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Embracing Advent and Christmas 
 

 

any changes are happening here at North in the coming year. As has been announced, as of 
November 22, Cynthia Machamer will no longer be our administrative assistant having 
taken a new job with a local not-for-profit agency as executive assistant. Currently the 

Human Resources Team is sorting through resumes to find someone who can take Cynthia’s place. 
We owe many thanks to Cynthia for her stellar work as the hub of life here at North. She’s done a 
wonderful job of keeping the office organized and giving us a strong presence on social media.  
 
Cynthia’s commitment to North has gone above 
and beyond her duties as our administrative 
assistant. Over the last eight years she has 
planned and organized two Northfest 
celebrations during the summers of 2015 and 
2016. She provided invaluable support to our 
Stewardship efforts over the years, and helped 
organize our Service Sundays. Cynthia has also 
been a source of comfort and care for folks 
throughout our congregation who have needed 
an ear to listen or a shoulder to cry on from 
time to time. Her role has never been only 
clerical; it’s also been pastoral, to which many 
at North will attest. Cynthia will be greatly 
missed but we wish her Godspeed in her new 

endeavor in the hopes that new adventures 
await. 

 
Meanwhile we are entering a season of 
anticipation as we prepare our hearts through 
Advent to welcome the birth of Christ among 
us. Advent is a season for reflection and 
expectation. It can be hard this time of year to 
carve out space for silence and contemplation. 
Our thoughts are crowded with plans and 
preparations. Yet our spirits long for quiet. 
Taking time to read the stories surrounding 
Jesus’ birth in the gospels or reading a favorite 
story that centers on Christmas such as 
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol or watching an old 
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movie (“It’s a Wonderful Life” and “The 
Bishop’s Wife” are two of our favorites) can 
offer the space we need to breathe a little 
slower and let the season sink in. 

 
The sad truth is Advent can fly by very fast. 
Before we know it Christmas will be upon 
us, then New Year and Lent...it all goes by 
in a blur! Try to put the brakes on this year. 
Try to slow things down a bit. Let yourself 
breathe deeply, look closely, and listen 
attentively. Take advantage of opportunities 
for fellowship, such as the caroling and 
potluck party here at North on December 
8th and the pageant presentation by our 
children on December 15th. Come on 
December 22nd to hear selections from 
Handel’s Messiah by our choir and join us on 
the 24th for candles, carols, and communion. 

 
You might also want to make Advent and the 
Christmas season a time of outreach and 
advocacy for people in need in our community 
or the wider world. Look for opportunities for 
service, to give of yourself in ways that make a 
difference in other people’s lives. After all, 
repairing the world is what Christmas is all 
about. When Mary sings her song in Luke’s 
gospel, she sings of a great reversal of social and 
political realities: the powerful will be brought 
down and the lowly lifted up; the hungry will 

be filled with good things and the rich sent away 
empty. Jesus’ birth is the embodiment of that 
promise...and our lives can be, too! 

 
This year, embrace Advent and Christmas with 
all the hope, peace, joy, and love you can 
muster. Let it penetrate your soul and be 
expressed in every word and gesture. Don’t 
stumble through this time asleep. Wake up! 
And let the Christ child be born anew in you! 

 
Peace (on earth, good will to all!), 

Pastor Bill  
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Elder Spotlight: Dirk Pouli 

By Cynthia Machamer 
 

irk Pouli came to North Presbyterian 
Church via Holland (Netherlands), 
then Canada, 

then Wisconsin, and 
finally, in 1976, to 
Buffalo, where he took 
a job with Hooker 
Chemical, allowing 
him to utilize his 
undergraduate degree 
from Queen’s 
University at Kingston 
(Ontario, Canada) and 
his graduate chemistry 
degree from the 
Cambridge University 
(England). He brought 
his Dutch-born wife 
and 11-year-old 
daughter Mary. In 1982 
he was laid off so the little family moved to 
Florida for his work, where he worked in 
the water purification industry.  
 
The love of his life, “Willy,” as she was 
affectionately known, passed away in 
2016, after54 years of marriage. 
 
Dirk retired and came back to the area in 2017 
to be near his daughter. Many know Mary 
Diana Pouli for her work in Western New York 
as executive director of the Town of Amherst 
Youth & Recreation Department. Last year, 

Dirk transferred his membership to North 
Presbyterian Church and became an Elder, 
serving on Session. He grew up in the 

Reformed tradition and says 
he became Presbyterian in 
1962. 
 
Dirk is active in a book group 
and Adult Education 
committee and various 
outreach efforts. Each week he 
attends programs to stimulate 
him intellectually, whether at 
North or in the community, 
and volunteers at University 

Presbyterian Church food 
pantry and the Audubon 
branch of the Buffalo and 
Erie County Public 
Library. 
 
Besides exercising his 
mind, he goes to the gym 
three times a week, but 
claims, “I am not a health 
nut.” He enjoys the 
senior center and the 
University Express 

program. “I enjoy interacting with people,” he 
says.   (next page) 
 
Photos: Top: Dirk in church library in 2019 (photo by 
Cynthia Machamer); Willy, Mary, and Dirk in earlier years 
(photo provided by Pouli) 
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Dirk is especially interested in attending 
programs and intellectual discussions on topics 
such as racism and the plight of refugees. He 
recalls the race riots in Milwaukee in 1968 
when the mayor shut down the city. He has 
fond memories of his father, who was a farmer 

in the Netherlands and then in Canada, where 
he emigrated when Dirk was 13. His father 
served as a soldier in the Dutch army in 1940 
during the German invasion. Dirk, who is the 
oldest of four children, became a U.S. citizen in 
1983. 

 

Matthew 25 Task Force 
The Matthew 25 Task Force, with the 
approval and support of the Session, has 
submitted an application to the Presbytery to 
become a Matthew 25 Church. The focuses of 
a Matthew 25 Church are:1) Building 
congregational vitality, 2) Dismantling 
structural racism, and 3) Eradicating systemic 
poverty. NPC already has many ongoing 
activities that fit within the Matthew 25 
framework. The Task Force was formed in 
August, 2019, at the request of the pastor to 
take steps to become a Matthew 25 Church.  
 
This temporary task force consists of Kerri 
Bigler, Sharon Dittmar, Ann Eisenlord, 
Warren Marcus, Pam Ostermeier, Clark 
Squires, and Pat Townsend. Sue Lee and Kath 
Hahn are also working with the task force. If 
our application is approved, the Task Force is 
transitioning to the Advocacy and Outreach 
Committee, a new committee that will be 
concerned with regional, national, and global 
mission activities. As such, it will oversee and 
implement the six annual offerings of the 
church: Peace and Global Witness, Hunger 
Offering in collaboration with Turkey Basket 
Project, Christmas Offering, Youth Offering, 

One Great Hour of 
Sharing, and Per Capita 
Offering. It will also 
examine what we do, 
what we no longer can 
do, and what we 
might do. The term 
on the new 
committee is three 
years with an opportunity 
to serve another three years.   
 
The Deacons have been designated by Session 
to continue local mission activities in the 
town of Amherst and nearby. A brunch and 
presentation by the task force has been 
scheduled for January 12, 2020,  after church, 
in Westminster Hall. All are encouraged to 
read Matthew Chapter 25 and to visit the 
website at 
www.presbyterianmission.org/ministerial/M
atthew-25.   
 
The Task Force has a mailbox in the church 
office. If you wish to join us and become a 
part of the permanent committee or have 
questions, please leave a message in the 
mailbox or contact one of us.  

 

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministerial/Matthew-25
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministerial/Matthew-25
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Stewardship:  
Pledges Make a Difference in 
Church Planning 
 

Oh No, I Forgot to Pledge! The holidays are 
coming at us with breakneck speed and there is 

so much to do. Recipes are being 
checked, family plans are almost 
finalized, and wish lists are 
surreptitiously being left 
where they can be found. But 
there is another task that 

shouldn’t be forgotten. 
 

Developing the 2020 church budget is 
underway, but an important piece of 
information is still uncertain. What will the 
church’s finances look like next year? Part of 
the answer depends on the pledges that will be 
received.   
 
As of November 18, 56 pledge cards have been 
received for a total of $156,941. Based on last 
year’s pledge drive, we are still hoping for 25 
more pledges, so there is still a ways to go. 
 
By submitting a pledge you are removing some 
of the guesswork involved in developing the 

budget. If you don’t feel comfortable making a 
pledge, remember it is an expression of hope. 
Life sometimes gets in the way and you may not 
be able to fulfill it, but that’s ok. If you haven’t 
pledged but you would like to, visit 
our website and print out the pledge card or 
pick up one at the Information table in the 
narthex, or ask in the church office. If you are 
not in a position to pledge at this time, please 
donate as circumstances allow. Every gift is 
important.  
 
And please remember, if you can’t give money, 
sharing your time and talent is just as important 
in helping the church fulfill its mission. The 
Stewardship Committee 

 
Ways to Give to North 
North can receive your gifts in various ways: 
 Cash 
 Check (The church’s mailing address is 
300 N. Forest Rd., Williamsville, NY 14221.) 
 Credit card (through North’s secure 
online giving page 
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/donations/ 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=890dadfaafeedfa41cc935385&id=120153c81c&e=1008e7a025
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/donations/
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 ACH (through the church’s website or 
through your bank) 
 Charitable IRA Distribution 
(Consult your financial advisor about this.) 
 Appreciated stock (Contact the church 
office for electronic transfer details.) 
 A planned gift through your will, 
insurance policy or retirement fund (Consult 
your attorney or financial/tax advisor for 
specific details concerning your estate plans.) 
If you need additional information, please 
contact Karen Thomas, North’s 
bookkeeper/accountant, at the church office or 
Mary Beth Karr, treasurer, 834-6560.  
Thank you for your support of North’s mission 
and ministries.  
 

Job Opening 

North is looking to hire an administrative 
assistant. Do you know of someone who 

might be a good fit for this role? (Possible 37.5 
full time or 30 hours part time flexible.) 

Please let us know if you are interested in either 
or both. This person will ensure the smooth, 
efficient, and pleasant operation of the church 

office; provide a positive, public relations image 
of the church to the public, the congregation, 

the staff; and tenants, and maintain 
confidentiality. Requirements: Microsoft Office 

and Publisher; Church Windows software; 
social media applications. Send resume to 

NPCposition@gmail.com. 

 
Honorary Life Membership 
Deacon Heather Randall (left, in photo, 
above) became the most recent recipient of 

the Presbyterian Women Honorary Life 
Membership, on Sunday, October 27. The 
award is given to men and women who have 
exemplified faithful service.  
 
In presenting the award, Chris Gunther 
(right, in photo) said, “…this person is the 
most real, honorable person I know. In fact, if 
you looked up ‘Presbyterian’ in the 
dictionary, [her] picture would be there.” 
 
Gunther said Randall has helped with the 
prayer chain, visited shut-ins, and “is the best 
deacon I know, and is always ready to help 
with baked treats.” Congratulations to 
Heather! 
 
Presbyterian Women began the tradition in 
1912 of awarding these lifetime memberships as 
a way of honoring church members for their 
commitment to Christ and the mission of the 
church, as well as the purposes of Presbyterian 
Women, which are: to nurture faith through 
prayer and Bible study, to support the mission 
of the church worldwide, to work for justice 
and peace, and to build an inclusive, caring 
community of women that strengthens the 
PC(USA) and witnesses to the promise of God’s 
Kingdom. (Photo by Elder Warren Marcus) 
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Christmas Pageant 

Out Standing in Their Field will be presented on 

Sunday, December 15, at 10:15 a.m. and 4:00 

p.m. by our Children’s & Youth Choir, 

directed by Alanna Carlins. Rehearsal is each 

Sunday morning 

beginning at 9:00 

a.m., in the north 

basement, and on 

Saturday, 

December 14, 

from 3-5 p.m. 

(dress rehearsal) 

in the sanctuary.  

 

Worship 
Services on  

Christmas Eve  
On Tuesday, December 24, we will have 
Christmas Eve services at 4:00 (jazz) and 10:00 
p.m. (communion). Come celebrate the birth 
of Christ with us.  
 
The church office is closed on Christmas Day 
and on Thursday, December 26. Please note that 
on Sunday, December 29, there is only one service, at 
10:15 a.m. 

 
Poinsettias Honor Loved Ones   
This time of year is a wonderful time to 
remember someone you love with a beautiful 
plant—and it helps North Church make the 
sanctuary beautiful for the holidays. If you 
would like to honor, celebrate, or 

memorialize a loved one, simply fill out a 
form at church. Plants are still only $10 each. 
You must place your order by Monday, 
December 15. (Poinsettias may be taken 
home after church on Sunday, Dec. 29.) 
There is only one service that day, at 10:15 
a.m. 

 
Our True North 
Ephesians 6:18 tells us “pray in the Spirit at all 
times in every prayer and supplication. To that 
end keep alert and always persevere in 
supplications for all the saints. Pray also for 
me…” So Paul instructed the Christians at 
Ephesus, and so we pray for one another.  
At North Church we find our true selves and 
become most like Christ when we persevere 
and hold each other up in love and prayer.  
 
Please pray for the families of the following who 
passed away recently: 

Ralph Doerzbacher Jr. (9/5/19) 
Janet Schulz (9/12/19) 
Andreas George (Sept. 2019) 
William J. Harbison (10/5/19) 
Gerry Marchand (10/15/19) 
Ed Sherwood (10/27/19) 
John Marsherall (11/2/19) 
Bill Ervin (11/5/19) 

 
Thanks for the Desk 
Thank you to Mike McIlroy, son of longtime 
members Anne McIlroy and the late Ken 
McIlroy, for the donation of a new, state-of-the 
art sit-stand desk to the church office. 
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New Chair Lift 
A big (musical) thank you to the Breth family 
and the NPC adult choir for their generosity 
in providing the funding for 
a new chair lift, which will 
help folks go from the first 
floor up to the second 
floor, where the choir 
rehearses. Tim Breth was a 
tenor in the choir for 
nearly 40 years. He can no 
longer attend but his 
presence is felt in many 
ways. He was able to 
come to church for the 
dedication in the fall, and 
is pictured trying out the new lift (seated). To 
his right is choir director Marlene Harrington. 

 
Financial Update 
September 30, 2019, marked the end of the 
third quarter of the North Presbyterian Church 
2019 fiscal year. Total actual income through 
September 30th was $247K, $19K less than the 
budgeted amount of $266K. The difference is 
primarily due to lower than planned non-pledge 
income, partially offset by higher than planned 
building use income. Of particular note, all of 
the available building space has been leased or 
rented. 
 
Total actual expense through September 30th 
was $259K, $7K less than the budgeted amount 
of $266K. The positive difference is primarily 
due to timing differences in recognizing some 
expense line items. In combining both total 

income and total expense, a $12K deficit exists. 
The $12K deficit is $3K greater than the $9K 
deficit at the end of the second quarter. 

Please note: the budget for the first 
nine months of the year was projected 
to be essentially a “breakeven,” 
meaning income equals expense. The 
budget for total year 2019 was also 
projected to result in a “breakeven.” 
 
A major building improvement item 
was completed in September. The 
longtime leaking roof over the office 
wing was replaced at a cost of $31.5K. 
This project was funded from reserves in 
October. The work was performed by 
the same company as last year's roof 

replacement over Westminster Hall.  
 
The complete North Presbyterian Church 
financial statements are available in a password 
protected section of the church website. Call 
the church office for the password. 

North Church Finance Committee: 
Neil Arnold, Duncan Hemink, Tim Hutton, Mary 
Beth Karr (Treasurer), Pat Townsend (Session 
Representative) 

 
Calendar Highlights 
December 1   

First Sunday of Advent 
December 7  

Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus Concert 
(7:30pm) 

December 8 
Caroling and Potluck Party 
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December 15  
Pageant (10:15 a.m. & 4:00 p.m.) 

December 24  
Christmas Eve services: 4 & 10 p.m. 

December 25 & 26  
Church office closed 

January 12, 2020  
Matthew 25 Brunch (11:30 a.m.) 

 
 

North Star Deadlines 
November 15 

FEBRUARY 15 
May 15 

August 15 

Newsletter (North Star) 
You can submit story ideas to 
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/wee
kly-bulletin-and-north-star/ as well as e-
mailing it to n.church@verizon.net. The 
newsletter is produced in March, June, 
September, and December. The 
newsletter is available online but we are 
happy to mail it to you if you wish. Please 
call the office if you want it mailed to you. 
 

Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/northchurch
williamsville?ref=hl 

Sunday Bulletin 
If you have an announcement, please e-
mail n.church@verizon.net by noon on 
Wednesday or submit it to 
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/wee
kly-bulletin-and-north-star/ 

Weekly E-mail Blasts 
This church-wide e-mail generally goes 
out on Thursday evening. If you are 
not receiving this communication but 
would like to, e-mail 
n.church@verizon.net to be added. 

Phone 
Your call is very important to us. We try 
to answer every call but if we missed 
yours, please leave a message at 
716.632.1330. We make every effort to 
return your call within 24 hours or less.  
              Extensions 

21 Church Office 
22 Pastor/Bill Hennessy 
26 Facilities/Mike Callaghan 

 24 Organist/Marlene Harrington 
29 Bookkeeper/Karen Thomas 
631-0979 Resource Center 

 

Contact Information 
300 North Forest Rd., Williamsville, NY 

14221, (716) 632-1330; fax (716) 632-1332 
Office Hours: M-Th: 8:30AM-3:00PM;  

F: 8:30AM-12:00PM; 
www.northchurchwilliamsville.org 

E-mail: n.church@verizon.net 

http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
mailto:n.church@verizon.net
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