
The Eritrean Family—an Update and Request for Help 
“For I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” Matthew 25:35 

 
In the fall of 2016, North Church made a commitment to assist a refugee family as part of the Home Again Project 
through Journey's End Resettlement Services. This wonderful family, from Eritrea, has been in Buffalo for a year and 
a half now and they are doing well! After six years in an Ethiopian refugee camp, they have made tremendous 
progress in adjusting to life in the USA. The girls, Suzana (20), Maria (14), Selihom (10), and Hosaena (6), are 
enjoying school, and their English skills have improved a great deal. Their single mom, Freweyni, works very hard at 
her job at Apple Imprints. They attend an Eritrean Christian Orthodox church on Jefferson Avenue every Sunday for 
worship and fellowship. During the past school year, North Church members have transported the three youngest 
girls to Westminster Hall every Thursday to participate in English language experiences and tutoring in reading and 
math. The family recently moved to a new apartment with the help of North Church folks, and they are happy in 
their new neighborhood in the Black Rock area of the city. Thank you so much to everyone for providing support to 

this family! 
 
Even with Freweyni working full time, the family continues 
to struggle financially. With the end of the school year, 
there is a need for summer childcare for the girls. We 
were fortunate to discover the Say Yes program, which 
provides a six-week academic program on Monday 
through Friday mornings. This program at the Boys and 
Girls Club is located within walking distance of their 
apartment. The morning program is free, but the 
afternoon extended day program for the two youngest 
girls is not. It will cost a total of $480 for Selihom and 
Hosaena to attend this program while their mom is at 
work. In addition, the younger girls will need after 
school childcare for the 2018-19 school year. The total 
cost for after school care at the Boys and Girls Club is 
$190 for the girls for the entire school year. This after 
school program provides homework assistance, 
recreational activities, and dinner, and the girls will be 
bussed there directly from school. That means we 
need $670 to cover the costs of both programs. 
 

Freweyni will be asked to contribute 10% of these costs. Will you 
consider making a donation to help cover the remainder of the family's costs for childcare for this 

summer and upcoming school year? Each year, the Mission Committee has helped to fund scholarships for the 
summer program at the Amherst Youth Center. Now we have the opportunity to assist chlldren that we have come to 
know very well. It would mean so much to this hard-working, loving, and resilient family. Checks can be written to 
North Presbyterian Church with "Refugee Fund" written in the memo line. Thank you so much.  
 
P.S. The following church members have been involved with the tutoring program: Duncan Hemink, Linda Koenigsberg, Ellie 
McConnell, Jim McConnell, Karen Roesser, Sheridan Skura, Andres Soom, Carol Suckow, and JoAnne Alderfer. Questions can be 
directed to any one of these members.      
 
 

 


