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Scripture: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 

 

 

 This may seem like an odd choice to read on Trinity Sunday. It’s hard to see the 

connection between God as Dame or Lady Wisdom and God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. One 

writer tries to make that connection by equating Wisdom with Holy Spirit, but that doesn’t really 

sound right to me. Wisdom seems to stand apart from Yahweh, sort of a partner in creation. 

Some might call her God’s consort, which may be what’s intended, but orthodoxy doesn’t allow 

it.  

 

 It’s much more powerful, I think, to understand this depiction of wisdom as a feminine 

portrayal of God, and not just a part of God. We don’t talk about that too much in the church. For 

some reason we are fixated on the idea that God is essentially masculine and we’ve tended to 

create our imagery around that fixation: God is Father, Warrior, or King. But scripture is filled 

with all sorts of imagery for God that is feminine: God is a mother bear, protecting her young; 

God is a mid-wife assisting in birth; God is a nursing mother giving sustenance; God is the Lady 

Wisdom, calling us to paths of justice and truth. 

 

 But of course these images aren’t exclusive or exhaustive. They’re meant to engage our 

imaginations, to invite us into our own imagery, to help us find our own ways of experiencing 

God. The problem with theology and doctrine is they tend to make absolute claims about God as 

if everything is settled. But every theology, every doctrinal claim, is making a choice. It’s 

choosing to emphasize one facet of scripture, one layer of meaning, while ignoring another. 

 

 Wisdom teaches a different way. Wisdom is the voice that calls us away from common 

assumptions and prejudices to explore creative ways of experiencing God and engaging the 

world. In Proverbs Wisdom warns the listener to avoid the folly of easy gain or excessive living 

which is pretty standard advice. But she also calls us to seek the path of justice, to listen for the 

voice of truth when the world offers only confusion.  

 

 Wisdom is an inner awareness of what is just and true. It has nothing to do with education 

or wealth, in fact often these things can obscure wisdom. There are many people with great 

knowledge but little wisdom, and vice versa. God doesn’t seek the most qualified or credentialed 

to carry out God’s purposes in the world. When Wisdom calls, those who respond are those who 

carry within them an awareness of God’s presence. That’s not something, generally, that can be 

taught. It can be cultivated through prayer and service but it’s not really an academic process. 

 

 One of the other scriptures readings for this morning comes from Romans. It, too, doesn’t 

seem to have anything to do with Trinity. In it, Paul tells his readers, “we also boast in our 

sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and 

character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us.” Hope, it seems to me, is a type of 

wisdom, a knowing beyond all evidence. And it’s tied to suffering. I think there’s a deep 

connection between suffering and wisdom.  

 



 In his book What the Mystics Know, the Franciscan priest and mystic Richard Rohr 

writes, “The word of God calls us to greater wisdom. The only way the Lord can do so is by 

making the system fall apart. That’s called suffering. It’s how God shows us that life is always 

bigger than we presently imagine it. Faith allows us deliberately to live in a shaky position so 

that we have to rely upon Another. God gets closer blow by blow.” 

 

 An awareness of and appreciation for our own suffering brings us closer to God by 

moving us to deeper wisdom. One thing we learn in that process is the world can be unreliable 

and we must learn to bend when the harsh winds of change blow. Wisdom teaches us how to 

bend. Too often in the church we have taken the more masculine approach to change and become 

rigid and intractable. We think we must dig in our heels, “stick to our guns,” to demonstrate our 

allegiance to tradition or leadership. Those are very masculine traits and lately we’ve found 

ourselves breaking because we refuse to bend.  

 

 That posture has led us to schisms and excommunications and even wars. But Wisdom 

offers an alternative. Wisdom calls us to consider a feminine posture. Wisdom calls us to bring 

compassion and generosity to our differences. Wisdom invites us to see the world through 

feminine eyes rather than masculine, to allow our suffering to inform us. When we do that, the 

changes we see—the acceptance of those we once rejected, the embrace of other religious 

traditions—become part of a grand evolution, an organic transformation we can participate in. 

Change is no longer a threat when we see it through feminine eyes; it’s not something being 

done to us but being done through us.  

 

 Only an experience of God as female, as Wisdom, can teach us that. And when we open 

ourselves up to the feminine God we discover new paths we had never considered before. Lady 

Wisdom helps us to walk those paths without fear. Lady Wisdom lights our way and becomes 

our delight.  

 

 One way in particular a feminine image of God changes us is to shift our focus when we 

think about things like Trinity, for instance. For centuries the Church has talked about Trinity 

only with reference to the individuals who comprise it: Father, Son, Holy Spirit. That’s a  

masculine concern. It’s important through that lens to hone in on the individual and to see the 

world from the perspective of individual striving. But a feminine approach shifts our attention to 

the nature of the relationship between the individuals.  

 

 When we make that shift we discover there are other ways of characterizing Trinity than 

only as Father, Son, Holy Spirit. The persons of Trinity become less important than the dynamics 

between them. We can think of Trinity as Lover, Beloved, Loving or Source, Word, Spirit; our 

concern is no longer limited to the individuals but focuses on the interdependence that exists 

between them.  

 

 And that focus shapes how we view the world. When we see families crossing the border 

from Mexico without documentation, we no longer see only individuals who are doing 

something illegal. We see people escaping a system that’s collapsing and trying to save their 

children. We recognize them as part of a larger picture of broken relationships that we have a 



responsibility to correct. We become open to compassion and justice rather than punishment. 

That’s the work of Wisdom, of a feminine expression of God.  

 

 Embracing Lady Wisdom, delighting in her, can lead us to a more complete expression of 

our relationship with God. When we know God as feminine as well as masculine, it’s never one 

or the other but both, we can begin to know ourselves more fully, too. We can begin to see what 

God sees in us and to understand why Wisdom calls from the gate and stands at the roadside 

continually crying out to all who pass by. It’s not to scold or condemn us; her attention isn’t out 

of disgust. It’s love that moves her: “Then I was beside him,” she says, “like a master worker; 

and I was daily his delight, rejoicing before him always, rejoicing in his inhabited world and 

delighting in the human race.” This is what Wisdom is meant for: to love us and teach us how to 

love. 

 

Amen 


