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Humanitarian crisis at our border—how will you help? 
 

Dear Friend, 
 
On Sunday, June 9—Day of Pentecost—we will receive the Celebrating Youth 
Offering. This year the Mission Committee has chosen the Humanitarian Respite 
Center (RHC) operated by Catholic Charities of the Rio Grande Valley in McAllen, 
Texas, to receive 100 percent of the offering. 
 
Many of us continue to be very disturbed by what is happening along the southern 
border of our country. Immigrants from Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador are 
fleeing from difficult circumstances—the rape of women and teenage girls, the 
recruitment of young boys into violent gangs—and their local governments’ inability 
or unwillingness to end the violence. Immigrants are arriving by the hundreds on the 
U.S.-Mexico border seeking to enter our country and gain status as asylum seekers.  
 
Based on their stories of their previous lives they usually are given a hearing and then 
allowed to enter our country temporarily. Thousands of people are now awaiting court 
hearings that might gain them permanent residence in our country. This is truly a 
humanitarian crisis at our border. To meet this crisis volunteer agencies along the 
border are stepping into the breach, seeking to fill the gap between what our 
government is able to do and the many needs of the immigrants. 
 
The Humanitarian Respite Center is one of those organizations. Under the direction of 
Sister Norma Pimentel, the center is a direct response to the refugee relief crisis that 
began in June of 2014 and has since served more than 100,000 refugees. The center 
provides basic human care to them and their families as they seek asylum in the United 
States and is the first point of contact for men, women, and children when they are 
released by immigration detention centers. 
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They receive compassionate care via a safe environment, legal orientation and general 
information, a warm meal and water, hygiene products and a warm shower, a clean 
change of clothes, temporary shelter, medical supplies, and other temporary assistance. 
They are then transported to the bus station to continue their journey to family, 
friends, and other locations in the U.S. 
 
You can help by making a generous contribution to the Celebrating Youth Offering. 
North is a very generous congregation as demonstrated by gifts of more than $4,000 to 
One Great Hour of Sharing. Please prayerfully consider how you can help in the 
humanitarian crisis at the border. Contributions can be made using the enclosed 
envelope or safely and securely online at 
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/donations/.  
 
Peace, 
The North Church Mission Committee  
 
P.S. At North Presbyterian Church this offering replaces the denominational Pentecost Offering. All of the 
monies received are sent to a project(s) chosen by the Mission Committee. 
 
P.P.S. You may have seen news about the center and Sister Norma recently on 60 Minutes or on NPR 
News Hour. We invite you to Google the Humanitarian Respite Center and also look for more 
information on our website soon. You may always call the church office if you have questions. If 
you or someone you know would like to volunteer at the Respite Center or another similar site, 
you can do so by going to the Respite Center website at 
https://www.catholiccharitiesrgv.org/HumanitarianRespiteCenter.shtml or by contacting 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance at http://pda.pcusa.org/.  
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