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Breaking Down Walls 
 

 

ver the last several years, through 
adult education, book discussions, 
Lenten studies and workshops, we 
have been learning about race 
relations and racial justice in the U.S. 

We’ve had some eye-opening education through 
books like Waking Up White and Just Mercy. Some of 
us were brought to a deeper understanding of the 
depth of racial inequity in our history by viewing 
the documentary “Race: The Power of an Illusion.” 
And we’ve had helpful conversations through racial 
healing circles last April and a workshop on the 
book White Fragility, led by local freelance writer 
and activist Nanette Massey in May. It’s been an 
important journey, and one we need to continue. 

A next step in that journey will occur during Lent 
this year. On Wednesday, March 18th, we have 
the opportunity to join the people of Lincoln 
Memorial United Methodist Church, a 
predominantly African American congregation, 
in an “evening for racial healing.” Our time 
together will begin at 6 p.m. with some time for 
worship, followed by a meal and some 
meaningful conversation to learn how we can 
work together to further the goal of racial equity 
in our community and develop a relationship as 
sisters and brothers in Christ.  Our evening will 

end at about 8:30 p.m. with plans for future 
activities together. 

Some may wonder why this is important. Years 
ago Martin Luther King, Jr. pointed out that 
11:00 on Sunday morning is the most segregated 
hour of the week. Of course, what he meant was 
our churches are largely formed along racial lines 
and there’s very little opportunity to create 
bonds of affection between them. In my 
conversations with Rev. George Nicholas at 
Lincoln Memorial we have noted that our 
tradition has all the material we need to establish 
those bonds. In fact, Paul in his letters seems to 
believe that the power of the gospel is the power 
to eradicate walls of division between people. But 
it can only be done through intentional efforts on 
our part to reach across the divide and find 
common ground. 

A few years ago Jim Wallis of the Sojourners 
Community wrote a book titled America’s Original 
Sin, referring to racism and white supremacy. 
The sad truth is our country was built on a system 
of human trafficking, which enslaved African 
people for 250 years. After Emancipation it was 
another 100 years before laws were enacted to 
ensure full rights to African American citizens. 
That’s a lot of history to overcome. But it can be 

An e-publication of North Presbyterian Church  
March, April, May 2020 



 
2 

 

done if we’re willing to engage one another 
honestly and develop relationships of mutual 
respect and affection. For us as Christians the key 
to that is the gospel message of reconciliation and 
inclusion.  As it’s written in Ephesians, “For 
[Christ] is our peace; in his flesh he has made both 
groups into one and has broken down the 
dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us.” 
(Eph. 2:14) We can bring that vision to life and 
break down the walls that divide us from our 
sisters and brothers. I hope you’ll join us on 
March 18th as together we begin. 

Peace, 

Pastor Bill 
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An Evening for Racial Healing 

Lincoln Memorial United Methodist 
Church 

641 Masten Avenue, Buffalo 
 

March 18, 2020 
6:00 pm – 8:30 pm 

 
The evening’s activities will include 

worship, a meal, and time for  
discussion. 
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Turning 100 Years Old 
A Conversation with Pauline Firestone 
by Reyne Jankowski 

 
auline Firestone 
reached a milestone this 
year that few people 
can claim.  On 

February 13, 2020, she 
celebrated her 100th birthday.  
I recently had a chance to sit 
down with Pauline and reflect 
with her about her life. 
 Pauline Martin grew up on a farm in 
Medina with two older and two younger 
brothers.  She was the “rose between the thorns” 
as she so fondly phrases it!  The farm, originally 
owned by her great-grandfather, is still family 
owned and operated by her youngest brother.  
Being the only girl in the family, Pauline helped 
her mother with household chores, such as 
cooking, cleaning and laundry, while her brothers 
worked the farm with her father. 
 After high school, Pauline attended 
Buffalo State College where she earned her 
teaching degree.  She taught junior high and high 
school home economics, first in Barker and later 
in Angola.  While teaching in Angola, she met a 
young industrial arts teacher and the love of her 
life, Edward Firestone. 
 Pauline and Ed were married in 1948 and 
moved from Angola to Williamsville in the late 
1950’s, where Ed served as principal at Mill 
Middle School.  Pauline continued to teach at 
BOCES and other area schools while raising two 
children, Paula and Peter. 
 Pauline joined North Presbyterian Church 
in February 1959.  She fulfilled many roles at 
NPC over the years, including teaching Sunday 

School, Sunday School superintendent for a 
period of time, served as an Elder, was on the 
Pastoral Search Committee for Dave McFarlane, 
and headed the manse restoration prior to Tom 
Yorty’s call to NPC.  She participated in 
numerous social groups including Martha Circle 
and organizing a tea party for mothers, daughters 
and their dolls. 
 Ed, being raised Catholic, finally decided 
to join NPC in 2002 because, as he told Pauline, 
he was “tired of being a parking lot Presbyterian!”  
Ed and Pauline were married for 62 years when 
Ed passed peacefully in 2010 with Pauline at his 
side. 
 Pauline enjoyed several activities in 
celebration of her milestone birthday starting 
with a brunch on Sunday at the Park Country 
Club with 100 guests.  She was honored at a 
luncheon at the Presbyterian Village on Tuesday, 
and then enjoyed a family dinner at the Asa 
Ransom House on Wednesday.  (Little known 
fact:  Pauline donated Victorian furnishings that 
currently adorn one of the bedroom suites at the 
Asa Ransom House.) 
 Pauline has 4 grandchildren and 7 great 
grandchildren.  Her favorite color is pink; she is 
an accomplished calligrapher, loves to garden, 
and enjoys emailing with friends and family. 

Pauline’s advice 
for living a long life:  eat 
healthy food, be happy, 
maintain a sense of humor, 
surround yourself with 
friends, have faith in God, 
and enjoy life!  

P
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Mission & Outreach 
 

 

Matthew 25 Task Force  
Advocacy and Outreach Committee 

 
n May of 2019, Session 
began to explore an 
invitation from the 
Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.) to become a 
Matthew 25 congregation, 
which focuses on building 
congregational vitality, 

addressing structural racism and eradicating 
systemic poverty.  Sharon Dittmar, Clark Squires, 
and Pat Townsend, three new Elders on Session, 
were appointed as a task force to discover what it 
means to become a Matthew 25 congregation and, 
with the direction of the Session, to accept the 
invitation from PC(USA) to become a Matthew 25 
church.  The Task Force was expanded to include 
Kerri Bigler and Kath Hahn (Deacons), Warren 
Marcus (Elder), and Ann Eisenlord. Sue Lee is an 
ad hoc member and did an outstanding job in 
preparing the brunch with assistance from a friend 
and from Ed Eisenlord.  In January 2020 we 
accepted the invitation to become a Matthew 25 
church. Our welcome packet from PC(USA), 
received at the end of January, included a poster, 
which was framed and hung in the Dickenson 
Room, and resources for the congregation and 
Presbytery, including pamphlets for Bible study. 

There are currently 360 Presbyterian churches in 
the country that have been designated as Matthew 
25 churches.  We are the first church in the 
Presbytery of WNY to accept this invitation.  As a 
Matthew 25 church, we are committed to sharing 

our stories on the PCUSA.org/Matthew25 
website.  This is a crucial way of increasing our 
own spiritual energy and inspiring other 
congregations.  

The Matthew 25 Task Group is currently 
transitioning to the newly created Advocacy and 
Outreach Committee. This committee will lead 
advocacy efforts addressing national and global 
concerns related to the three focuses above, 
coordinate the four annual offerings, as well as 
responding to the emergent needs for national or 
global disaster relief.  The Deacons will lead local 
and regional efforts to address the focuses of a 
Matthew 25 church 

Thus far, the Matthew 25 Task Force has: 

1. Coordinated the Peace and Global Witness 
Offering, the Christmas Offering, and is 
currently coordinating the One Great Hour 
of Sharing Offering.  The Christmas Offering 
was divided between Health Volunteers 
Overseas (HVO) and the Backpack Program 
of FeedMore WNY.  Each agency received 
$2,845 plus additional designated 
contributions.  HVO received a total of 
$3,145 with the addition of a specific $300 
contribution, and the Backpack Program 
received $5,445 including a specific $100 
contribution and a $2,500 challenge grant 
from the Presbytery. 

2. Wrote a grant proposal to the Presbytery of 
Western New York and obtained a challenge 

I
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grant of $2,500 to contribute as part of our 
Christmas offering to the Backpack Program 
of FeedMore WNY. 

3. Heard presentations from the Buffalo City 
Mission and from Norm Schifferle about the 
“Write Your Story” workshops offered by 
Ibtisam Barakat, an internationally known 
Palestinian refugee, author and poet.  Our 
group is currently reading her book Balcony 
on the Moon:  Coming of Age in Palestine, 
the story of her experiences as a young 
refugee girl. 

4. Developed  a slide program titled “Becoming 
a Matthew 25 Church”  and presented it to 
Session in November, to Deacons in 
December, and at a brunch in January to the 
Congregation. 

5. Presented a Bible Study session on Matthew 
25 in November.   

6. Presented Adult Education Classes on 
Matthew 25 on January 12 and 19.  

7. Coordinated a special collection of gift cards 
and money for immediate needs to be sent by 
the Presbytery to the Lares Presbyterian 
Church in Puerto Rico, a rescue site for 
victims of the earthquake swarm there.  Gift 
cards in excess of $200 and contributions of 
$355 were collected in a two week period 
and given to the Presbytery of WNY.  A BIG 
THANKS to our generous congregation for 
responding to this crisis in a short period of 
time.  

8. Applied for and obtained a grant of $270 
from the New Initiatives Committee of North 
Presbyterian Church to support the January 
brunch for the congregation. 

9. Applied for and obtained a grant for $403.81 
from the New Initiatives Committee to bring 
Alex Ebsary to North to give two 
presentations in March.   

Future plans include a possible “Write Your 
Story” workshop with Ibtisam Barakat, advocacy for 
immigrants and for reversal of current restrictive 
immigration policies and a panel of local leaders to 
present the needs of the Williamsville population.  
The latter project will be jointly planned with the 
Deacons.   

There is a mailbox for the Advocacy and Outreach 
Committee in the church office and a suggestion 
box in the Narthex or contact any member of the 
evolving Advocacy and Outreach Committee. We 
welcome your questions, comments, and 
suggestions.   

A Visit with Alex Ebsary 
March 14-15, 2020 

Alex Ebsary, an out of town church member and 
son of church members Olivia and Jeff Ebsary, will 
be speaking at North Presbyterian Church on 
March 14 and 15, 2020.  Alex is the Director of 
Public and Academic Affairs at the Kurdistan 
Regional Government Representation in the United 
States in Washington, D.C. He also has extensive 
experience with and knowledge of music in the 
Middle East (https://www.musicinexile.org) 

Saturday, March 14, 2020, 9:00 a.m. 

Program: Music in Exile:  Documenting Displaced 
Cultures  

Alex will discuss the importance of music to 
threatened communities.  Alex has traveled to 
Iraq, Bangladesh and Nebraska to interview 
musicians displaced from their homes by violence 
and conflict, and he will present profiles and 
music of the people he has met.   

Continental breakfast (light snacks and beverages) 
will be served.   
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Sunday, March 15, 2020, 9:00 a.m. 

Program: Mideast Crisis:  The Assassination of 
General Quasem Soleimani 

Alex will give an overview of what the 
assassination meant in the Middle East and what it 
means for the ongoing power struggle between 
Iran and the United States. 

If you would like to attend this event, please 
RSVP by March 9.  Call the Church Office at 
(716) 632-1330 or email n.curch@verizon.net. 

 
Alex Ebsary finds musicians from 
diverse ethnic backgrounds, 
secures access to refugee and IDP 
camps, and produces all field 
recordings of performers for 

Music in Exile. The idea came to him after hearing 
a Syrian refugee play a nearly stringless saz (a type 
of mandolin) during a trip to Domiz refugee camp 
in 2013. He began to wonder how he could 
share the music of refugees with the wider world. 
Alex has spent more than three years living in 
Turkey and the Kurdistan Region of Iraq as a 
student, researcher, and teacher. He has a Master’s 
degree in Kurdish Studies from the University of 
Exeter. Apart from co-founding Music in Exile, he 
is the Director of Public and Academic Affairs at 
the Kurdistan Regional Government 
Representation in the United States in Washington, 
D.C.  Alex is a 2004 graduate of Amherst High 
School.   

NPC Needleworkers: 
Wrapped in God’s Love 

People going through difficult journeys of 
struggle or grief often find comfort by wrapping 
themselves in a handmade shawl that comes with 
the love and prayers of the person who created it.  

North Church has a group of dedicated crafters 
who use their skills to create prayer shawls, 

scarves and squares for Roswell that are 
assembled into blankets for use by patients 
undergoing chemo treatment. 

Shawls and scarves are available in the church 
office and are offered at memorial services. 
Please feel free to take one if it will bring you 
comfort.  

Please join us the first Thursday of each month in 
the Dickinson Room from 1-3 p.m. It is a lovely 
time of fellowship for us and a chance to help our 
congregation. If you don’t know how to knit or 
crochet, we’ll teach you! 

This is a self-supporting ministry. If you’d like to 
make a monetary contribution towards our 
supplies or have questions, contact Sue D’Angelo 
or Norma Henderson. 

University Presbyterian Food 
Pantry – 2019 Report 

Thank you for the many food donations North 
Church folk made in 2019 for the University 
Presbyterian Church Food Pantry.  The chart 
below shows the clients served and equivalent 
meals distributed by the pantry over the past three 
years. Of the total people served, 21% were 
children, 64% adults and 15% seniors. 

Served 2019 2018 2017 
Families 142 145 146 
Family members 252 260 233 
Equivalent Meals 27,243 28,044 25,209 

In November, the pantry distributed complete 
Thanksgiving dinners for 181 people in 100 families 
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with donations from North’s Turkey Basket Project 
and others.    

In December the pantry provided Christmas 
dinners to 179 people in 97 families as part of the 
Buffalo News Neediest program, supplemented by 
other donations.   

Founded in 1984, the UPC Food Pantry has 
partnered with a network of organizations, 
including North, from the beginning.  The Pantry 
remains an all-volunteer organization.  Volunteers 
are always needed to receive the monthly delivery 
from FeedMore WNY (previously the Food Bank 
of Western New York) on the third Tuesday of 
each month; to assist clients during regular Food 
Pantry hours (Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11:30-
4:00); and to transport foods not distributed from 
the Mobile Food Pantry at Trinity United 
Methodist Church on Niagara Falls Blvd to the UPC 
Pantry on the third Monday of each month. 

Donations of tuna, pasta and soup are always 
appreciated, along with calendars, cards and 
reusable shopping bags.  Thank you for your 
generous support of the UPC Food Pantry. 

Thank You from … 
The church received thank you letters for 
donations of: 
 $1,301.07 for the Peace & Global Witness 

Offering 
 $650 to Journey’s End  
 $3,145 to Health Volunteers Overseas 

Friends of Night People 
On the fourth Tuesday of every month, volunteers 
prepare and serve a meal at Friends of Night 
People.  

At 8:00 am volunteers prepare the meal in the 
kitchen at North Church.  

That evening from about 4:30-7:00, volunteers 
help serve the meal at 394 Hudson St. in Buffalo.  

If you can help in preparing the meal one time or 
regularly or you would 
like to help serve, 
contact Jeff Ebsary at 
(716) 863-6003 or 
jeffebsary@gmail.com.  

 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
(OGHS) Special Offering 

 
What kind of fish cannot swim but crosses the 
ocean?  (Answer below) 

Did you know? 
 One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is an 

ecumenical offering, one taken during Lent in 
Protestant churches of all sorts, including our 
Methodist and UCC neighbors. 

 OGHS is a few years older than North 
Church’s building. Both of them were results 
of World War II. Our suburb grew as 
veterans returned from the war and started 
families. OGHS was started to respond to the 
devastation of the war in Europe.  

 Since 1990 we Presbyterians have divided our 
offering according to this formula:  32 
percent to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 
32 percent to Self-Development of People, 
36 percent to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Program. 
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 By giving to Presbyterian Disaster Relief once 
a year, we enable disaster specialists to make 
a quick response rather than our having to 
research the resources available closest to the 
needs. 

 Self-Development of People makes small 
grants for economic development to 
organizations whose membership 
substantially lives in poverty. A recent 
example is a group of street food vendors in 
Chicago organizing to share a kitchen. We 
could even help identify a Buffalo 
organization to receive such a grant. 

 A fish bank is made of paper but crosses the 
oceans to feed the hungry and help them 
produce food. We will return the offering on 
Palm Sunday, April 5. 

Children will receive their 
OGHS fish banks on March 
8. Please bring your extra 
change to help get them 
started  

 

 

 

Spiritual Growth 
 

Adult Learning Opportunities 
ADULT ED: 9:00 a.m. in the Library 

Chocolate for Lent:  During the five Sundays in 
Lent beginning on March 1, the Adult Ed group 
will be discussing the movie, Chocolat.  Using 
segments of the movie, the discussion will focus on 
the process of change, the power of community, 
acceptance of strangers, Lenten denial and 
indulgence, generosity, hospitality, tradition, etc.  
Those planning to participate should view the 
movie before attending the first session.  The movie 
is available on demand from Verizon and Spectrum 
or can be borrowed for free from your local 
library.  The Resource Center also has one copy of 
the movie; please contact Debbie Katz if you would 
like to borrow it.  Even if you have seen the movie, 
it would be helpful to view it again before the first 
class. Study materials to aid in the discussion will be 
available in the classes. 

BOOK GROUPS 

Two book groups meet regularly on 

the third and fourth Wednesday of each month in 
the church library. All are welcome to attend, even 
if you haven't had a chance to read the book.  

March 18 - The Bluest Eye by Tony Morrison 
March 25 - News of the World by Paulette Jiles 
April 15 - Lab Girl by Hope Jahren 
April 22 - Plainsong, by Kent Haruf 
May 27 - The Silent Patient, by Alex Michaelides 

Lenten Soup and Study Suppers  
Join us for Lenten soup and study suppers in 
Westminster Hall 
on Tuesdays during 
Lent (March 3, 10, 
17, 24 and 31). 
Study/discussion 
will take place from 
5-6 p.m. followed by a meal at 6 pm.  Enjoy 
homemade soup, fresh bread, salad, and a dessert 
for only $5/person. Children eat free. We’ll be 
exploring one of the Matthew 25 focus points 
regarding building congregational vitality by 
deepening and energizing our faith and growing as 
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joyful leaders and disciples actively engaged with 
our community as we share the gospel of Jesus 
Christ in word and deed. If you plan on coming, 
please call 716.632.1330 or email 
n.church@verizon.net. We want to be sure to have 
enough soup! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come, Sing! 
 “InerG” is the intergenerational choir that provides 
special music once a month during worship, led by 
music assistant Kurt Ebsary. We are musicians 
(vocal and instrumental of all skill levels) ranging in 
age from 8th grade through adult who want to 
experience the joy of creation and praise through 
music. The ensemble practices at 9:30 on the 
morning of the performance, which is during the 
10:15 a.m. worship service. (See schedule below.) 
Everyone is welcome! Contact Kurt Ebsary with 
interest or questions. 

Sunday, April 26 
Sunday, May 24 
Sunday, June 28 

 

 

 
Sunday School 

Our curriculum follows the Bible verses that are 
focused on in worship.  Those Bible verses are 

recommended by the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) for each Sunday for the whole year.  Our 
theme this year is “Commandment Countdown.”  

Each Sunday School morning mostly follows this 
same order:  

Gather.  Greet the children, a child volunteers to 
take attendance, say the Lord’s Prayer out loud 
together, share one thing from our week.  Each 
student and teacher shares by taking turns going 
around the room.  This is often when teachers have 
to redirect and keep things moving because the kids 
have a lot to share! 

Bible Reading & Talk.  We break into classes by 
age groups: PreK 4 year olds-2nd graders; 3rd-6th 
graders; 7th-8th graders.  Teachers help students 
find the verses in the Bible.  We take turns going 
around the room.  Each student who wants to read 
reads 1-3 verses (teacher tells them how many 
based on how long the passage that we are reading 
is).  If a student does not want to read, they know 
to say “pass.”  After the reading, the teachers ask a 
few questions to spark discussion.  For example, 
“Did that reading make you think about anything 
similar in your life?,” “How do you think (the 
character) felt?,” etc.   

Activity.  Activity often relates to the 
commandment of focus.    Activity may also be a 
hands-on mission related activity, such as making 
holiday bags for the Deacons to fill with goodies to 
take to Congregation members who are no longer 
able to come to church (live in nursing care 
facilities or at home with help). 

Fellowship Time.   When time allows, the 
children gather to play foosball or board games at 
the end of Sunday School time.  When weather 
permits, teachers may take students to the 
playground next door at Forest Elementary school.  

We are always looking for teachers.  The children 
really enjoy getting to know congregation 
members.  We need 2 adult teachers each week.  

Communion Sundays 
March 1 
April 5 
May 3 
June 7 

(Dates are subject to change without notice) 
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The PreK 4 year olds-2nd grade class is taught by 
Sara Koteras and Charlie Hutton every Sunday.   

Please look at the remaining dates and contact 
Debbie Hutton at 716-688-4658, text at 716-903-
1053, or email dsnyder97@yahoo.com to let her 
know which date you would like to teach.   

March - Commandment #4:  Respect God’s Day 
of Rest – 3/1, 3/8, 3/15, 3/22, 3/29 

April – Commandment #3:  No Wrongful Use of 
God’s Name – 4/5, 4/19, 4/26 

May – Commandment #2:  Worship No Idols & 
Commandment #1:  I Am Your God—5/3, 5/10, 
5/17 

Confirmation Day:  5/31—No Sunday School.  
Please come to worship.  Charlie Hutton & Sara 
Koteras, both Sunday School teachers, will be 
confirmed this day. 

June –Commandment #1:  I am Your God—6/7, 
6/14 (last day of Sunday School for this school 
year) 
 

 

 

Stewardship 
 

Stewardship Update on Pledges 
Thank you to everyone who responded to the 
stewardship drive.  By the second week of 
February, 77 pledge cards were returned and the 
total pledged was $198,655.   
 
Ten people who pledged in 2019 and 2 who 
pledged in 2018 didn’t return a card.  It is easy to 
put the card aside and forget.  If you intended to 
make a pledge, but aren’t sure if you did, please 
call the church office at 632-1330 and our 
accountant, Karen Thomas, will be able to tell you.  
A replacement card can be found on the 
Information Table in the narthex, picked up from 
the church office, mailed to you or printed out 
from the church’s website at 
https://northpresbyterianchurch.files.wordpress.c
om/2018/07/pledge-card-2020.pdf 
 
The Session approved a budget for 2020 with a 
deficit of nearly $11,000 in prayerful anticipation 
of additional pledges.   Thank you and God Bless as 

together we embrace the new year with enthusiasm 
and hope. 

 The Stewardship Committee 
 

Per Capita Campaign 
Every year we ask our members to contribute to 
the Per Capita Campaign. Per Capita is the money 
our congregation pays to the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.), Synod of the Northeast and Presbytery of 
Western New York and helps pay for youth to 
attend Triennium. This money is part of the glue 
that holds Presbyterians together. It is the money 
that enables Presbyterians mutually and equitably 
to share the ecclesiastical and administrative costs 
of sustaining our witness to Christ—as a sign of the 
covenant that binds us together. The per capita 
amount per member this year is $34.10. If you 
would like to make a per capita contribution, you 
can mail a check to the church or donate on line at 
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/donations/.  
Thank you for your prayerful consideration of this 
request and God's blessings to you and your family.  
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Bits & Pieces 
 

Mardi Gras! 

On Tuesday, February 25, North held the 2nd 
annual Taste of North Mardi Gras celebration.  
Thanks to the Membership, Stewardship, and 
Worship committees. A great time was had by 
all!  There was music, great food, balloon 
creations, face painting, and even a chance to 

decorate a Mardi Gras mask!  
Special thanks to Jeff Ebsary not 
just for having his forehead 
painted, but also for the 
delicious pulled pork that was 
served as the main course!  It, 
along with all the other 
goodies, was fantastic! 

Trophy winners for 2020 were: 

Side dish:  Anne McElroy - Carrot Casserole 
Dessert:  Heather Randall - Peanut Butter Pie 

Congrats to our winners and thanks to all who 
entered! 
 

Adult Fellowship 
The Membership Committee is planning a Bowling 
Party for Saturday, March 28th in the afternoon.  
The cost is $20.00 per person.  If you are 
interested, please contact Mitch Roemer (688-
6464) or Mary Atwood (481-7774) 

NPC Choir to Sing at Roswell 
Memorial Service 

Marlene Harrington and the NPC choir have 
been invited to participate in an interfaith memorial 
service in remembrance of patients of Rosewell 
Park Comprehensive Cancer Center.  The service 
will take place on Thursday, May 7, 2020, at the 
David C. Hohn, MD Lecture Hall in the Research 
Studies Center at Roswell Park. 

Senior Wellness Classes 

Everyone is invited to participate in wellness classes 
at the church. Chair yoga meets every Monday at 
9:15 and 10:15 a.m. and Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. 
in Westminster Hall.  

Silver Sneakers Circuit 
meets every Tuesday 
and Thursday at 9:30 
a.m. in Westminster 
Hall. The class is 45 
minutes of standing 
low-impact 
choreography 
alternated with upper body strength work. This 
class is suitable for all levels of fitness, and the 
instructor will modify to fit your skill level.   
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Both classes are donation-based and we accept 
Silver Sneakers. Come join us! 

News from the Nursery 
The nursery will be staffed beginning at 9 a.m. on 
Sunday mornings to better meet the needs of our 
congregation. You are invited to participate in 
this ministry--volunteers are needed to staff the 
nursery. Please contact Regina Koteras at 
gkoteras@gmail.com or stop in the nursery. 

Chiavetta’s Fundraiser 
NPC will be holding a Chiavetta’s Chicken BBQ 
fundraiser on Wednesday, May 6 from 3:30-6:30 
p.m.  All proceeds benefit the church operating 
budget.  Tickets will be available for advance 
purchase or at the door.  Besides eat in and take 
out, we will again provide a drive-thru option.  If 
you would like to volunteer to help out, please 
call the church office or contact Joe Alber. 

Church Office Closed 
The church office will be closed: 

Monday, April 13, day after Easter  
Monday, May 25, Memorial Day 

 
 
 
Save the Date 
 

MARCH 

14 Alex Ebsary “Music in Exile:  
Documenting Displaced Cultures” 9:00 
a.m. Continental Breakfast 

15 Alex Ebsary “Mideast Crisis:  The 
Assassination of General Quasem 
Soleimani” 9:00 a.m. 

18 An Evening for Racial Healing, Lincoln 
Memorial United Methodist Church 

28 Adult Fellowship Bowing Party 

APRIL 

5 Palm Sunday 
9 Maundy Thursday Service, Clarence 

Presbyterian Church, 7:00 p.m. 
10 Good Friday Service, NPC 12:00 p.m. 
12 Easter Sunday 
13 Church Office Closed 
26 InerG 10:15 Worship Service 
28 Primary Election Day 

MAY 

6 Chiavetta’s Chicken BBQ, 3:30 p.m. 
15 North Star Deadline 
24 InerG 10:15 Worship Service 
25 Memorial Day – Church Office Closed 
 
For more calendar items visit: 
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-
and-north-star/ 

Sunday Bulletin 
If you have an announcement, please e-mail 
n.church@verizon.net by noon on 
Wednesday. 

Weekly E-mail Blasts 
This church-wide e-mail generally goes out 
on Thursday evening. If you are not 
receiving this communication but would like 
to be added to the list, e-mail 
n.church@verizon.net to be added. 

Newsletter (North Star) 
You can submit story ideas by e-mailing it to 
n.church@verizon.net. The newsletter is 
published in March, June, September, and 
December. The newsletter is available online 
but we are happy to mail it to you if you 
wish. Please call the office to make 
arrangements.   
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Phone 
Your call is very important to us. We try to 
take every call but if we missed yours, please 
leave a message at 716.632.1330. We make 
every effort to return your call within 24 
hours or less.  

 Phone Extensions: 
21 Office/Reyne Jankowski 
22 Pastor/Bill Hennessy 
23 Bookkeeper/Karen Thomas 

 24 Organist/Marlene Harrington 
26 Facilities/Mike Callaghan 

Resource Center    631-0979 

The staff members listed below do not keep regular 
office hours and cannot be reached at the church 
with their own extensions; however, you may leave 
a message for them with the office administrator.  

Alanna Carlins, Children’s Choir Director 
Olivia Ebsary, Sacred Arts 
Kurt Ebsary, Music Assistant 
Regina Koteras, Childcare  
Mack Barker, Shared Youth Director 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Information 
300 North Forest Rd., Williamsville, NY 14221 

(716) 632-1330 
Office Hours:  M-Th:  8:00 am-3:00 pm 

F: 8:00 am–12 noon 
www.northchurchwilliamsville.org 

E-mail:  n.church@verizon.net 
 

North Star Deadlines 
May 15 

August 15 
November 15 
February 15 


