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 He was out in the field with the sheep not because he wasn’t good for anything else or 

because he was being punished, probably it was because he was the youngest. He had to do the 

worst job in the business, earn his chops. So tending the sheep was all his. I don’t know much 

about that but in some parts of the world it is still a dirty, tiring job that takes a person away from 

home and family for weeks, even months, at a time while they stay with the flock during grazing 

season. This wasn’t a job you went to in the morning and came home in the evening to a good 

meal and a warm bed. You had to live with them. They became your sole responsibility: 

protecting them from predators, treating them if they get injured or sick, going after them when 

they stray. It was a full time job.  

 

 That was David’s work. And while he was doing it, the folks back home, including his 

father apparently, pretty much forgot about him. “Oh yeah! There is one more!” It’s kind of a 

humbling place to be. Yet we learn from this story this is exactly the kind of person God is 

seeking.  

 

 Over and over we discover in scripture that God has a particular attraction for the least, 

the weakest. Think of it: there were so many countries better equipped to carry out God’s 

purposes than Israel – Egypt, Assyria, Babylon—all these powerful countries with well-

disciplined armies and efficient bureaucracies. Yet it’s Israel, a ragtag collection of people who 

wander around, complain all the time, never seem to get it right, it’s Israel God loves the best. 

And David is the embodiment of Israel—a nobody from the middle of nowhere. And it’s through 

David, as we’ll see in the weeks ahead, God is able to do great things.  

 

 I find the same kind of thinking in Jesus’ parable about the mustard seed. It’s an odd 

analogy to compare the kingdom of God to a tiny seed. And there’s no end to ways of 

interpreting that parable. But what I’m suggesting is it has to do with the power of the least. It’s 

so easy for us to dismiss people and things we consider of little value or influence. One way of 

understanding Jesus’ words is to be mindful of how something we consider of small value can 

reveal God’s kingdom in a powerful way. And it’s important to understand that when Jesus talks 

about the kingdom of God he isn’t talking about a tangible place or a spiritual realm where we go 

when we die. For Jesus the kingdom of God is more a perspective on the world; it’s a way of 

looking at the world through God’s eyes and valuing those things in the world that God values. 

So when we enter the kingdom of God we become participants in God’s actions in the world; 

we’re not just observers; we’re not just passively going along. We’re engaged in the world on 

behalf of, as agents of God. And by the way, Jesus doesn’t just grab this out of thin air; what he’s 

describing is a uniquely Jewish worldview. 

 

 My dad taught me that people who brag about their wealth or their influence the most and 

claim to be the strongest are usually the weakest. One thing that led to Samuel’s going after 

David was God’s decision that King Saul was too arrogant and paranoid to be king anymore. 

Rulers who refuse to acknowledge their mistakes, who need to display their power through 



parades of tanks and marching bands, who insist everyone sit up and listen whenever they speak 

are weak and bound to fall, as Saul did. So God turns to David, the least in Israel, as the channel 

of God’s power. Now David has his faults, he’s not perfect by a long shot, but he’s certainly no 

Saul. 

 

 In the same way we don’t expect perfection from our leaders. But we do expect 

accountability, fairness, a measure of compassion. We’re living in a time when the least among 

us are being targeted for harassment and intimidation; families coming here for refuge and 

asylum are being arrested and separated. What does the kingdom of God have to say about that? 

How do we act on God’s behalf in the face of it? The story of David is in part about the use of 

power by those in authority over the people they govern. David learns the limits of his authority 

and the heartache caused when those limits are crossed. Perhaps we’re experiencing some of that 

heartache even now.  

 

 But in the context of the story for this Sunday the future is bright. God has made a choice, 

against all odds, of the least among Jesse’s sons. A mustard seed, the tiniest of seeds, is revealed 

to hold the key to understanding the kingdom of God. Through both we’re invited to consider the 

power of the least. But more than that, these stories encourage us to stand with those who are 

most vulnerable, to put ourselves in the place of those who are weakest, and to speak on behalf 

of God’s kingdom where the first of this world are last and the least among us are God’s chosen. 

 

Amen 

 

 


