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“We are here to serve our whole community by 
providing a space where children and adults can 
find wholeness spiritually, physically, and 
intellectually…. And we’re always open to more 
groups or organizations looking for a home.”--
Pastor Bill 

 

Our Building: A Gift  

to the Community 
 

 

ately you may have seen a lot of people around North Church you don’t recognize. 
During the past two years the Session has made it a priority, through the leadership of 
Joe Alber, Ralph Doerzbacher, and Tim Hutton, to make our building more available 

to outside groups and organizations for lease and rental. Currently, our downstairs south wing 
and two rooms in the north wing are being leased by LE3, a before- and after-school program 
that provides a caring, safe environment for homework help and recreation for elementary 
school-age children. This has given our community a much-needed resource and has become 
an important source of revenue to support our ministry here at the church. 

 
In addition to LE3, we are also 
home to three Mindfulness 
meditation groups on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Sunday evenings. 
These groups are open to the 
public and draw a number of folks 
from the community who might 
not otherwise cross our threshold, 
to our chapel for meditation. 
That’s a good thing for us and for 
them.  

L 
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On Monday and 
Wednesday mornings 
a chair yoga class is 
held in Westminster 
Hall, led by Olivia 
Ebsary, and on 
Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings a 
Silver Sneaker Senior 
Circuit for fitness is 
offered, also in 
Westminster Hall, 
led by Jody Hares. 
 
On Tuesdays and 

Saturdays if you walk 
by the chapel you may hear the sounds of viola or piano as lessons are given by Leslie Bahler or 
Karen Schmid, respectively. And on Wednesday evenings, if you happen to stroll through the 
north wing basement, you may hear the laughter and antics of WNY Improv that meets each 
week to practice their craft. 
 

Add to all that the variety of meetings and classes, as well as the monthly meetings of the Girl 
Scouts, Embroiderers’ Guild, and a more recent addition, WNY Needleworkers’ group, and 
there is hardly a day or evening when there isn’t someone using our building.  
 

We are here to serve our whole community by providing a space where children and adults 
can find wholeness spiritually, physically, and intellectually. We are an indispensable presence 
in our neighborhood and community. And we’re always open to more groups or organizations 
looking for a home.  
 

Sometimes it can feel like we’re too fixated on the upkeep of our building, that our resources 
should be spent in other ways. But this building is our gift to the community. Providing a 
place that’s secure and inviting where folks can come to improve their lives or help bring 
wholeness to others is an essential ministry. We have reason to be proud of that contribution; 
it’s an honor to serve the community in this way. May God continue to use us to be a blessing 
for our community. 
 

Peace, 
Pastor Bill  
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“The Stewardship Committee…is planning a ‘Welcome Home’  
celebration for Sunday, September 8…join your friends for the start of  
our fall 2019 worship calendar. Oh, and expect to have some fun.” 

 

Stewardship: 
Looking Ahead  
to the Fall 
 

ow can summer be almost over? 
It seems like it just stopped 
raining and now we must put the 

swimming trunks away and think about 
breaking out sweaters.   
 
To help everyone ease into the transition, the 
Stewardship Committee, in cooperation with 
the music program and the Worship 
Committee, is planning a Welcome Home 
Celebration for the September 8 worship service. 
(There is only one service that day, at 10:15 
a.m.) Be sure to circle the date on your 
calendar and join your friends for the start of 

our fall 2019 worship calendar. Oh, and expect 
to have some fun. 
 
The Stewardship Committee is working with 
many others in the church to plan an eventful 

year of speakers, programs, and other 
opportunities to come together. We hope you 
will join with us and others in your church 
family. And if you have any ideas or 
suggestions, or would like to join our team of 
volunteers, please share it with one of the 
members listed below.  
 

Together we are North: Grounded 
in Faith, Growing to Serve 
 
Stewardship Team: Joe Alber, Ralph Doerzbacher, 
Bob Henderson, Norma Henderson, Pastor Hennessy 

H 
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Summer Financial Update  
June 30, 2019, marked the end of the second 
quarter and the half-way point of the North 
Presbyterian Church 2019 fiscal year. Total 
actual income through June 30th was $170K, 
which was $7K less than the budgeted amount 

of $177K. The 
difference is 
primarily due to 
lower than 
projected non-
pledge 
income, 
partially 
offset by 
higher than 
projected 
building use 

income. 
 

Total actual expense through June 30th was 
$179K, $2K more than the budgeted amount of 
$177K. The difference is primarily due to 
higher than planned property and overhead 
expense, partially offset by lower than planned 
expense in other areas.  
 
In combining both total income and total 
expense, a $9K deficit exists. Please note, the 
budget for the first six months of the year was 
projected to be essentially “break even,” 
meaning income equals expense. Full 
spreadsheet reports are available on the church 
website for those who enjoy getting into the 
weeds of church finance. (See article below 
about password protected documents.) 

Also please note, the budget for total year 2019 
was also projected to result in a break even. 
July and August are usually low months for 
income; therefore, it would be especially 
appreciated if you could bring your giving 
current in the next month or two, rather than 
waiting until the end of the year, so that further 
reductions in program need not be 
contemplated. 
 
We celebrate the increasing use of our building 
and grounds for outreach to the community. 
(Be sure to read Pastor Bill’s column on page 
1.) We rejoice in your giving that makes 
possible the many ministries of North Church. 
 
North Presbyterian Church Finance Committee 
Duncan Hemink, convenor; Pat Townsend, 
Session representative; Neil Arnold; Tim 
Hutton; and Mary Beth Karr, Church Treasurer 

 
Password Protected Documents 
If you are a member or close friend of North 
Church and wish to have access to documents 
that the general public would not, such as 
treasurer’s report and balance sheet, you may 
contact the church office and ask for the 
password to this page on our church website-- 
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/who-we-

are/documents/. Call 716.632.1330. 

 
 
 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/who-we-are/documents/
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/who-we-are/documents/
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Welcome to the Circus: a 
Murder Mystery Dinner  
Join us for a classic “whodunit” 
murder mystery dinner and improv 
performance by WNY Improv on 
Saturday, September 14, from 6-8 
p.m. Was it the pastor in the 
library? Was it a session member in the chapel? 
For just $20 a person, enjoy dinner 
theater/comedy plus a scrumptious spaghetti 
meal. You’ll have a great evening and support 
North Church at the same time! 
 

But hurry and make your reservation. We only 
have 15 spots left! Seating is 
limited. Paid reservations must 
be made no later than Saturday, 
September 7, to secure your 
reservation. (No refunds after 
Labor Day.) 
 

Call or email 
n.church@verizon.net or 
716.632.1330. You will be 
instructed to send your check, 
made out to North 
Presbyterian Church (with 
dinner theater on the memo line) to 300 N. 
Forest Rd., Williamsville, NY 14221. 
 

Breakfast Series Features UB 
Professor Shibley 
Join us for our breakfast series on Saturday, 
September 21, from 9-11 a.m., to hear from 
Syrian-born Dr. Othman Shibley, clinical 
professor in the UB Department of 
Periodontics and Endodontics and assistant 

dean for diversity and 
inclusion. He will share 
his experiences building 
a dental clinic–in six 
days–in Iraqi 
Kurdistan and 
delivering dental 

services to hundreds of war-displaced 
refugees along the Lebanese-Syrian border. 
 
This event is co-sponsored by Amherst and 
Clarence Presbyterian churches. A light 
breakfast will be available for a $5 donation. 
Please RSVP to North Church at 
716.632.1330 or email 
n.church@verizon.net. 

 

Becoming a Matthew 25 
Congregation 
This fall we will be exploring what it 
means to be a “Matthew 25 Church.” This 
new initiative from the PC(USA) was 
announced in April. Our Session began 
discussing it in June as a broadened means 
of supporting outreach. Read more at 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministr
ies/matthew-25/. The initiative has three main 
elements: 

 Building congregational vitality by 
challenging members to deepen and 
energize their faith and grow as joyful 
leaders and disciples, actively engaged 
with our community and world as we 
share the gospel of Jesus Christ in word 
and deed. 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=wb6mSzsv8uk
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/
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 Dismantling structural racism by 
fearlessly applying our faith to advocate 
and break down the systems, practices 
and thinking that underlie 
discrimination, bias, prejudice, and 
oppression of people of color. 

 Eradicating systemic poverty by acting 
on our beliefs and working to change 
laws, policies, plans and structures in 
our society that perpetuate economic 
exploitation of people who are poor. 

A Matthew 25 Task Force of Session was 
formed this summer consisting of newly serving 
elders Sharon Dittmar, Clark Squires, and Pat 
Townsend. They have begun to seek additional 
help from the Deacons, members of the former 
Mission committee, and the congregation at 
large to structure our congregation to help 
everyone discover their gifts for engagement 
in the community and to address the root causes 
of poverty. If you have suggestions or 
questions, contact any of the three 
(email addresses below) or leave a note 
in the Matthew 25 mailbox in the church 
office. 

Sharon: nurditt@aol.com  
Clark: clarksquires@gmail.com 
Pat: pat_twnsnd@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

“I was hungry and you gave me food, I 
was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me, I was naked 
and you gave me clothing, I was sick 
and you took care of me, I was in 
prison and you visited me.”  
                                 Matthew 25 

 
Peace and Global Witness 
Special Offering 
Our denomination is becoming a Matthew 25 
Church, actively engaging the world and 
making a difference in the name of Jesus Christ. 
One way our congregation can do this is 
through the Peace & Global Witness Offering, 
which we will collect on Sunday, October 6. 
Participating in this special offering encourages 
us to embrace the reconciling peace of Christ 
and to bear witness to that peace to those 
around the corner and around the world. 
Watch your mailbox and subsequent church 
communications for how you may give. 

  
“Escalate Peace”: 
International Peacemaker 
Visit to North in October 

Join us on Tuesday, October 1, from 6-8 
p.m. to hear international peacemaker Thang 
Van Lian from Myanmar, who is traveling in 
WNY as part of the PC(USA)’s International 
Peacemaker Visit. The International 
Peacemaker’s work supports a Matthew 25 
Church in hunger ministries and welcome. 

mailto:nurditt@aol.com
mailto:clarksquires@gmail.com
mailto:pat_twnsnd@yahoo.com
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Myanmar has been known as a country 
embedded in centuries of ethnic conflicts and 
chaos. Rev. Van Lian will talk about the 
Rohingya crisis, the current civil war on 
ethnic minority groups, the silence of the 
Myanmar churches, and what a faithful 
response of Christians and the Christian 
church might look like. Also, he will share the 
current peace, justice, and development work 
of the Presbyterian Church of Myanmar. His 
presentation is titled Escalate Peace. 
 
Thang Van Lian has been pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church of Myanmar for almost 
20 years and is a doctoral student at Columbia 
Theological Seminary. He grew up in a poor 
and rural village, experiencing significant 
challenges, racial and religious discrimination, 
and life-threatening situations. RSVP at 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/internationa
l-peacemaker-visit-featuring-rev-thang-van-
lian-tickets-69423875681. A light soup and 
salad meal will be served. Donations of $5 
each are much appreciated. Child care will be 
provided. 

 
Per Capita Campaign 

Every year we ask our members to contribute 
to the Per Capita Campaign. Per Capita is the 
money our congregation pays to the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), Synod of the 
Northeast and Presbytery of Western New 
York and helps pay for youth to attend 
Triennium. (Last month four youth from North 
participated). This money is part of the glue 
that holds Presbyterians together. It is the 

money that enables Presbyterians mutually and 
equitably to share the ecclesiastical and 
administrative costs of sustaining our witness to 
Christ—as a sign of the covenant that binds us 
together. The per capita amount per member 
this year is $34.10. Thank you for your 
prayerful consideration of this request and 
God's blessings to you and your family. 

 
Request from Human 
Resources Committee 
The Human Resources Committee of North 
Church is asking everyone 
to share your thoughts and 
feelings with the 
committee about 
performance of church 
staff this year. Are 
there things you have 
especially 
appreciated? Things 
you wish would 
change? What would you like 
them to do more? Or stop doing? Please 
take a moment and share your opinion—which 
will be kept confidential—with Marty Shafer, 
Warren Marcus, or Brian Pettit by the end of 
September. Thank you! 

 
North Church on Social Media 
Photos and news from our Lights for Liberty 
candlelight vigil in July to protest refugee 
conditions at U.S. borders. News and events of 
other churches and organizations whose values 
we support, like Congregation Shir Shalom and 
Journey’s End. Pictures of people and programs 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/international-peacemaker-visit-featuring-rev-thang-van-lian-tickets-69423875681
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/international-peacemaker-visit-featuring-rev-thang-van-lian-tickets-69423875681
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/international-peacemaker-visit-featuring-rev-thang-van-lian-tickets-69423875681


9 

 

 

 

 

 

at North. Celebration of our friends like the Al 
maqdassiys, who recently became U.S. citizens.  
 
These and more are what you are missing if you 
are not following the church on Facebook and 
checking us out on the website often. We invite 
you to join us on social media so you can stay 
connected with all the exciting things that are 
happening here and in the community 

 
Labor Day 
The office is closed on Monday, September 2, 
to celebrate Labor Day. 

 
Special Worship Service, Fall 
Programming  
Everyone is invited to jump back into fall 
programming on “Welcome Back” Sunday, 
September 8. Adult Ed. and Bible study begin 
concurrently at 9:15 a.m. 
(in the library and 
resource center, 
respectively); children’s 
choir rehearsal kicks off at 
9:30 a.m.; and Sunday 
school and worship begin 
at 10:15 a.m. (There is no 
service at 8:30 a.m.) 
Everyone is invited to join 
us for a special “Welcome Back” reception in 
the fellowship hall following worship. 

 
Please note that on September 15 we will 
resume two worship services. The first, a 
morning prayer service, will be held from 8:30-

9:00 a.m. in the chapel. Traditional worship 
service is at 10:15 a.m. in the sanctuary. 

 
New Season for Music 
Adult Choir will gather at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, Sept. 5, in the Dickinson Room for a 
“welcome back” time. Rehearsal will follow at 
approximately 7:30 in the choir room. New 
singers are welcome to join us. 
 
Celebration Ringers will resume their 
season on Thursday, Sept. 12, at 6:30 p.m. in 
N105 (north basement). 

 
“InerG” is the intergenerational choir that 
provides special music once a month during 
worship, led by music assistant Kurt Ebsary. 
First rehearsal of the fall is September 29. We 
are musicians (vocal and instrumental of all skill 
levels) ranging in age from 8th grade through 

adult who want to experience the 
joy of creation and praise 
through music. The 
ensemble practices at 9:30 

on the morning of the 
performance, which is during 

the 10:15 a.m. worship 
service. Everyone is welcome!  

 
Children’s & Youth Choir Set 
to Begin Rehearsals  
Another exciting year of Children’s and 
Youth Choir is about to begin on September 
8! Any children in grades 1-8 are welcome to 
join us Sunday mornings from 9:30-10:10 for 
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music, instruments, games, fellowship, and 
fun! Children’s choir will meet nearly every 
Sunday and contribute beautiful music during 
worship on set times throughout the year. 
 
We love to see familiar faces and new faces; 
please consider joining even if you haven’t 
participated before or if you are not (yet) a 
regular church attender. All are welcome. 
Since the choir really enjoyed playing chimes 
last year, we will be using the chimes more 
regularly throughout this year and we have 
some really fun songs to work on. 
 
The Christmas Pageant is scheduled for 
Sunday, December 15, with two 
performances: 10:15 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Any 
questions contact Alanna Carlins 
at alannaloren@yahoo.com. 

 
Sunday School Begins Sept. 8 
Last year, we established a great Sunday school 
program that followed the lectionary. We 
partnered with Mission, Christian Education, 
and other church groups for activities. We 
provided practice and 
learning of the Lord’s 
Prayer for the children to 
really know and be a part 
of worship. We also 
established classroom 
routines and 
expectations. We 
brought learning to the 
child’s academic and 
developmental learning 

level by separating into academic grade- range 
classes.  

It was a great year, and I truly look forward to 
seeing the children again this fall and learning 
with the children when I teach again in the 
spring. But we need to do this TOGETHER. 
The children NEED your participation so that 
they may have a great Sunday school 
experience. They also need to get to know 
more of you to be able to feel CONNECTED 
to our church community. 

The curriculum for this year is planned. We 
will continue to read and briefly discuss the 
Sunday worship scripture lessons each week. 
(Tip: Listen to the children’s message that 
Pastor Bill gives each week during worship. His 
interpretation helps me to know that I’m on the 
right track with my interpretation of the 
scripture. Listening to Pastor Bill’s message 
helps me to think about other applications of 
the scripture in my life and in the children’s 
lives).  

We are in NEED of two Sunday school teachers 
for the following 

dates, one teacher 
for the 3rd-
6th graders, and 
one teacher for 
the 7th-
8th graders.  Sara 
Koteras will 
continue to be 
our 4 year old-
2nd grade 

mailto:alannaloren@yahoo.com
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teacher. The schedule is the following: 
September: 9/15/19, 9/22/19, 9/29/19 
October: 10/6/19, 10/20/19, 10/27/19 
November: 11/3/19, 11/17/19, 11/24/19 
December: 12/8/19, 12/15/19 (pageant), 
12/22/19  

The routine of Sunday school is well established 
and will be reestablished by Debbie & Tim 
Hutton and Sara Koteras on “Welcome Back 
Sunday” on September 8.  Our theme this year 
“Commandment Countdown.” The children 
will be focusing on the 10 Commandments, 
counting down from 10 to 1. Activities have 
been selected for each week. These activities 
are always open to the creativity that teachers 
have, but some teachers find it comforting to 
have a set plan.  

Please consider partnering with a church friend 
or family member or spouse or former Sunday 
school teacher. We are brought together by our 
shared faith in Jesus Christ. We all have 
something to offer our children. You do NOT 
need to be a biblical scholar or expert to teach 
Sunday school.  

Please call Debbie Hutton at 688-4658 or 903-
1053 (voice or text), or 
email dsnyder97@yahoo.com at your earliest 
convenience to let me know which date you 
would like to teach.  Together we are North!  

Adult Learning Opportunities 

Adult education and Bible study begin Sunday, 
September 8, at 9:15 a.m. Everyone is 
welcome. 

Bible study in Resource Center  
We will continue our study based on the 
lectionary. Leaders are volunteers from among 
attendees. No books, study guides, or prior 
readings are suggested. 
 
Adult Education in church library  
The Adult Ed. class will focus on “Making 
Moral Decisions.” The class runs from Sept. 8 
through Oct. 20. This will include rules 
imposed by local, state, and federal laws, but 
also our cultural and religious considerations. 
The final two sessions will deal with capital 
punishment including historical, religious, 
and ethical viewpoints. There will be plenty 
of opinions; expect lively discussion. Please 
join us for an exciting learning experience. 

 
Book Groups 

Two book groups meet regularly on the third 
and fourth Wednesday of each month in the 
church library. All are welcome to attend, even 
if you haven't had a chance to read the book.  
September 18 at 10:00 a.m.: Outliers: The Story 
of Success by Malcolm Gladwell. 
September 25 at 1:00 p.m.: High Tide in Tucson 
by Barbara Kingsolver.  

 

News from the Nursery 
The nursery will be staffed for both the 8:30 
and 10:15 a.m. worship services to better 
meet the needs of our congregation. You are 
invited to participate in this ministry; the 
nursery is in need of volunteers to staff the 
nursery beginning in September. Please 

mailto:dsnyder97@yahoo.com
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contact Regina Koteras at 
gkoteras@gmail.com or stop in the nursery. 

 
Dress-a-Girl  
Seamstresses, doll makers, ironers, cutters, and 
runners: come sew with us! Meetings occur the 
fourth Monday of each month from 4:00-8:00 
p.m. Stay for the whole time or for as long as 
you can. Please bring a salad ingredient for our 
build-a-salad supper. Dessert and beverages will 
be provided.  
 

Friends of Night People 
We serve a meal at Friends of Night People at 
394 Hudson St., Buffalo, the fourth Tuesday of 
every month.  

 At 8:00 a.m. that day, volunteers 
prepare the meal in the kitchen at 
North Church. If you can help one 
time or regularly, please contact Ann 
Eisenlord at 716.632.7487 or 
anneisenlord@roadrunner.com.  

 That evening from about 4:30-7:00, 
volunteers help serve the meal. If you 
would like to help serve, contact Barb 
Beall at beaschwa87@yahoo.com or 
call 716.479.5794. 

 
Senior 
Wellness 
Classes  
Everyone is invited to 
participate in wellness 
classes at the church. 
Chair yoga meets 

nearly every Monday and Wednesday from 
10:15-11:00 a.m. in Westminster Hall.  

 
Silver Sneakers Circuit meets nearly every 
Tuesday and Thursday from 9:30-10:15 a.m. in 
Westminster Hall. The class is 45 minutes of 
standing low-impact choreography alternated 
with upper body strength work. This class is 
suitable for all levels of fitness, and the 
instructor will modify to fit your skill 

level.  Both classes are donation-based  and we 
accept Silver Sneakers. Come join us! 

 
Necrology 
Our thoughts and prayers are with all those 
who have lost loved ones this past spring and 
summer. 

Doris Sielski (Lucy Miller’s mom)—
March 20 
Skip Harrington—April 26 
Dorothy Faunce (Jeff Faunce’s mom)—
April 28 
Rod Bradley—May 30 
Ellie Bonenberger—June 20 
Ken McIlroy—June 21 
Elaine Hurst—July 15 
Bernice Bollier—July 17 
Clifton Morehart (Linda Schifferle’s 
dad)—August 8 

(If we have missed someone, please accept our apology 
and contact the church office so we can update our 
records.) 

 

mailto:gkoteras@gmail.com
mailto:anneisenlord@roadrunner.com
mailto:beaschwa87@yahoo.com
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Thank You from Catholic 
Charities of the Rio Grande 
Valley—Youth Offering 
The church received a thank you letter for its 
donation of $3,060 to the Catholic Charities of 
the Rio Grande Valley Humanitarian Respite 
Center in McAllen, Texas. “With your 
donation, as well as the kindness of others, we 
are able to continue assisting the many 
individuals who come through our 
doors….Please know that upon entering the 
respite center, all families are treated with 
dignity and respect. Our volunteers greet the 
families with a warm welcome. While resting, 
the families are registered and offered a warm 
meal, shower facilities, clean clothes, toiletries, 
snacks, and water for the remainder of their 
long journey.” 

 
Thanksgiving Baskets 
Each year we partner with local churches, 
schools and organizations to help feed families 
at Thanksgiving. We need your support as well. 
In middle to late October we will be asking you 
to sign up to bring food or supply a turkey 
basket. Thank you for your generosity in the 
past and thank you for your continuing support 
of this vital ministry. Watch for 
communications from the church about how 
you can help.  

 
Food Pantries Need Food 
The food pantries at University Presbyterian 
Church (UPC) and the Family Justice Center 

(next door to North) need our help restocking 
shelves. The pantry at UPC needs these items: 

 Canned soup 

 Canned pasta with meat, such 

as ravioli 

 Rice 

If you wish to pass along the calendars and 
greeting cards you’ve received in the mail, the 
food pantry accepts these. Please place all 
donations in the wooden bin near the south 
entrance at North. 
 
New volunteers are needed at the food pantry 
as well, to work from 11:30-4:00 on one 
Tuesday or Thursday a month. Call the church 
office to schedule a tour or orientation session. 
Thank you for your generosity! 
 
The pantry shelves at the Family Justice Center 
are asking for the following items: 

 Spaghetti sauce 

 Pasta 

 Macaroni and cheese 

 Rice 

 Cereal 

 Peanut butter 

 Jam or jelly 

If you are able to help, please bring the items to 
North Church and place them in the box 
labeled Family Justice Center. Our clients are 
so appreciative of your assistance. Thank you 
for your continued generosity.   
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Anti-Racism Events:  
Lecture and Workshop  
The Racial Justice Task Force, comprised of 
clergy and members from North and University 
Presbyterian churches, encourages you to 
attend two upcoming activities. 
 
“Democracy and the Legacy of Racism” 
will feature a conversation between Ibram X. 
Kendi and Chenjerai Kumanyika on Thursday, 
September 19, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Asbury 
Hall, 341 Delaware, Buffalo. It is free but 
registration is required at 
http://www.ubevents.org/regengine/event_p
age.php. This event is part of Humanities New 
York 2019 Buffalo Humanities Festival. 
 
How has the development of American 
democracy accepted and even relied on the 
reality of American racism? Is it possible for 
American democracy to move beyond what 
feels like an insurmountable racial division and 
acrimony?  
 
Kendi is one of America’s foremost historians 
and leading antiracist voices. He is a New York 
Times bestselling author and the founding 
director of The Antiracist Research & Policy 
Center at American University in Washington 
D.C., where he is Professor of History and 
International Relations. He is the author of 
Stamped from the Beginning: The Definitive History 
of Racist Ideas in America, which won the 
National Book Award for Nonfiction, and of the 
recently published How to Be an Antiracist. 
 

Kumanyika is a researcher, journalist, and artist 
who works as an assistant professor in Rutgers 
University’s Department of Journalism and 
Media Studies. His research and teaching focus 
on the intersections of social justice and 
emerging media in the cultural and creative 
industries. Kumanyika is Co-Executive 
Producer and Co-Host of Gimlet Media’s 
Uncivil, an award-winning podcast about the 
Civil War. 
 
The Christian Growth Center, located at North 
Church, is offering a Crossroads Anti-
Racism Workshop on Saturday, September 
28, from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Registration is at 8:30. 
Lunch is offered at noon. Cost is $15, and 
deadline to register is September 20. Please call 
716.631.0979. 
 
Racism is more than individual prejudice. This 
workshop will reveal to us racism within our 
culture and economy. Come, join the 
conversation and learn how we can be a force 
for positive change. 
 

Reel Refugees Film Festival 
Join the second annual WNY Refugee Film 
Festival, sponsored by Journey’s End Refugee 
Services, for an unforgettable cinematic 
experience. Read more at 
https://www.wnyrff.org/. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ubevents.org/regengine/event_page.php
http://www.ubevents.org/regengine/event_page.php
https://www.wnyrff.org/
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Coffee Hour Assignments 
We have had some communication issues 
with the coffee hour schedule recently. 
To avoid further confusion, please refer to 
this schedule. The current and next month’s 
Coffee Hour Host Committee will appear in 
the bulletin along with the names of other 
Sunday worship volunteers. 
 
It is NOT necessary to provide baked goods 
or other snacks, but you can if you wish. 
Something as simple as donut holes will be 
well received. You may want to check the 
freezer for goodies to see if anything is 
available. 

Coffee Hour Schedule 
September Choirs: Adult, Bells, InerG  
October Human Resources Committee 
November Property Committee 
December Membership  
January Worship Committee 
February  
March  Finance Committee 
April  Deacons 
May  Session 
June  Adult Education Committee 

July and August will rely on volunteers. 
 
 

Save the Date: Buffalo Gay 
Men’s Chorus Holiday Concert 
Save the date for Saturday, December 7, at 
7:30 p.m., for the holiday concert of the 
Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus.  
 
 
 

North Star Deadlines 
NOVEMBER 15 

February 15 
May 15 

August 15 

 
 

Save the Dates 
SEPTEMBER 
2 Church office closed—Labor Day 
8 Special “Welcome Home” Sunday at 

10:15 a.m. 
9 Session 
14 Murder Mystery Dinner fundraiser 
15 Two services begin: 8:30 and 10:15 

a.m. 
21 Breakfast Series at NPC: UB Prof. 

Shibley 
23 Dress-a-Girl 
24 Friends of Night People (FONP) 
28 Crossroads Anti-Racism Workshop 
OCTOBER 
7 Session 
14 Indigenous Peoples Day—church 

office closed 
22 FONP 
27 Stewardship Dedication Sunday  
28 Dress-a-Girl 
NOVEMBER 
4 Session 
5 Election Day (NPC is a polling place) 
11 Veterans Day—church office open 
15 North Star deadline 
24 Turkey baskets distributed 
25 Dress-a-Girl 
26 FONP 
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28  Thanksgiving (church office closed) 

 
For more calendar items visit 
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-
bulletin-and-north-star/ 
 

Communion Sundays 
September 8 
October 6 
November 3  
December 1 

(These dates are subject to change without notice.) 

 

Sunday Bulletin 
If you have an announcement, please e-
mail n.church@verizon.net by noon on 
Wednesday or submit it to 
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/wee
kly-bulletin-and-north-star/ 

Weekly E-mail Blasts 
This church-wide e-mail generally goes 
out on Thursday evening. If you are 
not receiving this communication but 
would like to, e-mail 
n.church@verizon.net to be added. 

Newsletter (North Star) 
You can submit story ideas to 
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/wee
kly-bulletin-and-north-star/ as well as e-
mailing it to n.church@verizon.net. The 
newsletter is produced in March, June, 
September, and December. The 
newsletter is available online but we are 
happy to mail it to you if you wish. Please 
call the office to make arrangements. THE 

NEXT DEADLINE IS NOVEMBER 15, 
2018. 

Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/northchurch
williamsville?ref=hl 

Twitter 
 https://twitter.com/ 
Phone 

Your call is very important to us. We try 
to take every call but if we missed yours, 
please leave a message at 716.632.1330. 
We make every effort to return your call 
within 24 hours or less.  
 Phone Extensions: 

21 Office & Webmaster/Cynthia 
Machamer 

22 Pastor/Bill Hennessy 
26 Facilities/Mike Callaghan 

 24 Organist/Marlene Harrington 
29 Bookkeeper/Karen Thomas 
631-0979 Resource Center 
       

The staff members listed below do not keep regular office 
hours and cannot be reached at the church with their 
own extensions; however, you may leave a message for 
them with the office administrator: Alanna Carlins, 
children’s choir director; Olivia Ebsary, sacred arts; 
Kurt Ebsary, music assistant; Regina Koteras, 
childcare; and Mack Barker, shared youth director. 

 

Contact Information 
300 North Forest Rd., Williamsville, NY 14221, (716) 632-

1330; fax (716) 632-1332 
Office Hours: M-Th: 8:30AM-3:00PM;  

F: 8:30AM-12:00PM; www.northchurchwilliamsville.org 
E-mail: n.church@verizon.net 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
mailto:n.church@verizon.net
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
mailto:n.church@verizon.net
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
mailto:n.church@verizon.net
https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville?ref=hl
https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/
file:///C:/Users/NPC/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Word/www.northchurchwilliamsville.org
mailto:n.church@verizon.net

