
 

 
 

North Presbyterian Church 
10th Sunday after Pentecost 
August 18, 2019 –9:30 a.m. 

  



WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD 
 

Prelude    Here I Am Lord 
 

Greeting, Welcome, and Opportunities for Discipleship   
 Welcome to our guests and visitors! We invite you, if you feel comfortable, to 

introduce yourself at this time. We hope you will fill out the welcome pad (in the 
pew holder) to help us get acquainted. We also invite you to join us for 
lemonade following worship. Everyone—please silence your cell phones. 

 

Call to Worship 
God is moving in the world, 
with flames of justice and waters of mercy. 
Christ is calling in the world, 
with whispers of love and cries of compassion. 
Let us worship the one who creates the world 
and lend our voices to the Spirit’s song. 

 

Invocation 
 

*Hymn 684  Faith Begins by Letting Go 
 (During the singing of the hymn, please pass prayer requests to center aisle.) 
 

*Call to Confession        
 

*Prayer of Confession  
O God, you are nearby and far off, in our every moment and in the highest 
heaven. Forgive us when we would rather not remember you in the everyday 
moments of our lives: when choosing you would mean putting our neighbors’ 
needs first; when following you would challenge our comfortable assumptions; 
when listening to you would change the life we have grown to love. Forgive us, 
God of mercy, and love us into your reign of true peace. Amen. 
         

 

*Silent Confession    (A time for personal confession of sin) 
 

*Assurance of Forgiveness      
Hear the good news! 

 God loves us. God forgives us. 

 
 



*Response                                                                                                                   Hymn # 587   

                                                                                                                       
    

*Passing of the Peace        
Having received Christ’s peace, let us share it by turning to our neighbors and greeting them, saying “May 
the peace of Christ be with you!”  

 

Special Music   Amazing Grace            arr. Benjamin Harlan 
   Alanna & Katherine Carlins; accompanied by Mary Atwood 
                                                                                             

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Preparing our hearts to hear God’s word                       Hymn 455 
 Listen to the word that God has spoken; 
 listen to the One Who is close at hand;  
 listen to the voice that began creation; 
         listen even if you don’t understand. 

 

Scripture Readings 
  Isaiah 5:1-7 
  Luke 12:49-56  
   Holy Wisdom, holy Word. 

   Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon                  “Naming the Ties that Divide Us”                    Pastor Bill Hennessy  
 

*Affirmation of Faith 
We believe that God is present in the darkness before dawn; in the waiting and 
uncertainty where fear and courage join hands, conflict and caring link arms, and 

 



the sun rises over barbed wire. We believe in a “with-us” God who sits down in 
our midst to share our humanity. We affirm a faith that takes us beyond the safe 
place: into action, into vulnerability, and into the streets. We commit ourselves 
to work for change and put ourselves on the line; to bear responsibility, take 
risks, live powerfully and face humiliation; to stand with those on the edge; to 
choose life and be used by the Spirit for God’s new community of hope. Amen.       
(© The Iona Community from The Iona Abbey Worship Book, published by Wild Goose Publications, 
Iona Community, Fourth Floor, Savoy House, 140 Sauchiehall St., Glasgow G2 3DH, UK) 

 

*Hymn 753   Make Me a Channel of Your Peace 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

WE RESPOND AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 

Offering  Offertory:  How Great Thou Art 
 

*Doxology                                                                                                             Hymn 300  (vs. 4) 

All praise to the Father, 
From whom all things come, 
And all praise to Christ Jesus, God’s only Son, 
And all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one: 
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, 
By our love; yes they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving   
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 …as Christ teaches us to pray, saying: 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

 

 
 



WE DISPERSE TO SERVE GOD IN THE WORLD 
 

*Hymn 726 Will You Come and Follow Me 
 

*Charge 
 

*Benediction                                                                                                   
 

*Congregational Amen                Hymn 568 
 

*Postlude    
 

                                                           *Those who are able, please stand. 
 

 



Together We Are North 
Grounded in Faith,  
Growing to Serve 

 

 

 

PRAYERS FOR ONE ANOTHER 

Ephesians 6:18: “Pray in the Spirit at all 

times in every prayer and supplication. To 

that end keep alert and always persevere 

in supplications for all the saints. Pray also 

for me...” So Paul instructed the Christians 

at Ephesus, and so we pray for one another:  

 

Cathy Ayler (from Tim and Wendy Ayler), Gloria 

Ballatista (from Bill & Marge Clark), Don Boyer, 

Elena Delgado, Pamela Dzialak (from Marjorie 

Grisante), family of Rod Bradley, family of Skip 

Harrington, family of Betty James, family of Ken 

McIlroy, family of Doris Sielski (from Tom &  

Lucy Miller), Mike Just (Jeff & Livy Ebsary), Tina 

Harrison (from Pam Ostermeier), Thad Hennessy 

(from Bill Hennessy), Nick Hopkins, Patricia Kolle 

(from Sheridan Skura), Lou (from Jeff Faunce and 

Lisa Marsherall), Gerry Marchand, Bob Monin, 

Neil McPartlan (from Ginny Bradley), Lisa Kellner 

Roberts (from Sue D’Angelo), Everett Rutherford 

(from Wendy & Tim Ayler), Janet Schulz, Naomi 

Slusser (from Sue Magnano), David Tuttle (from 

Janet Luke), Alissa Vogelsang (by Laurie Kullman), 

Adam Wheeler (from Ann Eisenlord), 

 

 

HIPAA regulations prohibit the sharing of 

confirmation about your hospitalization and 

medical care with your church family. Please let us 

know when you or your family is hospitalized or ill 

so that Pastor Hennessy can provide spiritual care 

for you.  

 

First Aid Kits & AED Locations 

First aid kits & AED are located in a red backpack 

in the same cupboard in the north basement 

entrance. 

Listening Devices 

Hearing assist devices may be picked up from the 

table in the narthex. Or speak to an usher for 

assistance. 

Reading the Bible Daily 

A copy of the full year listing of daily Bible 

readings may be found at 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/wp-

content/uploads/2019-RCL-Full-Year.pdf or there 

are a couple copies in the church office. 

 

 

Coffee Hour Volunteers 
Please see the back of the bulletin under “Worship Volunteers Today” to see 

this and next month’s schedule. Currently, committees are responsible for a 

particular month. If you are interested in hosting a coffee hour, please call 

the church office. 

 

 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/wp-content/uploads/2019-RCL-Full-Year.pdf
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/wp-content/uploads/2019-RCL-Full-Year.pdf


CALENDAR 
 

 

Sunday, August 18 

9:30am  Worship/Sanctuary 

6-8pm Mindfulness for Young 

Adults/Chapel 

Monday, August 19 

10:15am Chair yoga/WH 

7:00pm Mindfulness/Chapel 

Tuesday, August 20 

9:30am Silver Sneakers Circuit/W 

Wednesday, August 21 

10:00am Book Group/Lib. 

10:15am Chair yoga/WH 

11:15am Stewardship/RC 

6:00pm Improv/N109 

7:00pm Mindfulness/Chapel 

Thursday, August 22 

9:30am Silver Sneakers Circuit/W 

Sunday, August 25    Rev. Drew Ludwig 

9:30am Worship/Sanctuary 

6-8pm Mindfulness for Young 

Adults/Chapel 

Monday, August 26 

10:15am Chair yoga/WH 

12:30pm Staff retreat/off site 

7:00pm Mindfulness/Chapel 

 

 

Tuesday, August 27 

8:00am  Prepare FONP/Kit. 

4:30pm  Deacons serve FONP 

Wednesday, August 28 

10:15am Chair yoga/WH 

12:30-3:30pm WNY Needlers/WH 

1:00pm  Book Group/Lib. 

6:00pm Improv/N109 

7:00pm Mindfulness/Chapel 

Thursday, August 29 

9:30am Silver Sneakers Circuit/W 

Saturday, August 31 

4:30pm  Shafer wedding/Sanctuary 

 

This calendar does not include all facility use. 

To see a complete list, go to 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-

bulletin-and-north-star/. If you see an error or 

want to add an event, please e-mail 

n.church@verizon.net. Also, we will post a 

comprehensive calendar in the hall outside 

the church office and a week-by-week 

calendar in both church entrances. 

AGO—American Guild of Organists 

CSS—Congregation Shir Shalom 

EGA—Embroidery Guild 

GS—Girl Scouts 

DR—Dickinson Room  

FJC—Family Justice Center 

FONP—Friends of Night People 

Kit—Kitchen 

LE3—Before and After School Program 

Lib—Library 

Ofc—Church Office 

RC—Resource Center  

WH—Westminster Hall

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
mailto:n.church@verizon.net


Announcements 
 

 

 

 

PASTOR AWAY 

Pastor Bill will be out of town all next week, returning on Monday, August 26. We welcome 

the Rev. Drew Ludwig to the pulpit on Sunday, August 25, in Pastor Bill’s absence. 

 

STAFF RETREAT NEXT WEEK 

The church staff will be off site on Monday, August 26, for a “retreat.” The church office will 

close at noon and reopen on Tuesday, August 27. 

 

INVITATION TO SHAFER WEDDING 

The church family is invited to join the Shafer family in celebrating the marriage of Jessica 

Shafer to Kevin Jaffe on Saturday, August 31, at 4:30 p.m. at North. 

 

MURDER MYSTERY DINNER—RESERVE YOUR PLACE AT THE TABLE 

Join us for a classic “whodunit” murder mystery dinner and improvisation performance by 

WNY Improv on Saturday, September 14, from 6-8 p.m. For just $20 a person, enjoy dinner 

theater/comedy plus a scrumptious spaghetti meal. You’ll have a great evening and support 

North Church at the same time! But hurry and make your reservation. Seating is limited and 

will go fast. Paid reservations must be made no later than Saturday, September 7. (No refunds 

after Labor Day.) To reserve your place at the table, call or email n.church@verizon.net or 

716.632.1330. Once you place your reservation, you will be instructed to send your check, 

made out to North Presbyterian Church (with dinner theater on the memo line) to 300 N. 

Forest Rd., Williamsville, NY 14221. 

 

 



BREAKFAST SERIES AT NORTH 

Join us for our breakfast series on Saturday, September 21, from 9-11 a.m., to hear from 

Syrian-born Dr. Othman Shibley, clinical professor in the UB Department of Periodontics and 

Endodontics and assistant dean for diversity and inclusion. He will share his experiences 

building a dental clinic–in six days–in Iraqi Kurdistan and delivering dental services to 

hundreds of war-displaced refugees along the Lebanese-Syrian border. This event is co-

sponsored by Amherst and Clarence Presbyterian churches. A light breakfast will be available 

for a $5 donation. Please RSVP to North Church at 716.632.1330 or email 

n.church@verizon.net. 

 

PER CAPITA CAMPAIGN 

Every year we ask our members to contribute to the Per Capita Campaign. Per Capita is the 

money our congregation pays to the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), Synod of the Northeast and 

Presbytery of Western New York and helps pay for youth to attend Triennium. (Last month 

four youth from North participated). This money is part of the glue that holds Presbyterians 

together. It is the money that enables Presbyterians mutually and equitably to share the 

ecclesiastical and administrative costs of sustaining our witness to Christ—as a sign of the 

covenant that binds us together. The per capita amount per member this year is $34.10. You 

may put your check in the offering plate. Be sure to write “Per Capita” on the memo line and 

make your check out to North Presbyterian Church. Thank you for your prayerful 

consideration of this request and God's blessings to you and your family. 

 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES NEEDED—GIVE NOW THROUGH SUNDAY, AUGUST 25 

Thank you to everyone who has given so far. If you haven’t yet but you want to, we need 

more composition books and folders. We don’t need crayons—but if you have already 

purchased them bring them in and we will make sure they are used. Also, financial gifts are 

also welcome. The donated items will be used to fill the school supply lists of several children 

connected to NPC and Windermere Elementary School. Read more at 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/mission-and-outreach-activities/how-you-can-help/ and 

pick up a shopping list in the narthex. If you wish to write a check, please make the check out 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/mission-and-outreach-activities/how-you-can-help/


to North Presbyterian Church and mark “School Supplies” in the memo line; cash donations 

should be in an envelope marked “School Supplies” with the donor’s name. Boxes will be 

available in the narthex for donations 

 

WHY FILL BABY BOTTLES WITH MONEY THIS SUMMER? 

Perhaps you’ve seen pastel-colored baby bottles around the church but didn’t know what 

they were for. And what is the purpose of filling them with money—loose change, dollars or 

checks? When you do this, you are supporting Harvest House, an important ministry in 

Buffalo that allows them to purchase socks, underwear, coats, boots, Pack n’ Plays, and other 

items for the more than 5,800 children in need who are helped each year. Who wouldn’t want 

to be a part of that?! Pick up your baby bottle—or two or three—today, and begin making a 

difference. We will collect the filled bottles on Sunday, September 1. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL IN THE FALL: WE NEED YOU 

For fall 2019, the Children's Christian Education Team have themes for the year (The Ten 

Commandments), Bible verses for each class, and suggested activities. ALL WE NEED IS 

YOU!  Our students need to know more of the folks that make North Church such a 

compassionate, giving, creative, kind and fun community. Please think about how YOU can 

help out with our program for one Sunday or a few Sundays!  Planning is 10-15 minutes or 

less per week and spending 30-45 minutes of fun on Sunday mornings. Contact Debbie 

Hutton at 903-1053 or 688-4658, or dsnyder97@yahoo.com to express your interest or to 

receive more information. Read more on our website at 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/youth/sunday-school/ 

 

BOOK GROUPS 

Everyone is invited to participate in a book group discussion. Below are the books and the 

meeting time/date. Groups meet in the church library. 

August 21 at 10:00 a.m.: The Maltese Falcon by Dashiell Hammett 

August 28 at 1:00 p.m.: Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens 

September 25 at 1:00 p.m.: High Tide in Tucson by Barbara Kingsolver 

mailto:dsnyder97@yahoo.com
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/youth/sunday-school/


               WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS TODAY 

Counters: Karen Hopkins, Dale Suckow 

Liturgist: Heather Randall 

Lock-up: Byron Mohlke    

Lemonade hour: July & August—Volunteers    

VISITORS 

You are important to us. Please fill out a visitor card (in the pew pad) and put it in 

the offering plate if you wish to be contacted. You may also approach an usher—

likely wearing a yellow ribbon today—to find out more about North Church.  

 

MINISTERS: THE CONGREGATION 

Pastor/Head of Staff: The Rev. William T. Hennessy  

Administrative Assistant/Webmaster: Cynthia Machamer  

Facilities Caretaker: Mike Callaghan  

Director of Music, Organist: Marlene Harrington 

Bookkeeper: Karen Thomas 

Childcare Supervisor: Regina Koteras 

Coordinator of Sacred Arts: Olivia Ebsary  

Youth Director, Northtowns: Mack Barker 

Director of Music, Children & Youth: Alanna Carlins  

Musical Assistant: Kurt Ebsary 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Brought together by our shared faith in Jesus Christ, 

Called by God to live as faithful disciples, 

Blessed by our diverse gifts and experiences, 

We commit ourselves to: 

Worship together, 

Teach and learn from one another, 

Nurture each other with care and love, and 

Reach out in ministry and mission to the world. 

(Adopted by the Session June 5, 2006) 



ELDERS (SESSION) 

Clerk of Session: Sylvia Bigler 

 

Class of 2020 

Anselm George 

Warren Marcus 

Richard Mesmer 

Thomas Miller 

Rob Powell 

 

Class of 2021 

Joe Alber 

Mary Atwood 

Ralph Doerzbacher 

Debbie Hutton 

 

Marty Shafer 

 

Class of 2022 

Sharon Dittmar 

Dirk Pouli 

Clark Squires 

Pat Townsend 

 

DEACONS 

Moderator: Glenn Hopkins 

 

Class of 2020 

Jane Arnold 

Kerri Bigler 

Olivia Ebsary 

Heather Randall 

 

Class of 2021 

Chris Gunther 

Glenn Hopkins 

Garry Ostermeier 

Pam Ostermeier 

Karen Roesser 

 

Class of 2022 

Jeff Ebsary 

Linda Gowans 

Kath Hahn 

Lisa Marsherall 

Diane Sprague 

 

 

 

LET’S CONNECT 

Website: https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville/ 

Phone: 716.632.1330 

Thursday e-blast and special announcements:  

Please make sure the church office has your email address if you wish to receive email. 

https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville/

