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 I don’t think there is any story in scripture that’s been more influential, more harmful 

than the story of Eve and Adam and the serpent. Of course, every culture has its origin story and 

some of them are beautiful. I saw a movie the other night called “The Whale Rider” about a 

community of Maori in New Zealand. Their origin story has to do with an ancient who traveled 

from Hawaii (?) searching for a new land but became lost on the open ocean. He was rescued by 

a whale and rode the whale to New Zealand where their culture began. It’s a wonderful story 

about the connection between humans and nature, the interdependence that’s reflected in their 

life together. Other stories are horrible and, in some ways, do even worse damage than ours. 

 

 But ours is pretty bad. It’s been used to justify everything from misogyny to planetary 

destruction. Just yesterday I attended a conference on climate change. Traditional beliefs in 

human dominance of the planet have led to more destruction than the ancient world could have 

ever imagined. To them it must have felt like they were in constant battle with indifferent 

elements they could never control. Today we seem to be getting our revenge by assaulting the 

earth with unrelenting extraction only to burn what we find causing the atmosphere to warm. It’s 

not the relationship God intends us to have with the earth. If you read a little further in Genesis 

chapter 3 you’ll find the conflict between humans and the earth is part of God’s curse, yet 

somehow we’ve come to regard it as a privilege.  

 

 The sad thing is, we think we’re winning that conflict. Every time we find more ways to 

extract more oil or gas, we think we’re ahead. So, we win battle after battle, never realizing 

we’re losing the war.  

 

 There are lasting implications of this story that go way beyond human morality and sin. It 

lays the foundation for destructive relationships between humans and humans, between humans 

and the earth. Living from this story, allowing it to form the warp and weft of our lives has been 

nothing but trouble for us. And maybe that’s why redemption is our deepest hope. With the 

whole creation, we long for release from our bondage to decay, as Paul puts it.  

 

 So, there’s a lot riding on Jesus’ visit to the desert. He goes out there searching for 

direction, for meaning. And the devil offers him everything that passes for meaning that we 

understand: food, invincibility, power. But those things are trivial. You see, it’s not so much that 

Jesus had immense strength of character that kept him from giving in. It hardly took any effort at 

all to reject those things that are so fleeting. For one who walks in the presence of God, all the 

distractions the world offers are hollow.  

 

 I think the real temptation Jesus faces will come later. Unlike us, who have been so 

thoroughly shaped by that story of the first garden, Jesus never felt at odds with creation. He 

lives in harmony with it. He knows he’s a part of it, as we’re meant to know it. The real 

temptation for him comes in another garden when he’s faced with choosing to leave creation 

behind. While we struggle to subdue and escape the limits of our creation, Jesus embraces it. He 



teaches us what it means to live beneath the wings of God. As the psalm for this morning puts it, 

“Many are the torments of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the Lord.” 

Jesus puts his trust in God, a trust that’s broken, along with all the other broken relationships, in 

the first garden. Teaching us how to restore that trust is his mission and his passion. 

 

 Lent is a season for restoration and redemption. It’s a time when we can look deep within 

ourselves to find what really matters. If we’re paying attention, if we’re really committed to 

repairing our alienation from creation, then we can reject the temptations that dog us as easily as 

Jesus does. We can become the people we’re meant to be. Lent is a time to practice new ways of 

relating, to discover we are not bound by our mythology. Through acts of generosity and justice, 

as advocates for the earth, we can live in harmony with one another, we can be at peace with 

creation. And we can give up our fear of being exposed, be seen as we are, as we long to be, 

children of God; no longer objects of wrath but subjects of God’s unfailing love. 

 

Amen 


