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Scripture: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15; Mark 10:17-31 

 

 

 In First Timothy we can find what is probably the most misquoted passage of scripture: 

“For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil…” Often people say money itself is the 

root of evil, but money itself is neutral. It’s something we humans dreamed up to help us 

exchange goods with one another. It’s just a tool. Love of it, however, is often a problem. That’s 

a view Amos would agree with, I think. 

 

 Amos spoke at a time in Israel’s history when that society was experiencing deep division 

based on wealth. When the wealth distribution curve looks more like a champaign glass with 

most of it at the top instead of bell with most in the middle, it becomes unsustainable. Amos 

could see that happening and he could see how it was weakening the country, making it 

vulnerable to be overwhelmed by the forces of more powerful countries. He believed that was 

God’s punishment for their failure to keep Torah, their failure to care for the poor and provide 

justice for widows and orphans.  

 

 Of course Amos was completely rejected by the leaders. He wasn’t from Israel; he was 

from Judea, the southern kingdom, so considered an outside agitator. Leaders in a society like 

that are seldom willing to listen to voices that question their legitimacy. We see that every day 

among modern leaders. They don’t want to hear criticism of their attachment to wealth, not in 

Saudi Arabia, not in Russia and not here. Change won’t come from the top. It never does. 

 

 Change in a society has to come from below. It has to come from people discovering 

their true loyalties, what attachments they need in their lives to be truly faithful. That discovery 

begins with a willingness to look deeply at ourselves, to examine our core values and 

commitments. It takes a willingness to humble ourselves before a teacher who can help guide us 

to insight. That’s what the man does who goes to Jesus with his question about eternal life.  

 

 This story is touching. It’s about a man who is struggling with his sense of purpose and 

meaning. He’s looking for answers. This is a sincere encounter, not one of the tests we often find 

in the gospels. I think that may be why Jesus is said to love this man; he sees in him someone 

who is trying to grow, trying to peer behind the veil of orthodoxy and find the essence of his 

faith.  

 

 So when Jesus directs him back to Torah he’s disappointed. He doesn’t understand that 

he’s already on the path he needs to be to become truly faithful, to gain a whole and lasting life. 

But he wants more; he wants something deeper. And in that desire he may represent all of us. 

Aren’t we all longing for a deeper understanding? Don’t we all want to look behind the veil and 

strip away all the superficial trappings to find the essence of our faith? What do we really need to 

know? What do we really need to do?  

 

 Jesus instructs the man to sell everything he has, give it all to the poor and follow him. 

But it’s more than the man can do. I think Jesus is genuinely disappointed. He understands that 



certain limits prevent us from fully embracing the way. We all have those limits. We all have 

something in our lives we’re attached to and we can’t bring ourselves to let go. It may not be 

your possessions, maybe it’s your career or your social standing or your circle of friends. 

Whatever it is that’s holding you back from following in Jesus’ steps is what you’re called to let 

go.  

 

 But that’s not an easy thing to do or even discern. Are we all destined to walk away 

sadly, unable to let go? Is there no hope for any of us? That’s how the disciples feel. If a rich 

person can’t get into the kingdom, then how can anyone? What is it about our possessions, our 

standing, our money that makes it so hard? You’ll notice Jesus doesn’t really answer that 

question. He doesn’t spend any time speculating about us. He only makes it clear that nothing we 

do on our own can gain us entrance into the kingdom. Only our cooperating with God and 

seeking to live in God’s presence can get us there.  

 

 And when we yield ourselves to God’s presence, when we immerse ourselves in 

compassion and love and generosity, what we discover is all those attachments fall away. The 

things that were once important to us no longer have meaning. Augustine once said we should 

love God and do as we want. What he meant was, when love of God motivates us, then our 

desire will be God’s and not our own. 

 

 When that happens then society can be transformed. It begins with us. It’s not possible to 

legislate compassion or generosity. These things come from below; they come from our 

willingness to walk with humility and follow the path Jesus reveals to us. If our desire is to see 

justice for the most vulnerable, for refugees and immigrants, for people of color, for women 

whose voices have been silenced, then the path of compassion will allow us to stand with them 

and become the advocates needed to speak for those who have no voice. 

 

 In the end I think that’s what Amos is doing. He’s pointing a finger at injustice and 

standing beside the victims of his society. He’s inviting the leadership to do the same, but they 

refuse to hear him. He’s not preaching a message of justice only but of redemption. They can 

change the path they’re on: “Hate evil and love good, and establish justice in the gate; it may be 

that the Lord, the God of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.” (Amos 5:15) They 

can change. And so can we. Our society is redeemable if we’re willing to stand and insist our 

voices be heard, if our love for God compels us to drop our attachments and follow Jesus in the 

way of compassion and peace. 

 

Amen 


