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 How do we imagine a new world? Over and over in scripture we’re told God is about to 

do something new. Some new thing is on the horizon. Is that just cheerleading, are they just 

empty words of encouragement meant to coax the people through another calamity? Are they 

just setting the people up for one disappointment after another? Or do they mean something 

tangible, something we can wrap our arms around?  

 

 The descriptions used by the prophets, by people like Isaiah, are often amazingly 

concrete. “I will make rivers in the desert, water in the wilderness.” God isn’t going to whisk 

them away to some magical kingdom; God is going to make the world they live in a new place. 

It’s a promise that is unfolding before their eyes. They have spent a generation in exile and now 

they are returning home. That was a dream they never thought possible, yet it was happening. If 

that was possible then what else could they expect? 

 

 God invites them to imagine a new world and then…to build it. God isn’t in the business 

of handing out pipedreams. God calls the people out to participate in a new reality. “Do not 

remember the former things or consider the things of old. Now it springs forth.” And then the 

question is asked that makes all the difference: “Do you not perceive it?” Can’t you see it? Look 

around you at the changes that have already happened; can’t you see something new emerging? 

 

 Our failure to see prevents us from pursuing God’s vision. We’re given one chance after 

another to build a new world, yet we remain blind. Over the last few weeks as we’ve learned 

about the history of race in our country and the ways it’s been used to keep people separated and 

bound to a history of oppression, we’re also being given a chance to envision something new. By 

learning the roots of our racist condition we can begin to heal it. As one historian of science put 

it, we created race and we can dismantle it.  

 

 We can also dismantle the social system we’ve built around race. Recently I’ve learned 

about the work of the Racial Equity Roundtable. It’s made up of a group of leaders from diverse 

areas of life in Buffalo, representing the broad ethnic and racial diversity of our region. They’ve 

created a report that lays out the realities of our community. In their words, “We live in separate 

and unequal neighborhoods, attend inequitable schools, and have inequitable access to jobs, 

housing, parks, entertainment and services. Outdated and misguided policies of a much different 

past divided us by race, class, and ethnicity.” The Roundtable believes that creating the 

conditions to bring equity of opportunity to those who have been denied it will strengthen our 

whole region and set us all on a path to prosperity.  

 

 They have a vision. And it sounds to me like their vision is compatible with God’s.  

 

 But I’m sure not everyone can see it. Sometimes we become so mired in the way things 

are that contradictory voices or actions are imperceptible. I think that may be what Jesus is trying 

to get across to Judas in this scene from John’s gospel. This is a story that is found in the other 



gospels, but not quite like this. In the other gospels the woman is unnamed and all the disciples 

are aghast at her waste of money. The writer of John says it’s only Judas who doesn’t 

understand. And of course his motives are sinful. Judas embodies all those who fail to see when 

something new is happening. For them the world is entirely transactional, every action measured 

for how it might benefit them. But Mary sees what’s springing forth. She sees what Jesus’ life 

has meant and what his death will mean. She wants to stand in that place between heaven and 

hell where life and death meet so transformation can happen. 

 

 We can moralize all we want about Judas, but the truth is we tend to act just like him. 

God calls us to focus on the vision and all we can see is the cost. God invites us to find water in 

the wilderness and we just wander around in the heat. But the rivers are flowing all over if we 

can open our eyes to them. Water is gushing in abundance if we’re willing to put aside our fears 

and our prejudices and our doubts. Something new is taking hold, something amazing is on the 

horizon. We can be a part of that change. We can participate in what God is doing within us and 

among us. But we have to open our eyes to see God’s vision unfolding. In an article titled: “This 

is what an antiracist America would look like. How do we get there?” for a series called 

Antiracism and America, author Ibram X. Kendi writes, “What about an antiracist society where 

racism is no longer intersecting with other bigotries to manipulate people away from their self 

interests? Where we reframe the achievement gap as the opportunity gap? Where love and hope 

guide us instead of fear and white fragility? Where we recognize biological and behavioral group 

sameness? Where we level color and cultural group difference? Where native and immigrant 

become one? Where we all can be fully human through embracing humanity fully?”
*
 That’s a 

vision we can participate in—a vision we can wrap our arms around. 

 

 We need to join in efforts like the Racial Equity Roundtable; we need to open our hearts 

and our minds to new ways of being a church, new uses of our resources, new relationships with 

Jewish, Muslim, Sikh and Hindu neighbors. If we want to see what God has in store for us, what 

is springing forth, then we need to join the movement of God’s Spirit all around us. We can be 

God’s people finding freedom and starting fresh. We can be Mary washing Jesus’ feet and 

honoring his sacrifice. Can’t you see it? Can’t you see the possibilities all around us? God is 

making something new and calling us to build it. 

 

Amen 

                                                 
*
 https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/dec/06/antiracism-and-america-white-
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