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 Does it seem odd to you that the disciples would be so protective of Jesus? I used to 

believe that they were reflecting what was common in first century Jewish society. My 

assumption was that children were given such low status that they weren’t considered worthy to 

approach a revered teacher. But actually that may have been more of a Roman value than a 

Jewish one. There’s plenty of evidence that Roman culture had a sort of utilitarian view toward 

children. Certainly among poorer people a child born with special needs may have been rejected 

and allowed to die. There’s also some evidence that female children were less valued than male 

children.  

 

 But that’s not at all the Jewish understanding. You don’t have to read far in Jewish 

scripture to learn that children are cherished and inherently valuable, and not valued only for 

what they can contribute. So I wonder if the disciples may be reflecting a more Roman attitude 

than a Jewish one, and that’s what Jesus finds offensive. For Jesus children are what the 

Kingdom of God is all about. He believes they have an innate attachment to the kingdom that 

allows them to experience God more directly than the adults around them.  

 

 We can relate to that. Many of us have stories of seeing in children an awareness of God 

that has largely been lost in ourselves. Adults have to work a lot harder at holding onto the 

kingdom. We often call it a loss of innocence; we’ve been through so much more disappointment 

that our capacity for hope has been diminished. But I’m not sure that’s all there is to it. I’ve seen 

kids living in poverty who still seem to have a greater capacity for joy than I do. I’m sure many 

of the children in Jesus’ day went to sleep hungry at night; I don’t think I ever have.  

 

 So maybe Jesus sees in children some natural openness to God’s kingdom. And when 

you think about it, everything that closes us off from awareness of God has to be taught. We 

have to learn prejudice and bigotry; we aren’t born with it. We have to learn our roles in society, 

learn to be sexist or racist; we aren’t born this way. But those views and attitudes cut us off from 

God’s kingdom. And as we teach them to our children, in time they lose sight of it, too.  

 

 I wonder, for instance, what children are learning from the Supreme Court confirmation 

process that’s just ended. We can think of that as a purely political process among adults that 

kids are oblivious to or we can see it as a microcosm of a broader reality. We live in a world 

where it often isn’t safe for women to come forward and share their experiences of sexual 

harassment or assault without risking being ridiculed or ignored. And even when a woman gives 

her testimony clearly and compellingly that’s no guarantee she’ll be believed. I realize we 

probably don’t all agree on this particular case, but that dynamic is played out over and over in 

our society. I fear we’re teaching our children that a woman’s testimony is less important than a 

man’s reputation. 

 

 That’s the world we’re giving our children. Jesus tells his disciples that it’s to children 

that God’s kingdom belongs. But it’s up to us to nurture that in them. When the disciples try to 

turn the children away, they’re squelching God’s kingdom, preventing its growth in the world. 



What they seem to miss over and over in Mark’s gospel is God’s kingdom requires something of 

us. It requires our cooperation and participation. It doesn’t just materialize out of nothing. It 

emerges through us.  

 

 But when we tie ourselves to unjust systems of power and allow hostility and fear to 

shape our behavior God’s kingdom is obscured and our children will lose sight of it. So long as 

we remain attached to sexist and racist assumptions about how we live together, who we are to 

one another, we will remain divided and our children will pay the price.  

 

 That’s the concern I hear in Paul’s words to the community in Corinth. He tells them 

reconciliation is at the heart of their faith. Reconciliation: the end of divisions along gender, race, 

and religion, wealth, heritage and education, all the ways we contrive to keep us separated and 

hostile. That’s the ministry we are called to carry into the world. It is the ministry of God’s 

kingdom; it is God’s new creation. What God has begun in Christ is continued through us. And 

it's up to us to pass that on to our children.  

 

 The ministry of reconciliation in a world filled with hostility and division is why we’re 

all here today and why this place, this community, matters. For me it boils down to what sort of 

world we want to give our children. Unless there’s a place where the forces of division are 

resisted through compassion and generosity and love, a place where every voice is valued and 

every person accepted, I don’t know how God’s new creation can ever emerge.  

 

 That doesn’t mean on our own we can usher in God’s kingdom. We point the way; we lift 

up the hope of something new. But without us, without our commitment to God’s kingdom, its 

emergence is less sure. And our children will be given a diminished world. So we teach our 

children, through words, but more through actions what God’s kingdom looks like within the life 

of North Church and through us in the world longing to be made new. 

 

Amen 


