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Finding Joy in the Ride 
 

 

’m not a novice bicycler exactly. As a kid I always had a bike and I rode all over the little 

town where I grew up. But as an adult I sort of lost interest in it, you know, “put an end 

to childish ways.” (And, yes, I get the irony of a man with a closet full of comic books 

making that claim!) But when my son got his first bike I realized I’d never be able to keep up 

with him on foot, so I bought a bike, too. It was fun to tool around the neighborhood on the 

bikes, maybe occasionally ride it to work, even. 

In the last couple of years, though, I’ve taken a more serious interest in bike riding. 

Going out on rides with friends from here at North or with the Niagara Frontier Bicycle Club 

has been a real joy. But there is one drawback, or at least potential drawback. On the one 

hand bicycling is great fun; it is so freeing to be out in the open air on a quiet country road or  

(continued on page 3) 
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(continued from page 1) 

a nice bike path in the early morning. On the 

other hand it is a very technical sport. It’s 

possible to become completely lost in the 

intricacies of bicycle frame geometry or 

cadence efficiency, of tires measured in 

millimeters and seat heights in centimeters. 

There are magazines and blogs and YouTube 

channels devoted to these details, and if you’re 

not careful you can be drawn into debates about 

carbon vs. aluminum for hours.  

It reminds me of how over-attention to 

doctrine and orthodoxy in the church can suck 

the joy out of faith. In the 13th century Thomas 

Aquinas wrote his Summa Theologiae, which 

changed Catholic theology for centuries. It is a 

masterpiece of Aristotelian logic. Aquinas was 

concerned with the intricacies of belief seeking 

to answer the question, “Who or what is God?” 

Aquinas spent years writing on such topics. His 

Summa is over 1.5 million words. And it wasn’t 

the only thing he wrote. He was incredibly 

prolific. Did he find much joy in it? It’s hard to 

say.  

There is one clue, though, that’s 

interesting. He stopped writing altogether in 

1273 when he suddenly fell into a trance or 

coma while celebrating mass on the feast 

of St. Nicholas. He never wrote again. 

“According to his secretary, persistent 

questioning drew the reply that in 

comparison with what God had now 

revealed to him, all he had written 

seemed chaff.” Who knows what 

Thomas learned? I think he discovered 

love. Perhaps he was reintroduced to the 

joy of living in God’s love that reduces 

all our words to nothing. 

This summer I’m going to try to 

avoid getting bogged down in the 

nuances and intricacies of bicycling and 

just enjoy the rides. And when it comes to 

life with God, I’m hoping to enjoy living in 

God’s love and not become anxious about who 

or what God is. Sometimes love is all we need. 

Let’s go for a ride! 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Bill 
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The Carlinses pose for a family photo at 
Josephine’s baptism at North Presbyterian 
Church in April 2016. 

One Family,  
                 Two Faiths  
By Alanna Carlins 

 

“We need not think alike to love alike.” That is 
the message many local churches (including 
North Church) have been promoting, a 
message that resonates with me globally as well 
as in my own home. My husband and I have 
two different faiths: Chris is Catholic, and I 
was raised in the Methodist Church but have 
been attending North Presbyterian Church for 
the past 15 years. When we got married, my 
husband and I would probably have told you 

that only small differences separate Protestant 
and Catholic. Of all the religions in the world, 
ours were about as similar as you can get, we 

thought. We might still believe that today, but 
having children has a way of changing things.  
 
Early on in our relationship, church was 
important to us. Most weeks we would attend 
both mass and service. It helped, of course, to 
have different mass times from which to  
choose. Our habit became mass at 8 p.m. 
Saturday night and service Sunday morning. 
Our own individual faiths were too important 
to both of us to yield to the other’s and so our 
compromise was to attend both. Before we were 
married the discussion about what faith we 
would raise our children in was ongoing. Our 
love and beliefs were constant, but we disagreed 
on the details. Finally, I agreed that if Chris got 
married in my church, I would raise the 
(hypothetical at this point) kids in the Catholic 
Church as long as we attended both churches. 
It seemed to me that it would be easier for our 
children to have options if they received all of 
their sacraments in the Catholic Church when 
they were children. So, in 2005, Chris and I 
were married at North Church presided by 
Rev. Dr. Thomas Evans and Monsignor 
Francis Weldgen (Chris’s childhood priest). It 
was quite the elite cast; this was going to be 
easy! 
 
In 2007 it was my turn to make good on our 
deal: our oldest, Dominic, was born. He was 
baptized in Chris’ childhood church. The time 
after Dominic was born got a little dicey. The 
Catholic Church we had been attending seemed 
hours away with a newborn. On top of that, 
Dominic was colicky and seemed to cry all the 
time. Attending two services each week was 
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The Carlinses pose for a family photo at their 
goddaughter’s baptism at St. Louis Roman 
Catholic Church in Buffalo recently. When 
they’re not at North, they attend St. Gregory the 
Great in Williamsville. 
 

impossible; attending even only one was still 
daunting. Disagreeing on whose church to go 
to became regular and as a result, we didn’t go. 
When we did go, whoever’s church it wasn’t 
seemed to just “sit through it” and sometimes 
resent being there. Things needed to change.  
We spent much of the next seven years and two 
more children (Katherine and Madeline) trying 
to figure out what worked for us. We would 

alternate or attend one church and then 
another. We tried different churches to see if 
we could find one that satisfied both of our 
needs and had many late night “this isn’t 
working” conversations and prayers. After 
deciding that neither of us could go to our 
church every week without separating the 
family, we came up with our current plan.  
 

We alternate churches every single week. 
Because of our stubbornness we rarely miss 
church completely (maybe one or two Sundays 
a year, and usually some portion of us goes 
anyway). Neither of us is willing to give up 
“our” week. But, that isn’t really a bad thing. If 
you are missing our crew at North, I guarantee 
you, we are at St. Greg’s.  
 
By the time our fourth child arrived we were in 
a much better place with our new compromise. 
Chris spoke to his priests and surprised me 
with being able to have Josephine baptized at 
North Church, something I didn’t think 
possible. It was such a joy for me to have one 
of our children formally welcomed into North 
Church. 
 
What this means is that we have two church 
families that we all love. It means that on one 
weekend our third grader will receive her First 
Communion at St. Greg’s on Saturday and her 
third grade Bible at North Church the next day. 
It means two services on holidays. It means that 
our children are proud to be Christians. It 
means that they are accepting of both faiths 
and perhaps even more accepting of others.  
 
For us this is compromise, and in one of our 
middle-of-the-night discussions Chris brought 
up that compromise is always thought to be the 
middle ground, where everyone is happy with 
the result. But nobody ever talks about the fact 
that both parties must sacrifice a little in order 
to get there. We both sacrifice for each other 
and that allows us to appreciate and love each 
other even more. We do not think alike on 
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Girl Scout Troop 30613, led by Heather 

Maldonado, held a service fair on Sunday, 

May 20, at North Church. Norma Henderson 

(right in photo) checks out the Hospice 

flowers. (Photo by Warren Marcus) 

many things, but we both love each other, our 
family, our church families, and above all, God. 
God bless you and the faith journey you and 
your family takes! 
 
Alanna Carlins is the Children’s and Youth 
Choir Director at North Church. 

 
Girl Scouts at North  
By Heather Maldonado 

 

North Presbyterian Church has hosted 
Girl Scout Troop 30613 for the past four 
years. The girls are finishing up their 
second year as Juniors and will be 
bridging into the Cadette level as they 
start 6th grade next year. 
 
You have likely seen the 
Girl Scouts at the church 
over the years. Perhaps 
you had been at the 
church on a Thursday 
night and heard the girls’ 
exuberant voices as they 
learned new skills and 
earned badges—like the 
Business Owner or Inside 
Government badge— for 
their efforts. Maybe you 
have stopped by one of their 
cookie booths to stock up on 
thin mints or peanut butter 
patties. Most recently, you 
may have strolled through 
the ServiceFest the troop held at NPC on 
May 20 to help raise awareness and 
donations for a variety of philanthropies 

that are close to the girls’ hearts: cancer 
research, assisting the homeless, caring 
for animals, and supporting active duty 
military and veterans. The ServiceFest 
was the culminating experience for the 
troop to complete their Bronze Award. 
The troop has also enjoyed events outside 
of NPC, like attending the very fancy 
Father/Daughter Dance at Samuel’s 
Grande Manor, participating in a weekend 
encampment experience at Camp Seven 
Hills, and white-water rafting in 
Letchworth State Park. 
 
Troop 30613 is comprised of 12 girls this 
year: six who attend Heim Middle, five 
who attend Mill Middle, and one who is a 

student in the 
Sweet 
Home 
school 
district. 
The girls 
are a very 
caring and 
charismatic 
group who 
are well-
balanced as 

good 
students, active 
musicians (in 
choir, 
orchestra, and 
band), and 

athletes (including swimmers, softball 
players, horseback riders, dancers, and 
even a state-level gymnast). They also 



7 

 

 

 

 

 

stay involved in Girl Scouts because of the 
leadership development and service 
opportunities—and fun!—they enjoy 
through scouting. 
 
The girls thank North Presbyterian 
Church for allowing the troop to use its 
space for troop meetings and events—and 
for always being happy to buy cookies!  

 
Heather Maldonado is a member of NPC and is 
the leader of Troop 30613. 

 
Feeding the Hungry: How NPC 
Partners with UPC 
By Mary Beth Karr, NPC Treasurer 

For when I was hungry, you gave me food…Matthew 
25:35 
They come by train, bus, car 
and on foot. Most are from 
households of three or fewer 
people. They leave with at 
least two bags of food they’ve 
chosen. Their selections 
sometimes reflect special 
dietary needs or cultural 
traditions. They graciously 
decline items they don’t need 
or won’t use. They show 
gratitude through warm 
smiles and kind words. These 
are the people served by the University 
Presbyterian Church (UPC) Food Pantry. 
Open Tuesdays and Thursdays weekly, the 
UPC Food Pantry serves people from the ZIP 
codes surrounding University Presbyterian 

Church. A few of those are college students. 
Clients can come once a month. In 2017 the 
UPC Food Pantry served, on average, 146 
households monthly. The majority served were 
adults. 
 
Founded in 1984 through an ecumenical effort, 
the UPC Food Pantry is an agency of the Food 
Bank of Western New York, which supplies 
most of the food distributed. Food Pantry 
volunteers place monthly orders from what the 
Food Bank of Western New York has available, 
and the monthly delivery arrives the third 
Tuesday. The Food Bank provides some 
donated food, but much of it is provided at a 
reduced or wholesale cost or funded through 
federal and state grants. Supplemental items are 
purchased with cash donations–eggs, 

margarine, and toilet paper; fresh 
fruits and vegetables in season. 
Food donations from North Church 
supplement the purchased items, 
and our cash donations have helped 
defray the food purchases. Tops 
Markets provides bread and baked 
goods through the Food Shuttle 
program.  
 
Last year at Thanksgiving, the UPC 
Pantry distributed 50 turkey 
baskets from North Church to 
families of four or more, plus 52 

food baskets with roasters and the trimmings to 
smaller households. At Christmas they 
distributed food provided through The News 
Neediest Fund of The Buffalo News. 
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How can you help? You can donate food by 
dropping it in the North Church bin marked 
food pantry. There is always a need for cereal 
and soup (low salt if possible), and people 
appreciate small personal care items like 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, bar soap, and 
deodorant. You can also donate the calendars 
and greeting cards you receive through direct 
mail. Volunteers are needed to process 
deliveries, staff the pantry, and shuttle special 
donations. If you are interested in volunteering, 
let the church office know. Someone will 
follow up. 
 
The UPC Food Pantry estimates it provided 
25,200 meals during 2017. North Church 
helped make this happen through its food and 
monetary donations. Thank you!  
 

“Called to Something Special” 
By Bob Henderson 

One month ago, North Church successfully 
completed a Care Case campaign. You took to 
heart the plight of foster children who come 
home to find that they are no longer wanted 
there. They are to get out with their personal 
belongings hastily stuffed into a plastic bag. 
North Church members willingly donated care 
cases, personal care items, and cash. Your 
enthusiasm inspired gifts from others outside of 
North who willingly donated to this drive. 
Since then, many folks have been heard 
speaking of the satisfaction that comes from 
helping with a fine project. We all have talents 
and resources of different levels, and we can all 
freely choose to help accomplish a shared goal. 
 

As Sister Joan Chittister said in her book, 
Following the Path, “We are, we know now, each 
called to something special, simply by virtue of 
being alive, simply by being endowed with 
these particular gifts, simply by being left with 
an unfinished world, surely by being a co-
creator of the universe.” There are always 
opportunities to actively share in the full 
mission of our church whether with your time, 
talents, or treasure. 
 
On Sunday, May 20, Bob Henderson offered the monthly 
inspiration about giving of our time, talents, and resources to 
North Church so that we can reach out in ministry and mission 
to the world, worship together, teach and learn from one 
another, and nurture each other with care and love. 

 
Church Picnic  
The annual church picnic is Sunday, June 10, 
after the 10:15 a.m. worship service. Each 
family is asked to bring a salad, casserole or 
dessert, and $3 per person donation to cover 
cost of hot dogs, rolls, and condiments. This is 
the last Sunday of two worship services.  

 
Volunteer Appreciation Sunday 
From acolytes and liturgists to Sunday school 
teachers and committee members, volunteers 
are an integral part of North Church. On 
Sunday, June 10, during the 10:15 a.m. 
worship service, we will recognize all 
volunteers. Thank you for all you do at North 
Church. 

 
 
 



9 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Worship Set to Begin 
Sunday, June 17, is the first Sunday of summer 
worship, which means one service only. We 
hope you will plan to attend at 9:30 a.m. 

 
Summer Adult Education  
After the summer services there is a Bible study 
in the library. Some folks come only in the 
summer; others come just one or two times (no 
problem, it’s vacation season!). We usually take 
a break for late August and Labor Day. 
 
Beginning June 17, we will look at the life of 
David through the passages in the Old 
Testament lectionary for this year. We 
have a wide variety of resources for 
anyone wanting to go deeper into 
David's life. Was there a real David? 
Beloved of God, but was he a hero or a 
villain or both? In his book Leap over a 
Wall, Presbyterian pastor Eugene 
Peterson says that David exemplifies 
“an earthy spirituality” that we can 
emulate.  

 
Summer Music 
North Church choirs take a well-deserved break 
during the summer months. However, music 
remains an important part of our worship 
services. You are encouraged to join with Kurt 
Ebsary and the InerG choir on June 10, July 8, 
and August 5. Rehearsals for those Sundays take 
place prior to worship. 
 
For other Sundays, singers and instrumentalists 
are encouraged to share their talents with the 

congregation. Please contact Marlene 
Harrington at the church if you are willing to 
sing or play. 

 
We Need You during VBS 
VBS at North is Aug. 20-24 from 9 a.m.-
12p.m. We need helpers, leaders, floaters…we 
need YOU! If you would like to help—even if 
you can only help a morning or two—please 
email the church at n.church@verizon.net. 
Thanks! 

 
Schultz Receives Eagle  
Scout Award 

Sam Schultz received his Eagle 
Scout award this year, after 
completing a project at North 
Church to repair a retaining wall, 
improve landscaping, and install an 
outdoor staircase to access the 
exterior lower level of the church 
building. He will attend SUNY-
Binghamton in the fall and plans to 
major in physics. 

 
Veterans Mission 
Project: Celebrating 5th Year! 
What is an impromptu pizza party to a veteran? 
How special is it to receive Tim Horton's coffee 
and donuts when you didn't expect it? Special 
treats like these in the life of service men or 
women can make the difference between an 
ordinary day confined to a hospital or a day 
that's just a little better than the one before. 
 

mailto:n.church@verizon.net
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This is the 5th year we are supporting the 
veterans at Willow Lodge at The VA Medical 
Center on Bailey Ave. in Buffalo. We are 
actively collecting your monetary 
donation from Memorial Day through 
Independence Day. Willow Lodge at the VA 
Hospital is a 20-bed Community Living Center 
that focuses on hospice/palliative care and 
rehabilitation. In honor of veterans and our 5th 
year, will you give generously to brighten the 
day of a veteran? 
 
Your generous donation allows the recreational 
therapist to purchase goodies and plan 
spontaneous fun throughout the year for our 
veterans. We will be collecting monetary 
donations with which we will purchase gift 
cards for these items from Wegmans, Bocce 
Pizza, and Tim Horton’s to brighten the day for 
our service men and women in Willow Lodge.  
 
There will be a Mission Committee 
representative with a veteran in the narthex 
after services on six Sundays, starting Sunday, 
May 27, to receive donations. Just look for the 
red, white, and blue. (If you write a check to 
North Church, please write “Veterans Project” 
on the memo line.) 

 
Our True North 
Ephesians 6:18 tells us “pray in the Spirit at all 
times in every prayer and supplication. To that 
end keep alert and always persevere in 
supplications for all the saints. Pray also for 
me…” So Paul instructed the Christians at 
Ephesus, and so we pray for one another.  

At North Church we find our true selves and 
become most like Christ when we persevere 
and hold each other up in love and prayer.  
 
Please pray for: 
The family of Verna Sprague (mother of 
Jim Sprague) who passed away March 18, 
2018; the family of Steve Conklin, who 
passed away March 21, 2018; the family of 
Don Hill (brother to Bill Hill), who passed 
away in early April 2018;  the family of Dana 
(Powell) Uhrig (daughter of Charlotte 
(Don) Boyer and sister to Rob Powell), who 
passed away on April 30, 2018; and the family 
of Linda Steele, who passed away on May 6, 
2018.  
 
Congratulations to Lisanne Sprague on the 
occasion of her marriage to Alex McMullen 
on Saturday, May 26, at North Church. She 
graduated from Ohio Northern University on 
Sunday, May 13, earning a Doctor of 
Pharmacy, summa cum laude, with a minor in 
applied statistics. She will begin a residency 
program at Mercy Medical Center in Canton, 
OH, in July. 
 
We are pleased to welcome Emma Clinton 

(right in photo) 
and Kaylie 
Clinton as 
members of 
North. They were 
confirmed on 
Sunday, May 20. 
Congratulations! 
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On March 25 we welcomed four new 
members: Amanda Crandall, Dirk Pouli, 
Clark Squires, and Matthew 
Widdekind. Lisa Marsherall joined North 
on May 13. Congratulations to all! 
 
Mary Kasbohm welcomed her first great-
grandchild—Frances Jean Fitzpatrick—into 
the world on January 7, 2018. She was born 
in New York City. 
 
Congratulations to the following Elders and 
Deacons who were ordained and installed on 
Sunday, April 15: 
Elders: Joe Alber, Mary Atwood, Ralph 
Doerzbacher, Debbie Hutton, Marty Shafer, 
Dick Mesmer, and Tom Miller. 
Deacons: Chris Gunther and Kerri Bigler 
 
Congratulations to the following Deacons who 
were installed on Sunday, April 29: 
Glenn Hopkins, Garry Ostermeier, Pam 
Ostermeier, and Karen Roesser 
 
Do you need a handyman for small 
jobs?  Bill Roesser, husband of one of our 
members, Karen Roesser, is semi-retired. 
Deacon Heather Randall said, “He completed 
my repairs in a timely, professional, and 
reasonable manner, above and beyond what I 
expected. Not to mention, [I appreciated] 
knowing he was somebody I could trust. As his 
business card says; “If it drips, breaks, zaps, or 
just needs painting, call Bill, your small job 
specialist.” He can be reached at 716-832-
2769  or billroesser@gmail.com 
Submitted by Heather Randall 

If you would like to submit a joy or concern for this 
new column, please email n.church@verizon.net or 
call the church office at 716.632.1330. 

 
Dress-a-Girl  
Seamstresses, doll makers, ironers, cutters, and 
runners: come sew with us! Meetings occur the 
fourth Monday of each month  from 4:00-8:00 
p.m. Stay for the whole time or for as long as 
you can. Please bring a salad ingredient for our 
build-a-salad supper. Dessert and beverages will 
be provided. (There is no meeting in July.) 
 

Friends of Night People 
We serve a meal at Friends of Night People at 
394 Hudson St., Buffalo, the fourth Tuesday of 
every month.  

 At 8:00 a.m. that day, volunteers 
prepare the meal in the kitchen at 
North Church. If you can help one 
time or regularly, please contact Ann 
Eisenlord at 716.632.7487 or 
anneisenlord@roadrunner.com.  

 That evening from about 4:30-7:00, 
volunteers help serve the meal. If you 
would like to help serve, contact Barb 
Beall at beaschwa87@yahoo.com or 
call 716.479.5794. 

 
Chair Yoga  
Everyone is invited to come to chair yoga at 
North Church offered by Olivia Ebsary. 
Chair yoga meets every Monday and 
Wednesday from 10:15-11:00 a.m. in 
Westminster Hall. Donations are welcome and 

mailto:billroesser@gmail.com
mailto:n.church@verizon.net
mailto:anneisenlord@roadrunner.com
mailto:beaschwa87@yahoo.com
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some insurance accepted. June dates are as 
follows: 4,6,11,13,20,25, and 27. (No class on 
the 18th.) 

 
Special Offering:  
Celebrating Youth 
May 20th was a big day at North Presbyterian 
Church—Pentecost and Confirmation. It is 
also the day we received the Celebrating 
Youth Offering, which replaces the PC (USA) 
Pentecost Offering. The offering will be 
equally divided between the BackPack 
Program of the Food Bank of Western New 
York and the RUTF (Ready-to-use 
Therapeutic Food) program of Doctors 
Without Borders. Thank you for your generous 
contributions of more than $2600! 

 
Special Offering:  
Care Cases of WNY 
Whoever welcomes a child in my name, 
welcomes me—Mark 9:37 
The Mission Committee would like to sincerely 
thank you for your overwhelming response to 
the Care Case project that NPC sponsored 
during Lent. You provided 53 complete Care 
Cases, donated over $1000, and there were 
seven boxes of extra supplies left to be used to 
fill more cases. It is extremely heartwarming to 
know that your generosity will help many 
children in the foster care program. THANK 
YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!! 

 
 

Summer Giving 
For many of us, our church attendance patterns 
fluctuate over the summer. Even when you’re 
away from North, please try to keep your 
financial support of the church current. North’s 
expenses continue through the summer—lawn 
maintenance, building cleaning and care, 
payroll, and our mission giving to other 
organizations. Remember that you can always 
mail your gift to the church at 300 N. Forest 
Rd., Williamsville, NY14221, or make a gift 
online at 
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/donations/.  
Thank you for your support of the mission and 
ministries of North Church! 

 
Including North in Your  
Estate Planning 
Perhaps your thoughts this year will include 
creating or updating your will, something all of 
us should do periodically. If that is one of the 
items on your agenda, please consider how you 
can include North in your estate planning. By 
including North you can ensure the church will  

 have a secure source of funds to 

support its mission and ministries, 

 be able to meet unexpected needs, 

 have the resources to supplement the 

annual budget during tough economic 

times, and  

 be able to capitalize on opportunities 

that will arise in its future. 

 

https://www.foodbankwny.org/about-us/how-the-food-bank-works/programs/food-for-kids/
https://www.foodbankwny.org/about-us/how-the-food-bank-works/programs/food-for-kids/
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/donations/
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A pamphlet titled Remembering North with a 
Legacy Gift in the literature rack near the church 
office provides more detail. Please pick up a 
copy and look it over. If you have a general 
question, please leave a message in the church 
office and someone will contact you. You 
should consult your attorney or financial/tax 
advisor for specific details concerning estate 
planning.  
 

Financial Snapshot 
Summary of NPC finances as of April 30, 2018: 

o Budget income for Jan-Apr: 
$112,236. Actual income for 
the period: $101,841. (90.7%) 

o Budget expense for Jan-Apr: 
$120,888. Actual expense for 
the period: $112,741 (93.3%) 

o Deficit for Jan-Apr: $10,899. 
(9.7 % of actual expense for 
Jan-Apr, about $2,725 per 
month) 

o Projected budget deficit for 
2018: $25, 909 (7.1% of 2018 
budgeted expense; about 
$3,329 per month, Apr-Dec) 

Copies of the detailed Treasurer's Report are 
available in the narthex. 
Comment:  The deficit for Jan-Apr is less than 
that for Jan-Mar by 1.2% or $431 per month. 
Solution: The deficit can be erased by an 
increase in offerings or reduced expenses. 
Session has trimmed expenses without making 
significant reductions in staff or in building 
maintenance. Further cuts in these areas will 
have severe negative impact. Therefore, we 

pray that members will find a way to increase 
their financial support. 
 

Hold Your Event at North 
Throughout the year, North Church is abuzz 
with varied and sundry activities besides those 
that occur on Sunday morning: 

 Yoga classes 

 Recitals 

 Meetings 

 Weddings 

 Sewing, Knitting, and Book Groups 

 Before and After School  

 Baby showers and other family parties 

 Large group parties 

 Elections 

North 
Church 
consists of a 
primary 
sanctuary, 
choir loft, 
and office 
complex 
with two 

attached wings branching out from the primary 
building. Each of the wings has two levels: a 
lower level that consists primarily of classrooms 
and the boiler room; and an upper level with 
additional classrooms, the Dickinson Room 
(pictured above), the Keeler Chapel, the 
library, the Resource Center, Westminster 
Hall, and the kitchen. We are flexible and able 
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to accommodate a variety of events. Our 
building and restrooms are handicap accessible.  
 
In the photo on page 13, one of our members 
transformed the Dickinson Room for her 
daughter’s baby shower. To find out how to 
hold your event at North, email the church at 
n.church@verizon.net or call 716.632.1330. 
Funds we acquire from sharing our space help 
us to live out our mission and ministries. 
 

Clothes to Nigeria 
If you have gently used clothes for warm 
weather, sneakers or shoes for men, women 
and children you would like to donate to the 
people of Nigeria, please bring them to the 
church throughout July. Azubike Kalu-Nwiwu 
will deliver them. Thank you. 

 
A Big Thank You from the 
Penny Man 
Jonathan Roesser wants 
to thank his North 
Church family for being 
so generous over the 
years with contributions 
to the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society's 
"Pennies for Patients" 

program.  To date he has collected more than 
$3,075.00 almost entirely in pennies!   Won't 
you please bring in your extra pennies to church 
for the next six weeks and give them to 
Jonathan or place them in the labeled container 
in the church office to help him boost his total 
for another year? Many thanks! 

 
Academic Summer Camp @ 
North Church 
Parents, are you looking for a place where your 
children will receive quality care, learning, and 
fun as well? Check out LE3 at North Church. 
Children enjoy field trips every Wednesday! 
www.LE3-inc.org. Families of North Church 
receive a 10% discount. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:n.church@verizon.net
http://www.le3-inc.org/
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Save the 
Dates 
June 
8: Voices Ending 
Violence 
breakfast/Buffalo 
 
10: Annual church picnic 
 
17: Summer worship hours 
begin/one service only at 9:30am 
 
25: Dress-a-Girl 
 
26: Friends of Night People 
(FONP) 
 
29: Linda Steele memorial service 
(2:30pm) 
 

July 
4: Holiday—office closed 
 
9-13: FANA at North 
 
18: Chiavatta’s BBQ Chicken 
Dinner/Fundraiser 

 
23: NO Dress-a-Girl 
 
24: FONP 
 
28: Youth to Montreat 

 
 

August 
4: Youth return 
 
15: North Star deadline 
 
20-24: VBS at North! 
 
27: Dress-a-Girl 
 
28: FONP 
 
 
 
 

For more calendar items visit 
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-
star/ 
 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
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Newsletter (North Star) 
You can submit story ideas to 
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/wee
kly-bulletin-and-north-star/ as well as e-
mailing it to n.church@verizon.net. The 
newsletter is produced in March, June, 
September, and December. The 
newsletter is available online but we are 
happy to mail it to you if you wish. Please 
call the office if you want it mailed to you. 
THE NEXT DEADLINE IS AUGUST 
15, 2018. 

 
Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/northchurch
williamsville?ref=hl 
 

Twitter 
 https://twitter.com/ 
 
Sunday Bulletin 

If you have an announcement, please e-
mail n.church@verizon.net by noon on 
Wednesday or submit it to 
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/wee
kly-bulletin-and-north-star/ 
 

Weekly E-mail Blasts 
This church-wide e-mail generally goes 
out on Thursday evening. If you are 
not receiving this communication but 
would like to, e-mail 
n.church@verizon.net to be added. 
 

 

 
Phone 

Your call is very important to us. We try 
to take every call but if we missed yours, 
please leave a message at 716.632.1330. 
We make every effort to return your call 
within 24 hours or less.  
 Phone Extensions: 

21 Office, webmaster/Cynthia 
Machamer 

22 Pastor/Bill Hennessy 
26 Facilities/Mike Callaghan 

 24 Organist/Marlene Harrington 
29 Bookkeeper/Karen Thomas 
631-0979 Resource Center 
       

The staff members listed below do not keep regular office 
hours and cannot be reached at the church with their 
own extensions; however, you may leave a message for 
them with the office administrator: Alanna Carlins, 
children’s choir director; Olivia Ebsary, sacred arts; 
Kurt Ebsary, music assistant; Regina Koteras, 
childcare; and Mack Barker, shared youth director. 

 

Contact Information 
300 North Forest Rd., Williamsville, NY 

14221, (716) 632-1330; fax (716) 632-1332 
Office Hours: M-Th: 8:30AM-3:30PM; F: 

8:30AM-12:00PM; 
www.northchurchwilliamsville.org 

E-mail: n.church@verizon.net 

http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
mailto:n.church@verizon.net
https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville?ref=hl
https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/
mailto:n.church@verizon.net
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
mailto:n.church@verizon.net
file:///C:/Users/NPC/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Word/www.northchurchwilliamsville.org
mailto:n.church@verizon.net

