 
want to join the Zoom meeting to receive an 
invitation. coope@buffalo.edu. 

Bible Study 

Pastor Bill will continue holding a live 
Zoom bible study on Tuesday 
afternoons at 1:30.  If you are 
interested in joining in, please email 
n.church.npc@gmail.com or call the 
church office, 632-1330. 

Sunday School 

Many thanks to all of the guest readers that have 
participated in the Sunday school program that 
takes place during Children’s Time during the 
live stream worship service each Sunday this fall. 
It has been special to have so many children, 
families, and congregation members 
participating. 

We will continue this virtual model through the 
spring.  We look forward to signing up readers 
for the next openings: 12/20/20 (4th Sunday in 
Advent); 1/10/21; 1/17/21; 1/24/21; 
1/31/21; 2/7/21; 2/14/21; 2/21/21; 
2/28/21.   

You or your family can participate in Children's 
Time during the Sunday morning worship service 
or you can record your reading and we will 
upload the video to our YouTube channel.  If you 
or your family are interested in helping out in this 
way, please contact Debbie Hutton at (716) 688-
4658 or dsnyder97@yahoo.com. 

We would be happy to hear your feedback about 
the strengths and challenges you are finding with 
this format as well as any ideas you have to add to 
our learning. Please feel free to reach out to the 
Children’s Christian Education team: 

Debbie Hutton  
dsnyder97@yahoo.com 
716-903-1053 

Communion Schedule 
January 3 

February 21 

(Dates are subject to change without notice) 

mailto:coope@buffalo.edu
mailto:n.church.npc@gmail.com
mailto:dsnyder97@yahoo.com
mailto:dsnyder97@yahoo.com
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Sheridan Skura  
sheridan1101@gmail.com 
716-689-8253; or 

Marsha Villano  
villano2905@roadrunner.com 
716-688-7392 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship 
 

Financial Report 

October Year To Date 
Donations 

Building 
Usage 

Misc 
Income 

Total 
Income 

Total 
Expenses 

Surplus 
(Deficit) 

Actual $195,424 $27,479 $12,739 $235,644 $275,473 ($39,829) 

Budget $218,540 $45,830 $18,750 $283,120 $292,090 ($ 8,970) 

Favorable (Unfavorable) vs 
Budget 

($   23,116) ($18,351) ($6,011) ($47,476) $  16,617 ($30,859) 

 

IN A NUTSHELL:  Through October, North’s 
expenses exceeded its income by more than we 
anticipated, resulting in an operating deficit of 
$39,829.  Our actual expenses were 95% of the 
budgeted amount, while our income was 83% of 
budget.  The income shortfall was due to lower 
than budgeted non-pledge and building use income.  
We expect to end the year $15,000 short on 
building use income due to the months the building 
was closed early in the pandemic.  We hope the 
non-pledge income will increase in November and 
December to close the budget gap. 

In April, North received a Payroll Protection 
Program loan of $38,300 to cover personnel 
expenses.  In November M&T Bank informed us 
the full amount will be forgiven.  In other words, 
North does not have to repay the loan, which 
funded personnel costs in May and June. This loan, 
now considered a grant, greatly helped the church 
retain staff and have sufficient cash to pay our bills.   

Your gifts for annual operating 
expenses are critical to the 
church’s success.  We are deeply 
appreciative of your ongoing 
financial support in this time of 

great uncertainty. If you would like to know your 
giving amount to date, please request a donations 
statement from Karen Thomas, 
Accountant/Bookkeeper, 
bookkeeper@northchurchwilliamsville.org or call 
the church office.  

As we near year end, 2021 budget development is 
already underway. In the year ahead, we face 
enormous challenges. We remain hopeful we will 
meet these challenges with your faithful support. 
Thank you again! 

Please feel free to contact any member of the 
finance committee if you have questions:  Duncan 
Hemink, Neil Arnold, Tim Hutton, Mary Beth 
Karr (Treasurer), Dick Mesmer (Session Rep), Pat 
Townsend. 

mailto:sheridan1101@gmail.com
mailto:villano2905@roadrunner.com
bookkeeper@northchurchwilliamsville.org%20
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Year-End Giving 

For gifts to North to be considered 2020 
contributions, please note these deadlines: 

 Cash and checks must be received in the 
church by noon on December 31.  

 If mailing a check, it must be postmarked 
by December 31. 

 Online gifts may be made until midnight 
December 31, using the Donate button 
on North’s website. 

Donations statements will be sent in January for 
2020 giving.  Thank you for supporting the 
mission and ministries of North Church! 

What Will Be Your Legacy? 

In 2012 a small committee called Planned Giving 
was created to encourage members to include 
North in their wills and estate plans. The following 
year an entity called the Legacy Society was 
approved by Session to honor everyone who makes 
a commitment to benefit North in his or her will or 
estate plans. 

Maxine Bell was an 
inaugural member of 
the Legacy Society. 
Maxine died earlier 
this year and recently 
the Church received a gift from her estate for which 
we are grateful. Maxine joined the Church in the 
mid-1960s and over the years served North in 
many ways including being on Session twice and 
serving as a Deacon. She also was a member of the 
committee when the Memorial Garden was being 
planned and constructed. Her gift continues this 
commitment to North. 

Remembering North in your estate like Maxine did 
is easy; just speak to your attorney or financial 
adviser about the best way to do it. By taking this 
step we ensure the Church will:  

 have a secure source of funds to support 
its ministries, 

 be able to meet unexpected needs – like a 
new roof, 

 generate the income to supplement the 
annual budget during periods of financial 
stress – like during a pandemic, and  

 enable the Church to capitalize on future 
opportunities. 

A pamphlet entitled Remembering North with a 
Legacy Gift in the literature rack near the Church 
office provides more detail. Please pick up a copy 
and look it over or call the office to have a copy 
mailed. If you have a general question, please leave 
a message in the Church office and someone will 
contact you.   

Remember, taking this simple step today will make 
a big difference tomorrow in the life of the Church. 

~ The Planned Giving Committee 

Ways of Making Gifts to North 

Thank you for your generous continued giving to 
North at this unusual time. 

While we are unable to worship together in 
person, please know that our offerings to North 
remain important.  They help cover our utilities, 
staff salaries and other essential expenses.  You can 
make a gift to North in the following ways: 

 Check mailed to North Presbyterian Church, 
300 N. Forest Rd., Williamsville, NY 14221. 

 Online bill pay through your bank (use 
address above). 

 Credit card or ACH through North’s online 
giving page on our website: Donate.  If you 
are able to include the processing fees in your 
gift, that is helpful to the church. 

 Charitable IRA Distribution.  Please consult 
your financial advisor about this. 

 Appreciated stock. 

file:///C:/Users/NPC/Dropbox/North%20Star/2020/Summer%202020/northchurchwilliamsville.org/donations/
file:///C:/Users/NPC/Dropbox/North%20Star/2020/Summer%202020/northchurchwilliamsville.org/donations/
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However you make your gifts, please remember to 
designate how it is to be used, e.g. pledge 
payment, regular offering for operating fund, per 
capita, Christmas Offering. If you are not able to 
indicate this with online bill pay, please send a 

message about your gift to Karen Thomas at 
bookkeeper@northchurchwilliamsville.org. 

If you need additional information, please contact 
Mary Beth Karr, church treasurer, 834-6560 or 
mbkarr@verizon.net. 

 

 

Bits & Pieces 
 

AED/CPR Training 

AED/CPR training will be held 
on Tuesday, 12/8/2020 from 9 
am - 1 pm in person at the 
church.  The cost is $69 per 
person.  We have 3 church staff 
and 3 congregation members that 

are participating in the training.  We still have 
open slots for 4 additional participants for a total 
of 10 people trained.  Please contact Debbie 
Hutton as soon as possible if you are 
interested at 716–903-1053 or at 
dsnyder97@yahoo.com. 

As with everything during this time, COVID-19 
social distancing and safety practices will be 
implemented during this training including 
universal mask wearing. 

Our True North 

At North Church we find our true selves and 
become most like Christ when we persevere and 
hold each other up in love and prayer.  

Please pray for the families of the following who passed 
away recently: 

Robert McDonald—October 20, 2020 
(Mike Callaghan’s Father) 

Ann Eisenlord—October 25, 2020  
Keith Alford—November 2, 2020 

If we have missed someone, please accept our apology and 
contact the church office so we can update our records. 

Welcome New Members! 

North Church is pleased to welcome the Yeary 
family to our family of faith!  Mark and Karen 
were formally received into membership on 
Sunday, November 15. 

Mark works at Safran as an engineer and Karen is 
a professor at Roswell Park.  Mark and Karen, 
their three children, Madilynn age 10, Isaac age 
9, Caleb age 7, and their cat, Genevieve, reside 
in Amherst. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mbkarr@verizon.net
mailto:dsnyder97@yahoo.com
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Senior Wellness 

Chair Yoga and Silver Sneakers classes held at the 
church are temporarily suspended until such time 
as it is deemed safe to gather together again as a 
group.  In the meantime, join Chair Yoga with Livy 
on YouTube.   

Please note the revised schedule effective Monday, 
November 23 until further notice: 

 New videos are added every Monday 

 Join Livy for a live stream of her chair 
yoga class at 10:25 a.m. every 
Wednesday on our 
YouTube channel and 
Facebook page.  Tune in 
live or watch it later, 
whatever works for you!  

 No recordings or live stream on Friday 
until further notice. 

Church Office Closed 

The church office will be closed: 

Friday, December 25 
Merry Christmas! 

Friday, January 1 
Happy New Year! 

Monday, January 18 
Martin Luther King’s Birthday 

Monday, February 15 
President’s Day 

Save the Date 

December 

7 Session Meeting 7 p.m. 
15 Deacons Meeting 7 p.m. 
24 Christmas Eve Worship Service 5 p.m. 
25 Christmas Day – Church Office Closed 

 

January 

1 New Year’s Day – Church Office Closed 
4 Session Meeting 7 p.m. 
11 Deacons Meeting 7 p.m. 
18 Birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr. – 

Church Office Closed 

February 

1 Session Meeting 7 p.m. 
8 Deacons Meeting 7 p.m. 
14 Happy Valentine’s Day! 
15 President’s Day – Church Office Closed 
15 North Star Deadline 
17 Ash Wednesday 

 

Sunday Bulletin 
If you have an announcement, please e-mail 
n.church.npc@gmail.com by noon on 
Wednesday. 

Weekly E-mail Blasts 
This church-wide e-mail generally goes out 
on Thursday evening. If you are not 
receiving this communication but would like 
to be added to the list, e-mail 
n.church.npc@gmail.com to be added. 

Newsletter (North Star) 
You can submit story ideas by e-mailing it to 
n.church.npc@gmail.com. The newsletter is 
published in March, June, September, and 
December. The newsletter is available online 
but we are happy to mail it to you if you 
wish. Please call the office to make 
arrangements.   

North Star Deadlines 
February 15  

May 15 
August 15 

November 15 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL86ChUVfWqmq5lBH6_5RwukNd8Oa-AtNx
https://www.youtube.com/feed/my_videos
https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville
mailto:n.church.npc@gmail.com
mailto:n.church.npc@gmail.com
mailto:n.church.npc@gmail.com
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Phone 
Your call is very important to us. We try to 
take every call but if we missed yours, please 
leave a message at 716.632.1330. We make 
every effort to return your call within 24 
hours or less.  

 Phone Extensions: 
21 Office/Reyne Jankowski  
22 Pastor/Bill Hennessy 
23 Bookkeeper/Karen Thomas 

 24 Organist/Marlene Harrington 
26 Facilities/Mike Callaghan 

Resource Center    631-0979 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The staff members listed below do not keep regular 
office hours and cannot be reached at the church 
with their own extensions; however, you may leave 
a message for them with the office administrator.  

Alanna Carlins, Children’s Choir Director 
Olivia Ebsary, Sacred Arts 
Kurt Ebsary, Music Assistant 
Regina Koteras, Childcare  
Mack Barker, Shared Youth Director 
 

 

 Contact Information 

300 North Forest Rd., Williamsville, NY 14221 
(716) 632-1330 

Office Hours:  M-Th:  8:00 am-3:00 pm 
F: 8:00 am–12 noon 

www.northchurchwilliamsville.org 

E-mail:  n.church.npc@gmail.com 

 

http://www.northchurchwilliamsville.org/
mailto:n.church.npc@gmail.com

