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 A recent Pew Research survey shows that about 90% of Americans believe in God or 

some “higher power.” That’s a little surprising to me. I thought things were moving in the other 

direction. If you look at those numbers a little more closely, though, you’ll find that actually 80% 

answered “yes” to the question, “Do you believe in God?” while 19% said “no.” But, of those 

19%, 9% say they do believe in some sort of spiritual force in the universe. What may be even 

more interesting is, of those 80% who say they believe in God, only 56% say they believe in God 

“as described in the Bible.” The rest, 24%, only say they believe in some sort of spiritual force in 

the universe which they’re willing to identify as God. 

 

 So, what does all that mean for us? Why should we care about these numbers? What I 

find intriguing is the agreement there is among such a large majority that what we see and hear 

and touch in the world isn’t all there is, that there is some sort of spiritual reality we can 

experience. I think it’s a loaded question to ask if someone believes in God “as described in the 

Bible,” though. That assumes the Bible has some kind of monolithic, consistent description of 

God. And that’s just not true. I think what folks are rejecting is the Church’s interpretation of 

how the Bible describes God. Because our doctrines and theological systems tend to be 

reductive, we have offered the world a condensed version of God and have been unwilling to 

broaden our vision.  

 

 The other day I was listening to a podcast called “On Being,” hosted by Krista Tippet. 

She was interviewing a theoretical physicist named Carlo Rovelli, one of the originators of “loop 

quantum gravity theory” which is an attempt to reconcile quantum mechanics with general 

relativity. It’s a longstanding problem in physics with some fascinating solutions, but really has 

nothing to do with this. Rovelli has written a book titled Seven Brief Lessons on Physics. Rovelli 

believes that all reality is interaction, or as he puts it in the interview: “We don’t understand the 

world as made by stones—by things. We understand the world made by kisses, or things like 

kisses: happenings.”  

 

 In other words, everything that we are and everything we perceive is the result of 

interactions with the world around us. We don’t exist in isolation and we don’t experience the 

world entirely independently. I think at some intuitive level we know that. We know how 

dependent we are on the people around us. And that’s something human wisdom has always 

claimed. It’s an insight we find all through scripture.  

 

 But we seldom think of God that way. The more traditional image of God is of a being 

without need of anything else, entirely self-contained and complete. But here, in this letter we 

find a different understanding. “God is love,” we’re told. But love is inherently interactive; it 

requires relationship. So the writer seems to be saying that God requires relationship or 

interaction to be God. Or we might even say that God emerges out of loving relationships. And 

it’s through such relationships that we experience God.  

 



 I’m convinced this is the key to understanding scripture. If we think of scripture as an 

expression of the human condition, an attempt to draw meaning out of the human experience, to 

place ourselves within a wider and deeper context, then over and over we find that love, not 

power, not military victory, not judgment and certainly not death, but love is the fulcrum on 

which everything turns. In these stories love motivates creation, covenant, liberation, return, 

sacrifice and resurrection. God is revealed through all that and an interdependence is established, 

a realization of our need for one another and our reliance on love.  

 

 Getting back to those statistics. I suspect even that 10% of the population that’s 

convinced God is non-existent and there is no spiritual component to the universe, probably do 

know what it’s like to love and most of them probably rely on the presence of love to give their 

lives meaning. They, too, abide in love; so in this writer’s understanding they, too, abide in God, 

and more importantly God abides in them.  

 

 If you’ve read that letter you know how confusing it can be. It’s very mystical and 

repetitive, at times it sounds more like a chant than a letter. But something else scripture offers 

are handles for understanding these abstract concepts. Jesus’ words in John’s gospel provide a 

handle. When he refers to himself as the vine and his followers as the branches, he illustrates 

clearly the nature of the interaction happening between them. He is their source of nourishment 

and life, without him, cut off from him, they will wither and die.  

 

 So it is with us. If we cease to interact with others we lose all sense of ourselves. When 

we cut ourselves off from love, when we resist its presence or reject it, we are diminished, we 

wither. But when we embrace love, when we attach ourselves to the vine and drink deeply from 

the wellspring of life, then we flourish, our capacity to love doesn’t just grow it explodes until 

we can hardly contain our joy. That’s who “God as described in the Bible” really is: an explosion 

of love within us, an outpouring of joy. 

 

 By our living in that love, abiding in it, and acting from it, God is revealed in the world. 

And that is the only way God is known. That’s our calling: to make God known. And the way we 

do that is to love—lavishly, indiscriminately, without exception—even as we are loved. 

 

Amen 


