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God Sees Light in Us, not Darkness 
 

 

he season of Christmas and Epiphany 

celebrates the joyful arrival of Light in a 

world of darkness. It’s tied, as similar 

celebrations are in most religions, to the cycle 

of the seasons. The winter solstice marks the 

longest night in the year and from that point on 

light grows as daylight lengthens. But of course, 

also as in all religions, the cycle of light and 

darkness in nature is a metaphor for the light 

and darkness we carry within ourselves.  

 

Traditional Christian doctrine holds that 

because of Original Sin our true nature is 

darkness. Light must force its way on us 

through a drastic divine action to overcome the 

darkness of our souls. That orthodoxy doesn’t 

square very well, in my opinion, with the 

message of the gospel. If we read the birth 

stories closely in Matthew and Luke, we 

discover an affirmation of our nature that 

traditional doctrine has tended to deny.  

 

Mary is approached by a messenger of God and 

responds happily with, “let it be with me 

according to your word.” In Matthew’s version 

when Joseph, Mary’s betrothed, learns of her 

pregnancy, his first reaction is to dismiss her 

quietly, an unusual response for a man in an 

honor/shame-based culture. So we already have 

insight into the condition of his soul even before 

he, too, is visited by God’s messenger and 

agrees to carry out his promise to Mary.  
(continued on page 3) 
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On November 18, the Children’s & Youth 

Choir, directed by Alanna Carlins, gave the 

congregation a preview of the Christmas 

Pageant. Be sure to attend on Sunday, 

December 16 at 10:15 a.m. or 4:00 p.m. For 

more information, contact Alanna at 

alannaloren@yahoo.com or call the church 

office. 

mailto:alannaloren@yahoo.com
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“Our trouble isn’t that 

we are dark by nature, 

but that we resist the 

light within us; our true 

nature is forgotten.”—

Pastor Hennessy 

(continued from page 1) 

 

In Luke’s story when Jesus is born there’s no 

mention of wrath or retribution, no hint that 

God is angry or displeased with humanity. 

There is only joy: joy for Mary and Joseph, joy 

for the 

shepherds, joy 

for Simeon and 

Anna at the 

temple. This is 

not a story of 

how God will 

punish us for 

who we are; it’s 

a story of God’s 

affirmation of 

who we are and 

who we could be. God sees light in us, not 

darkness.  
 

Our trouble isn’t that we are dark by nature, 

but that we resist the light within us; our true  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

nature is forgotten. Jesus’ birth, God entering 

the world, is God’s “yes!” to who we are, God’s 

affirmation of our true nature. 

 

The challenge for us is to live that truth fully. 

We no longer 

need to hide 

in the dark; 

we no longer 

need to give 

in to our 

darker 

impulses; we 

are people of 

light. God 

knows that 

and so should 

we. 
 

Peace to you 

this Christmas 

and in the New 

Year! 

 

Pastor Bill 
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Stewardship:  
Pledges Make a 
Difference in 
Church Planning 
 
We are grateful for everyone who has 
responded to the Together We Are North giving 
opportunity. Receiving your pledge card 
indicating how you plan to support the life and 
ministry of North Church in 2019 helps us plan 
the church budget. 
 
It is not too late to indicate how you wish to 
give back to North in the New Year. We need 
to hear from you. If you are intending to give, 
but haven’t had the chance yet, please try to do 
that by year’s end.  
 
Our congregation is naturally generous. We 
learn that time and again through your response 
to special offerings and other mission efforts. 
The foundation for our mission—our worship, 
our education program, and our outreach in the 
community—lies with the support we receive 
for our ongoing operating costs.  
 
We encourage you to visit 
https://wordpress.com/post/northchurchwilli
amsville.org/13363 to read more about 
stewardship at North, or call the church office 
at 716.632.1330. 

 

Ways to Give to North 
Our financial gifts to North support the day-to-
day, week-to-week activities of the church— 
worship services, Christian education, 
nurturing others during difficult and good 
times, and serving others in need. You can 
make your gifts to North in the following ways: 

o Cash 

o Check (The church’s mailing 

address is 300 N. Forest Rd., 

Williamsville, NY 14221.) 

o Credit card (through North’s 

online giving page) 

o ACH (through your bank or 

through the church’s website) 

o Charitable IRA Distribution 

(Consult your financial advisor 

about this.) 

https://wordpress.com/post/northchurchwilliamsville.org/13363
https://wordpress.com/post/northchurchwilliamsville.org/13363
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o Appreciated stock (Contact the 

church office for electronic 

transfer details.) 

o A planned gift through your 

will, insurance policy or 

retirement fund (Consult your 

attorney or  financial/tax 

advisor for specific details 

concerning your estate plans.) 

If you would like a summary of your 2018 
giving to date, please contact Karen Thomas, 
church accountant/bookkeeper, at the church. 
In January 2019, donation statements will be 
sent to those who made gifts totaling $100 or 
more in 2018. 
 
 

Including North in 
Your Estate Planning 
This is a joyous time of the year when we 
celebrate the birth of Jesus and reflect on all 
those blessings which bring us hope and 
comfort like family, friends and very 
importantly your church family. Please take a 
moment and reflect on the many ways the 
church plays a role in your life and your vision 
of the impact it could have in the lives of those 
who follow.     
 
You can help ensure North’s future by making a 
planned gift using your will. A pamphlet titled 

Remembering North with a 
Legacy Gift in the 
literature rack near the 
Church office provides 
more detail. Please pick 
up a copy and look it 
over. If you have a 
general question, please 
leave a message in the 
church office and 
someone will contact you.   
 
By including North you can ensure the Church 
will   

 have a secure source of funds to 

support its ministries, 

 be able to meet unexpected needs, 

 have the resources to supplement the 

annual budget during periods of 

financial stress, and  

 enable the Church to capitalize on 

future opportunities. 

 
You should consult your attorney or 
financial/tax advisor for specific details 
concerning estate planning. Thank you and God 
bless! 
 

(Image above is a stock photo used with permission.) 
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Honorary Life Memberships 
 
By Sue D’Angelo 
“The Honorary Life Membership to 
Presbyterian Women is given to men and 
women who have exemplified faithful service. 
In my 40-plus years as a member of this 
church, I’ve been inspired by the creativity, 
energy, and plain old hard work of so many 
dedicated folks. The people we honor today 
(Sunday, October 21, 2018) certainly fall into 
that category. 
 
“The first person we are honoring has served 
on the Sessions of at least two churches. At 
North, she has worked on Service Sunday, 
Chiavetta’s dinners, stewardship drives, and 
many other functions. 
 
“She has served on three Administrative 
Commissions for the Presbytery of WNY and 
is currently serving on a task force revising 
the bylaws for the Presbytery. 
 
“Recently, she served for the past two years  
as co-convener of Niagara, Northeastern 
Branch of Presbytery. She is  past moderator 
of the Presbytery of WNY. She serves on the 
Board of Directors of Presbyterian Senior 
Care, and is currently the Chair. She is 
currently serving on the Finance and Planned 
Giving Committees and serves as NPC 
treasurer.Please join me in honoring Mary 
Beth Karr. 
 

“The last few years have given us some 
challenges in our journey together as a church 
family. The second person we are honoring 
today has faced those challenges head-on and 
implemented his expertise and administrative 
gifts in formulating solutions to those 
challenges.  
 
“He is currently serving on Session and has 
taken on many extra duties. 
He has served on various stewardship 
campaigns. He has identified areas of need and 
proposed creative and workable solutions to 
those problems, such as identifying 
underutilized areas of the building and 
personally preparing those areas to be 
acceptable and marketable rental spaces. He 
has also recruited and established ongoing 
relationships with current and potential 
tenants. 
 
“He has spent countless hours taking 
inventory and preparing and selling off years 
of accumulated church “treasures.” He has 
even painted rooms to prepare them for 
rental. He has served on and currently serves 
on the Nominating Committee. He serves on 
Friends of Night People. He has worked on 
many fundraisers, especially recent 
Chiavetta’s barbecues. Please join me in 
thanking Joe Alber for all he has done.” 
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Presbyterian Women began the tradition in 1912 of 
awarding these lifetime memberships as a way of 
honoring church members for their commitment to 
Christ and the mission of the church, as well as the 
purposes of Presbyterian Women, which are: to 
nurture faith through prayer and Bible study, to 
support the mission of the church worldwide, to work 
for justice and peace, and to build an inclusive, 
caring community of women that strengthens the 
PC(USA) and witnesses to the promise of God’s 
Kingdom.  

 
Deacon Spotlight: 
Heather Randall 
By Cynthia Machamer 
Fifteen years ago Heather Randall was looking 
for a church home. She found North on the web 
and decided to visit. North Presbyterian Church 
impressed her with music—a French horn trio 
was playing that day—and the preaching. 
She came for song and sermon; she stayed 
because she says she has found North to be a 
caring community, and she feels that Pastor 
Hennessy cares for people and is always there 
when they need him. 
 
Two years ago, when her husband, Paul, passed 
away, she needed her church family more than 
ever. The Randalls had been married for 30 
years. Heather described Paul as a man of 
strong faith, wisdom, a great sense of humor, 

 
Besides being a deacon, Heather is an alto 
in the Adult Choir and plays bells with the 
Celebration Ringers. 
 
and her best friend. She is grateful for the years 
they had and says her children, all boys ranging 
in age from 43 to 50, are what she’s most proud 
of when she reflects on her life. “And they are 
the reasons I have all this gray hair,” she 
chuckles.  
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No one wears gray better than Heather. But 
even more than her hair, what stands out about 
this deacon is her radiant smile. It is infectious, 
and her heart is unfailingly kind. She is in her 
second stint as a deacon at North and it’s no 
wonder: caring for others is what she does best. 
It just comes naturally. She has served on 
Pastoral Care, Friends of Night, and 
administered Communion to the Furthest Pew. 
Heather enjoyed her time in the Martha and 
Sarah circles. 
 
Besides being a deacon, Heather is an alto in the 
Adult Choir and plays bells with the 
Celebration Ringers. She very much enjoys 
what music contributes to worship, and she is 
an important member of North’s musical scene.  
Heather graduated from SUNY Potsdam’s 
Crane School of Music with a Bachelor of 
Science in Music Education. She directed a 
church choir for 25 years and a children’s choir 
for a decade. At North she filled in as pianist 
during the early worship service.  
But there’s much more to this petite and 
charming deacon. 
 
When it’s warm she plays golf two times a 
week. “I’m not very good,” she says, “but I love 
to play.” She is a member of her alma mater’s 
music sorority and enjoys this connection to her 
past. Heather gets together at least quarterly 
with a circle of friends from high school.  
When I asked her who from her life, living or 
dead, she would interview if she could, she 
didn’t hesitate to say Norman Vincent Peale, a 
minister best known for his best-selling book, 
The Power of Positive Thinking.  

“He was a friend of my father’s,” she said, “and 
he baptized me as an infant in 1942 at a 
Methodist church in Olean, NY.” She recalls 
that her mother told her she cried throughout 
the whole event. 
 
If Dr. Peale is the originator of the positive 
thinking movement, Heather is the 
embodiment of it. She hopes that she has been 
able to encourage friends and family along the 
way, and I am positive, beyond any doubt, that 
she most certainly has.  
 

Session Spotlight: 
Ralph Doerzbacher 
By Cynthia Machamer 
He may resemble the fairy tale character 
Rumpelstiltskin in physical appearance, but the 
similarities end there. Where Rumpelstiltskin is 
self-serving, Ralph Doerzbacher, is anything 
but. Where Rumpelstiltskin is insincere, Ralph 
fully engages with people in whatever situation 
he finds himself. 
 
Since coming to North Presbyterian Church five 
years ago, Ralph has jumped right into the fray, 
serving on Property Committee and on Session. 
He is a “frequent flyer” in the building during 
weekdays, helping to reassemble the boiler and 
undertaking various other projects. He lends his 
hands and his heart wherever it is needed. 
Retired from the Ohio National Guard after 26 
years of service, Ralph dedicates himself to 
staying physically active. He runs every day 
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with his four-legged companion Chloe, a rescue 
dog he has had for two years. 
 
“She keeps me going,” he says. Ralph takes 
pride in the fact that she is now well-trained 
and has to earn her food by showing proficiency 
in multiple acts such as sitting, spinning, or 
dancing. As of yet, however, he has not taught 
her how not to run away. He says she has run 
away 11 times in two years. Each time Ralph 
rescues her, perhaps running a little faster. This 
Jack Russell terrier mix is no run-of-the mill 
pooch; she can probably read this article on her 
master. 
 

 
Canine companion Chloe keeps Ralph on his toes. 
 
Ralph also enjoys looking after his and his wife, 
Meg’s, apartment and making dinner. He has 

the luxury of time to do this while she is busy 
pursuing more education in nursing. They have 
been married for 35 years and their children—a 
boy and a girl—are grown and living on their 
own. 
 
Three times a year Ralph becomes a Union 
soldier as part of the Third Pennsylvania 
Volunteer Battery B Battalion, reenacting Civil 
War battles in such well-known places as 
Gettysburg. Although he describes himself as 
cheap—and his cell phone’s battered and 
broken cover may prove his point—he says his 
hobby is not cheap nor is it easy. “You need 
seven people to man one gun,” he says. 
Ralph is also a lifetime member of the National 
Speleological Society. Basically, that means 
Ralph likes caves. He especially likes exercising 
in caves.  
 
Ralph is a perfect example that you cannot 
judge a book by its cover. Rumpelstiltskin he is 
not. When he and Meg were looking for a 
church, Ralph wanted a little white church. “I 
like little white churches,” he says. North 
assuredly is not this. But what it is, is what 
keeps Ralph here.  
 
“My mother was born Presbyterian; I am 
Presbyterian. I will always be Presbyterian,” he 
says. “I go to church because I want to be with 
other Christians.” He believes that the people at 
North try diligently to practice what they say 
they believe. For him, this is far more 
important than the exterior of the building. 
Truly, what matters, is on the inside. 
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Christmas Pageant 
Arrest These Merry Gentlemen will be presented on 

Sunday, December 16, at 10:15 a.m. and 4:00 

p.m. by our Children’s & Youth Choir. 

Rehearsal is each Sunday morning beginning at 

9:15 a.m., in the north basement, and on 

Saturday, December 15, from 3-5 p.m. (dress 

rehearsal) in the sanctuary. If you have any 

questions, please contact director Alanna 

Carlins.  

 

 
Worship Services on  
Christmas Eve  
On Monday, December 24, we will have 
Christmas Eve services at 4:00 and 10:00 p.m. 
Communion will be served at the latter service. 
(The church office is closed on Christmas Day 

and on Wednesday, December 26.) Please note 
that on Sunday, December 30, there is only one 
service, at 10:15 a.m. 

 
Poinsettias Honor Loved Ones   
This time of year is a wonderful time to 
remember someone you love with a beautiful 
plant—and it helps North Church make the 
sanctuary beautiful for the holidays. If you 
would like to honor, celebrate, or 
memorialize a loved one, simply fill out a 
form at church. Plants are still only $10 each. 
You must place your order by Monday, 
December 17. (Poinsettias may be taken 
home after church on Sunday, Dec. 30.) 
There is only one service that day, at 10:15 
a.m. 
 

 
Turkey Ministry 2018 

It took many hands and a ton of food to 
prepare the turkey baskets for more than 500 
hungry local families. We offer a heartfelt 
thank you to everyone who had a part in this 
year’s ministry. You helped gather and sort all 
the fixings, gave cash donations, loaded 



11 

 

 

 

 

 

baskets into vehicles, donated frozen turkeys, 
and did whatever else needed doing. 
Congregation Shir Shalom, Temple Beth 
Zion, Williamsville East High School, L & M 
Financial, Goldberg Segalla, Girl Scouts, and 
Boy Scouts were all wonderful partners with 
North in this ministry. A very special thank 
you to Anne McIlroy, who has spearheaded 
this ministry for countless years, and to Tim 
and Debbie Hutton, who are learning the 
ropes and have taken on leadership of this 
ministry. Together we are North! 

 

 
 

 

What’s the Difference between 
Gorilla Glue and Guerilla 
Marketing? 
Gorilla glue holds things together and has 
nothing to do with the following subject. 
Guerilla marketing is an advertising strategy to 
promote a product or service with little or no 
money. This requires getting someone’s 
attention…namely, yours! 

 
North 
Church has 
several 
unused 
offices that 
are available 
for leasing 

by suitable tenants. The rooms have been 
cleaned, freshly painted, and are ideal work 
spaces. Successfully leasing these rooms will 
generate additional revenue for the church and 
offset the expense borne by heating and 
otherwise maintaining these unused areas in the 
building. 
 
If you know of an individual or organization 
looking for reasonably priced space, please 
contact the Church Office at 716.632.1220 or 
n.church@verizon.net with the information 
and someone will follow-up on the lead. Not-
for-profit organizations are ideal candidates, but 
other entities or individuals certainly will be 
considered. The vetting process includes a 
review of any potential tenant and approval by 
Session prior to the signing of a lease. 
 

Photos: 
The McIlroys 
(previous 
page); Tim 
Hutton (left) 
and Debbie 
Hutton 

mailto:n.church@verizon.net
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Our True North 
Ephesians 6:18 tells us “pray in the Spirit at all 
times in every prayer and supplication. To that 
end keep alert and always persevere in 
supplications for all the saints. Pray also for 
me…” So Paul instructed the Christians at 
Ephesus, and so we pray for one another.  
At North Church we find our true selves and 
become most like Christ when we persevere 
and hold each other up in love and prayer.  
 
Please pray for: 
The families of Jefferson Simmons, who 
passed away on October 5, 2018; Bob 
Kelso, who passed away on October 15, 
2018; Ed “Butch” Eisenlord Jr. on 
November 19, 2018; and Bruce Buyers on 
November 28, 2018. 
 

If you would like to submit a joy or concern for this column, 
please email n.church@verizon.net or call the church office at 
716.632.1330. 

Book Groups 

Two book groups meet regularly each month 
in the church library at 10:00 a.m. on the 
third Wednesday and at 1:00 p.m. on the 
fourth Wednesday. Come, read with us! 

Dress-a-Girl  
Seamstresses, doll makers, ironers, cutters, and 
runners: come sew with us! Meetings occur the 
fourth Monday of each month from 4:00-8:00 
p.m. (but not in December). Stay for the whole 
time or for as long as you can. Please bring a 
salad ingredient for our build-a-salad supper. 
Dessert and beverages will be provided.  

Friends of Night People 
We serve a meal at Friends of Night People at 
394 Hudson St., Buffalo, the fourth Tuesday of 
every month.  

 At 8:00 a.m. that day, volunteers 
prepare the meal in the kitchen at 
North Church. If you can help one 
time or regularly, please contact Ann 
Eisenlord at 716.632.7487 or 
anneisenlord@roadrunner.com.  

 That evening from about 4:30-7:00, 
volunteers help serve the meal. If you 
would like to help serve, contact Barb 
Beall at beaschwa87@yahoo.com or 
call 716.479.5794. 

 
We do not serve Friends of Night People in December. 

 
Chair Yoga  
Everyone is invited to come to chair yoga at 
North Church offered by Olivia Ebsary. 
Chair yoga meets nearly every Monday and 
Wednesday from 10:15-11:00 a.m. in 
Westminster Hall. Donations are welcome and 
some insurance accepted.  

  

mailto:n.church@verizon.net
mailto:anneisenlord@roadrunner.com
mailto:beaschwa87@yahoo.com
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North Star Deadlines 
November 15 

FEBRUARY 15 
May 15 

August 15 

 
 

Save the Dates 
December 
16 Christmas Pageant at 

10:15 a.m. & 4:00 
p.m. 

22 Carol Band 
rehearsal/Sanctuary 

24 Worship at 4:00 (Jazz) 
& 10:00 p.m. 
(Communion) 

25-26  
Church Office closed 

28 Chair Yoga (no class 
on 12/14, 12/16, and 
12/31) 

30 One service at 10:15 
a.m. 

 
 
January 2019 
1 Church Office closed 

for holiday 
6 Communion 
12 Breakfast Series at 

North 
27 Annual Meeting 
 
February 
3 Communion 
9 Breakfast Series: 

Amherst PC 
15 North Star deadline 
 
 

For more calendar items visit 
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-
star/ 
 
 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
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Newsletter (North Star) 
You can submit story ideas to 
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/wee
kly-bulletin-and-north-star/ as well as e-
mailing it to n.church@verizon.net. The 
newsletter is produced in March, June, 
September, and December. The 
newsletter is available online but we are 
happy to mail it to you if you wish. Please 
call the office if you want it mailed to you. 
THE NEXT DEADLINE IS 
FEBRUARY 15, 2019. 

Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/northchurch
williamsville?ref=hl 

Sunday Bulletin 
If you have an announcement, please e-
mail n.church@verizon.net by noon on 
Wednesday or submit it to 
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/wee
kly-bulletin-and-north-star/ 

Weekly E-mail Blasts 
This church-wide e-mail generally goes 
out on Thursday evening. If you are 
not receiving this communication but 
would like to, e-mail 
n.church@verizon.net to be added. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone 
Your call is very important to us. We try 
to take every call but if we missed yours, 
please leave a message at 716.632.1330. 
We make every effort to return your call 
within 24 hours or less.  
 Phone Extensions: 

21 Office & Webmaster/Cynthia 
Machamer 

22 Pastor/Bill Hennessy 
26 Facilities/Mike Callaghan 

 24 Organist/Marlene Harrington 
29 Bookkeeper/Karen Thomas 
631-0979 Resource Center 
       

The staff members listed below do not keep regular office 
hours and cannot be reached at the church with their 
own extensions; however, you may leave a message for 
them with the office administrator: Alanna Carlins, 
children’s choir director; Olivia Ebsary, sacred arts; 
Kurt Ebsary, music assistant; Regina Koteras, 
childcare; and Mack Barker, shared youth director. 

 

Contact Information 
300 North Forest Rd., Williamsville, NY 

14221, (716) 632-1330; fax (716) 632-1332 
Office Hours: M-Th: 8:30AM-3:00PM;  

F: 8:30AM-12:00PM; 
www.northchurchwilliamsville.org 

E-mail: n.church@verizon.net 

http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
mailto:n.church@verizon.net
https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville?ref=hl
https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville?ref=hl
mailto:n.church@verizon.net
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
mailto:n.church@verizon.net
file:///C:/Users/NPC/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Word/www.northchurchwilliamsville.org
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