
 

North Presbyterian Church 
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

January 19, 2020—10:15 a.m. 
 
  



WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD 
 

Gathering Time Hymn 393 O Day of Rest and Gladness 
 Hymn 853 We Are Marching in the Light of God 
 

Greeting, Welcome, and Opportunities for Discipleship 
Welcome visitors!  If you feel comfortable, please introduce yourself at this time. 
We are glad you are here. Please join us for coffee hour after the service.  
Everyone—please silence your cell phones. 

 

Prelude Prelude on “Kelvingrove” Callahan 

 

Call to Worship 
Sing to the Lord a new song: 
Sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
Look, here is the Lamb of God! 
Jesus calls us: Come and see. 
Let us worship God. 

 

Invocation 
 

*Hymn 749 Come! Live in the Light! 
 

*Call to Confession 
 

*Prayer of Confession 
Mothering God,  
we have chased after foolish things, 
and spent our strength on vanity; 
our labor has been in vain. 
Deliver us from arrogance 
and forgive our self-concern, 
that we may find our reward with you, 
as servants of your dream. 
Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 

 

*Silent Confession    (A time for personal confession of sin) 
 

*Assurance of Forgiveness 
Hear the good news! 
God loves us. God forgives us. 

 



 

*Response 
 

 

 
*Passing of the Peace 

Having received Christ’s peace, let us share it by turning to our neighbors and greeting them, saying “May 
the peace of Christ be with you!”  

 

Children’s Time 
 

Reception of New Members 
 Nancy Kim 
 Stella Kim 
 David Shaver 
 

Anthem O Lord, Send Out Thy Light Pasquet 
 

O Lord, send out Thy light and Thy truth, 
O Lord, send out Thy light and Thy truth, 
And enlighten the eyes of our understanding, 
That we may bring forth good fruit, 
That we may be counted worthy, 
Worthy of the Kingdom of heaven. 
O Lord, send out Thy light and Thy truth. 

  
WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 

 

Prayer for Illumination 
 



Scripture Readings 
  Isaiah 49:1-7 
  John 1: 29-42 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon                        “What Are You Looking For?” 
 

WE RESPOND AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 

*Affirmation of Faith 
We believe that the church must together come to know the height and the 
breadth and the depth of the love of Christ. We believe that together we are 
built up to the stature of Christ, the new humanity. We believe that we must 
together know and bear one another’s burdens, thereby fulfilling the law of 
Christ. We believe that we are called to admonish and comfort one another; to 
suffer with one another for the sake of righteousness; to pray together; and 
together serve God in this world. 

      --Adapted from the Confession of Belhar 
 

*Hymn 726 Will You Come and Follow Me 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

Offering Offertory Anthem:  Walk in the Light arr. Thomas 
 

*Doxology  Hymn 607  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all people here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
…and now we pray: 



Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
WE DISPERSE TO SERVE GOD IN THE WORLD 

 

*Hymn 339 Lift Every Voice and Sing 
 

*Charge 
 

*Benediction 
 

*Congregational Amen Hymn 568 
 

*Postlude We Shall Overcome arr. Marohnic 
 

*Those who are able, please stand 

 
. 
  



CALENDAR

Sunday, January 19 

9:00 am  Adult Ed/Chapel.; Bible Study/RC 

10:15 am Worship/Sanctuary 

  Sunday School 

6:00 pm Mindfulness for Young 

Adults/Chapel 

Monday, January 20 – Office Closed 

9:15 am  Chair Yoga/WH 

10:15 am  Chair Yoga/WH 

7:00 pm  Mindfulness/Chapel 

Tuesday, January 21 

9:30 am  Silver Sneakers Circuit/WH 

Wednesday, January 22 

10:15 am  Chair Yoga/WH 

12:30 pm  WNY Needleworkers/WH 

1:00 pm Book Group/Lib 

6:30 pm Documentary Part 2:   Race: The 

Power of Illusion/Chapel 

Thursday, January 23 

9:30 am  Silver Sneakers Circuit/WH  

6:30 pm  Bells/N105 

Mindfulness/Chapel 

7:30 pm  Adult choir/Choir room/Upstairs 

Friday, January 24 

4:30 pm Centering Prayer/DR 

Saturday, January 25 

8:30 am  Christian Growth Academy/Lib 

9:30 am  LE3 Training/WH/Chapel 

Sunday, January 26 

9:00 am  Adult Ed/Lib.; Bible Study/RC 

10:15 am  Worship/Sanctuary  

  Sunday School 

11:30 am  Annual Meeting/WH 

6:00 pm Mindfulness for Young 

Adults/Chapel 

To see a complete list, go to 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-

and-north-star/. We will post a comprehensive 

calendar in the hall outside the church office and 

in both church entrances. 

AGO—American Guild of Organists 

CSS—Congregation Shir Shalom 

EGA—Embroidery Guild 

GS—Girl Scouts 

DR—Dickinson Room  

FJC—Family Justice Center 

FONP—Friends of Night People 

Kit—Kitchen 

LE3—Before and After School Program 

Lib—Library 

Ofc—Church Office 

RC—Resource Center  

WH—Westminster Hall

 

  

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/


ADULT ED: 9:00 a.m. in the Chapel 

“I was thirsty and you gave me a cup of water.”  We hear these words of Matthew 25 and 

wonder how they relate to how we live in this new decade.  Continue exploring this topic in 

greater depth with members of the Matthew 25 Task Force at 9 AM in the chapel on Sunday 

January 19.  We will consider how we individually and as a church community may begin to 

re-vision our mission to those thirsty for racial and economic justice. 

BIBLE STUDY: 9:00 a.m. in the Resource Center 

Bible study meets each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. in the Resource Center.  

ANNUAL MEETING:  SUNDAY, JANUARY 26 - Correction 

Everyone is invited to attend the annual meeting on Sunday, January 26.  The meeting will be 

held in Westminster Hall at 11:30 a.m. and is for the purpose of electing elders and deacons, 

electing at-large members of the Nominating Committee, reviewing the budget and 

conducting other business appropriate for a congregational meeting. A light brunch will be 

served. Child care will be provided in the nursery. 

MATTHEW 25 TASK FORCE 

Thank you to all who attended the Matthew 25 Task Force Brunch on January 

12.  North Church has been designated as a Matthew 25 church by the 

Presbyterian Church of USA (PCUSA).  We join with 360 Presbyterian 

Churches designated as Matthew 25 churches.  There is strength in unity.  

We will be connecting with other Matthew 25 churches, learning from 

them, sharing what we are doing, and celebrating the work that unites us as 

people of God in the PCUSA. The Task Force encourages you to read Matthew 25 and to visit 

pcusa.org/matthew25. 

The temporary Matthew 25 Task Force is transitioning to a more permanent committee, 

approved by the Session, called Advocacy and Outreach.  The Deacons will concentrate on 

local and regional projects. The Advocacy and Outreach Committee will attend to national 

and global concerns.  



Members of the Task Force are:  Kerri Bigler, Sharon Dittmar, Ann Eisenlord, Kath Hahn, 

Warren Marcus, Clark Squires and Pat Townsend. Sue Lee is also assisting us.  If you have 

suggestions, questions, or comments for the Advocacy and Outreach Committee, please leave 

a message in the suggestion box located on the table in the Narthex or e-mail any one of us 

and we will contact you.  

CAN YOU HELP WITH THE PUERTO RICAN EARTHQUAKE CRISIS? 

Since December 28, 2019, about 500 earthquakes of magnitude 2.0 or higher have terrorized 

the Puerto Rican people. The most recent earthquake of 5.9 magnitude occurred on Saturday, 

January 11. Dozens more large aftershocks are likely and continue to jolt the U.S. territory.  

Nearly 5,000 people are still living in shelters.  Many are sleeping outside or in cars and all 

inhabitants are living with high anxiety. It is estimated that 110 million dollars in damage has 

occurred. 

 

According to the Council of the WNY Presbytery, there is an immediate and critical need for 

Walmart gift cards to buy supplies. The Presbytery is working in partnership with the Lares 

Presbyterian Church in Puerto Rico which is used as a rescue site during this crisis.  

 

Members of North Presbyterian Church can help by bringing Walmart gift cards of any 

amount to church on January 19 and January 26 and placing them in the collection plate.  

Walmart has the needed supplies at a reasonable price. Gift cards can also be brought to the 

church office any time in the next two weeks.  Collections will continue until February 2.   If it 

is more convenient to write a check, please mark for “Puerto Rican Earthquake Crisis”.  The 

Matthew 25 Task Force and Advocacy and Outreach Committee will send all the gift cards 

and money for Puerto Rico to the Presbytery of WNY.  

 

If you prefer to contribute to the longer term needs of Puerto Rico, you can give to other 

organizations that North Church has previously supported by visiting the Presbyterian 

Disaster Assistance (https://pda.pcusa.org/situation/puerto-rico/) or Church World Service 

(https://cwsglobal.org/) websites.     

https://pda.pcusa.org/situation/puerto-rico/
https://cwsglobal.org/


INTER-GENERATIONAL EVENT 

The Adult Education Committee will be sponsoring an inter-generational event on Sunday 

February 2nd after the 10:15 a.m. worship service. All ages are invited to attend. This would 

be a great opportunity to invite your friends to meet our church members.  We will be 

forming multiple groups with mixed ages and then each group will read and discuss one of 

the last five Ten Commandments.  The Sunday School children have been learning about the 

last 5 commandments during the Fall Session and the adult education forum had studied the 

Ten Commandments by reading “Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten 

Commandments”, a 2019-20 Presbyterian Women Horizons Bible Study. 

We will be learning what the last five commandments tell us through the eyes of children and 

adults.  It is sure to be a very revealing discussion from which all ages will learn something 

new.  It will be interesting to see how different ages see different things about the Ten 

Commandments.   

Following the event, a light lunch will be served where dessert will be served first. Interg-

enerational adult education gives everyone the opportunity to learn from each other by 

sharing their wisdom, experiences and understanding of the world.  

BOOK GROUPS 

Everyone is invited to participate in a book group discussion. Below are the books and the 

meeting time/date. Groups meet in the church library. 

February 19, 2020, at 9:30 a.m.: Alexander Hamilton by Ron 

Chernow 

RACIAL JUSTICE TASK GROUP SPONSORS A BOOK DISCUSSION 

The Racial Justice Task Group of University and North Presbyterian 

Churches invites our congregations to participate in reading and discussing Toni Morrison's 

The Bluest Eye.   

Recipient of both the Nobel and Pulitzer Prizes, Toni Morrison is considered one of America's 

greatest literary talents and treasures.  Before her death in 2019, Morrison received great 

acclaim for her many novels which include: The Bluest Eye, Beloved, and Song of 



Solomon.  While many of her novels are quite substantial in length, The Bluest Eye is modest 

in size and thus it may offer a less intimidating introduction to readers who are new to 

Morrison.  The novel focuses upon Pecola Breedlove, a young black girl who prays every day 

for beauty.  Mocked by other children for the dark skin, curly hair, and brown eyes that set 

her apart, she yearns to have blond hair and blue eyes.  The novel is a powerful examination 

of our obsession with beauty and conformity and asks important questions about race, class, 

and gender with the subtlety and grace that have always characterized Morrison's writing. 

The Racial Justice Task Group invites our two congregations to read this book during the 

month of January.  Then, on Sunday, February 9 at 2 p.m. those who wish are invited to 

gather at University Presbyterian Church for a book discussion.  Refreshments will be 

provided. 

RACE:  THE POWER OF ILLUSION 

The Center for Christian Growth (formerly the Resource Center) is sponsoring a screening of 

Race The Power of an Illusion.  This three-part documentary series, which will be shown on 

Wednesdays, January 15, 22 and 29, challenges one of our most fundamental beliefs:  that 

humans come divided into a few distinct biological groups.  Each Wednesday from 6:30-8:30 

p.m., one hour of the documentary will be shown followed by a time for discussion.  All are 

invited and welcome to attend.   

UNPACKING THE PARABLES OF JESUS 

Temple Beth Tzedek is hosting Unpacking the Parables of Jesus on three consecutive 

Wednesdays in February from 10:30 am – Noon at Temple Beth Tzedek, 1641 North Forest 

Road, Williamsville.  All sessions are free of charge. 

February 5, 2020:  The parable of the Good Samaritan 

February 12, 2020:  The story of the Rich man and Lazarus 

February 19, 2020:  The parable of the Tenants 

These three sessions will include an in depth study of parables in Classical Rabbinic Literature, 

placing Jesus’ teachings within the gamut, continuum, of rabbinic parables of the last two 

millennia. The series will also attempt to understand how Jesus’ parables were perceived by 

his many listeners when he first taught them.  Guest Presenter is Rabbi Moshe Silberschein, 



Interim Rabbi at Temple Beth Tzedek.  RSVP and more information:  Mara at 

mara@buffalojewishfederation.org.  This event is co-sponsored by Temple Beth Tzedek, 

Congregation Shir Shalom, Buffalo Jewish Community Relations, Network of Religious 

Communities, and North Presbyterian Church. 

 

 

mailto:mara@buffalojewishfederation.org


WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS TODAY 

Coordinator: Linda Gowans  Counters: Karen Hopkins, Brian Pettit 

Lock-up: Randy Bigler   Liturgist: Lisa Marsherall 

Ushers: Linda Gowans & Dirk Pouli, 

Diane & Jim Sprague    

Coffee Hour:  January—Worship Committee; February— Advocacy and Outreach Committee 

 

MINISTERS: THE CONGREGATION 

Pastor/Head of Staff:  The Rev. William T. Hennessy 

Administrative Assistant/Webmaster:  Reyne Jankowski 

Facilities Caretaker:  Mike Callaghan 

Director of Music, Organist:  Marlene Harrington 

Bookkeeper:  Karen Thomas 

Childcare Supervisor:  Regina Koteras 

Coordinator of Sacred Arts:  Olivia Ebsary  

Youth Director, Northtowns:  Mack Barker 

Director of Music, Children & Youth:  Alanna Carlins 

Musical Assistant: Kurt Ebsary

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Brought together by our shared faith in Jesus Christ, 

Called by God to live as faithful disciples, 

Blessed by our diverse gifts and experiences, 

We commit ourselves to: 

Worship together, 

Teach and learn from one another, 

Nurture each other with care and love, and 

Reach out in ministry and mission to the world. 

(Adopted by the Session June 5, 2006) 

  



ELDERS (SESSION) 

Clerk of Session: Sylvia Bigler 

Class of 2020 

Anselm George 

Warren Marcus 

Richard Mesmer 

Thomas Miller 

Rob Powell 

 

Class of 2021 

Joe Alber 

Mary Atwood 

Ralph Doerzbacher 

Debbie Hutton 

Marty Shafer 

 

Class of 2022 

Sharon Dittmar 

Dirk Pouli 

Clark Squires 

Pat Townsend 

 

 

DEACONS 

Moderator: Glenn Hopkins 

Class of 2020 

Jane Arnold 

Kerri Bigler 

Olivia Ebsary 

Heather Randall 

 

Class of 2021 

Chris Gunther 

Glenn Hopkins 

Garry Ostermeier 

Pam Ostermeier 

Karen Roesser 

 

Class of 2022 

Jeff Ebsary 

Linda Gowans 

Kath Hahn 

Lisa Marsherall 

Diane Sprague 

 

 

 

 

LET’S CONNECT 

Website: https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville/ 

Phone: 716.632.1330 

Thursday e-blast and special announcements:  

Please make sure the church office has your email address if you wish to receive email 

https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville/

