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 That question Jesus asks in this story, “what are you looking for?” is one I always 

thought I’d have answered by the time I reached this age. But every day it seems like I have less 

idea of how to answer it than ever. I keep searching, keep looking for…something; I’m not sure 

what. Do you ever feel that way? I think Andrew and his friend felt that way. All they could 

come up with was to ask where Jesus was staying. And in that, they probably said more than they 

meant to.  

 

 But what are we looking for? The people around Isaiah were looking for redemption, 

restoration. They wanted to regain their standing in the world, to recover their society. But 

they’re told they have too narrow a vision. God wants more for them than just a return to things 

as they were before the exile. God wants to make them not just a possession but a beacon. God 

wants to use them as a light for all the nations. They are destined to be God’s presence in the 

world, to point the world to God; in other words, to become what we’re all looking for. 

 

 Like those Israelites it could be our vision is too narrow. We look for certainty or 

assurance. We want to be affirmed in our assumptions. I know I do. I want to know I’m on the 

right path, that the choices I make do more good than harm. But it’s hard to know that for sure. It 

could be God has bigger things in store for us. God may be calling us to find where Jesus is 

staying and begin walking a new path. 

 

 For the disciples that meant turning away from someone they had attached themselves to, 

John the Baptist, and adopt a new vision of God’s kingdom. They didn’t go to Jesus with any 

expectations; they had no idea what he might teach them. In the gospels the disciples are usually 

portrayed as bewildered and fumbling, but they are always open. They don’t resist Jesus’ 

teachings, they just don’t understand them very well. In that respect they’re a perfect model for 

us. Being open and willing to learn requires trust, and if there’s one thing Jesus asks of his 

disciples it’s trust above everything else.  

 

 In 1963, Martin Luther King, jr. traveled to Birmingham, Alabama to join a protest of the 

businesses that continued to practice segregation even though agreements had been reached to 

put a stop to it. He was arrested during the protests on April 12
th

 and put in the Birmingham City 

jail. While he was there he came across a letter in the newspaper from a group of Alabama clergy 

calling on him and his organization, the Southern Christian Leadership Council, to give up public 

protests and marches and go slower in their search for change. King wrote his “Letter from 

Birmingham Jail” in response to that letter. 

 

 In his letter King put his trust in the power of persuasion to bring his colleagues to an 

appreciation for the circumstances that led to the direct action in Birmingham. When answering 

the criticism that he was an “outside agitator,” King wrote: “I am cognizant of the 

interrelatedness of all communities and states. I cannot sit idly by in Atlanta and not be 

concerned about what happens in Birmingham. Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 



everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of 

destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly. Never again can we afford to live 

with the ‘outside agitator’ idea. Anyone who lives inside the United States can never be 

considered an outsider anywhere within its bounds.”  

 

 That sense of connectedness drove the movement King led. The leaders of the Civil 

Rights movement didn’t know, always, what the best thing to do might be, but they always knew 

what they were looking for. And for many of them, it began from their trust in Jesus. They 

answered his call to “come and see,” and discovered an acceptance and empowerment they 

found nowhere else. Through that discovery they realized their responsibility not just for their 

own needs, but for the soul of the whole country. They became our beacon, the light that could 

lead us toward God’s presence.  

 

 That may sound like hyperbole, but racism has left the soul of our nation withered and 

driven a wedge between us and God. There’s no other force in our country that has caused more 

damage for everyone touched by it, victims and perpetrators alike. King understood the 

movement to be freeing white people as well as black people because the sin of racism infects 

everyone it touches.  

 

 And that’s why it’s so important we face the question Jesus asks. What are you looking 

for? Are we looking for confirmation or transformation? Do we really want things to stay as they 

are or do we hope for a world made new? Jesus invites Andrew and his friend to “come and see,” 

to enter into a relationship and allow that relationship to mold them, to give them new life. 

They’re invited to shed all their assumptions about right and wrong, to unlearn everything 

they’ve been taught and begin a new journey, find a new identity in him.  

 

 Like the people around Isaiah we are meant for more than just surviving. We’re meant to 

be a beacon for the world. We’re meant to reveal the presence of God by being the body of 

Christ. Teresa of Avila is said to have once written: “Christ has no body now on earth but yours, 

no hands but yours, no feet but yours. Yours are the eyes through which to look out Christ’s 

compassion to the world; yours are the feet with which he is to go about doing good; yours are 

the hands with which he is to bless [women and] men now.” Whatever it is we’re looking for, 

Christ invites us to find it with him; to join him and become his presence in the world. If what 

we’re looking for is transformation in ourselves and in the world, it begins by following Christ. 

 

Amen 


