
“How Do We Prepare?” 

November 8, 2020 

Scripture: Amos 5:18-24; Matthew 25:1-13 

 

 

 Should we be afraid of Judgment Day? Maybe that’s too personal a question. The people 

Amos was speaking to didn’t think so. They were prosperous and happy. They went to church 

every week and said all the right prayers, sacrificed all the right animals, kept all the right feast 

days. Their piety was second only to their wealth. And if you’re wealthy, then surely that means 

you’re blessed, right? God was smiling on them. Judgment Day, what Amos calls the “day of the 

Lord,” would be a cakewalk.  

 

 Not so fast, Amos tells them. Amos is from another part of Israel. He comes from the 

southern kingdom, what the Bible calls Judah, and speaks to the northern kingdom which was 

immensely prosperous. He comes to throw cold water on their party. I don’t know why it may 

have been popular to think happily about God’s judgment. Maybe they felt they were doing so 

well, now would be a good time to end it all. Maybe they saw some problems on the horizon and 

just didn’t want to deal with them. Maybe they’re just incredibly arrogant. It doesn’t really 

matter because Amos is there to set them straight. 

 

 The bottom line for Amos, and you’ll learn this if you read the whole book, is prosperity 

comes with responsibility. The leaders of Israel, the elite among them, have not been taking care 

of the poor. And God will not ignore that. They can say all the prayers they want, celebrate all 

the feast days, make all the sacrifices but if the poor are neglected, if they sell the needy for a 

pair of shoes, as he says at one point, judgment will not go well for them. 

 

 Now, Amos is issuing a warning, not rendering a verdict. He’s not telling them they’ve 

blown it and there’s no hope. What he’s saying is it’s time to make things right. If they want to 

greet the day of the Lord with open arms, then they need to prepare. 

 

 And that’s exactly the message Jesus brings. His story about the ten bridesmaids opens 

the door to discover what we’re really made of. Do we have what it takes to join the banquet? 

Five of the maidens were wise and five were foolish. All of them had been invited to join the 

wedding feast. All of them belonged and were waiting anxiously for the groom. So their motives 

were good, their credentials were flawless. But only half were prepared.  

 

 Prepared for what, we might ask. Jesus seems to say they were prepared for the reality we 

all share, for a world where things go wrong all the time. What we expect almost never happens; 

our plans go awry. To live in that world we have to be awake, we have to be alert. And we have 

to be flexible, able to bend when needed in case our plans have to change. The foolish maidens 

believed things would go just as they expected. They made no provision for the groom’s delay. 

And when they finally returned from buying the oil they needed, the door was shut to them. They 



missed their chance. That’s not a punishment. It’s the natural consequence when we fail to see 

the world for what it is.  

 

 The world is unreliable. It’s up to us to prepare for that. To be ready with what’s needed 

when we’re called upon to act. Because what’s possible is a banquet. We’re invited to join 

something joyful. But if we sit on our hands, if we’re passive and closed, we won’t have what’s 

needed to join God’s party. 

 

 That party is described by Amos. The party God has planned, the banquet he’s laid out 

for us is where “justice rolls down like water and righteousness like a never-ending stream.” 

Pursuing justice and righteousness is how we prepare ourselves to join the wedding feast. We’ve 

talked about this before. Justice is about equity for people who are poor and left out and 

neglected. Justice means seeing to it that no one is left to fend for themselves in our criminal 

justice system or left to languish in our healthcare system because they’re too poor to afford 

better treatment. Justice means preserving the dignity of people who are seeking asylum rather 

than herding them into cages and tearing children from their parents. Righteousness is an ethos 

that values truth and rejects hypocrisy. Righteousness holds leaders accountable for their actions 

and measures society’s goodness by how it treats its most vulnerable people. 

 

 None of that happens on its own. All of it requires our attention, requires we stay awake. 

But what’s most important about both these messages from Amos and from Jesus is it’s in our 

hands. Amos tells the Israelites they’re falling short, but he also tells them what they can do to 

make it right. He tells them they have the power to be the people God has called them to be. And 

in his own way Jesus says to the people around him, “You don’t have to be foolish. It’s not too 

late to prepare.” It’s not too late to do justice so it falls like water, to allow righteousness to flow 

like a stream that never ends. We can do this. We can be the people God longs us to be.  

 

 When we reach out to people in need with food and clothing, even while we’re struggling 

with the effects of a pandemic, we’re preparing ourselves for God’s banquet. When we cook a 

meal and deliver it and help serve it to the folks at the Friends of Night People, we’re preparing 

ourselves for God’s wedding feast. When we advocate for better access to healthcare or an end to 

mass incarceration or better housing for low income and poor people, we’re preparing ourselves 

to enter the banquet hall and join God’s party. So, we can do what needs to be done. We can be 

the people God needs us to be so the world can join God’s feast. So, let’s trim our lamps, fill 

them with oil, and do the work of God’s kingdom in the world. 

 

Amen 

 


