
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Cultivating Meaningful 
Relationships with  

People of Color 
 

 

uring Lent this year we focused on racism and its effects in our society. We looked 
at institutional racism through our country’s history of slavery and Jim Crow laws 
and how that history has shaped the ways we live together in so-called “racial groups” 

in America. And we also looked at our personal expressions of racism through the 
relationships we have with people of color in our lives and how those relationships can be 
strengthened. To help us gain deeper understanding we viewed the documentary Race: The 
Power of an Illusion and many of us read the book White Fragility by Robin DiAngelo.  
 It was a challenging series and at times left some of us feeling at a loss as to how we can 
correct the effects of racism and white supremacy in our society. During our time we were 
joined by local freelance writer Nanette D. Massey who helped us gain a “black perspective,” 
much needed by our all-white group. As an added benefit to her participation, Nanette also 
led a workshop for North, University Presbyterian Church, and the wider community on 
DiAngelo’s book. The workshop was attended by a racially mixed audience of about 50 
people on May 18. 
 One theme that arose in our discussions over and over is the need for cultivating 
meaningful relationships with people of color. As Nanette puts it, white people need to be 
trained how to move comfortably in black spaces. The only way to do that, it seems to me, is 
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“White people need to be trained 

how to move comfortably  

in black spaces.” 

--Nanette D. Massey 

freelance writer, Buffalo 

to enter those spaces and be open to learning more about black peoples’ experiences. An 
opportunity to do that is coming up in June. On the weekend of June 15th and 16th is the 
Juneteenth Festival in downtown Buffalo.  
 Juneteenth, also known as Juneteenth Independence Day or Freedom Day, 
commemorates the June 19, 1865, announcement of the abolition of slavery in the state of 
Texas and the emancipation of enslaved African Americans throughout the former 
Confederate States. The name is a portmanteau of “June” and “nineteenth” and is recognized as 
a state holiday in 45 states. The festival in Buffalo goes back to 1976 and is dedicated to 

education and cultural awareness. Learn more at  www.juneteenthofbuffalo.com.  
 As Robin DiAngelo points out in her book, white people have been sheltered from 
learning about the experiences of black people largely by design. Our society has put an 
abundance of energy and effort in to maintaining divisions between racial groups. That’s led to 
white people having a very low tolerance for racial stress, what she calls “white fragility.” But 
our tolerance can be increased if we’re willing to be educated and to enter into honest 
conversations with black people about racism. In addition to DiAngelo’s book there are other 
resources available to help us in this effort.  
 Nanette D. Massey has created a helpful bibliography, which can be found on her 
website: www.NanetteDMassey.com. You’ll also find there her blog posts and links about 
issues related to conversations about race. Another excellent resource is the podcast series 
“Seeing White” on the podcast program “Scene on Radio.” It can be found at 
www.sceneonradio.org. Finally, our church library and The Center for Christian Growth 
housed at North also have a large number of books and videos that are helpful. 
 But nothing can take the place of personal relationships. Find areas of interest you have 
in common with others and cultivate relationships with black people who share those 
interests. Visit the African American Cultural Center and attend a play at the Paul Robeson 

http://www.juneteenthofbuffalo.com/
http://www.nanettedmassey.com/
http://www.sceneonradio.org/
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Theatre. Head downtown on June 15th for the Juneteenth Festival and experience black 
culture in Buffalo. Let yourself be open to new relationships and, possibly, some discomfort as 
you reach beyond your experience to discover and appreciate the rich diversity around us and 
begin helping to dismantle the inequities our society has created.  
 
Peace and justice to all, 
Pastor Bill 
 
 
 

Crossroads Antiracism Workshop at North 
Everyone is invited to this workshop to discuss racism, not only as a matter of individual 

prejudice, but as a systemic, institutional program of powers. Please register by September 

20. 

 

Date: Saturday, September 28 

Time: 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Cost: $15 per person (includes lunch) 

For more information, call Kirsten Albrecht- Carrie or Debbie Katz at at (716) 631-0979. 

This workshop is offered through the Center for Christian Growth (formerly the Resource 

Center), located at North Presbyterian Church, 300 N. Forest Rd., Williamsville, NY 14221.  

Make checks payable to the Education Committee of WNY and mail to the Christian Growth 

Center at the address above. 
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Together We Are North  
When the Stewardship Committee was formed 
last spring, it launched a series of activities to 
support the theme, Together We Are North. 
Letters, e-mails, and announcements 
emphasized that stewardship is a journey and 
not merely a short, targeted effort to raise 
money.  
 
As you know, stewardship is a process that can 
strengthen faith, build a sense of community, 
support others in times of need, and help 
ensure the church is an important part of our 
life together. Stewardship never ceases; it is a 
year-round endeavor. 
 
Throughout the year during worship, we have 
enjoyed hearing from various people about the 
projects or committees on which they serve: 
staff members and representatives from special 
interest groups like the children’s music 
program, Dress-a-Girl, and special offerings. 
Receptions and other activities brought us 
together.  
 

Deacons and Stewardship look forward to 
hosting together the church picnic on Sunday, 
June 9. There will be food and fun for whole 
family. 
 
Beyond time and talent, thank you to everyone 
who has contributed monetarily this year.  
As of May 31, 2019, 87 pledges totaling 
$226,695 have been received. This is an 
increase of $33,688 from last year! Pledges are 
especially important for planning purposes, 
because they reduce the guess work involved in 
deciding what the church can afford to do in the 
coming year. 
 
Truly, we are never more together at North 
than when we all contribute to this life in the 
church and our outreach together. We look 
forward to continuing in the work together as 
we look forward to continuing our “Together 
we are North” stewardship campaign. If you are 
interested in serving on this team, please reach 
out to Joe Alber at antonealber@gmail.com.  
 

Share your Thoughts about a 
Capital Campaign for North 
On April 14, a “Town Hall” meeting was held 
to present information about an emerging 
problem with the flat roofs over portions of the 
church. A brief summary of the situation 
follows and a more detailed description can be 
read at https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/who-

we-are/documents/.  
 
Unfortunately, the church has been plagued in 
recent years with leaks that the Property 
Committee has labored hard to address. Last 

mailto:antonealber@gmail.com
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/who-we-are/documents/
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/who-we-are/documents/
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year a consultant was hired to assess the overall 
state of the roofs and he discovered portions of 
the roof over Westminster Hall were in need of 
immediate attention to avoid structural issues. 
The final cost of these repairs was $42,000 paid 
from the church’s reserves. There were 
additional expenses for removing and replacing 
the solar panels and the consultant’s fees.   

 
The 
preliminary 
estimate to 
repair the 
remaining flat 
roofs over the 
rest of the 
building is 
$125,000. A 
small team 
consisting of 
Tom Miller, 
Dick Mesmer, 
Duncan 
Hemink, and 

Joe Alber was formed to investigate how to 
finance the repairs. The assumptions guiding 
the team’s efforts are that 1) if the roofs are not 
fixed portions of the building will eventually be 
unusable and 2) the congregation wants the 
church to continue operating at its present 
location. Discussions were held with several 
banks and with a unit of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) about obtaining a loan. An 
overriding issue in obtaining a loan is collateral: 
the building at 300 N. Forest Rd., 
Williamsville, is not owned by North but is 

held in trust by the Presbytery for the 
Presbyterian Church (USA).   
 
Another option is for the church to use its 
reserves. The endowment is $295,000 and as of 
April 30, 2019, the non-endowment reserves 
are $114,355. All of the church’s money is 
invested, which means it increases and 
decreases with movements of the financial 
markets. There are several disadvantages to 
using the reserves, the principal one being the 
less money there is in the future the smaller the 
problem needs to be for a financial crisis to 
occur. 
 
A third option being considered is to conduct a 
multi-year fundraising campaign. A decision has 
not been made to conduct a campaign, but the team is 
investigating the possibility. There are a variety of 
issues that must be considered, and a final 
decision is many months away. If a campaign is 
successful the roof repairs could be done and 
other enhancements made to our life together 
in the church.  
 
As the team continues its preliminary work 
leading up to whether or not to conduct a 
multi-year campaign, your input is absolutely 
necessary. Please share your thoughts with anyone 
on the team whether you think a campaign is a good 
idea and/or what enhancements you would like to see 
done to the building. But please keep in mind that 
if we want to continue worshiping in this 
building, the roofs must be maintained.                             
(Submitted by Elder Joe Alber) 
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From Incarceration to the 
Classroom  
By Cynthia Machamer 

Bob is 57 years old, and, based on the way he 
walks into a room—with clear intention and 
confidence—you’d think he could be a 
retired Marine. He’s bald on purpose, stocky, 
and his posture suggests he knows a thing or 
two that you don’t. His shirt is unbuttoned a 
little too far, but it works for him. When he 
speaks, the words—tinged with a Yonkers 
accent—come tumbling out almost faster 
than he can organize them. He has so much to 
say and seemingly so little time. 

But he has had plenty of time to think 
and read while serving time for 
multiple DWIs in multiple states, 13 
or 14—he has lost count. Although he 
hasn’t had a drink in 12 years, he says, 
the consequences of his actions linger 
and agitate much longer. 

In 2017, Bob turned to the promise of 
education to help him make a better future 
for himself. 

Houghton College Buffalo: Hope House is 
one of the college’s three extension sites in 
the city. Adults who desire to re-enter society 
after serving sentences, who have a financial 
need and who have been referred through 
Peaceprints of WNY come to the small 
house—a former rectory—behind the former 
Holy Apostles Saints Peter and Paul Church 
on Smith Street. They live, work, study and 
dream of a day when they can go to work, 

earn a living and support their families and 
don’t have to answer to a parole officer. The 
associate’s degree they earn debt-free from 
Houghton College can make all the 
difference. 

Bob participates in the program with eight 
other students, incarcerated for such crimes 
as burglary, larceny and attempted murder. 
From 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. each weekday, they go 
to class in the “dungeon,” as they call it, in the 
basement of the home. They receive tutoring 
to support their studies, and they have built-in 
smoke breaks. 

The students take liberal arts classes and learn 
from professors, just like on a regular college 
campus. The professor who teaches 
“Introduction to Christianity” used to lead 
Bible study groups at Wende Correctional 
Facility. The professor who teaches 
“Introduction to Psychology” used to run drug 
rehabilitation groups for returning citizens. 
The professor who teaches “Mathematics 
Survey” was the prison chaplain at Attica 
Correctional facility for more than 20 years. 
The professor who teaches “Introduction to 
Business” is the executive director of 
Peaceprints of WNY, the non-profit 

https://www.houghton.edu/academics/extension-sites/houghton-college-buffalo/hope-house/
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organization that partners with Houghton to 
run the college’s program at Hope House. 

“They understand this population,” 
says Rebekah Kimble, program coordinator, 
“and they work hard to make the course 
material relevant to the students.” 

“The students are incredibly smart,” she says. 
“Many earned two or three GEDs while they 
were incarcerated.” But, she notes, 
sometimes they need help with things like 
revising papers. “We rely on tutors,” she says, 
noting that, this semester, a Ph.D. student at 
the University at Buffalo (UB) and a local 
pastor lend their knowledge. 

Kimble teaches “American History Survey” 
and “Governing the City,” which is 
particularly relevant these days, considering 
that felons’ right to vote was restored last 
year. For many in the program, this year will 
be the first time since being released that they 
can participate in an election. The students at 
Hope House have benefitted by hearing about 
the process from elected officials who are 
special guests in class. 

Besides teaching, Kimble, who earned a 
Master of Arts from UB in 2017, works many 
hours trying to raise private money (for most 
students, Pell and TAP grants cover the cost 
of tuition, textbooks, monthly bus passes, and 
a laptop computer), recruiting teachers, 
developing curriculum and marketing the 
program to the appropriate audiences. Friday 
is cooking day, and the students fill the 
kitchen on the first floor with the smells of 

their savory creations. Students cover the cost 
of housing, or it is paid for by the Department 
of Social Services. 

Kimble, who stands about 5’4”, is a well-
spoken and passionate proponent of the 
program, which began only two years ago. It 
is patterned after a similar program—
Houghton College: Symphony Circle—which 
is held at First Presbyterian Church on 
Buffalo’s West Side and helps refugees obtain 
a college education. 

Kimble isn’t above sharing her own struggles 
with her students. She says being transparent 
builds rapport and trust. “Working with 
returning citizens has helped me a lot. I’m not 
as introverted as I used to be.” And her 
passion for helping these men change their 
lives is evident when she talks about how 
education breaks the cycle of crime for so 
many—and how it’s also economically 
expedient. 

“It costs the system about $60,000 a year to 
incarcerate someone,” she said. “It only costs 
about $10,000 to $12,000 a year to educate 
someone through our program.” To her—and 
many others—it just makes sense. She isn’t 
naïve about recidivism rates, which can be as 
high as 42 percent in New York. But she is 
full of optimism that, little by little, education 
can make a difference for many. And she is 
seeing this firsthand at Houghton’s Hope 
House. 

Kimble is grateful for the partnership 
with Peaceprints of WNY, which provides 

https://www.houghton.edu/directories/faculty-staff-directory/rebekah-kimble/
https://www.houghton.edu/academics/extension-sites/houghton-college-buffalo/symphony-circle/
http://peaceprintswny.org/


9 

 

 

 

 

 

referrals, a full-time social worker and 
collaboration on fundraising events. Most 
students come to Houghton’s Hope House via 
Bissonette House, a 120-day residence that 
helps equip returning citizens with skills to 
live outside of prison walls. The program 
relies solely on referrals from parole officers 
through the New York State Department of 
Community Corrections & Supervision, Erie 
County Parole Division Office. 

“I’m thankful to have the opportunity to 
invest in a new group of Houghton College 
students,” says Kimble, “just as Houghton 
professors invested in me.” She says she has 
been inspired by Bryan Stevenson’s book Just 
Mercy and has taken to heart that “no person 
is their worst mistake; everyone is 
deserving of grace and forgiveness.” 

As for Bob, he has big plans after 
his Houghton graduation and after 
June, when parole ends. He thinks 
he might pursue a bachelor’s 
degree in computer science, “but 
probably not in Buffalo.” He has a 
knack for computers and fixed a lot 
of them during his internship 
through Hope House at Mission 
Ignite. “[Houghton College Buffalo: Hope 
House] has given a new aspect to my life,” he 
says. 

In May, three men, including Bob, from 
Cohort 1, will travel from Erie County to 
Houghton’s main campus in Allegany County 
to participate as the very first graduates of 
Houghton College Buffalo: Hope House. 

Against all odds—odds that said they could 
not see this thing through, that they could not 
fully grasp the magnitude of what an 
education can achieve, or that they are just 
“criminals”—these determined returning 
citizens will stretch out their hands to receive 
their diplomas and take a step toward a 
brighter future. 

This article was originally published by Houghton College, 
and is reprinted here upon request. Bob and Rebekah spoke to 
the Adult Ed. class on Sunday, April 28. Bob graduated from 
Houghton College on May 11. Machamer is the editor of 
North Star and has worked at North Church for eight years. 

 
Chiavetta’s Fundraiser 
We are having another chicken bbq fundraiser 

on 
Wednesday, 
June 5, from 
3:30-6:30 
p.m. Meals 
are only $10 
each. All 
proceeds 
benefit the 
church 
operating 
budget. If you 

will be in church, stop in and buy your tickets 
at the office. Tickets will also be available for 
purchase at the door. Besides eat in and take 
out, we will provide a drive-thru option. 
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Save the Date: VBS 2019 
We will be having Vacation Bible School–“To 
Mars and Beyond”–from  August 19-23 at 
North for children going into grades K-5. “To 
Mars and Beyond” will help kids discover the 
wonders of God’s universe. They’ll become 

Voyagers on a journey through space, 
exploring where God’s power can take them. 
They’ll lift off to distant planets on special 
missions to collect power sources. Along the 
way, they’ll learn how God walked with 
heroes of the Bible, and that God is always 
with them, too. Add to the adventure with 
out-of-this-world fun, learning, and timeless 
Bible stories that inspire kids to give glory to 
God, who is able to do far beyond all that we 
could ask or imagine! 

 
Family Justice Center: Voices 
Ending Violence Breakfast 
You are cordially invited to attend the Family 
Justice Center’s annual “Voices Ending 
Violence” breakfast at the Buffalo Convention 
Center on Friday, June 7, from 8-9 a.m. There 
is no cost to attend, but envelopes will be 
available for those who wish to make a 

contribution to the ongoing work of the center. 
North Church has been well represented in the 
past, and we are hoping that once again we will 
have a tableful of guests. Carpooling will be 
arranged. If you are able to attend, please speak 
to Sue D’angelo or JoAnne Alderfer.   

 
Celebrating Youth Offering  
On Sunday, June 9—Day of Pentecost—we 
will receive the Celebrating Youth Offering. 
This year the Mission Committee has chosen 
the Humanitarian Respite Center (HRC) 
operated by Catholic Charities of the Rio 
Grande Valley in McAllen, Texas, to receive 
100 percent of the offering. 
 
The HRC was initiated as a direct response to 
the refugee relief crisis that began in June of 
2014 and has since served more than 100,000 
refugees. The refugees are victims of past 
persecution or have a well-founded fear of 
future persecution in their home countries. The 
Respite Center provides basic human care to 
refugees who are seeking asylum in the United 
States and is their first point of contact for these 
men, women, and children when they are 
released by immigration detention centers. 
 
Daily groups of 80 to 200 refugees recently 
released by ICE arrive at the HRC. They 
receive compassionate care via a safe 
environment, legal orientation and general 
information, a warm meal and water, hygiene 
products and a warm shower, a clean change of 
clothes, temporary shelter, medical supplies, 
and other temporary assistance. They are then 
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transported to the bus station to continue their 
journey to family, friends, and other locations 
in the US. 
 
The Humanitarian Respite Center was born as a 
response to families in crisis. Through its 
services and the work of volunteers, it 
successfully restores dignity to people in 
need—immigrants seeking refuge in the U.S. 
Contributions can be made using the envelope 
you will receive in the mail or find in the pew 
rack or online. Please give generously as you 
always do. 
 
At North Presbyterian Church this offering 
replaces the denominational Pentecost 
Offering. All of the monies received are sent to 
a project(s) chosen by the Mission Committee. 

 
Rural Outreach Center 
North Church collected a mountain of supplies 
for the Rural Outreach Center in East Aurora, 
NY. The supplies we collected are things that 
cannot be 
purchased with 
food stamps 
(e.g., health 
and cleaning 
supplies, paper 
products, 
soaps, diapers). 
Thank you to 
everyone who 
gave so 
generously. To 

learn more about this organization, visit 
https://theroc.co/.  

 
One Great Hour of Sharing—
Thank You! 
Thank you to everyone who contributed some 
$4,213 toward this year’s One Great Hour of 
Sharing special offering. Your gifts support 
ministries of disaster response, refugee 
assistance and resettlement, food for the 
hungry, and community development that help 
people find safe refuge, start new lives, and 
work together to strengthen their families and 
communities. This is nearly $1,000 more than 
you donated last year. This year marks the 70th 
anniversary of One Great Hour of Sharing! It funds 
three programs in nearly equal shares: 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (32%), the 
Presbyterian Hunger Program (36%), and Self-
Development of People (32%). All three 
programs provide people with safety, 
sustenance, and hope. 

 
CWS Blanket Drive 
On Mother’s Day we collected for 
the Presbyterian Women Christian 
World Service (CWS) Blanket 
Offering. Thank you for giving 
nearly $600, which will help 
provide blankets where there is a 
disaster, to women’s shelters, for 
the homeless, and wherever 
needed. 

 
 

https://theroc.co/
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New Elders and Deacons 

We ordained new elders and deacons on 
Sunday, March 31. Congratulations to elders 
Sharon Dittmar, Dirk Pouli, Clark Squires, and 
Pat Townsend; and to deacons Jeff Ebsary, 

Linda Gowans, 
Kath Hahn, Lisa 
Marsherall, and 
Diane Sprague. 
On April 7 we 
installed Jane 
Arnold (pictured 
at left) as a 
deacon.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

News-Worthy 
We’re always thrilled to hear good news! In 
this little segment, we have pooled together the 
news we gleaned from local outlets, in case you 
missed them.  
 
Amherst Bee 
 Kaitlyn Khayat received the Maud 
Knight Prize in Religion and the Ralph A. 
Young Scholarship at Wooster College. Read 
story at 
https://www.amherstbee.com/articles/willia
msville-south-grad-honored/. April 16, 2019 
 Christine D. Roemer is engaged to 
Daniel P. Schmitt. Also, she has been promoted 
from supervisor to manager in Assurance 
Services at Dopkins & Company, LLP. January 
16, 2019 

Dale Suckow is 2019 volunteer of the 
year for Harris Hill Nursing Facility. Read story 
at 
https://www.amherstbee.com/articles/willia
msville-resident-recognized-for-volunteer-
work/. April 23, 2019 

 
Buffalo News Gusto 
 Brad Hahn was featured in Fashion 
Focus. Read article at 
https://buffalonews.com/2019/03/08/fashio
n-friday-meet-brad-hahn-of-explore-buffalo/. 
March 8, 2019 

 
 
 
 

https://www.amherstbee.com/articles/williamsville-south-grad-honored/
https://www.amherstbee.com/articles/williamsville-south-grad-honored/
https://www.amherstbee.com/articles/williamsville-resident-recognized-for-volunteer-work/
https://www.amherstbee.com/articles/williamsville-resident-recognized-for-volunteer-work/
https://www.amherstbee.com/articles/williamsville-resident-recognized-for-volunteer-work/
https://buffalonews.com/2019/03/08/fashion-friday-meet-brad-hahn-of-explore-buffalo/
https://buffalonews.com/2019/03/08/fashion-friday-meet-brad-hahn-of-explore-buffalo/
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New Members 
We welcomed four new members on Sunday, 
April 7. Congratulations to Lisa and Tim 

Clinton (photo 
at left), 
Eusook Lee, 
and Lynnette 
Nogueras-
Trummer 
(pictured, 
right). 

 

Welcome, New Citizens! 

Congratulations to Saif Almafrachi (pictured 
above) and Raya Jarjees, who both became 
naturalized citizens in 2019. (Thanks to deacon 
Jane Arnold for taking this photo of Saif in 
Buffalo.) 

 
Happy 100th 
Birthday 

Happy birthday to Ellie 
Bonenberg, who turned 
100 on April 2. She has 
been a member of 
North since 1993. (Photo 

by Sheridan Skura) 

Volunteers Needed at UPC 
Food Pantry 
The University Presbyterian Church (UPC) 
Food Pantry seeks additional volunteers to assist 
one afternoon a month. The Food Pantry is 
located in the UPC basement, which is serviced 
by an elevator. Four volunteers work from 
11:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. each Tuesday and 
Thursday of the month. One coordinates the 
check-in table; the others assist clients to select 
food provided by the Food Bank, by North 
Church, and other area churches. 
 
Dirk Pouli, Sheridan Skura, and Mary Beth Karr 
are current Food Pantry volunteers. Contact 
one of them if you have questions or call the 
North Church office to arrange a tour of the 
Food Pantry. 
 
UPC is grateful for North’s ongoing donations 
of food for the pantry. Soup, rice, and tuna are 
frequently needed. All donations are 
appreciated. 

 
Veterans Project:  
Celebrating 6th Year! 
What is an impromptu pizza party to a veteran? 
How special is it to receive Tim Horton's coffee 
and donuts when you didn't expect it? Special 
treats like these in the life of service men or 
women can make the difference between an 
ordinary day confined to a hospital or a day 
that's just a little better than the one before. 
 
This is the 6th year we are supporting the 
veterans at Willow Lodge at The VA Medical 
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Center on Bailey Ave. in Buffalo. We are 
actively collecting your monetary 
donation from Memorial Day through 
Independence Day. Willow Lodge at the VA 
Hospital is a 20-bed Community Living Center 
that focuses on hospice/palliative care and 
rehabilitation. In honor of veterans and our 6th 
year, will you give generously to brighten the 
day of a veteran? 
 
Your generous donation allows the recreational 
therapist to purchase goodies and plan 
spontaneous fun throughout the year for our 
veterans. We will be collecting monetary 
donations with which we will purchase VISA 
cards. 
 
There will be a Deacon in the narthex after 
services on six Sundays, starting Sunday, May 
26, to receive donations. Just look for the red, 
white, and blue. (If you write a check to North 
Church, please write “Veterans Project” on the 
memo line. Any donation you make is tax-
deductible and will appear on your year-end 
statement from North.) 

Urgent: Speak out about Child 
Detention  
The U.S. government is currently holding 
more than 2,000 child migrants ages 13 
through 17 in a detention center in 
Homestead, Florida, south of Miami. Most 
have fled violence and poverty in Central 
America and are seeking asylum in the United 
States. 

Instead of being released to family members 
or other sponsors, many are spending weeks 
or months in inhumane detention. An unused 
Job Corps center was converted for use by 
for-profit prison corporations. And because 
Homestead is an emergency influx center, 
children are not protected by agreements that 
ordinarily ensure licensing and other 
standards are met. 

Beginning on June 2, during coffee hour, 
members of Sarah Circle invite you to engage 
in letter writing and petitioning of federal 
officials to protest the expansion of 
Homestead. 

Sun and Solar Panels Equals 
Happiness 
Did you know that May 1 was the seven-year 
anniversary of the operation of solar electricity 
at North Church? May 14 the photovoltaic 
panels were reinstalled on the Westminster 
Hall roof, after being taken down last fall for 
re-roofing. 
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Even with more than 
half of our panels 
sitting unused, from 
gray mid-February to 
rainy mid-May, the 
remaining panels on 
the south roof 
produced 2200 kwh. 
That’s enough 
electricity to power a 
household. As long as 
it is light outside, the 
sun must be shining 
and we are making clean electricity, even if the 
sky looks gray. Doesn’t that make you happy? 
(Submitted by Elder Pat Townsend) 

 
Trimming the Fat 

One day a month each month, volunteers 
prepare chicken and potatoes to be served at 
Friends of Night People in Buffalo that evening. 

The Hutton boys, 
who volunteer with 
their mom, Debbie, 
help when they don’t 
have school. 
 
The boys have often 
wondered how much 
fat that chicken 
trimmers Ed 
Eisenlord—who has 
been cutting the fat 
since the early-

1990s—and their mother cut off of the chicken 
that is prepared each month. 

So during the April spring 
break, Charlie Hutton 
answered this 
question.  Charlie 
weighed the fat, which 
totaled 6 pounds & 4 
ounces.  Also, Ed told us 
later that he also collected 
3 1/2 gallon jugs of liquid 
fat during the cooking 
process.  That’s a lot of 
fat! 

 
Northtowns Presbyterian 
Youth Group 
The Northtowns Youth Group is the 
shared youth group of North Presbyterian and 
University Presbyterian churches. The youth 
group offers fun activities, like a pizza 
party or a retreat, and also participates in 
mission work in and around Buffalo 
throughout the year. Join us for these 
activities, and invite your friends! Please 
contact Mack Barker with questions at 
mackintosh716@gmail.com.  
 
Youth Triennium: July 16-20, 2019 
We will travel to Purdue University on July 
15 and home on July 21. The Presbytery of 
WNY will cover travel costs. For more 
information, contact Mack Barker. 
 

 
 
 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/who-we-are/staff/mack-barker/
mailto:mackintosh716@gmail.com
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Sunday School Fun 
As we wrap up our current academic year—the 
last class will be Sunday, June 9—the 
Children's Christian Education Team (Debbie 
Hutton, Sheridan Skura, and Marsha Villano) 
would like to thank all our teachers:  Jo Yorko, 
Rob Powell, Kerri Bigler, Marsha Villano, 
Sheridan Skura, Sara Koteras, Sarah Hennessy, 
and Debbie & Tim Hutton.  Our students are 
blessed to be taught by and to get to know all of 
you.  Thank you!!  
 
Tentative plans are in place for fall 2019 in 
terms of Bible verses for each class, topic for 
the year, and suggested activities.  ALL WE 
NEED IS YOU!  Our students need to get to 
know more of the people who make North 
Church such a great community.  Please 
consider helping out with our 
program.  Planning is 10 to 20 minutes per 
week and Sunday morning teaching is about 30 
to 45 minutes of fun.  Contact Debbie Hutton 
at 903-1053 or 688-4658. 
(Submitted by Debbie Hutton, dsnyder97@yahoo.com ) 
 

Adult Ed. Study Begins June 16 

Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten 
Commandments, a 2019-20 Presbyterian Women 
Horizons Bible Study, will be the next focus of 
the Adult Ed. study Sunday mornings in the 
library after the 9:30 a.m. worship service June 
16-August 11. There are copies of the study 
available in the church office for $10 each. 
 
Lesson 1—Words of Love: I Am Your God; You Shall 
Have No Others 
Lesson 2—Words of Love: Don’t Trivialize My Name 
Lesson 3—Words of Love: Keep Sabbath 

Lesson 4—Words of Love: Honor the Life-givers 
Lesson 5—Words of Love: Don’t Kill Each Other 
Lesson 6—Words of Love: Hold Your Marriage Sacred 
Lesson 7—Words of Love: Do Not Steal 
Lesson 8—Words of Love: Speak Truthfully 
Lesson 9—Words of Love: Don’t Fixate on What You 
Don’t Have 
 

Adult Bible Study 
The Adult Bible Study meets most every 
Sunday, except during the summer, at 9:00 
a.m. in the Resource Center for one hour. 
Attendance runs from five to 10 people, and 
there is room for more. 
 

Over the past few years our studies have 
included Luke’s and John’s gospels, the book of 
Acts, and the life of Joseph and his family. 
Currently we are studying the scriptures in the 
lectionary for the Sunday on which we meet. 
We open and close each session with prayer. 
 

The leader of each session is a volunteer from 
among those who attend. However, there is 
absolutely no requirement that attendees must 
lead a session. It is just fine to attend and listen. 
Our objective is spiritual growth, by learning 
more about God’s plan for us and about life as a 
Christian from the Bible, Old and New 
Testaments, and from the questions we raised 
and the comments presented. 
 

Leaders have resources from the Resource 
Center and North Church library to help them 
prepare, including Bible commentaries. Some 
attendees use their personal Bibles, including 
study Bibles, and for others, there are always 
church pew Bibles available. We welcome any 
translation or version of the Bible. We have 
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found that this variety often enhances our 
understanding. 
 

We do not use resources that require prior 
purchase by attendees. Also, each session is 
independent from previous sessions so steady 
attendance is not necessary. We welcome any 
church member or visitor to attend. Ages of 
attendees have ranged from early twenties to 
persons in their eighties. (Submitted by Bill 
Clark) 
 

Chair Yoga Classes  
Everyone is invited to come to chair yoga at 
North Church offered by Olivia Ebsary. 
Generally every Monday and Wednesday 
(except second Wednesday of the month), from 
10:15-11:00 a.m. in Westminster Hall. 
Donations are welcome and some insurance 
accepted. Questions? E-mail 
oliviaebsary@gmail.com. 
 

NPC Needleworkers 
Whether you’re a pro or have always wanted to 
learn, please join us. In addition to making 
prayer shawls, scarves, and squares for Roswell, 
there are many wonderful outlets for our time 
and talents. We will be meeting on the first 
Thursday of the month; our next meeting is 
June 6 from 1-3 p.m. in the Dickinson Room. 
Questions? Contact Sue D’Angelo at 
sjdangelo@hotmail.com.  

 
Coffee Hour 
Assignments 
We have had some communication issues 
with the coffee hour schedule recently. 

To avoid further confusion, please refer to 
this schedule. The current and next month’s 
Coffee Hour Host Committee will appear in 
the bulletin along with the names of other 
Sunday worship volunteers. 
 
It is NOT necessary to provide baked goods 
or other snacks, but you can if you wish. 
Something as simple as donut holes will be 
well received. You may want to check the 
freezer for goodies to see if anything is 
available. 

Coffee Hour Schedule 
June  Adult Education  

July and August will rely on volunteers. 
September Choirs: Adult, Bells, InerG  
October Human Resources  
November Property 
December Membership  
January Worship 
February Mission 
March  Finance 
April  Deacons 
May  Session 
 

Annual Church Picnic  
The annual picnic is Sunday, June 9, after the 
10:15 a.m. worship service, in the memorial 
garden area. There will be food and fun 
(games) for the whole family! Please bring a 
dish to pass and kindly make a donation to 
cover the cost of meat.  
 

Summer Worship Schedule  
Beginning Sunday, June 16, we will have one 
service only, at 9:30 a.m. Adult Ed. and Bible 
Study will meet after the service. 

mailto:oliviaebsary@gmail.com
mailto:sjdangelo@hotmail.com
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InerG Is for Everyone 
“InerG” is the intergenerational choir that 
provides special music once a month during 
worship, led by music assistant Kurt Ebsary. 
We are musicians (vocal and instrumental of all 
skill levels) ranging in age from 8th grade 
through adult who want to experience the joy 
of creation and praise through music. The 
ensemble practices at 9:30 on the morning of 
the performance, which is during the 10:15 
a.m. worship service. (See schedule below.) 
Everyone is welcome! Contact Kurt 
Ebsary with interest or questions. 

Sunday, June 16 
(Other dates to be announced.) 

 
Dress-a-Girl  
Seamstresses, doll makers, ironers, cutters, and 
runners: come sew with us! Meetings occur the 
fourth Monday of each month  from 4:00-8:00 
p.m. Stay for the whole time or for as long as 
you can. Please bring a salad ingredient for our 
build-a-salad supper. Dessert and beverages will 
be provided.  

 
Friends of Night People 
We serve a meal at Friends of Night People at 
394 Hudson St., Buffalo, the fourth Tuesday of 
every month.  

 At 8:00 a.m. that day, volunteers 
prepare the meal in the kitchen at 
North Church. If you can help one 

time or regularly, please contact Ann 
Eisenlord at 632-7487 or 
anneisenlord@roadrunner.com.  

 That evening from about 4:30-7:00, 
volunteers help serve the meal. If you 
would like to help serve, contact Barb 
Beall at beaschwa87@yahoo.com or 
call 716.479.5794 

 

Save the Dates 

June 
3 Session 
5 Chiavetta’s 
9 Church picnic 
 Last day of two worship services 
15 Congregational Work Morning 
16 Summer worship begins: one service at 

9:30 a.m. 
24 Dress-a-Girl 
25 Primary election 
 Prepare FONP 
July 
4 Office closed 
8-12 FANA Spanish Camp 
16-20 Youth Triennium 
August 
5 Session 
19-23 VBS 
 

For more calendar items visit 
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-
star/ 

mailto:anneisenlord@roadrunner.com
mailto:beaschwa87@yahoo.com
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
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Newsletter (North Star) 
You can submit story ideas to 
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/wee
kly-bulletin-and-north-star/ as well as e-
mailing it to n.church@verizon.net. The 
newsletter is produced in March, June, 
September, and December. The 
newsletter is available online but we are 
happy to mail it to you if you wish. Please 
call the office if you want it mailed to you. 
THE NEXT DEADLINE IS AUGUST 
15, 2018. 

 
Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/northchurch
williamsville?ref=hl 

 
Bulletin 

If you have an announcement, please e-
mail n.church@verizon.net by noon on 

Wednesday or submit it to 
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/wee
kly-bulletin-and-north-star/ 

 
Weekly E-mail Blasts 

This church-wide e-mail generally goes 
out on Thursday evening. If you are 
not receiving this communication but 
would like to, e-mail n.church@verizon.net 
to be added. 

 
Phone 

Your call is very important to us. We try 
to take every call but if we missed yours, 
please leave a message at 716.632.1330. 
We make every effort to return your call 
within 24 hours or less.  
 Phone Extensions: 

21  Office/Cynthia Machamer 
22 Pastor/Bill Hennessy 
26 Facilities/Mike Callaghan 

 24 Organist/Marlene Harrington 
29 Bookkeeper/Karen Thomas 
631-0979 Resource Center 

 
Church Address 
300 N. Forest Rd., Williamsville, NY 14221 
Office is open M-Th. 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
and Friday 8:30 a.m.-noon. 

 

http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
mailto:n.church@verizon.net
https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville?ref=hl
https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville?ref=hl
mailto:n.church@verizon.net
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
mailto:n.church@verizon.net

