
WHAT CAN I DO NOW ABOUT THE HUMANITARIAN CRISIS AT THE BORDER? Resources for Following 

up after the July 12 Vigil at North Church in Williamsville 

The House Committee on Oversight and Reform has this week been holding hearings and demanding 

documents related to the highly profitable operation of detention centers by private contractors to 

both ICE (border facilities) and Health and Human Services (the Homestead FL facility). Videos of these 

hearings can be watched at the Committee’s website.  

For example, the hearing on Wed, July 10, before the Subcommittee on Civil Rights and Civil Liberties 

examined the impact of the current deterrence policies on the humanitarian crisis at the border, 

reports of dangerous conditions and medical neglect, and the lack of accountability for abuse and 

misconduct at detention facilities. The 4-hour hearing included witnesses from human rights 

organizations, a retired Acting ICE Director, and an asylum-seeking Guatemalan mother whose toddler 

died, having received inadequate medical treatment for a viral infection, after they spent nearly 3 

weeks in ICE detention. The video is accompanied by printed versions of witness testimonies. 

A hearing before the whole committee on the child separation policy and conditions at border 

detention facilities was held on July 12.  

None of the western New York legislators are on the House Oversight Committee. The immediate ask is 

not for a specific bill, because bills are still being developed, but to ask your Representative and 

Senators to support efforts to improve accountability by ICE and HHS  in the operation of detention 

centers. Phone calls and e-mails are both effective, if personalized. On the June 27 legislation that 

awarded emergency funding for border facilities but without accountability or provisions protecting 

children that had been included in the original House bill, Rep. Higgins voted NO, Rep. Collins and Sen. 

Schumer voted YES. Sen. Gillibrand did not vote.  

Enter your zip code and this website will allow you to find and contact your representative: 

A helpful resource for tracking bills and investigations is GovTrack.  

Denominational/faith group websites may provide a broad set of resources for action ranging from 

how to help individuals at risk of deportation to political action or conducting a worship service.  

https://oversight.house.gov/legislation/hearings
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/committees/HSGO


Another way to help migrants on the southern border is to contribute to an organization providing 

humanitarian assistance.  

You may find information on line about the organizations providing help to migrants on either side of 

the Southern border on your denominational/faith group web site. For example, the Presbyterian 

border ministry includes sites on both sides of the border. One where WNY folks have been involved is 

Frontera de Cristo, working at the border crossing in Douglas, Arizona, and Agua Prieta, Mexico.   

The Jewish refugee organization, HIAS, provides information, advocacy, and practical assistance to 

asylum-seekers. Similarly, Catholic Charities of the Rio Grande Valley ministers at border sites.  The 

International Rescue Committee, a highly rated charity, works at the southern border and in El 

Salvador.  

There is also a need to support organizations that provide legal assistance in seeking asylum such as 

RAICES, The Refugee and Immigrant Center for Education and Legal Services. The Immigration 

Advocates Network connects to nonprofit legal services available throughout the United States. Its 

website provides up to date information helpful to both immigrants and their allies.  

Address root causes by donating to organizations that assist persons displaced from their homes but 

still within their country of origin and organizations that work to provide development and foster 

peace within the Northern Triangle of Central America.  The United Nations High Commission on 

Refugees, for example, provides safe spaces for internally displaced persons and supports local 

organizations addressing poverty and gang violence in these countries. 

    

https://presbyterianborder.org/ministry-sites
https://presbyterianborder.org/ministry-sites
https://www.hias.org/
https://www.catholiccharitiesrgv.org/Home.aspx
https://www.rescue.org/
https://www.raicestexas.org/
https://www.immigrationadvocates.org/
https://www.immigrationadvocates.org/
http://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/2019%20Expanding%20Operations%20in%20Central%20America%20%28February%202019%29.pdf

