
North Presbyterian Church 
3rd Sunday of Advent: Joy 

December 16, 2018   10:15 a.m. 
 

 

 
 



 
WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD 

 

Prelude      O Little Town of Bethlehem             arr. Marohnic 
 

Greeting, Welcome, and Opportunities for Discipleship   
Welcome visitors! If you feel comfortable, please introduce yourself at this time. 
We are glad you are here. We hope you will fill out the friendship pad (in the 
pew holder) to help us get acquainted. Please join us for coffee hour after the 
service.                                 Everyone—please silence your cell phones. 

 

Call to Worship 
The Lord has done great things for us! 
And we are filled with joy! 
Our God has turned our weeping into singing, 
our tears into songs of joy! 
O Christ of God, come anew in our hearts this day, 
and remain in us forever. 

 

*Hymn 137                  He Came Down! 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

Call to Confession      
 

Prayer of Confession 
O God, you are always true to us in love and we are left needing to say we are 
sorry. Forgive us when we fail to remain faithful to you and one another; 
forgive us when we fail to remember those who are poor or broken; forgive us 
when we fail to cherish creation. Help us to live in hope, to walk in peace, and 
to sing with joy as we make our way to Bethlehem; through Christ our Lord we 
pray. Amen. 
 

Silent Confession    (A time for personal confession of sin) 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness      
Hear the good news! 
God loves us. God forgives us. 

 



*Response               Hymn 110, vs. 3 
Love has come and never will leave us! 

Love is life everlasting and free. 
Love is Jesus within and among us. 

Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas. 
Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 

                                             
*Passing of the Peace        

Having received Christ’s peace, let us share it by turning to our neighbors and greeting them, saying “May 
the peace of Christ be with you!”  

 

WE RESPOND AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 

Offering Offertory: God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen  arr. Carter 
 

*Doxology       (tune: Truro Hymn 93) 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all people here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 …and now we pray: 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 



WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Children’s Christmas Pageant                 Arrest These Merry Gentlemen 
     (see bulletin insert) 
 

WE DISPERSE TO SERVE GOD IN THE WORLD 
 

*Recessional Hymn 134 Joy to the World 
 

*Charge and Benediction 
 

*Postlude                Joy to the World       Handel arr. Carter 
 

*Those who are able, please stand. 
 
 
 
 
 

Recycle Pageant Bulletin 
On your way out of the sanctuary this morning, please recycle the Pageant 
Bulletin (insert) and place it in the basket on the table to the left as you exit. 
Thank you!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HAPPENING AT 300 NORTH FOREST ROAD 
Sunday, December 16 

8:30am  Worship/Chapel 

9:00am  Adult Ed./Lib.; Bible Study/RC 

9:15am  Children’s Choir/N101 

10:15am  Pageant/Sanctuary 

11:30am            Nominations Comm./Lib. 

4:00pm  Pageant/Sanctuary 

Monday, December 17 

10:15am  Chair yoga/WH 

11:30am Staff Christmas party—church 

office closed for the afternoon 

7:00pm  Property/Lib. 

Wednesday, December 19 

10:00am  Book group/Lib. 

10:15am  Chair yoga/WH 

7:00pm  Mindfulness/Chapel 

Thursday, December 20 

6:30pm  Handbells/Sanctuary 

7:30pm  Adult Choir/ Sanctuary 

Saturday, December 22 

2-4pm Carol Band 

rehearsal/Sanctuary 

Sunday, December 23 

8:30am  Worship/Chapel 

9:00am  Bible Study/RC 

10:15am  Worship/Sanctuary 

11:30am            Nominations Comm./Lib. 

Monday, December 24 

4:00pm Worship (carol band, 

jazz)/Sanctuary 

10:00pm Worship 

(communion)/Sanctuary 

Tuesday, December 25 Merry 

Christmas! 

Wednesday, December 26 

Church office closed 

6-9pm Improv/N109 

7-9pm Mindfulness/Chapel 

Friday, December 28 

10:15am Chair yoga/WH 

Sunday, December 30 

No 8:30 service 

10:15am Worship/Sanctuary 

Tuesday, January 1, 2019  Happy New Year! 

Church office closed 

Want to see more calendar events? Go to 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-

north-star/. If you see an error or want to add an event, 

please e-mail n.church@verizon.net.  

EGA—Embroidery Guild 

GS—Girl Scouts 

DR—Dickinson Room  

FJC—Family Justice Center 

FONP—Friends of Night People 

Kit—Kitchen 

LE3—Before and After School Program 

Lib—Library 

Ofc—Church Office 

RC—Resource Center  

WH—Westminster Hal

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
mailto:n.church@verizon.net


UNUSED OFFICES AVAILABLE FOR LEASING 

North Church has several unused offices that are available for leasing by suitable tenants. The 

rooms have been cleaned, freshly painted, and are ideal work spaces. Successfully leasing 

these rooms will generate additional revenue for the church and offset the expense borne by 

heating and otherwise maintaining these unused areas in the building. Not-for-profit 

organizations are ideal candidates, but other entities or individuals certainly will be 

considered. The vetting process includes a review of any potential tenant and approval by 

Session prior to the signing of a lease. 

 

If you know of an individual or organization looking for reasonably priced space, please 

contact the Church Office at 716.632.1220 or n.church@verizon.net with the information and 

someone will follow-up on the lead.  

 
PLEDGE CARDS 

Our congregation is naturally generous. We see that time and again through your response 

to special offerings and other mission efforts. The foundation for our 

mission—our worship, our education program, and our outreach in 

the community—lies with the support we receive for our ongoing 

operating costs. It’s not too late to turn in your pledge card for 

2019. There are some available in the narthex, or if you want one to 

be mailed to you, please call the church office at 716.632.1330. 

 

CALLING NORTH CHURCH MUSICIANS 

Do you play an instrument? Here is a fun opportunity to be part of our Christmas Eve 

worship service and music at 4:0 p.m. Come rehearse with us on Saturday, December 22, at 

2:00 p.m. Contact Kurt Ebsary for more information at kebsary@gmail.com or 449-2145. 

 

THE GIVING TREE 

Today is the day for all the Giving Tree gifts to be returned; they will be delivered after the 

service. Please bring the items to the Dickinson Room. If you have a problem, please come 

mailto:n.church@verizon.net
mailto:kebsary@gmail.com


and speak to a Mission Committee member. Response to this project has been generous and 

recipient organizations are always appreciative. Thank you for making the holidays happy for 

families in our community. 

 

POINSETTIAS HONOR LOVED ONES   

This time of year is a wonderful time to remember someone you love with a beautiful plant—

and it helps North Church make the sanctuary beautiful for the 

holidays. If you would like to honor, celebrate, or memorialize a loved 

one, simply fill out a form at church. Plants are still only $10 each. You 

must place your order by Monday, December 17. (Poinsettias may be 

taken home after church on Sunday, Dec. 30.) There is only one service 

that day, at 10:15 a.m. 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES ON CHRISTMAS EVE DAY 

On Monday, December 24, we will have Christmas Eve services at 4:00 

and 10:00 p.m. Communion will be served at the latter service. (The 

church office is closed on Christmas Day and on Wednesday, 

December 26.) Please note that on Sunday, December 30, there is 

only one service, at 10:15 a.m. 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING 

The Mission Committee hopes you will give generously to the 2018 Christmas 

Offering. We have selected two established agencies that are working to make 

meaningful changes in the system and to assist those affected. The Migrant 

Families Relief Fund was created earlier this year to aid community-based 

organizations leading the effort to meet the growing needs of migrants. These 

agencies will use 100% of donations to work directly with migrants. Services 

provided include shelter, transportation, basic needs, and legal aid. The legal services will 

support migrant children separated from their families, asylum-seeking parents separated 



from their children, and assistance with bonds so migrants can be released from detention 

and reunited with their families.  

 

The Texas Civil Rights Project is made up of Texas lawyers serving the movement for 

equality and justice in and out of the courts. Among their many activities, they run a special 

initiative—Families Belong Together—fighting family separation and detention with litigation 

and education. It is this initiative that we will be supporting with our donations. 

 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

Adult Bible Study meets each Sunday from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Currently, we are studying 

themes from the Bible. Facilitators are volunteers. No books, study guides, or other 

preparations are required. 

 

BOOK GROUPS 

Everyone is invited to participate in a book group discussion. Below are the books and the 

meeting time/date. Book groups meet in the church library. 

December 19, at 10:00 a.m.: Siddhartha by Hermann Hesse 

January 23, at 1:00 p.m.: Eleanor Olephant Is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman 

 

CHAIR YOGA 

Everyone is invited to come to chair yoga at North Church offered by Olivia Ebsary. 

Chair yoga meets nearly every Monday and Wednesday from 10:15-11:00 a.m. in Westminster 

Hall. Donations are welcome and some insurance accepted.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mission Statement 

Brought together by our shared faith in  

Jesus Christ, 

Called by God to live as faithful disciples, 

Blessed by our diverse gifts and experiences, 

We commit ourselves to: 

Worship together, 

Teach and learn from one another, 

Nurture each other with care and love, and 

Reach out in ministry and mission to  

the world. 

(Adopted by the Session June 5, 2006) 

 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS TODAY 

Coordinator: Dick Mesmer   Counters: Tim Ayler, Brian Pettit 

Lock-up: Randy Bigler   Greeters: Deenie Miethaner, Ellen Stanclife 

Ushers: Mary Beth Karr & Joe Alber;  

Anne & Ken McIlroy 

       

VISITORS—You are important to us. Please fill out a visitor card and put it in the offering 

plate if you wish to be contacted. You may also approach an usher—likely wearing a yellow 

ribbon today—to find out more about North Church.  

 

MINISTERS: THE CONGREGATION 

Pastor/Head of Staff: The Rev. William T. Hennessy Coordinator of Sacred Arts: Olivia Ebsary 

Administrative Assistant/Webmaster: Cynthia Machamer Bookkeeper: Karen Thomas 

Facilities Coordinator: Mike Callaghan Childcare Supervisor: Regina Koteras 

Director of Music, Organist: Marlene Harrington Youth Director, Northtowns: Mack Barker 

Director of Music, Children & Youth: Alanna Carlins Musical Assistant: Kurt Ebsary 

 

Together We Are North 
 

Grounded in Faith, Growing to Serve 

  



ELDERS (SESSION) 

Clerk of Session:  

Sylvia Bigler 

Class of 2019 

Bill Clark 

Sue D’Angelo 

Marsha Villano 

 

Class of 2020 

Anselm George 

Warren Marcus 

Richard Mesmer 

Thomas Miller 

Rob Powell 

 

Class of 2021 

Joe Alber 

Mary Atwood 

Ralph Doerzbacher 

Debbie Hutton 

Marty Shafer 

 

DEACONS 

Moderator: Glenn Hopkins 

Class of 2019 

Karen Hopkins 

Sheridan Skura 

Carol Suckow 

 

Class of 2020 

Kerri Bigler 

Olivia Ebsary 

Heather Randall 

 

Class of 2021 

Chris Gunther 

Glenn Hopkins 

Garry Ostermeier 

Pam Ostermeier 

Karen Roesser 

 

 

 

 

LET’S CONNECT 

Website: https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville/ 

Phone: 716.632.1330 

Thursday e-blast and special announcements:  

Please make sure the church office has your email address if you wish to receive emails

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville/

