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 This past week I’ve heard some disturbing stories about treatment of people coming to 

our country seeking asylum. The idea that agents of our government are separating children from 

their parents when there is no indication that the children are in any danger by being with their 

parents is unimaginable to me. Meanwhile there are incidents recorded of African American 

people being harassed and arrested for sitting in a coffee shop while waiting for an appointment 

or moving into a new apartment or leaving an air BNB without offering a friendly wave to a 

neighbor. What is happening to us? 

 

 And when do we start to have this conversation and face these problems head-on? When 

is it time for our society to take a good, hard look at itself and admit we have work to do; we’re 

going down a dark path and we’re starting to lose our way?  

 

 This story about Jesus being confronted by the religious elite over his disregard for 

Sabbath is the climax of a series of confrontations between him and them that starts at the 

beginning of chapter 2. It started earlier in the week when Jesus was teaching in a home in 

Capernaum. Some people brought their friend who paralyzed and confined to a cot to him for 

healing. They aren’t able to get to him because the house is so full, so, being resourceful they 

take him up to the roof of the house. There’s no description of the look on his face when they do 

that, by the way, or how exactly they managed to haul him, cot and all, up there. But once on the 

roof they begin to dig their way through it to create a hole large enough to lower a man on a cot 

through. Upon seeing this Jesus tells the man he’s forgiven and that’s when the religious folks 

start to have their doubts. In response Jesus then goes on to heal the man so he can carry his cot 

out of the house instead of leaving the way he came in.  

 

 Shortly after that Jesus visits the home of a tax collector, where he has dinner along with 

an assortment of other sinners the religious folks consider unsavory. When they question him 

about it he tells them people who are well have no need for a doctor, only those who are sick; “I 

have come to call not the righteous but sinners.” 

 

 And finally, just before this incident on the Sabbath, Jesus and his followers are 

questioned about their failure to keep a fast like John the Baptist and some other religious 

teachers. His answer is to remind them that joy in God’s presence is what life’s all about.  

 

 So these religious sticklers shouldn’t have been surprised when Jesus and his followers 

broke the rules. It’s worth noting, by the way, that the disciples aren’t actually starving when 

they eat in the field. It’s almost as if Jesus deliberately provokes this confrontation by having 

them do something he knows will lead to trouble. The most maddening thing about this isn’t 

what’s done but how lightly Jesus seems to take it. He doesn’t seem to care at all about their 

traditions. 

 



 And I think that’s where we get it all wrong. To us it looks like Jesus is there to fix 

something that’s wrong with his religion, that he wants to introduce something into it that isn’t 

there. I don’t think that’s his point at all. I think Jesus has deep respect and love for his religion, 

for Judaism. He knows that Judaism is forgiving and reconciling, joyful and healing. The 

problem is they’re not practicing it that way. He doesn’t want them to become something they’re 

not; he wants them to be more truly who they are.  

 

 He shines a light on them by offering forgiveness and eating with outcasts and 

encouraging joy and healing on the Sabbath, by doing things that lie at the heart of their faith, to 

help them see the treasure they carry. They carry the presence of God. And it’s time for them to 

act like it.  

 

 This is what Paul is talking about when he writes, “For it is the God who said, ‘Let light 

shine out of darkness,’ who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 

glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” Jesus reveals God’s glory through acts of forgiveness 

and healing and he calls those around him to reveal God’s glory in the same way. God’s presence 

isn’t confined to Jesus; he shines a light on what’s true about us all. 

 

 That’s why, I think, he feels such frustration and anger when they refuse to see it, when 

they resist living up to their own ideals. And that may be why what’s happening at the border 

right now makes us angry. We know we’re better than this. We’re better than bigotry and hatred, 

than hostility and fear. When we let ourselves be driven by our darkest impulses we throw a 

blanket on God’s light, we douse the flame of God’s Spirit within us and reject our true selves. 

Those are the forces Paul is talking about when he says, “we are always being given up to death 

for Jesus’ sake.” Hostility, persecution, bigotry, violence, fear these are the forces of death at 

work in us.  

 

 And they can overwhelm us if we refuse to stand against them. Dr. King once said, “The 

time is always right to do what is right.” We know what’s right. We know we aren’t made for the 

Sabbath, the Sabbath is made for us, God’s sacred time is ours to do good in this world. The time 

to forgive, the time to reconcile, the time for joy, the time to heal is now. We must stand and be 

light against the darkness in our society and our world. We must bring more light to awaken 

what Lincoln called the “better angels of our nature,” to awaken our truest selves, the Christ who 

lives in us and whose image is revealed through us. The violations occurring at our border aren’t 

just against the families seeking refuge and the violations of people of color through profiling 

and white fear aren’t only against them, they’re against the soul of our nation and it’s time to 

shine a light in that darkness. As the great Rabbi Hillel once said, “If not us, who? If not now, 

when?” 

 

Amen 


