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A New Way of Thinking 
 

 

can’t think of a more challenging time to be 
a pastor than what we’re living through 
right now. When I consider other disasters 
that have befallen our country or a 
congregation I’ve served, always the 

response has been to gather. And gathering, even 
when there’s not much that can be said, is healing 
in itself. So, to be in a circumstance where that 
fundamental practice is prohibited because of the 
danger it poses, and to be in the midst of such a 
devastating crisis that’s caused so much loss and 
grief, leaves me feeling at loose ends, completely 
(it feels at times) unmoored. 

I wasn’t trained for this! None of us was. At first, it 
was sort of exciting. In a way it felt a little like we 
were all huddling together to escape a storm. We 
had to do certain things, make certain sacrifices 
right now so we could all get through it in one 
piece. But storms pass. They may leave immense 
destruction in their path, but at least they end and 
we can start to see the sun through the clouds. We 
may not know exactly where to start, but we at 
least know what needs to be rebuilt.  

This pandemic, this ravaging infection, seems to 
have no end. In so many ways, most of us have 
been unaffected physically by COVID-19. Because 
we’ve been fortunate enough to be able to stay 

home, to isolate ourselves, the spread has slowed 
and hasn’t been able to reach us. That’s not to say 
there’s been no loss for any of us. Our hearts break 
for Charlotte Boyer since Don’s death, all the more 
because we haven’t been able to stand with her 
physically in her grief and we haven’t been able to 
mourn Don properly as a community. And while 
not being able to worship in one another’s company 
each week or see each other across a table in Bible 
study or enjoy a laugh together at fellowship time is 
hard, being cut off from each other while we grieve 
is far, far worse.  

The most we can do right now is find a way to live 
with this new reality for as long as we need to. Is 
this the new normal? I sure hope not! But it has 
exposed us to new possibilities and revealed some 
troubling weaknesses that are worth exploring. 
Like many congregations, we’ve been reluctant at 
North to embrace technology and integrate it in 
our whole life together. We’ve been doing a lot of 
catching up these past couple of months, and while 
that’s been invigorating in some ways, it’s also been 
exhausting. I used to have a pretty reliable rhythm 
to my life. There used to be a little bit of separation 
between work and home, maybe not as much as 
other jobs, but at least some. Now, I can’t seem to 
catch the beat and there’s no escaping my office.  
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But the one thing that’s been especially hard is 
having no contact with all of you. Physical contact, 
I mean. Email and Zoom are wonderful tools, but 
they can’t make up for shaking hands or sharing a 
hug—or even just looking each other in the eyes 
during a sermon. I miss that more than I ever 
thought I would.  

But I know this won’t go on forever. We will 
eventually get to be together again. We’ll get to 
sing together, laugh together, even embrace again. 
But I don’t think we’ll ever quite be the same. I 
hope we’ll be more appreciative of each other. I 
hope we’ll commit ourselves to building a more 
just and equitable healthcare system. I hope we’ll 
continue to put the needs of the most vulnerable 
above our own.  

What are you hoping for? I’d like to know what this 
experience is teaching you. Maybe we can share 
our insights through a platform like this or on 
Zoom or Google Hangout or whatever it is that 
people use to frame their conversation these days (I 
heard about a company that holds all its meetings 
through the video game Red Dead Redemption!).  

I don’t know how long this is going to continue, 
but I do know we won’t be meeting together face 
to face for quite a while. So let’s try to talk in some 
new ways. Let’s try as many new ways as we can 
find. Perhaps God can speak to us even in these 
circumstances and out of them make something 
new. “I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, 
do you not perceive it?” 

Peace, 

Pastor Bill 
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The New Normal 
by Reyne Jankowski, Administrative Assistant 

 
ho could have guessed that in a few 
short weeks, our lives would 
change forever?  I don’t know 
about you, but for me this is all 

kind of surreal.  It’s so strange to see people 
walking around with masks on, staying 6 feet 
apart, fearful of hugging or getting too close.  It 
kind of feels like I’m living inside a Stephen King 
novel.   

Practically overnight we have become experts on 
Zoom, Google, YouTube, and Facebook, home 
schooling the kids, and working from home.  
Who knew we could do so much from our family 
rooms, dining rooms and basements?  The virtual 
future arrived with a vengeance! 

As you know, I’ve only been here a few short 
months.  I was just getting started to know folks 
and in the early stages of learning the rhythms 
and routines of North Church.  And then, Bam!  
Here I am right smack in the middle of 
establishing a whole new routine, a whole new 
rhythm.  Talk about trial by fire!   

It’s been a bit of a roller coaster ride and I know 
it has been for you, too.  It has been my privilege 
to continue serving you even from a distance. 
I’ve been working very closely with Pastor Bill 
and the Worship Committee to keep everyone 
informed and connected through emails, phone 
calls, and setting up and maintaining our 
YouTube channel so everyone can continue 
participating in weekly worship services.   

It’s been fun and rewarding to work with Kurt 
Ebsary to create the video montages from the 
pictures you continue to share.  Thank you for 
responding to our requests for new pictures and 

please keep it up!  We want to continue making 
these videos for your enjoyment going forward. 

An exciting new project 
that Session and the 
Worship Committee are 
working on and hope to 
roll out very soon is a live 
stream of our weekly 

worship services.  There is much to be done but 
we’re moving quickly to make that happen very 
soon. Please be sure to stay tuned to your email 
for more information on that in the coming 
weeks! 

As of this writing, all indications are that we will 
not be able to gather together for a while yet. So 
I think it might be time to take a bit of a meter 
reading here.  We’ve created multiple avenues to 
try and keep everyone engaged, connected, and 
informed:  the weekly worship services, daily 
Bible Study with Pastor Bill, Livy’s Chair Yoga, 
weekly emails, picture sharing and video 
montages.   

We would appreciate your input and feedback in 
regards to what we’ve been doing so far and what 
you would like to see in the weeks ahead.  More?  
Less?    What’s working for you and what is not?  
Is there something you would like to see or share 
that we’re not currently doing?  Comments or 
suggestions on all or any of the avenues 
mentioned above are welcome. 

We want the ways that we communicate to be 
about you and what keeps you interested and 
engaged.  Please feel free to email your 
comments and feedback to me at 
n.church@verizon.net.  I look forward to 
hearing from you! 

 

W 

mailto:n.church@verizon.net
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Quarantine:  A Day in the Life . . .   
 

 

How Quarantine Changed the 
Everyday of Me 
By Regina Koteras 

I know that you are saying it 
changed everyone. Well let me 
explain. I came home one day 
in March having to turn my 
house into 3 classrooms and 1 
office. Now my house doesn’t 

have a designated office, so my dining room 
became THE workspace. It had to become my 
teaching space, a high school classroom, a middle 
school classroom, and a work space for my 
husband, which took up the most space because of 
who he supported. As you can imagine, it was a big 
adjustment. Now in the beginning we were told it 
would only be until after Spring Break and 
everything would go back to business as usual. Well 
that didn’t happen. Everything pretty much shut 
down until further notice.  

Well one thing you may not know about me is I 
suffer from panic attacks especially when I can’t 
control the situation. So we get quarantined in my 
mind forever. At first I was handling it well as best 
as I could. This really meant hiding in the bedroom 
crying my eyes out hoping I didn’t scare the kids 
again. Now I couldn’t do this the rest of this 
pandemic so I needed to find a way to cope. I read 
everything I could, mediated, took up yoga 
exercise. You name it, I tried it. Now I’m not 
saying these things don’t work because for some, 
maybe even most people, they do, but my mind 
couldn’t settle itself enough. I needed a different 
outlet.  

I picked up a new hobby--hiking and taking pictures 
during these hikes. I go off by myself and go to the 
country to explore. I go and breathe in Mother 

Nature once a week taking in the beauty our Earth 
has to offer. Then I’m re-energized, ready to accept 
all the challenges this pandemic puts in front of me. 
But for that little bit of time, it’s just me and the 
gifts that God has given us, the Hope of 
Tomorrow. 

Life in the Village 
By Marilyn Link 

Here in the Presbyterian Village my day begins 
about 7 a.m. when I go to the door for my Buffalo 
News and The Chronicles, the daily newsletter the 
Village has been putting out since we have been 
quarantined. This gives us information, puzzles, 
activities and more. 

The morning is devoted to 
chores, except on Thursday 
when I have a class on Art 
History from the Senior 
Center. This is a lecture with 
slides.  I really enjoy hearing 
from the teacher; she is so 
prepared and interesting.  At 
lunch, I usually do the puzzles from the morning 
paper, Cryptoquip is my favorite. Then I walk 
around the church 2 or 3 times checking that all is 
well. 

On nice afternoons we sit outside and visit. My 
new neighbors are interesting and come from all 
walks of life.  Jigsaw puzzles have helped on rainy 
afternoons. I take food to my aunt who is 101; I put 
it on her porch. We miss each other; the telephone 
works for just so long!   

Dinner is with David Muir. Friday is fish fry night 
here.  My neighbor’s daughter picks up our order. I 
exercise with Jeopardy and then settle down with 
Netflix or Amazon, needlepointing or knitting. I 
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read for an hour before bed; our library here in 
Building 2 has been a lifesaver! 

I miss my family, but we visit on Zoom and have a 
lot of fun catching up. One highlight was “walking 
home” from work with my granddaughter, Libby. 
She called me from Boston, where she is doing a 
work semester in a hospital pharmacy. She showed 
me busy streets and parks and I felt free of 
constraints for 15 minutes! 

Hiding in Plain Sight 
By Pat Townsend 

The Townsends are walking 
around the neighborhood more 
and, in isolation, spending 
more time with Merlin, the 
cat, who is not well.  Bill is 
chomping at the bit to get into 
gardening, but it is too cold 
and wet to do anything but dig 

dandelions from the lawn. He has been reading 
nonfiction set in an Iowa woodland, the Mexican 
border, and New Guinea. Pat is doing endless on-
line journal reading while procrastinating the 
revision of her ten-year-old chapter “Ecology and 
Health” for a new edition of the Companion to 
Medical Anthropology. Appropriately, one of the 
topics is bats and coronavirus pandemics. She is also 
hiding out in Zoom meetings, waiting for a back-
ordered webcam, enjoying seeing the faces of folks 
she misses, but not having to show her own! 

Hope Chair 
By Brian Pettit 

Scene 1: 
When I was around 10-14 years old, my Dad 
would take me along when he cruised the 
neighborhood on garbage eve. The goal was to find 
things that others saw no value in, but dad thought 
might have some value. One example illustrates 
this and the fact that we were poor and he needed 
to be creative. Dad took a very large coffee can, 

asbestos paper, wire and metal coat hangers from 
the dry cleaner. He used them to create a patch on 
our rusted, leaking, noisy car muffler. The second 
example involved teaching me to refinish furniture. 

Scene 2: 
My son and I raised money doing the Ride for 
Roswell for over 10 years. At first, it was mostly 
about enjoying the ride together.  Then we got 
more serious about the importance of the 
fundraising cause. I got to ride in the Peloton and 
look up and wave at patients in the windows. The 
next year I was a patient at Roswell looking out of 
those same windows, praying and hoping and 
thinking about the concept of paying it forward. 

Scene 3: 
I was driving up 
to the receiving 
dock at Salvation 
Army on Military 
Road. One of the 
workers was 
leaving the 
warehouse and 
heading for the 
dumpster with a 
very old rocking 
chair. I said: “are 
you throwing that 
out?” He said: 
“Yes; the caned seat is totally destroyed and no one 
is willing to buy it and do all that work.”  I said: “I 
will.”  He handed it over and said: “God bless you.” 

Scene 4:  
That chair collected dust for over a year before I 
stripped the old varnish, re-oiled, stained and 
applied polyurethane. I thought about a new parent 
rocking their baby in that chair.  I thought about 
doing a Chinese auction to raise funds for the Ride 
for Roswell. Then it sat another 2-3 years before I 
rolled up my sleeves and began the tedious, time-
consuming, challenge of caning the back and seat. 
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This filled many hours while we were ordered to 
stay at home during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Scene 5: 
I reached out to a few contacts at Roswell and 
offered to donate the chair. Megan Battaglia 
responded.  She is the manager of the Patient 
Education Department and the Resource Center 
for Patients and Families. In the Resource Center, 
patients and their loved ones visit for information, 
education, comfort, and support. At the time I 
offered to donate, Megan explained they were 
temporarily closed due COVID-19 precautions. In 
the meantime, they have become a Roswell Park 
staff sanctuary where staff has a chance to relax, 
recharge, and refresh. Perhaps rocking, meditation 
and deep breathing together will bring a warm 

feeling of sanctuary and hope to these staff heroes 
and future patients and family guests. 

 

 

 

Mission & Outreach 
 

 

Angels Don’t Always Have Wings 
by Reyne Jankowski 

We recently received an urgent plea for help 
from Lisa Lundy, the Administrator at the 
Presbyterian Village.  They had a small number of 

residents that 
needed shopping 
assistance, and the 
woman who was 
helping them was 
unable to continue.  
Lisa was in a bind 

and didn’t know how she would find the help she 
needed for her residents.  So she called North 
Church! 

Fortunately, we had compiled a list of people 
here at North (many of them Deacons—I call 
them Angels) who previously volunteered their 
assistance if needed.  We put out a call to our 
available Deacons and they answered quickly and 
generously!   

Our thanks go out to Kerri Bigler, Lisa 
Marsherall, Jeff Ebsary, Diane Sprague, and 
Glenn Hopkins for stepping up to help out.  Lisa 
has expressed her profound gratitude for the 
generous and caring congregation here at North! 

University Presbyterian Food 
Pantry 

by Mary Beth Karr 

It’s Tuesday morning, May 5, and a volunteer 
crew at the University Presbyterian Church Food 
Pantry is receiving one of two monthly orders 

from FeedMore 
WNY (formerly the 
Food Bank).  Four 
thousand pounds of 
food – eggs, butter, 
pork chops, yogurt, 
canned fruit, 

cereal, jelly and more – all covered by grants 
through FeedMore.  Additional items were 
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purchased locally with donated funds--toilet 
paper, rice, pasta, beans, soup, for example--
staples unavailable from FeedMore at this time.  
These recent purchases exceeded $1,000, far 
more than usual. 

Volunteers regularly bag items for distribution 
during the twice-weekly Food Pantry hours.  
Some of the volunteers are new, replacing 
“regulars” who are staying home due to Matilda’s 
Law or health conditions.  Many of the Food 
Pantry clients are new too.   

Food Pantry processes have been revised due to 
COVID-19: 

 All who come for assistance are served, no 
matter their zip code. 

 Registration is simplified to expedite service 
and keep everyone safe. 

 The choice program, where clients choose 
their food from shelves, has been suspended. 

 Clients no longer come into the building. 
Instead, grocery bags are given out through 
the kitchen windows in the lower level. 

 Financial guidelines have changed as well. 
During this time, a client simply needs to 
attest to needing food and it is supplied. 

Demand has increased at the UPC Pantry.  The 
number of individuals served in April was double 
those served in January.  Whereas the UPC 
Pantry normally serves one- and two-member 
households, requests from larger families have 
increased.   

Gratitude and generosity remain constant.  
People express their appreciation for the 
assistance. 

If you or someone you know needs food 
assistance, the UPC Food Pantry is open Noon-4 
p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Distribution is in 
the back of the church, 3330 Main St, Buffalo 
14214. 

If you would like to help, 
consider volunteering at 
the UPC Food Pantry.  
Contact Claudia Weiss at 
claudiajweiss@yahoo.com 
or 716-839-2769.  You 
can also make a monetary 

contribution to the UPC Food Pantry, 3330 Main 
St., Buffalo 14214. Cash donations ensure that 
resources are available when needed. 

Friends of Night People 

Due to the COVID lockdown in late March, we 
have not been able to prepare and serve a meal at 
Friends of Night People.  

In lieu of North’s normal 
chicken dinner donation, 
which we have not been 
able to do since March, 
the church made a $200 
cash donation to FONP in 
April and again in May.  

At this point, FONP is still not serving in their 
dining room.  Once we hear from them that they 
are back in operation, Jeff Ebsary will email his list 
of volunteers to let them know and resume the 
Tuesday morning cooking.  If you can help in 
preparing the meal one time or regularly or you 
would like to help serve, contact Jeff Ebsary at 
(716) 863-6003 or jeffebsary@gmail.com.  

A Visit with Alex Ebsary 

The planned and much looked-
forward to event with Alex 
Ebsary, scheduled for March 14 
and 15, was unfortunately 
cancelled due to the pandemic. 

Take heart, however!  The Advocacy and Outreach 
Committee plan to reschedule this event at such 
time as it is deemed safe to travel and gather once 
again.   

mailto:jeffebsary@gmail.com
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Advocacy and Outreach Update 
by Pat Townsend 

What happened to all those hungry kids who were 
taking home food for the weekend in the Backpack 
Program when schools closed in March you may 
have wondered?  Part of the North Church 
Christmas offering went to that program of 
FeedMore WNY.  The answer is that the different 
school districts throughout WNY made different 
decisions on how to continue their school lunch 
programs:  some consolidating to a single school, 
some feeding daily, others a few times a week, and 
still others actually delivering food on school buses.  
FeedMore evaluated all that diversity and found 
ways to fit in and provide 40% more to meet 
increased demand despite the increase in food 
prices. 

And why don’t we see those long lines of cars at the 
food bank that you see in Texas and other states on 
TV?  It is because almost all of the food pantries 
that partner with FeedMore WNY (like the 
University Presbyterian Pantry) decided to stay 
open while in many other places they closed down. 
FeedMore WNY also expanded its mobile food 
delivery to neighborhoods with its schedule on its 
website.  

Despite the shelter in place guidance, the One 
Great Hour of Sharing offering was recently 
completed.  Fish bank contents were mailed by 
parents and other donations were accepted online 
or mailed to the church office.  This offering was a 
little late as we dealt with the virus and adjustments 
to the way we collect these gifts.   The request for 
this special offering was sent via e-mail as Pause NY 
was already in place when the letter with enclosed 
envelopes was scheduled for mailing. The good 
news is that, as of May 15, we now have $2,153 to 
send to the Presbyterian Church USA (PCUSA).  
This offering is used to assist the most vulnerable 
among us who suffer first, most and longest.  The 
response to the COVID 19 crisis will begin with 

the most at-risk communities across this country 
and around the world, as well as those facing spikes 
of racism in response to the virus.  Through the 
One Great Hour of Sharing, the PCUSA extends 
shelter to those who have no place to stay, offers 
compassion to those who live in pain--be it 
physical, emotional, or spiritual--and provides 
plentiful amounts of food for those who lack access 
to or suffer from food insecurity.   A BIG THANK 
YOU to everyone able to contribute generously in 
these unusual times.  

Pentecost offering was not held on May 31, but will 
be scheduled when we can decide how the offering 
will be administered and how to use the local 
portion of this offering to best meet the needs of 
Amherst youth. Our committee has been sheltering 
in place and conducting business via e-mail as we 
monitor the COVID 19 situation. 

Future plans include the rescheduling of Alex 
Ebsary as described on Page 7, responding to 
national and global needs as these arise, scheduling 
a discipleship session with an Amherst leader to 
identify areas of most need in Amherst, and 
determining succession of members on this 
committee.    Members of this committee serve for 
any amount of time up to 3 years with the 
opportunity to serve another term. If you are 
interested in serving with us, you can contact any 
of the following members:  Kerri Bigler, Sharon 
Dittmar, Ann Eisenlord, Kath Hahn, Warren 
Marcus, Clark Squires, and Pat Townsend.  New 
members are most welcome.  Stay safe, wash your 
hands, wear your masks, and hopefully we can 
meet together one way or another in the near 
future.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Communion Sundays 
June 7 

July 5 

August 2 

(Dates are subject to change without notice) 
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Spiritual Growth 
 

Adult Learning Opportunities 

Adult Ed 
The Adult Ed Committee invites you to the study 
of the 2020-2021 Horizons, Into the light: Finding 
Hope through Prayers of Lament by P. Lynn Miller. 
We begin on Sunday, May 31 at 1 p.m. 

In this nine-lesson series, Lynn Miller revives 
lament as a proper theological response to the 
difficult situations of our world. One of the 
foundational points of the study is that, in 
scripture, lament usually leads to hope. After 
crying out to God, the one who laments 
remembers God. And while that doesn’t fix 
things in the moment—the injustice, the loss still 
exists—the lamenter is strengthened to face the 
world and to hope. And for us as Christians, hope 
is not just an emotional response or an attitude of 
pie in the sky. Hope implies movement: both 
God’s inherent movement toward justice and our 
movement toward God. Recovering lament may 
be one of the church’s most timely gifts to the 
world. 

We have books available for pick up at the 
Resource Center.  Contact Louise Cooper at 
coppe@buffalo.edu or Debbie Katz at 
Debbie.katz55@gmail.com if you need help to 
get a copy. The cost is $10 but you don’t need to 
buy a book to participate.  Debbie Katz will lead 
the first session.  Louise Cooper will send out a 
Zoom invitation on Saturday the 30th of 
May.  Please give Louise your email address if 
you'd like to be included. 

Book Groups 

The regular meetings of the book groups on the 
third and fourth Wednesday of each month will 

begin meeting once regular activities of the church 
resume. 

Wednesday Morning Book Group plans to 
meet (dates TBD) and discuss:  

The Bluest Eye by Tony Morrison 
Lab Girl by Hope Jahren 

Wednesday Afternoon “No Frills” Book 
Club has occasionally been sharing 
books they have found or are reading, 
all while checking on each other by 
email! With the library closed, it isn’t 
possible to get the books we thought we would 
read, so it has been books that have piqued our 
interest. Some have borrowed books or some are 
now reading Kindle books. But reading is definitely 
still something we do, whether together or not! 

Here are a few of the books they’ve shared: 

Sheridan Skura:  “I loved the memoir called Maid by 
Stephanie Land. It is about a single mom who has to 
raise a daughter while working as a maid. It is really 
a good upfront look at poverty policies in America. 
It would be my first suggestion for our Book Club.” 

Ellie McConnell: “I agree Sheridan! I am also 
reading Golden Poppies by Leila Ibrahi. It concerns 
the different experiences of African-Americans as 
well as those "passing" as white and their 
experiences as they move from Virginia to Chicago 
and then to California.”   

When we finally are able to join together, even if 
we are sitting 6 feet apart and shouting through our 
masks, we will discuss News of the World, by 
Paulette Jiles. Or, if the library still isn’t available 
in time for that to happen, we will share  whatever 
we have been reading and just enjoy being able to 
see each other again! 

 

mailto:coppe@buffalo.edu
mailto:Debbie.katz55@gmail.com
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Stewardship 
 

Financial Report 

April YTD 
Donations 

Building 
Usage 

Misc 
Income 

Total 
Income 

Total 
Expenses 

Surplus 
(Deficit) 

Actual $92,658 $14,520 $4,662 $111,840 $109,493 $2,347 
Budget $87,416 $18,332 $7,500 $113,248 $116,836 ($3,588) 
Fav (Unfav) vs Budget $5,242 ($3,812) ($2,838) ($1,408) $7,343 $5,935 

 

The financial operating statement through April 
directly reflects the generosity of the North 
Church community.  

During these very uncertain times actual 
donations exceeded budgeted donations by 
$5,242. Thank you friends! With church building 
activities suspended in approximately mid-March 
and all of April, building usage income was less 
than the budgeted amount. For much the same 
reason, miscellaneous income fell short primarily 
in the fund raising area where such events were 
not able to take place. On the expense side, 
actual expenses were less than budgeted amounts 
by $7,343 also reflective of less church activity. 
Overall, in combining income and expense 
results, North Church is favorable to budget by 
$5,935. 

Like many organizations, North Church faces 
uncertainty during the pandemic. Therefore, in 
early April with Session approval, North Church 
applied for and secured a low interest loan in the 
amount of $38,300 from our bank under the 
provisions of the CARES Act Payroll Protection 
Program (PPP). The PPP will provide North 
Church a measure of financial relief as we make our 
way through this very difficult period. A feature of 
the PPP is under certain circumstances, the loan 
will be fully forgiven. 

If you have questions, please feel free to contact any 
member of the Finance Committee: Duncan 

Hemink, Neil Arnold, Tim Hutton, Mary Beth 
Karr (Treasurer), Dick Mesmer, Pat Townsend 

Ways of Making Gifts to North 

Thank you for your generous 
continued giving to North at this 
unusual time. 

While we are unable to worship 
together in person, please know that our offerings 
to North remain important.  They help cover our 
utilities, staff salaries and other essential expenses.  
You can make a gift to North in the following ways: 

 Check mailed to North Presbyterian Church, 
300 N. Forest Rd., Williamsville, NY 14221. 

 Online bill pay through your bank (use 
address above). 

 Credit card or ACH through North’s online 
giving page our website: Donate.  If you are 
able to include the processing fees in your 
gift, that is helpful to the church. 

 Charitable IRA Distribution.  Please consult 
your financial advisor about this. 

However you make your gifts, please remember to 
designate how it is to be used, e.g. pledge 
payment, regular offering for operating fund, per 
capita, One Great Hour of Sharing. If you are not 
able to indicate this with online bill pay, please send 
a message about your gift to Karen Thomas at 
bookkeeper@northchurchwilliamsville.org. 

northchurchwilliamsville.org/donations/
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If you need additional information, please contact 
Mary Beth Karr, church treasurer, 834-6560 or 
mbkarr@verizon.net. 

 

 

Bits & Pieces 
 

Our True North 

Ephesians 6:18 tells us “pray in the Spirit at all 
times in every prayer and supplication. To that 
end keep alert and always persevere in 
supplications for all the saints. Pray also for 
me…” So Paul instructed the Christians at 
Ephesus, and so we pray for one another.  At 
North Church we find our true selves and 
become most like Christ when we persevere and 
hold each other up in love and prayer.  

Please pray for the families of the following who passed 
away recently: 

Bill DeRoo—November 23, 2019 
Russell Straline (Gloria McDowell’s brother)—

February 5, 2020 
Helen Clark (Louanne Auriemma’s mother)—

February 12, 2020 
Mickey McDowell—February 22, 2020 

Betty Hunt—March 29, 2020 
Don Boyer—April 30, 2020 
Dave Griebner—May 2020 

Dorothy Merrill—May 21, 2020 

If we have missed someone, please accept our apology and 
contact the church office so we can update our records. 

Congratulations Graduates! 

Please join in congratulating the class of 2020! 

High School Graduates 

Sarah Hennessy, Williamsville East 
Kira Khayat, Williamsville South 
Noah Marsherall, Kenmore East 
Trevor McIlroy, Williamsville East 

College Graduates 

Emma Faunce, Elmira College 
Kaitlyn Khayat, The College of Wooster 
Lynn Randall, Keuka College 
Ben Roesser, Craven Community College, NC 
Andrew Shelton, Ohio Northern University 

Chiavetta’s Fundraiser 

The Chiavetta’s Chicken BBQ fundraiser has been 
rescheduled for Wednesday, June 24 from 12 
p.m.-5:30 p.m.  Dinners are $11.00 and will be 

available as a drive-thru 
pick-up only.  Presale 
tickets can be purchased at 
www.chiavettasbrant.com.  

The dinner is listed under 
the “Featured Events” 
section and scrolling down 
to “BBQ @ North 
Presbyterian Church”.  A 

receipt will be emailed to you in a few minutes 
using the email you put in when purchasing the 
tickets.  All proceeds benefit the church 
operating budget. 

Senior Wellness Classes 

Chair Yoga and Silver Sneakers classes held at the 
church are temporarily suspended until such time 
as it is deemed safe to gather together again as a 
group. 

In the meantime, join Chair Yoga with Livy on 
YouTube.  New videos are added every Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday.  

“Be the change that you wish to see in the world.” 

― Mahatma Gandhi. 

mailto:mbkarr@verizon.net
http://www.chiavettasbrant.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL86ChUVfWqmq5lBH6_5RwukNd8Oa-AtNx
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Church Office Closed 

The church office will be closed: 

Friday, July 3 - 4th of July 
Holiday  

Save the Date 

June 

24 Chiavetta’s Chicken BBQ 12 p.m. 

July 

3 4th of July Holiday – Church Office 
Closed 

August 

15 North Star Deadline 

Sunday Bulletin 
If you have an announcement, please e-mail 
n.church@verizon.net by noon on 
Wednesday. 

Weekly E-mail Blasts 
This church-wide e-mail generally goes out 
on Thursday evening. If you are not 
receiving this communication but would like 
to be added to the list, e-mail 
n.church@verizon.net to be added. 

Newsletter (North Star) 
You can submit story ideas by e-mailing it to 
n.church@verizon.net. The newsletter is 
published in March, June, September, and 
December. The newsletter is available online 
but we are happy to mail it to you if you 
wish. Please call the office to make 
arrangements.   

Phone 
Your call is very important to us. We try to 
take every call but if we missed yours, please 
leave a message at 716.632.1330. We make 
every effort to return your call within 24 
hours or less.  

 Phone Extensions: 
21 Office/Reyne Jankowski 
22 Pastor/Bill Hennessy 
23 Bookkeeper/Karen Thomas 

 24 Organist/Marlene Harrington 
26 Facilities/Mike Callaghan 

Resource Center    631-0979 

The staff members listed below do not keep regular 
office hours and cannot be reached at the church 
with their own extensions; however, you may leave 
a message for them with the office administrator.  

Alanna Carlins, Children’s Choir Director 
Olivia Ebsary, Sacred Arts 
Kurt Ebsary, Music Assistant 
Regina Koteras, Childcare  
Mack Barker, Shared Youth Director 
 

 

 

 

 

Contact Information 

300 North Forest Rd., Williamsville, NY 14221 
(716) 632-1330 

Office Hours:  M-Th:  8:00 am-3:00 pm 
F: 8:00 am–12 noon 

www.northchurchwilliamsville.org 
E-mail:  n.church@verizon.net 

 

North Star Deadlines 
August 15 
November 15 
February 15  

May 15 

mailto:n.church@verizon.net
mailto:n.church@verizon.net
mailto:n.church@verizon.net
http://www.northchurchwilliamsville.org/
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