
“Let Anyone with Ears, Listen!” 

July 12, 2020 

Scripture: Isaiah 55:10-13; Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

 

 It’s an old truth I’ve heard my whole life, and actually stated by Paul in Galatians: “as 

you sow, so shall you reap.” It’s common sense, of course; we all know it’s true. And we’re 

seeing it proved over and over all around us these last few months.  

 

 Our country is on fire with infection from the coronavirus right now, even more so than it 

was back in April. That follows a barrage of mixed messages from our national leadership. When 

our leaders sow doubt about the advice of infectious disease experts and politicize simple 

precautionary measures like wearing face masks and avoiding large, indoor gatherings, we 

shouldn’t be surprised we’re reaping higher infections and more polarization and suspicion about 

what should be done to bring it under control. 

 

 Meanwhile, we’ve seen an explosion of protests against police brutality toward Black and 

brown people, as that mistreatment has had more and more exposure through social media. Some 

in law enforcement are feeling betrayed by those protests and by politicians responding to them. 

That’s understandable. For over a hundred years white society has created a system of law 

enforcement that has condoned, protected and even encouraged brutality against Black and 

brown people in the name of keeping white property and lives safe. When we sow the seeds of 

violence and discrimination in our society we reap systems that perpetuate it. When people who 

look like me are outraged by the simple phrase “Black lives matter,” we need to examine why we 

find it so offensive.   

 

 “As you sow, so shall you reap” is a timeless truth. Jesus began his ministry in a world 

dominated by the violent rule of Rome that affected every dimension of life. That rule was 

dependent on the cooperation of the leaders in Judea – from King Herod to the high priest to 

scribes and lawyers who interpreted Torah – to maintain order and keep the people in line. They 

weren’t always successful at that. Insurrections occasionally broke out that were put down 

brutally by the Romans, which only reinforced the need for the leadership to maintain order, of 

course. The Romans sowed violence and fear and reaped a society that was intimidated and 

compliant.  

 

 It was into that world Jesus brought his message about an alternative kingdom. In his 

parables he describes what that kingdom is like and how it spreads. The parable of the Sower is 

the first one in Matthew’s gospel, and one commentator, Robert Capon, is convinced it is the 

model for all the others. In other words, what we learn about the kingdom in this parable will be 

reiterated over and over, with other sorts of imagery, in the rest. So, what is Jesus describing?  

 

 The first thing we should notice is the Sower is a very incompetent farmer. No one 

listening to this story who had any experience farming would think this is a realistic description. 



What farmer just tosses seed willy-nilly with no regard for where it lands? What a waste! Most 

of it is useless! Some falls on the path (seriously? The path? It’s barely been thrown at all!) and 

birds come along to carry it away. Other falls on rocky soil where it can’t take root and burns up 

in the sun. Still other lands among thorns where anything that might grow is choked off. Only a 

tiny bit actually lands on decent soil. But where it does, it produces amazingly well.  

 

 Other parables Jesus tells describe God’s kingdom like a tiny little seed or a little bit of 

yeast. From a very small amount God’s kingdom grows beyond all expectations. And because 

that’s true, how it’s distributed doesn’t really matter. Or, better yet, how it’s distributed is a 

reflection of its purpose. The seeds of God’s kingdom, the basic element that brings it into flower 

is sown everywhere all at once. And if the ground on which it falls somehow represents the 

human heart, then it’s available to all of us no matter what our background or education or skin 

color or condition of life. Now, that’s an element of God’s kingdom we often overlook. We think 

only the worthy are welcomed because that’s how we structure our society. But God’s kingdom 

works differently. As the Israelites are reminded in Isaiah, just prior to the passage I read, “For 

my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.” 

 

 This is the alternative Jesus is offering. It’s a world where anyone and everyone is given 

access to God’s kingdom. All it takes is a place where the seeds can grow. Those seeds, I think, 

are important, too, because what you sow is what you reap.  So, what’s being sown? What are 

the seeds to God’s kingdom? I suppose there are a lot of ways to describe them but what works 

best for me are two intertwined qualities or concepts that really can’t exist apart from each other: 

compassion and justice.  These were qualities absent from the Roman world of coercion and 

violence. But they’re qualities that are deeply rooted in Jewish ethics that formed Jesus and 

shaped his worldview.  

 

 Justice is impossible without compassion and compassion without justice is hollow.  In 

God’s kingdom these two grow side by side, each gaining strength from the other. And when 

they take root in good soil they produce far beyond anything imagined.  

 

 Jesus is offering an image of a world where what seems impossible is revealed. But we 

are the ones who actualize it. We are the ones in whom the seeds of God’s kingdom can grow if 

we’re willing to allow them to take root in us. Imagine our society if compassion and justice 

were the most important values. We would see each other in a new way. Instead of fear and 

mistrust we’d see ourselves in each other.  We’d long to restore what’s been taken, to make each 

other whole. We’d be more concerned with the health of those most vulnerable than the optics of 

wearing a mask or admitting our mistakes. Compassion and justice would change us in 

fundamental ways, producing far more than we can imagine.  

 

 We reap what we sow in this world. There’s no escaping that reality. So, we have a 

responsibility to be intentional about what seeds we spread. We can go on spreading seeds of 

fear and division, reaping conflict and hatred. Or we can listen to Jesus’ words and accept what 

he offers and be filled with justice and compassion. When Jesus tells his listeners, “Let anyone 



with ears, listen!” he’s speaking to you and me. He’s inviting us to enter a new world, to leave 

our fears and conflicts behind and discover God’s kingdom among us. 

 

Amen 


