Fall Preview: Service, Education,
Worship, and Fellowship

A

s the summer comes to a close, many of us might be wondering how it went by so
quickly. There are so many things to do, so many places to be, that it can feel just as
busy as any other time of year. For instance, here at North we’ve been launching a
new stewardship campaign called “Together We Are North.” Our hope is to encourage
everyone to think about what brings you here and what keeps you here. What is it about
North that’s unique and valuable? We’re hearing from folks who are involved in a variety of
areas in the church’s life such as music, mission, education and pastoral care. Each month
someone from one of these, or another ministry effort, will make a presentation during
worship to remind us of the variety of activities that happen year round.
In June I invited everyone to consider taking a bike ride this summer. I’ve been doing that
myself as much as I can and have managed to rack up around 800 miles. If the weather holds
out this fall, maybe I’ll make it to 1,000! I find it to be relaxing and invigorating at the same
time. After a long ride I feel refreshed even though I’m tired. It’s a strange paradox I think has
something to do with endorphins. But whatever the reason it’s enjoyable and I hope to
continue working on it.
I managed to read a couple of books over the summer. One in particular is a novel by Matt
Ruff titled Lovecraft Country. It’s set in the 1950’s and follows the adventures of an African
(continued on page 3)
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NPC members Mary Atwood (in pink shirt, center) and Marty
Shafer (far right), help Charlie get his craft assembled. Mary
and Marty were among more than 20 adults and youth
helpers—including Sara Koteras (in purple shirt)— who made
VBS possible from Aug. 20-24.
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American man named Atticus and how he and
his friends navigate their lives in Jim Crow
America while also encountering strange
characters in the vein of H. P. Lovecraft stories.
It’s not for everyone, but if you are familiar
with Lovecraft (who had many character failings
personally but was a brilliant story teller), you
might find it entertaining.
Looking forward to the fall, we are hosting a
breakfast on Saturday, September 22, along
with Amherst and Clarence Presbyterian
churches. The guest speaker is Mona
Abdulla, who is Yemeni and will share
with us the effects of the “Arab Spring”
on Yemen and help us better understand
the civil war that’s happening there. We
will offer a light breakfast for a $5
donation. In October the breakfast will
be hosted by the Amherst church and in
November by Clarence. I hope you can
make it out to any or all of these
breakfasts. It’s a great chance to meet folks
from our sister congregations and learn some
things along the way. Read more at
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/2018/08
/13/north-first-stop-for-breakfast-series/.
I’m looking forward to a fall filled with
opportunities for service, for education, for
worship and loving fellowship. I hope you are,
too, as we explore what it means to be a
community “grounded in faith, growing to
serve,” because Together we are North.
Peace,
Pastor Bill
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Mona Abdulla—Speaker, Breakfast Series,
September 22 at 9:00 a.m., North Church
A single mother of two teenage boys and the
daughter of Yemeni-American immigrant
parents, Mona Abdulla was born and raised in
Buffalo. She works full time as a job counselor
and part time in the community. She received
her B.A. degree in Psychology and her M.S.
degree in Higher Education and Student
Affairs from Buffalo State.
Mona is also a board member of the
Lackawanna School Board and loves being a
public servant. Some of her
accomplishments include:
being one of the first Yemeni
females in the WNY area to
attend college, the first ArabAmerican Muslim female in
the WNY area to hold public
office, and the first Muslim
female in the United States to
give the calling of the prayer in the first allfemale mosque in Los Angeles, Calif.
When Mona was a child, she remembers how
fun it was to grow up with two cultures.
Because of this, she feels she can easily connect
with people from various backgrounds. Being
able to view the world from different
perspectives has given her the passion to be a
voice for Arab Americans, women, and other
minority groups. Mona hopes to use this
insight to speak out against injustices and to
demand change. She would also like to
empower other women through her work.

Stewardship 2018:
Preserving What We Love

W

hen you think about North
Presbyterian Church, what comes
to mind? Musical offerings?
Sermons? Friends? Contributing to something
good and greater than yourself? Teaching and
learning?
These special “things”—whatever it is that helps
you feel connected to your church family—are
the reasons we
embark on a
stewardship
campaign every
year. It’s easy to
take our church
for granted
without
remembering
that our
existence must
be sustained
financially and
with gifts of
time and talents.
The term “stewardship” captures critical
elements of our life together at North: time,
talents, and treasures. At North we focus on all
three because one is not more important than
another. We need all three to have a wellrounded church that is positioned to make a
difference in a troubled world.
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Soon you’ll be hearing more about the
stewardship campaign—Together we are North—
and you will have a formal opportunity to
respond. When you receive your packet in the
mail, we hope you will read it carefully and
consider how you want to help sustain North
Church, so that the things you cherish may
continue to flourish.
Mark your
calendar for
Sunday,
October 28,
when we will
dedicate the
pledge cards
during worship.
Our hope is that
everyone will
participate,
whether through
indicating your
commitment to a
monetary gift or through giving your time or
sharing your talent.
As we seek to continue to be a vibrant
community of believers, we invite you to join
us in this exciting work of the church.

VBS 2018: Shining our Lights

F

rom August 20-24, North Church
welcomed some 27 children for “Solar
under the Sun” VBS. Activities included
fun, hands-on creations in solar activities and
creative arts and crafts, scripture verses that
reminded us to take care of our earth and to
help one another, music, snacks, and
recreation. A special speaker from Solar Liberty
told us all about solar energy and Bill Townsend
took us on a tour to explain why North Church
is a solar church.
We collected $75 to be given to Gerard Place,
a local organization that helps single-parent
families in times of need.
Thank you to the Hodson family for their
generous donation, which made it possible for
children to attend
free of charge.
Thank you to all the
volunteers who
prepared snacks
and provided
instruction to the
children. Thank
you to the VBS
team that
worked tirelessly
to plan a fun5

filled week. It was a wonderful week and a
great reminder that together, we can do
marvelous things. To see more photos, visit the
church website and Facebook.
Photos this page (taken by Cynthia Machamer)
Top—children model their solar bracelets
Left: Junior helpers Olivia (in purple jacket) and Erin
helped Lindsay McGuire with arts and crafts all week

For All the Saints
Written by Cynthia Machamer; illustrated by Gail Mazourek

L

ord of all hopefulness, here in this
place, I
need
thee every
hour. My
Lord, what a
morning! As
morning
dawns, you are
my strength
when I am
weak. Be thou
my vision or in
a deep,
unbounded
darkness,
when hands
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reach out and fingers trace, I will just be a
prophet-woman who
broke a jar.
I love to tell the
story and raise a
song of gladness. I
especially love to go
tell it on the
mountain where
shepherds lately
knelt, that glorious
things of thee are
spoken. Mothering
God, you gave me
birth, but when I
am tested, I try to
sing a song of the
saints of God.

And Lord, I am tested.
Lord, I want to be a Christian, but from the
rising of the sun in the singing sheaves of
wheat, my mind turns to other worldly
pursuits: I’m gonna eat at the welcome
table!
I know you satisfy the hungry heart—and
mine is always hungry—with the rice of life.
When I eat, I will exalt my God, my king.

So I am standing on the promises and
blessed assurance that softly and tenderly
Jesus is calling where charity and love
prevail. Every day I fight the good fight; I
open the eyes of my heart and let all mortal
flesh keep silence. Hallelujah!
Sometimes I feel like just a woman and a
coin who is despised and rejected in the
midst of a cheering, chanting, dizzy crowd.

But lo, listen,
Take me,
God is calling!
take me as
When the
“I give thanks for those whose faith is firm.”
I am
morning stars
because
together and
you are
God’s glory fills
holy and
the heavens, I
when the poor ones live into hope heaven
give thanks for those whose faith is firm.
shall not wait. In an age of twisted values, I
can only ask, how long, O God, will my
But my Lord, what a morning!
prayers be in vain? When I am tested by the
Cynthia Machamer is the administrative
waters of Babylon in deepest night, God
assistant/webmaster at North Church and
weeps with me and behold, there is a balm
editor of North Star. No Presbyterians were
in Gilead.
Sometimes a light surprises when memory
fades and when in the night I meditate. So I
might as well make my face to shine by
gracious power because I walk by faith and
not by sight, and I know nothing can
trouble when I am living. Life flows on for
just a closer walk with the precious Lord,
who takes my hand.
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harmed during the writing of this article, which
uses mostly hymn titles from Glory to God, the
Presbyterian Hymnal.
Gail Mazourek is a writer and artist living in
Ithaca, NY. She is Cynthia’s mom.

The Cave and the Cages
By Norm Schifferle

O

n June 29, 2018, my wife, Linda,
and I attended a rally in downtown
Buﬀalo, at the glass encased, cement
barricaded Federal Court Building, a recent
addition to the skyline of ‘Buﬀalo Rising.’
The rally was an opportunity for
people of WNY to speak in a
communal voice and call upon the
U.S. Government to reverse its
policy of separating immigrant
children, some still nursing, from
their parents who had arrived at
the US/Mexican borders to seek
asylum from violence in their
countries including Guatemala,
Honduras, and El Salvador.
When we arrived, a chorus of
peaceful voices was singing. The
signs, which people carried, were
clear: one, an artfully drawn
Statue of Liberty was
superimposed over these words:
“Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe
free, The wretched refuse of your teeming
shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!”
At the bottom of the poster, in bold letters,
was: “I’M WITH HER.” Unlike the
dedication of the Statue of Liberty in 1886
8

presided by President Grover Cleveland and
where women were not allowed to attend,
the demographic of the people at the rally was
overwhelmingly majority female. From the
Courthouse a march went to U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
Offices where our voices joined together in
orchestrated chants
one saying, “Hey,
hey, ho, ho,
immigrants are
welcome in
Buffalo.”
There was a story
on NPR about a
father whose
daughter was pulled
from his arms by
agents of I.C.E. and
then he was
deported. His
daughter was taken
to a foster home in
New York City. The father had telephone
contact with his daughter who was angry at
him for their separation. The foster parents
said she cried for her parents every day.
We all remember the statue of a tyrant,
Saddam Hussain, being torn down. Now the
American government figuratively toppled
Lady Liberty as hopeful immigrant children
suffered confinement in cages.

In Southeast Asia, children trapped in a cave
caught the compassionate attention of the
world and a multi-national (including the
USA) cooperative secured their rescue. As
the US and Europe struggle with the plight
of refugees seeking asylum, in Thailand
humanity modeled what needed to be done.
Look to the divine within. Create a world
where humanity shares in the fruits of our
earthly garden and cares for, not exploits, its
resources.
Norm Schifferle, along with his wife, Linda, became
members of NPC in December 2016.

North Gifts Help Veterans
Stay Connected
By Nancy Kaszynski, recreation therapist

games and parties; for others, it may be
meaningful activities at the bedside—anything
from a craft kit to a back rub to a phone call
with family. For still others, it may be a cold
drink, a smile, or getting outdoors. The
veterans have ranged in age from 21 to 104;
each one needs different activities, different
opportunities, and different challenges to
provide meaning in their lives.
We depend on our relationships with
community organizations like North
Presbyterian Church to provide for these varied
needs. Willow Lodge has been particularly
blessed by this partnership with North for more
than five years. Where once Willow Lodge
benefitted from the donation of “things” such as
books, news subscriptions, a DVD player, or
pizza, the focus has shifted to providing
meaningful experiences for residents.

Willow Lodge is a 20 bed community living
center within the Buffalo VA hospital and
located on unit 9A. Complete with a
kitchen, living room and bedrooms
“Willow Lodge is blessed to have such a strong,
with private bathrooms, the
continued relationship with North Presbyterian
environment of Willow Lodge has
Church to provide true, person-centered care for
been designed to promote a calm
the veterans who have served on our behalf.”
and soothing experience. Goals of
care focus on end-of-life/palliative
care, rehab and long-term care.
Regardless of their length of stay (hours to
Monies collected during the North Presbyterian
months), Willow Lodge is considered their
Veterans Project are converted to gift cards for
home and the emphasis is on veterans’ personal
myriad unanticipated needs and desires of the
preferences in a less institutional environment.
vets who live at Willow Lodge. Some of these
activities can improve the morale of the whole
As in any home, every resident has different
community living center (like a playoff tailgate
needs for improving his or her quality of life.
party, a chili cook-off, or fresh, seasonal fruit).
For some, this may be group activities like
Some of the activities are for a few vets at a
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time (like a trip to a local restaurant for flavors
and foods not available in the hospital). And
some of the activities are very personal in
nature (like a hair color kit for a vet who
couldn’t tolerate the gray) or a celebration cake
for a vet’s last wedding anniversary—his 74th).
Working with North Presbyterian Church
allows us to:
 Keep veterans connected to their
communities. Even in a hospital
environment, vets can still enjoy
the things that their families and
neighbors enjoy—like Tim
Horton’s coffee during “Roll-Upthe-Rim” season or the smells of
sizzling Italian sausage with
peppers and onions.
 Provide for instantaneous needs.
The advantage of gift cards is that
they are flexible enough to be
used for a wide variety of things
without bureaucratic red tape.
Some vets just don’t have that
long to wait, especially when the
need isn’t an essential part of
providing medical care. Getting
something you need when you
need it is priceless for veterans.
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Make even the smallest desire a
possibility. A sandwich from a
REAL Jewish deli for a veteran
who was also a rabbi was food for
the body and soul.

Willow Lodge is blessed to have such a strong,
continued relationship with North Presbyterian
Church to provide true, person-centered care
for the veterans who have served on our behalf.
This year you gave just over $1,900 for our friends at
Willow Lodge. Also, on Service Sunday we have
visited the residents; other North Church folks have
provided patriotic music to the residents during a
special visit.

What Happened at Session?
Over the summer, Session has had regular,
stated meetings in June and August. Following
are actions taken:
 Concurred with Pastor Bill to allow the
Rev. Drew Ludwig to fill the pulpit on
Sunday, July 1, 2018.
 Received the report from the Building Use
Committee that the list of expendable
equipment/furniture was completed with
little interest shown. A few of the pews
formerly in the Keeler Chapel have been
purchased for a modest sum, and that
cleaning and painting continues.
 Approved the Children’s Christian
Education Team’s lesson format and plans
for the 2018-19 church school year.
 Approved the Stewardship Committee’s
recommendation to use the theme:
“Together We Are North” for 2018.
 Returned to the Property Committee
their request for approval of funds for roof
repair and requested that they follow
Session’s suggestion to contact a
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recommended company to provide
oversight of the roof repair to ensure the
scope of work be the same on each
proposal and to report back to Session
ASAP. With the receipt of the contract
with the Browne Company in mid-July,
the Session was polled by email to seek
approval. All fourteen (14) Session
members voted to approve the Browne
Company to oversee the project at a cost
of $1200, and the approval was
communicated to the Property
Committee so that the plans might move
forward without further delay.
Session received with deep regret, at its
June 4 meeting, the resignation of Elder
Shevaun Donelli O’Connell.
Subsequently, a request to transfer her
membership from North to the Galax
Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) in Galax,
Virginia, was approved at the August 6,
2018, meeting.
The Clerk reported that the sheltering
agreement between NPC and the
Williamsville Central School District for
use of NPC space in case of emergencies
was renewed again for the 2018-2019
school year.
Approved VBS participation in a mission
project for the benefit of Gerard Place by
collecting personal care items, baby
diapers and wipes, laundry soap and food
staples, along with any cash that might be
collected.
Concurred with the Pastor’s plan to have
Elder Pat Townsend fill the pulpit on

Sunday, September 2, 2018, and the Rev.
Drew Ludwig on September 30, 2018,
during his absence.
 Authorized Elder Joe Alber to continue
with the cleaning out and cleaning up of
the remaining spaces in the North wing
which are in need of such and to use his
discretion as to the disposition of any
items.
It is good to let you know that, in addition to
the work done for us, each meeting of the
Session has time built into the docket for study,
prayer and contemplation, and asking the Spirit
to make known to them the way forward to
enable us to best carry out the mission of North
Church. Submitted by Sylvia Bigler, Clerk of Session

Our True North
Ephesians 6:18 tells us “pray in the Spirit at all
times in every prayer and supplication. To that
end keep alert and always persevere in
supplications for all the saints. Pray also for
me…” So Paul instructed the Christians at
Ephesus, and so we pray for one another.
At North Church we find our true selves and
become most like Christ when we persevere
and hold each other up in love and prayer.
Please pray for:
The family of Norine Sherwood, who
passed away June 16, 2018; and the family of
Emily Harbison, who passed away August
2, 2018.

If you would like to submit a joy or concern for this
new column, please email n.church@verizon.net or
call the church office at 716.632.1330.

Labor Day
The office is closed on Monday, September 4,
to celebrate Labor Day.

Two Worship Services Resume
September 9
Please note that on
September 9, we will
resume two worship
services, at 8:30 a.m.
and 10:15 a.m. The
first service will be
contemplative,
including readings and
meditation, and lasts
until 9:00 a.m. The
latter service will be
traditional, including
hymn singing and a
sermon, as well as
other elements.

New Season for Choirs
Adult Choir will gather at 7 p.m. on Thursday,
Sept. 6, in the Dickinson Room for a “welcome
back” time. Rehearsal will follow at
approximately 7:30 in the choir room. New
singers are welcome to join us.
Celebration Ringers will resume their season on
Thursday, Sept. 13, in N105 (north basement).
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Children’s & Youth Choir Set
to Begin Rehearsals
Another exciting year of Children’s and
Youth Choir is about to begin! Any children
in grades 1-8 are welcome to join us Sunday
mornings from 9:30-10:10 for music,
instruments, games, fellowship, and fun!
Children’s choir will meet nearly every
Sunday and contribute beautiful music during
worship on set times throughout the year.
We love to see familiar faces and
new faces; please consider joining
even if you haven’t participated
before or if you are not (yet) a
regular church attender. All are
welcome. Since the choir really
enjoyed playing chimes last year,
we will be using the chimes more
regularly throughout this year and
we have some really fun songs to
work on.
The Christmas Pageant is
scheduled for Sunday, December
16, with two performances: 10:15
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Any questions contact
Alanna Carlins at alannaloren@yahoo.com.

Sunday School Begins
September 9
Sunday school is available (during the school
year) for children and youth 4 years old through
8th grade. Check out the fall schedule at
https://northpresbyterianchurch.files.wordpre
ss.com/2018/08/sunday-school-fall-2018.pdf.

Most Sundays children are dismissed midway
through our 10:15 a.m. worship service for
Sunday school. On communion Sundays, class
starts at 10:15 a.m. and after classes conclude,
all young people are brought up to the service
to share in communion with the rest of the
congregation.
Sunday school meets in the North Basement
(directly under our Westminster Hall) in N109.
Children are invited to learn a Bible story and
engage in an activity that emphasizes creative
learning through crafts, music, food. As we are
set to begin a new school year on Sunday,
September 9, we look forward to:





Consistent scheduling of Sunday school
Dividing children into age-appropriate
groups during Bible lessons: K-3
grades; 4-6 grades; 7-8 grades.
Children participating in portions of
church mission projects.

To help us achieve these goals, we need YOU:
parents, grandparents, friends, former teachers,
mothers and fathers of grown children; and
congregation members. Please consider
volunteering. Talk to any of the Children’s
Christian Education team members to hear
about the fun we all can have reading and
talking about God’s Word with our children
during Sunday school.
Children’s Christian Education Team: Rob Powell,
Marsha Villano, Debbie Hutton, and Sheridan Skura
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Adult Ed. and Lectionary
Bible Study
Fall adult education opportunities begin at 9:00
a.m., September 9, in the church library. The
Lectionary Bible study will resume in the
Resource Center. We will continue our study
based on the lectionary. Leaders are volunteers
from among attendees. No books, study guides,
or prior readings are suggested.
For the first five weeks in the library, the Adult
Forum will travel (on the small screen) to the
ruins of ancient Greece at Athens and Corinth.
We will look at the brand new video series
“Cultures in Conflict,” in which the Apostle
Paul skillfully navigates the challenge of clashing
worldviews. Each half hour video of teaching
set in the very sites that Paul visited, will open
our discussion of how we live out the Gospel
today amidst changing and clashing cultures.
Offering more than a travelogue, Christian
Reformed pastor Ray Vanderlaan enriches our
understanding of the Biblical text by exploring
its context.
Sunday, October 14, in a single session
presentation, we will prepare for World Food
Day and our advocacy for ending hunger.
Beginning on October 21, we will celebrate
“The Gift of Years,” using Joan Chittister’s
book by that title to develop a positive approach
to aging.
To read excerpts from a review by Michelle
Van Loon, and remarks by Sister Chittister,
visit

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/adults/a
dult-education/.
The church will be buying a few copies for
those who wish to purchase or share around,
beginning in early September. The local library
is also an option for getting the book, or you
may purchase your own from the vendor. Our
discussion of the material will be interestdriven, giving each of us the opportunity to talk
about the meditation they may have found most
troublesome or most enlightening.

Book Groups
Two book groups meet regularly each month
in the church library, and all are welcome to
attend, even if you haven't had a chance to
read the book.
September 19, at 10:00 a.m.: American
Nations: A History of the Eleven Rival Regional
Cultures in North America, by Colin Woodward
September 26, at 1:00 p.m.: The Day the
World Came to Town, by Jim
DeFede
October 17, at 10:00 a.m.:
Merciless Place: The Fate of Britain's
Convicts after the American
Revolution, by Emma Christopher
October 24, at 1:00 p.m.: Behold
the Dreamers, by Imbolo Mbue

News from the Nursery
The nursery will be staffed for both the 8:30
and 10:15 a.m. worship services to better
14

meet the needs of our congregation. You are
invited to participate in this ministry; the
nursery is in need of volunteers to staff the
nursery beginning in September. Please
contact Regina Koteras at
gkoteras@gmail.com or stop in the nursery.

Dress-a-Girl
Seamstresses, doll makers, ironers, cutters, and
runners: come sew with us! Meetings occur the
fourth Monday of each month from 4:00-8:00
p.m. Stay for the whole time or for as long as
you can. Please bring a salad ingredient for our
build-a-salad supper. Dessert and beverages will
be provided.

Friends of Night People
We serve a meal at Friends of Night People at
394 Hudson St., Buffalo, the fourth Tuesday of
every month.
 At 8:00 a.m. that day, volunteers
prepare the meal in the kitchen at
North Church. If you can help one
time or regularly, please contact Ann
Eisenlord at 716.632.7487 or
anneisenlord@roadrunner.com.
 That evening from about 4:307:00, volunteers help serve the meal.
If you would like to help serve, contact
Barb Beall at beaschwa87@yahoo.com
or call 716.479.5794.

Chair Yoga
Everyone is invited to come to chair yoga at
North Church offered by Olivia Ebsary.

Chair yoga meets nearly every Monday and
Wednesday from 10:15-11:00 a.m. in
Westminster Hall. Donations are welcome and
some insurance accepted.

Financial Snapshots
If you would like to read about the financial
state of North Church, please visit
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/who-weare/session/.

Chiavetta’s Fundraisers to
Support the Backpack
Program, Church Deficit
On Wednesday, September 26, from 4 to
7 p.m. the North Church Mission Committee
will sponsor a Chiavetta’s chicken BBQ dinner
to benefit the Back Pack
Program of the Food
Bank of Western New
York. For only $10 you
will receive a half
chicken BBQ with
Chiavetta’s exclusive
sauce, potato salad, cole
slaw, roll, and dessert
(cookies or brownies).
Eating in or take out is
available and the DRIVE
THROUGH option that
proved so popular in July will be back. Please
plan to attend.
One out of five children in the four-county area
served by the Food Bank of WNY struggles
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with hunger. Many of these children benefit
from free or reduced cost school meals, but on
the weekends and school holidays they are left
without an adequate supply of food. The
BackPack Program assists these students by
providing easily prepared, child-friendly,
nutritious food in take-home bags each Friday
throughout the school year. The program is
offered to elementary schools in which at least
50% of the students are eligible for free school
lunch. The BackPack Program currently serves
more than 3,000 students in 48 elementary
schools.
For several years prior to 2017, North Church
contributed at least $3,600—the amount that
covers one classroom for a year—to the
BackPack Program. Last year the Mission
budget was reduced.
Even with the addition
of Mission’s share of a
Chiavetta’s BBQ done
collaboratively with
the Session did not
allow us to achieve
that amount. In 2018
we want to
contribute $3,600
one again. We have
budgeted $500 and
received $1340 from
half of the Celebrating
Youth Offering already. Please help us reach
our goal with a successful Chiavetta’s BBQ.
How you can help:

1. Buy tickets for your family (if you cannot
attend consider donating the cost of your
dinner) and tell your friends.
2. Bake cookies or brownies. (We are limiting
desert to these two items because of the drive
through option.)
3. Volunteer to help us for an hour that night.
Beginning September 2, there will be a table in
the narthex where you can buy tickets and sign
up to bake and help.
Also, save the date for Wednesday, October
24, from 3:30-6:30 p.m., for another
Chiavetta’s fundraiser, which will go to offset
the church deficit.

Thanksgiving Baskets
Each year we partner with local churches,
schools and organizations to help feed families
at Thanksgiving. We need your
support as well. In middle to
late October we will be
asking you to sign up to
bring food or supply a
turkey basket. Thank you for
your generosity in the past
and thank you for your continuing
support of this vital ministry. Watch for
communications from the church about how
you can help.
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Fundraiser to Benefit
Journey’s End
The WNY Refugee Film Festival, “Our
Humanity is not a Debate,” is a fundraiser to
benefit the programs of Journey’s End Refugee
Services (JERS). Ambassador Film Festival
packages include eight extraordinary films on
and by refugees, a VIP reception, great door
prizes, special guest speakers, and much more.
For more information and to purchase film
packages, visit www.wnyrff.org.
This festival is made up of eight extraordinary
documentaries on the refugee experience in the
U.S. All films are in English with subtitles and
will be screened on Journey’s End theater in
the Tri-Main Center at 2495 Main St., Suite
530, Buffalo. There is ample parking in lots on
Halbert, Jewett, and Rodney streets. The
screenings begin in September and conclude on
Saturday, June 8, 2019.
This is JERS’s only major fundraising for
the year, and proceeds will support the
many programs Journey’s End provides
thousands of refugees and immigrants in
Western New York each year.

UPC Food Pantry Update
The UPC Food Pantry volunteers are grateful
for your generous donations of food this
summer. At times the pantry’s shelves have had
bare spaces due to limited availability from the
Food Bank. Your donations of soup, cereal,
tuna, rice and more have helped fill the shelves.
And thanks to a North Church member, the
pantry received almost 400 pounds of food
donated as admission to a UB summer picnic!
Please continue to donate to the pantry this fall.
They can always use cereal, tuna, mac & cheese
and soup (low salt, if possible). People
appreciate small personal care items like
toothbrushes, toothpaste, bar soap, and
deodorant. You can also donate the calendars
and greeting cards you receive through direct
mail. Just put your donations in the wooden
box marked “Food Pantry” inside North’s north
entrance.
If you’re thinking about a new volunteer
activity as the school year begins, consider
volunteering at the UPC Food Pantry. The
North Church office can put you in touch with
the volunteer coordinator.

North Star Deadlines
NOVEMBER 15
February 15
May 15
August 15
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Save the
Dates
September
3
Church office closed—Labor Day
9
Two worship services and other
church programming begins
22
Breakfast Series: NPC
24
Dress-a-Girl
25
Friends of Night People (FONP)
26
Chiavetta’s fundraiser to benefit
BackPack Program
October
13
Breakfast Series: Amherst PC
22
Dress-a-Girl
23
FONP
24
Chiavetta’s fundraiser to offset church
deficit
28
Stewardship Dedication Sunday
November
6
Election Day (NPC is a polling place)
10
Breakfast Series: Clarence PC
15
North Star deadline
16
Pulpit exchange with Congregation
Shir Shalom (Pastor Bill at Shir
Shalom)
18
Turkey baskets distributed
Pulpit exchange with Congregation
Shir Shalom (Rabbi Alex at North)
22
Thanksgiving (church office closed)
23
Church office closed
26
Dress-a-Girl
27
FONP
28
No book group

For more calendar items visit
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weeklybulletin-and-north-star/
Communion Sundays
September 9
October 7
November 4 (Pew)
(These dates are subject to change without notice.)

Newsletter (North Star)
You can submit story ideas to
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/wee
kly-bulletin-and-north-star/ as well as emailing it to n.church@verizon.net. The
newsletter is produced in March, June,
September, and December. The
newsletter is available online but we are
happy to mail it to you if you wish. Please
call the office if you want it mailed to you.
THE NEXT DEADLINE IS
NOVEMBER 15, 2018.
Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/northchurch
williamsville?ref=hl
Twitter
https://twitter.com/
Sunday Bulletin
If you have an announcement, please email n.church@verizon.net by noon on
Wednesday or submit it to
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/wee
kly-bulletin-and-north-star/
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Weekly E-mail Blasts
This church-wide e-mail generally goes
out on Thursday evening. If you are
not receiving this communication but
would like to, e-mail
n.church@verizon.net to be added.
Phone
Your call is very important to us. We try
to take every call but if we missed yours,
please leave a message at 716.632.1330.
We make every effort to return your call
within 24 hours or less.
Phone Extensions:
21
Office & Webmaster/Cynthia
Machamer
22
Pastor/Bill Hennessy
26
Facilities/Mike Callaghan
24
Organist/Marlene Harrington
29
Bookkeeper/Karen Thomas
631-0979 Resource Center
The staff members listed below do not keep regular office
hours and cannot be reached at the church with their
own extensions; however, you may leave a message for
them with the office administrator: Alanna Carlins,
children’s choir director; Olivia Ebsary, sacred arts;
Kurt Ebsary, music assistant; Regina Koteras,
childcare; and Mack Barker, shared youth director.

Contact Information
300 North Forest Rd., Williamsville, NY
14221, (716) 632-1330; fax (716) 632-1332
Office Hours: M-Th: 8:30AM-3:00PM;
F: 8:30AM-12:00PM;
www.northchurchwilliamsville.org
E-mail: n.church@verizon.net

