
North Presbyterian Church 
Christ the King/Reign of Christ 

November 24, 2019—10:15 a.m. 
 

 



WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD 
Prelude    
 

Greeting, Welcome, and Opportunities for Discipleship   
 Welcome to our guests and visitors! We invite you, if you feel comfortable, to 

introduce yourself at this time. We are glad you are here. We hope you will fill 
out the welcome pad (in the pew holder) to help us get acquainted. We also 
invite you to join us for coffee hour following worship.  

Everyone—please silence your cell phones. 
 

Call to Worship 

We gather on this holy day, 
for we have seen Love crucified and raised. 
We gather around a font and a table, 
for we have known Joy through water and bread. 
We gather around an ancient story, 
for we have heard Truth in the words of Scriptures. 
We gather around the Holy Spirit, 
who enlivens our hearts for the worship of God! 
  

Invocation 
 

*Hymn 267  Come, Christians, Join to Sing 
 (During the singing of the hymn, please pass prayer requests to center aisle.) 
 

*Call to Confession        
 

*Prayer of Confession 
God of wonder and might, forgive us when we put our faith in earthly power 
instead of in your promises. You call us to work for your reign in this world, “on 
earth as it is in heaven.” Forgive us when we take those words as a platitude 
instead of a pledge. Forgive us, O Lord. Move us and challenge us to be 
servants of peace and justice. Amen. 

 
*Silent Confession    (A time for personal confession of sin) 
 
 
 



*Assurance of Forgiveness      
Hear the good news! 

 God loves us. God forgives us. 

 

*Response  

 
 

*Passing of the Peace        
Having received Christ’s peace, let us share it by turning to our neighbors and greeting them, saying “May 
the peace of Christ be with you!”  

 

Anthem  InerG 
 

Children’s Time 
(Children may go to Sunday school in the north basement.) 

 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Scripture Readings 
  Jeremiah 23:1-6   p.725 
  Luke 23:33-43  p.89 
   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

   Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon               “From Kingship to Kinship”                   Rev. William Hennessy 
 

 



*Affirmation of Faith 
Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 
in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and 
invisible. All things have been created through him and for him. He himself is 
before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the 
body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he 
might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God 
was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his 
cross. —from Colossians 1:15-20, NRSV 

 

*Hymn 157   I Danced in the Morning 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

WE RESPOND AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 

Offering  
 

*Doxology                                                                                                                         Hymn 607                                                                                                              
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise Christ, all people here below; 
praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
praise Triune God , whom we adore. Amen. 

 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 …as Christ teaches us to pray, saying: 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 



WE DISPERSE TO SERVE GOD IN THE WORLD 
 

*Hymn 643 Now Thank We All Our God 
 

*Charge 
 

*Benediction 
 

*Congregational Amen                Hymn 568  
 

*Postlude  
  
  



. 

CALENDAR
Sunday, November 24 

8:30am Prayer & Communion/Chapel 

9:00am Adult Ed./Lib.; Bible Study/RC 

 Hand out turkey baskets to 

agencies/WH 

Children’s Choir/N101 

9:30am  InerG rehearsal/Sanctuary 

10:15am Worship/Sanctuary 

 Sunday school/N109 

11:30am Nominations/Lib. 

7:00pm Mindfulness for Young 

Adults/Chapel 

Monday, November 25        

10:15am  Chair yoga/WH 

4-8pm  Dress-a-Girl/WH 

7:00pm  Mindfulness/Chapel 

Tuesday, November 26 

8:00am  Prepare FONP/Kit. 

9:00am  Staff mtg./Ofc. 

9:30am  Silver Sneakers Circuit/WH 

Wednesday, November 27 

10:15am Chair yoga/WH 

6:00pm Improv/N109 

Thursday, November 28        Thanksgiving 

Friday, November 29  church office closed 

11:00am Memorial service: Gerry 

Marchand/Sanctuary 

Saturday, November 30 

10:30am Memorial service: Dorothy 

Faunce/Sanctuary & WH 

Sunday, December 1   Communion 

8:30am Prayer & Communion/Chapel 

9:00am Adult Ed./Lib.; Bible Study/RC 

10:15am Worship/Sanctuary 

11:30am Nominations/Lib. 

7:00pm Mindfulness for Young 

Adults/Chapel 

Monday, December 2        

10:15am  Chair yoga/WH 

7:00pm  Session/WH 

Mindfulness/Chapel 

Tuesday, December 3 

9:00am  Staff mtg./Ofc. 

9:30am  Silver Sneakers Circuit/WH 

6-10pm  BGMC rehearsal/Sanctuary 

Wednesday, December 4 

10:15am Chair yoga/WH 

1:00pm Book Group/Lib. 

6:00pm Improv/N109 

7:00pm  RJTF/RC 

Thursday, December 5 

9:30am  Silver Sneakers Circuit/WH 

1-3pm  NPC Needlers/DR 

7:30pm  Adult choir/Choir room 

7:00pm  Mindfulness/Chapel 

To see a complete list, go to 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-

and-north-star/. We will post a comprehensive 

calendar in the hall outside the church office and 

in both church entrances. 

AGO—American Guild of Organists 

CSS—Congregation Shir Shalom 

EGA—Embroidery Guild 

GS—Girl Scouts 

DR—Dickinson Room  

FJC—Family Justice Center 

FONP—Friends of Night People 

Kit—Kitchen 

LE3—Before and After School Program 

Lib—Library 

Ofc—Church Office 

RC—Resource Center  

WH—Westminster Hal

 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/


SAVE THE DATE: CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

"Out Standing in Their Field” will be presented on Sunday, 

December 15, at 10:15 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. by our Children’s & 

Youth Choir. Rehearsal is each Sunday morning beginning at 9:00 

a.m., in the north basement, and on Saturday, December 14, from 3-5 p.m. 

(dress rehearsal) in the sanctuary. If you have any questions, please contact director Alanna 

Carlins. 

 

WINTER NORTH STAR 

Do you know who Elder Dirk Pouli is? Did you know we have a new chair lift? Do you know 

why Deacon Heather Randall was recognized on October 27? Read the winter 2019 issue of 

the church e-newsletter to be in-the-know. A link to the newsletter was e-mailed to the 

congregation last week, but you can also read it on the church website under the 

“Communications” tab. There are a few copies printed and available in the narthex, as well. 

 

POINSETTIAS HONOR LOVED ONES   

This time of year is a wonderful time to remember someone you love with a beautiful plant—

and it helps North Church make the sanctuary beautiful for the holidays. If you would like to 

honor, celebrate, or memorialize a loved one, simply fill out a form (see insert). Plants are still 

only $10 each. You must place your order by Sunday, December 15. (Poinsettias may be 

taken home after church on Sunday, Dec. 29.) There is only one service that day, at 10:15 a.m. 

 

OPEN POSITION AT NORTH: ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

North is looking to hire an administrative assistant. Do you know of someone who might be a 

good fit for this role? Possible 37.5 full time or 30 hours part time flexible. Please let us know 

if you are interested in either or both. This person will ensure the smooth, efficient, and 

pleasant operation of the church office; provide a positive, public relations image of the 

church to the public, the congregation, the staff; and tenants, and maintain confidentiality. 

Requirements: Microsoft Office and Publisher; Church Windows software; social media 

applications. Send resume to NPCposition@gmail.com. 

mailto:NPCposition@gmail.com


MEDICARE MADE EASY 

Come to an educational workshop on Monday, November 25, at 11:00 a.m. in Westminster 

Hall. A certified specialist from the Financial Guys Insurance Agency will offer an overview of 

benefits. This workshop will follow immediately on the heels of chair yoga, which begins at 

10:15 in Westminster Hall. 

 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE ON PLEDGES 

Thank you to everyone who has responded to the stewardship drive so far. The pledges 

continue to roll in. So far 56 pledges have been received for a total of $156,941. However, 

there are still 31 individuals who pledged last year who haven’t responded yet. The Finance 

Committee and the Session are continuing to work on the 2020 budget, so everyone who is 

planning to submit a pledge is encouraged to do so. It is incredibly helpful to have as much 

information as possible when making financial decisions for 2020. If you haven’t pledged and 

misplaced your pledge card, please visit the church’s website and print out the pledge card, 

pick one up at the Information table in the narthex, or ask in the church office. God bless!  

The Stewardship Committee 

DRESS-A-GIRL: NOVEMBER 25 

Seamstresses, doll makers, ironers, cutters, and runners: come sew with us! Meetings occur 

the fourth Monday of each month from 4:00-8:00 p.m. Stay for the whole time or for as long 

as you can. Please bring a salad ingredient for our build-a-salad supper. Dessert and 

beverages will be provided. (There is no meeting in December.) 

FRIENDS OF NIGHT PEOPLE: NOVEMBER 26 

If you are interested in volunteering at any time at FONP, could you please contact Barb Beall 

at BeaSchwa87@yahoo.com or text her at 479-5794. North Church is responsible for serving 

the dinners, sorting clothes or helping out on the 4th Tuesday of the month.  Arrival time is 

4:45 p.m. and we are out by 7 p.m. It's not really hard work and they are so appreciative. 

Thanks again to Duncan and Mary Beth who have consistently helped serve through the 

mailto:BeaSchwa87@yahoo.com


years. Thanks so much for your anticipated cooperation and have a wonderful and blessed 

Thanksgiving! 

Also, at 8:00 a.m. that day, volunteers prepare the meal in the kitchen at North Church. If you 

can help one time or regularly, please contact Ann Eisenlord at 716.632.7487 or 

anneisenlord@roadrunner.com. 

DONATIONS OF CLOTHING 

We appreciate the generosity you show through donations to the Friends of Night People. 

However we must limit the items we accept to ones that Friends can use now. Currently these 

are seasonal footwear and clothing for adults, clean and in good condition. Blankets and 

linens are accepted and helpful as are personal care items like soap, shampoo, deodorant, 

shavers, toothbrush and toothpaste, diapers, tampons, and lotion. We will let you know if this 

list expands. Thank you. 

ADULT EDUCATION: Sundays, 9:00 a.m., Library 

In this new study (DVD)—Jesus, Bombs, and Ice Cream: Creating a More Peaceful World—to 

begin Nov. 3, author and activist Shane Claiborne, alongside Ben Cohen, co-founder of Ben & 

Jerry’s Ice Cream, guides us on an audacious journey of creating a world filled with peace by 

ending violence wherever we can. The authors teamed up and rallied a diverse group of 

artists and storytellers for this multimedia presentation filled with biblical, visual art, original 

music, and stories of reconciliation and grace. The goal is to gain a greater discernment of 

ways we can make a difference in creating a more peaceful world with fewer bombs and 

more ice cream. Session 1: We Have a Dream; Session 2: Our Grief Is Not a Cry for War; 3. 

Peace Is the Cross We Carry; 4. Under One Blue Sky. 

Advent Adult Series: Through the Sundays in Advent, join in the discussion as the Adult Ed 

group watches and discusses Amy-Jill Levine's "Light of the World: A Beginners Guide to 

Advent." These sessions will explore the biblical texts surrounding the birth of Jesus.  

Dec. 1:  The Meaning of Memory, Luke 1:5-25, 57-64 leader Debbie Katz 

Dec. 8:  The Promise of Potential, Luke 1:26-56, leader Louise Cooper 

mailto:anneisenlord@roadrunner.com


Dec. 15: The Journey of Joy, Luke 2:1-40, leader Dirk Pauli 

Dec. 22:  The Gifts of the Gentiles, Matthew 1:18-2:15, leader Warren Marcus 

 

BIBLE STUDY: 9:00 a.m. in the resource center 

Bible study meets each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. in the resource center.  

 

MATTHEW 25 TASK FORCE 

This Task Force was formed during the summer at the request of the 

Session to assist North in becoming a Matthew 25 Church. A Matthew 25 

church calls all of us to actively engage in the world around us so our faith 

comes alive, and we wake up to new possibilities. The Task Force consists 

of Kerri Bigler, Sharon Dittmar, Ann Eisenlord, Warren Marcus, Pam Ostermeier, 

Clark Squires, and Pat Townsend. Kath Hahn and Sue Lee are also working with us. NPC 

already has many ongoing activities that fit within the Matthew 25 Church. The temporary 

task force is transitioning to a more permanent committee called Advocacy and Outreach. 

More information about the Matthew 25 Church initiative and what it means for North was 

presented to the Session on November 4 and will be presented to the congregation at a 

brunch after church on January 12, 2020. We hope to see you at brunch on January 12. There 

is a mailbox in the church office for any of your comments, suggestions, or questions. If you 

wish to join us, please leave a message in the mailbox or email us and we will contact you. 

The Task Force encourages you to read Matthew 25:35-46 and to check out the Presbyterian 

Mission website. 

 

BOOK GROUPS 

Everyone is invited to participate in a book group discussion. Below are the books and the 

meeting time/date. Groups meet in the church library. 

December 4 at 1:00 p.m.: This Is How It Always Is by Laurie Frankel 

February 19, 2020, at 10:00 a.m.: Alexander Hamilton by Ron Chernow 

 

                         



WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS TODAY 

Coordinator: Mitch Roemer   Counters: Linda Gowans, Brian Pettit 

Lock-up: Bill Townsend    Liturgist: Brian Pettit 

Ushers: Cynthia Machamer & Gregg Janecek Greeters: Cynthia Machamer & Gregg Janecek 

Linda Gowans, Dirk Pouli 

Coffee Hour: November—Property Committee; December—Membership Committee  

VISITORS 

You are important to us. Please fill out a visitor card (in the pew pad) and put it in 

the offering plate if you wish to be contacted. You may also approach an usher—

likely wearing a yellow ribbon today—to find out more about North Church.  

MINISTERS: THE CONGREGATION 

Pastor/Head of Staff: The Rev. William T. Hennessy  

Administrative Assistant/Webmaster:  

Facilities Caretaker: Mike Callaghan  

Director of Music, Organist: Marlene Harrington 

Bookkeeper: Karen Thomas 

Childcare Supervisor: Regina Koteras 

Coordinator of Sacred Arts: Olivia Ebsary  

Youth Director, Northtowns: Mack Barker 

Director of Music, Children & Youth: Alanna Carlins  

Musical Assistant: Kurt Ebsary

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Brought together by our shared faith in Jesus Christ, 

Called by God to live as faithful disciples, 

Blessed by our diverse gifts and experiences, 

We commit ourselves to: 

Worship together, 

Teach and learn from one another, 

Nurture each other with care and love, and 

Reach out in ministry and mission to the world. 

(Adopted by the Session June 5, 2006) 



ELDERS (SESSION) 

Clerk of Session: Sylvia Bigler 

Class of 2020 

Anselm George 

Warren Marcus 

Richard Mesmer 

Thomas Miller 

Rob Powell 

 

Class of 2021 

Joe Alber 

Mary Atwood 

Ralph Doerzbacher 

Debbie Hutton 

Marty Shafer 

 

Class of 2022 

Sharon Dittmar 

Dirk Pouli 

Clark Squires 

Pat Townsend 

 

LET’S CONNECT 

Website: https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/ 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsv

ille/ 

Phone: 716.632.1330 

Thursday e-blast and special announcements:  

Please make sure the church office has your email 

address if you wish to receive email 

DEACONS 

Moderator: Glenn Hopkins 

Class of 2020 

Jane Arnold 

Kerri Bigler 

Olivia Ebsary 

Heather Randall 

 

Class of 2021 

Chris Gunther 

Glenn Hopkins 

Garry Ostermeier 

Pam Ostermeier 

Karen Roesser 

 

Class of 2022 

Jeff Ebsary 

Linda Gowans 

Kath Hahn 

Lisa Marsherall 

Diane Sprague 
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