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“North has a long history of working with other 
worshiping communities for the common good.”—
Pastor Hennessy 

 

 
 

Focusing on What Unites Us  
 

 

ou may have noticed recently the message on our sign: “We need not think alike to 
love alike.” You may also have seen that quote in various other places, such as 
Congregation Shir Shalom, Calvary Episcopal, or Christ United Methodist. The 

reason for this sudden unity is this: Two years ago the congregation of the Unitarian 
Universalist Church in Williamsville, after much discussion among themselves, took the step 
of adding the banner “Black Lives Matter” to their outdoor sign. It is an expression of their 
core belief that all people regardless of skin color should be valued and treated with fairness in 
our society. They are standing with many people of color in the U.S. who have experienced 
brutality in 
our criminal 
justice system.  
 
This past 
November the sign at the Unitarian Church 
was defaced. At the time the vandalism 
received a modest amount of media 
coverage, but the Williamsville Interfaith 
Clergy Association did nothing in response 
collectively. November and December is a 
time of year when many of our 

congregations are preoccupied with holiday 
celebrations, annual meetings, and various 
other concerns, so nothing was organized. 
In January, however, we did hold a special 
meeting to speak with the pastor,  

(continued on page 3) 
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Above: You may have noticed this message on our 
sign at 300 N. Forest Rd., Williamsville. At what 

other places of worship have you spotted it? 

(continued from page 1) 

Michelle Buhite, at the Unitarian Church to 
learn what we could do in response.  
 

After hearing their story and sharing a bit about 
other concerns we have in common, Rev. 
Buhite suggested the phrase “we need not think 
alike to love alike” as a shared motto to which 
we could all agree. The quote comes from 
Unitarian history of uncertain attribution but 

has been claimed as a motto expressing their 
commitment to inclusiveness for many decades.  
 
We at North are happy to adopt that motto as 
our own. We have a commitment to 
inclusiveness and acceptance that we want to 

share with the community. Several folks have 
commented how nice it is to see such 
agreement among our various congregations. 
We so often focus on our differences; it’s good 
to stand together and affirm what we hold in 
common.  
 

Of course, we only have the one sign and from 
time to time will need to change the message on 

it. After Easter there will likely 
be some other message we’ll 
want to share. But we don’t want 
to lose the quote entirely. So 
there will be an opportunity for 
us to spread the message of 
mutual love into our 
neighborhoods through yard 
signs that are being printed for 
distribution in our congregations. 
Those will be available soon, so 
stay tuned.  
 

North has a long history of 
working with other worshiping 
communities for the common 
good. This is one more 
expression of that cooperation 
and devotion. At a time when 

politics and social issues have become so 
divisive and hostile in our society, it’s 
important our worshiping communities are able 
to find meaningful areas of agreement to help 
realize the possibility of a society committed to 
justice and peace. 
 

Peace, 
Pastor Bill 
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New Worship Times Begin  
Sunday, March 4 
Worship Committee and Session devised an 
online and paper copy survey to gather your 
thoughts on worship times at North Church. A 
total of 66 people responded online; another 53 
filled out paper surveys. Thank you to everyone 
who took the time to fill out the survey, 
express an opinion, and offer a solution. The 
results have been tallied, and the worship times 
that you indicated you want are 8:00 and 10:15 
a.m. Session has voted to begin these new times 
on Sunday, March 4.  
 

Change to Sunday  
School Program 
As part of the called Session meeting on 
Monday, January 22, Session voted to eliminate 
the position of Sunday School Administrator 
from the 2018 budget. North Church wants to 
thank Kim Will for her service to our Christian 
Education program. At this time, Session 
members Marsha Villano and Rob Powell, and 
Session member-elect Debbie Hutton will serve 
as liaisons to the program. If you have any 
questions about this decision or the future of 
the program, please speak with pastor and head 
of staff, Bill Hennessy.  
 

Summary of Annual Meeting 
On Sunday, January 28, 2018, North held its 
annual congregational meeting at 8:15 a.m. in 
Westminster Hall. Treasurer Mary Beth Karr 
gave an overview of the budget, noting that 
2017 was the first time in this decade that we 
have ended the year operating in the black. She 

also noted that Session was still finalizing the 
2018 budget so was unable to present one at 
this time. (If you were not able to attend the 
meeting and you wish to have copies of the 
documents that were circulated, please contact 
the church office at 716.632.1330.) 
 

In other matters, the congregation approved the 
pastor’s Terms of Call. Congratulations to the 
Rev. William Hennessy, who has begun his 10th 
year at North. 
 

Mary Soom, a member of the Mission 
Committee, gave a brief report of their work. 
She noted that the congregation has been 
generous in giving above and beyond the 
budgeted nearly $8,000 by almost $44,000 to 
help in such areas as refugee services, feeding 
the hungry, and peacemaking.  
 
Elder Joe Alber thanked Elders (Session) and 
Deacons who will be completing terms of 
service this spring. Elders in the Class of 2018 
include Joe Alber, Ralph Doerzbacher, and Bill 
Ervin. Deacons in the Class of 2018 include 
Glenn Hopkins, Shirley Mazourek, Garry 
Ostermeier, and Pam Ostermeier. Alber, 
Doerzbacher, Hopkins, and the Ostermeiers 
have agreed to serve in their respective roles in 
the Class of 2021.  
 

Elected as Elders in the Class of 2021 were 
Mary Atwood, Debbie Hutton, and Marty 
Shafer. Elected for Deacons in the Class of 2021 
were Chris Gunther and Karen Roesser. Thank 
you to everyone who agreed to fill a role. 
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Our True North 
Ephesians 6:18 tells us “pray in the Spirit at all 
times in every prayer and supplication. To that 
end keep alert and always persevere in 
supplications for all the saints. Pray also for 
me…” So Paul instructed the Christians at 
Ephesus, and so we pray for one another.  
 
At North Church we find our true selves and 
become most like Christ when we persevere 
and hold each other up in love and prayer. 
Please pray for: 

The family of 
ELIZABETH LYTLE 
(daughter of Patti Hunt, 
granddaughter of Betty 
Hunt, and niece of 
Marcia Hunt) who was 
killed in a car accident on 
January 15, 2018; 
HEATHER 
RANDALL, who is 
recovering from a fall; 
SHERIDAN SKURA, 
who retired in June 2017 
after 24 years of 
teaching; SCOTT & 
PEGGY MARSHALL, 
as they mourn the loss of 
Scott’s father, Robert, 
who passed away on 
January 5, 2018, at the 
age of 94; the 
WALCZYK SPITLER 
FAMILY (Johanna Rose 
and Tim) and 
grandparents Beth 

Vandenberg & Dennis 
Walczyk, who welcomed 
baby John Van on January 
2, 2018; and the 
KOENIGSBERG 
FAMILY (Adam and 
Julia) and grandparents 
Linda & Marlon 
Koenigsberg , who 
welcomed baby Rory 
Michael on November 
15, 2017. 
 

If you would like to submit a joy or concern for this 
new column, please email n.church@verizon.net or 
call the church office at 716.632.1330. 

 
Lenten Soup Suppers and Study 
Join us for Lenten soup suppers in Westminster 
Hall on March 6, 13, and 20, from 5:45-7:30 
p.m. Enjoy homemade soup, fresh bread, salad, 
and a dessert for $5/person. Children eat free. 
The study is titled “Eclipsing Empire: Paul, 
Rome, and the Kingdom of God.” Pastor 
Hennessy will lead the discussion of this DVD 
study that retraces Paul's footsteps throughout 
the Roman Empire. The study explores fresh 
insights into Paul's message of the Kingdom of 
God, its challenge to Roman imperial theology, 
and the apostle's radical relevance for today. If 
you plan on coming, please call 716.632.1330 
or email n.church@verizon.net. We want to be 
sure to have enough soup! 

 
 
 

mailto:n.church@verizon.net
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Chapel Open for Prayer  
During Lent 
The Chapel is available during church office 
hours for prayer and contemplation during 
Lent.  

 
Holy Week Services 
Potluck Supper and Maundy Thursday 
Worship (March 29) 
Everyone is invited to bring a dish to pass and 
enjoy a potluck meal and worship at 5:30 p.m. 
in Westminster Hall . 
 

Good Friday (March 30), noon 
Prayer, reflections and music in the sanctuary 
with mixed choir from Amherst, Clarence and 
North Presbyterian churches. 
 

Easter Worship Services, April 1 
8:00am Worship, Chapel 
9:00   Breakfast, Westminster Hall 
10:15 Worship Service, Sanctuary 

 
Easter Flowers & Music 

Easter lilies, daffodils and hyacinths will 
adorn the sanctuary, and a brass quintet 
will play for our Easter 

worship service. Those 
desiring to make a 

contribution toward the 
flowers and music in honor, 
memory, or celebration of 
loved ones may call the 
church office at 716-632-
1330, or print out the form at 

https://northpresbyterianchurch.files.wordpress.com
/2012/02/order-form-easter-flowers-and-brass.pdf 
and mail it in by March 18. 

 
Soul Feast in March 

Gather for a quiet half hour in the Chapel from 
11:30 a.m. to noon on Sunday mornings in 
March. Feed your soul with different 
approaches to prayer including lectio divina (a 
practice of praying the Scriptures), body 
prayer, mindfulness meditation, and simple 
handcrafts. Each session will be (loosely) based 
on one or more of the Sunday lectionary 
readings for the day.  

March 4: Lectio Divina 
March 11: Mindfulness  
March 18: Prayer in motion 
March 25 (Palm Sunday): Prayer boxes  

 

Northtowns Presbyterian 
Youth Group 
Our combined youth group—with University 
Presbyterian and Kenmore Presbyterian 
churches—includes approximately 15 youth, 
four of whom are from North. According to 
director Mack Barker, “The youth group has 

had another wonderful year! We 
try to balance fun activities with 
community service and 
spiritual formation.” Some of 
the things they participated in 
in 2017 include: 

 Preparing meals and 

sorting through clothes at 

St. Luke’s Mission of Mercy and 

https://northpresbyterianchurch.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/order-form-easter-flowers-and-brass.pdf
https://northpresbyterianchurch.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/order-form-easter-flowers-and-brass.pdf
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Friends of Night People 

 Going ice skating at Canalside 

 Bandits, Sabres, and FC Buffalo games 

 Participating in a “mini mission trip” to 

Rochester to work with Cameron 

Ministries 

 Retreats at Camp Duffield 

 Lock-ins at all of our churches 

 Attending the 2017 Montreat Youth 

Conference in North Carolina 

 Event collaborations with other 

Presbytery youth groups 

Mack says, “The youth group is grateful to all 
of our participant congregations for the 
continued support of our program.” For more 
information check out 
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/youth/
youth-group/ and their Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/northtownpresyouth or 
contact Mack Barkermackintosh716@ 
gmail.com.  

 
Adult Bible Study 
The Adult Bible Study meets most every 
Sunday, except during the summer, at 9:15 
a.m. in the Resource Center for one hour. 
Attendance runs from five to 10 people, and 
there is room for more. 
 
Over the past few years our studies have 
included Luke’s and John’s gospels, the book of 
Acts, and the life of Joseph and his family. 
Currently we are studying the scriptures in the 

lectionary for the Sunday on which we meet. 
We open and close each session with prayer. 
 
The leader of each session is a volunteer from 
among those who attend. However, there is 
absolutely no requirement that attendees must 
lead a session. It is just fine to attend and listen. 
Our objective is spiritual growth, by learning 
more about God’s plan for us and about life as a 
Christian from the Bible, Old and New 
Testaments, and from the questions we raised 
and the comments presented. 
 
Leaders have resources from the Resource 
Center and North Church library to help them 
prepare, including Bible commentaries. Some 
attendees use their personal Bibles, including 
study Bibles, and for others, there are always 
church pew Bibles available. We welcome any 
translation or version of the Bible. We have 
found that this variety often enhances our 
understanding. 
 
We do not use resources that require prior 
purchase by attendees. Also, each session is 
independent from previous sessions so steady 
attendance is not necessary. We welcome any 
church member or visitor to attend. Ages of 
attendees have ranged from early twenties to 
persons in their eighties.—submitted by Elder 
Bill Clark 

 
Two Different Yoga Classes  
Everyone is invited to come to yoga at North 
Church. Olivia Ebsary offers two different 
classes. 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/youth/youth-group/
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/youth/youth-group/
http://www.facebook.com/northtownpresyouth
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Chair yoga: Every Monday and Wednesday 
(except second Wednesday of the month), from 
10:15-11:00 a.m. in Westminster Hall. 
Donations are welcome and some insurances 
accepted.  
 
Mat yoga: Beginning Sunday, March 4, from 
9:15-10:00 a.m., Livy will lead Yoga (bring 
your mat for the floor) in the Chapel every 
Sunday. Everyone is invited! Questions? E-mail 
oliviaebsary@gmail.com. 
 

Needleworkers’ Tea 
Thank you to everyone who came to the first 
get-together on Thursday, February 22. 
Whether you’re a pro or have always wanted to 
learn, please join us. We may restart our prayer 
shawl ministry for North Church families or 
fashion recycled plastic bags into mats for the 
homeless. There are many wonderful outlets 
for our time and talents. We will be meeting on 
the first Thursday of the month except in 
March, when we will meet on Thursday, March 
8. Questions? Contact Sue D’Angelo at 
sjdangelo@hotmail.com.  
 

Wanted: Recipes 
for a North Church 
Cookbook 

We are “cooking up” a new 
North Church cookbook to 
raise money to be split 
equally between two worthy 
causes: major repair of the 
church organ and the church 
operating budget. The new 

cookbooks will be available in the fall. What we 
need from you on or before October 1, are 
your recipes—main dishes, desserts, vegan, 
gluten-free, cooking for a crowd, soups—you 
name it! Please email your submissions to 
n.church@verizon.net. If you have questions 
about this fundraiser, please contact Sue 
D’Angelo at sjdangelo@hotmail.com.  

 
Dress-a-Girl  
Seamstresses, doll makers, ironers, cutters, and 
runners: come sew with us! Meetings occur the 
fourth Monday of each month  from 4:00-8:00 
p.m. Stay for the whole time or for as long as 
you can. Please bring a salad ingredient for our 
build-a-salad supper. Dessert and beverages will 
be provided. (There is no meeting in 
December.) 

 
A Gift that Travels  
around the World 
North Church is grateful for the generosity of 
Families of FANA–a local support network of 

more than 400 
families who 
have completed 
or are in the 
process of 
completing an 
adoption 
through FANA, 
located in 
Bogota, 
Colombia–for its 
recent $1000 
gift to our Dress 

mailto:oliviaebsary@gmail.com
mailto:sjdangelo@hotmail.com
mailto:n.church@verizon.net
mailto:sjdangelo@hotmail.com
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a Girl group. FANA’s generosity allows us to 
fund the work of sewing dresses and dolls 
for girls in third world countries for a 
year. Thank you!  
 
We have been blessed to have FANA at 
North Church for several years, as they 
have held their summer camps at the 
church. Dress-a-Girl at North Church meets 
the fourth Monday of the month from 4-8 
p.m. in our spacious Westminster Hall. Read 
more here: 
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/missio
n-and-outreach-activities/how-you-can-
help/.  

 
Friends of Night People 
We serve a meal at Friends of Night People at 
394 Hudson St., Buffalo, the fourth Tuesday of 
every month.  

 At 8:00 a.m. that day, volunteers 
prepare the meal in the kitchen at 
North Church. If you can help one 
time or regularly, please contact Ann 
Eisenlord at 632-7487 or 
anneisenlord@roadrunner.com.  

 That evening from about 4:30-7:00, 
volunteers help serve the meal. If you 
would like to help serve, contact Barb 
Beall at beaschwa87@yahoo.com or 
call 716.479.5794. 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
“You shall be called repairers of the breach, the 
restorer of streets to live in.” 

Isaiah 58:12 

This verse is the pervasive theme for 2018’s 
One Great Hour of Sharing. One 
need only watch a newscast to see 
that there is much in our world 
that needs “repairing!” Fortunately, 
Christians around the globe can 
easily become “repairers” by 
contributing to the One Great 

Hour of Sharing special offering. With your 
loving and generous support, our neighbors-in-
need can be provided with food, shelter and 
self-development opportunities.  The One 
Great Hour of Sharing offering is commonly 
split into thirds with one third going to support 
Disaster Assistance; one third going to support 
Hunger programs; and the other third 
supporting programs that allow people to 
become self-sustaining. Each Sunday in March a 
flyer will be enclosed in the church bulletin that 
outlines examples of how your gift is being 
used. 
 
As disasters both home and abroad have 
repeatedly struck, it is imperative that the 
church community rise to the challenge and 
help our neighbors. Your gift to OGHS is an 
easy way to meet this challenge. 
The children will receive Fish Banks on Sunday, 
March 4, to initiate this special offering. The 
final collection of One Great Hour of Sharing 
will be held on Palm Sunday, March 25. Please 
be generous! Thank you, in advance, for being a 
“repairer of the breach.” 
The Mission Committee 

 
 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/mission-and-outreach-activities/how-you-can-help/
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/mission-and-outreach-activities/how-you-can-help/
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/mission-and-outreach-activities/how-you-can-help/
mailto:anneisenlord@roadrunner.com
mailto:beaschwa87@yahoo.com
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Special Offering:  
Care Cases of WNY 
Whoever welcomes a child in my name, 
welcomes me—Mark 9:37 
The mission of Care Cases of WNY is to 
provide comfort, hope, and dignity to local 
children placed into foster homes by providing 
each child with a “Care Case.” These duffel bags 
and small suitcases are filled with new/unused 
comfort and care items that are customized for 
boys and girls in varying age groups. Cases are 
filled with personal care items, books, a comfy 
blanket, and other articles. Each case includes a 
tag that states, “You matter.” Social workers 
distribute the cases through local foster care 
agencies.  
 
During the season of Lent, our congregation 
will be collecting items to complete Care Cases 
for local children. There are several ways 
that you can help. You may wish to donate 
a duffel bag or perhaps some items needed 
to stock a Care Case. Or, if you are able, 
you and your family may wish to complete 
an entire Care Case (it is estimated that it 
costs approximately $50 to assemble each 
Care Case). Monetary contributions are 
also greatly appreciated. The items needed 
to complete a care case are: 

 A duffle bag or small suitcase  

 Fleece blanket (60” x 80”) 

 Stuffed animal (approximately14”-16” 
tall) 

 Toothbrush and toothpaste 

 Shampoo and conditioner 

 Body wash or soap 

 Body lotion 

 Deodorant 

 Coloring book and crayons 

 Books (toddler through teens) 

 Journals, pens, pencils 
 

There will be a table in the narthex each Sunday 
during Lent where you can donate items or 
make a monetary contribution to this project. 
Checks may be made out to NPC with Care 
Cases of WNY on the memo line. Thank you in 
advance for your generosity in helping these 
children who live in our community. 

 
Thank You: Update on Pledges 
As of February 23, seventy-nine individuals and 
couples have pledged $196,508 to North for its 

2018 budget.  Thank you! 
Your gifts help the Session 
greatly as they develop 
the church’s annual 
operating budget. It is not 
too late to make your 
pledge; Session continues 
to evaluate North’s 
projected income and 

expenses. Contact the church office if you 
would like another pledge card. 
 
North is fortunate to have many donors who 
give regularly to the church. Indicating what 
you intend to give during the year by 
completing a pledge card helps the Session 
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project the church’s donations income. Pledges 
and gifts are kept confidential.  
 
For 2017, eighty-four couples and individuals 
pledged $208,872 to North. Their pledge 
payments totaled $218,364, thanks to several 
payments above the original pledge amounts. 
 
The generosity of these pledge donors and all 
other donors to North’s operating budget is 
critical to fulfilling our mission and ministries. 
If you have questions about the church’s 
finances, contact Mary Beth Karr, treasurer, or 
a member of the Session. 
 

Including North in Your  
Estate Planning 
This is the time of the year when we assemble 
our financial records to meet the April tax filing 
deadline. Most of us look back at the year just 
ended and reflect how we managed our assets 
and controlled our expenditures. Sometimes 
we use this information to make future plans. 
Perhaps your thoughts this year will include 
creating or updating your will; something all of 
us should do periodically. If that is one of the 
items on your agenda, please consider how you 
can include North in your estate planning. 
 
By including North you can ensure the church 
will   

 have a secure source of funds to 

support its mission and ministries, 

 be able to meet unexpected needs, 

 have the resources to supplement the 

annual budget during tough economic 

times, and  

 be able to capitalize on opportunities 

that will arise in its future. 

 

A pamphlet titled Remembering North with a 
Legacy Gift in the literature rack near the church 
office provides more detail. Please pick up a 
copy and look it over. If you have a general 
question, please leave a message in the church 
office and someone will contact you. You 
should consult your attorney or financial/tax 
advisor for specific details concerning estate 
planning. Thank you and God bless! 
 

Hold Your Event at North 
Throughout the year, North Church is abuzz 
with varied and sundry activities besides those 
that occur on Sunday morning.  
 
A sampling of those activities may include the 
following: 

 Yoga classes 

 Recitals 

 Meetings 

 Weddings 

 Sewing, Knitting, and Book Groups 

 Before and After School  

 Baby showers and other family parties 

 Large group parties 

 Elections 
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North Church 
consists of a 
primary 
sanctuary, choir 
loft, and office 
complex with 
two attached 
wings branching 
out from the 
primary 
building. Each 
of the wings has 
two levels: a 
lower level that 
consists 
primarily of 
classrooms and the boiler room; and an upper 
level with additional classrooms, the Dickinson 
Room, the Keeler Chapel, the library, the 
Presbytery’s Resource Center, Westminster 
Hall, and the kitchen. We are flexible and able 
to accommodate a variety of events. Our 
building and restrooms are handicap accessible.  
 
In the photo at the top of this page, one of our 
members transformed the Dickinson Room for 
her daughter’s baby shower. To find out how to 
hold your event at North, email the church at 
n.church@verizon.net or call 716.632.1330. 
Funds we acquire from sharing our space help 
us to live out our mission and ministries. 
 

A Milestone Birthday 
Congratulations to Betty Bowling on her 100th 
birthday on February 8! 

 

Good Reading 
Everyone is invited 
to a book group. 
Here are the 
upcoming 
dates/times: 

 March 21 

at 10:00 a.m.: Red 

Notice: A True 

Story of High 

Finance, Murder, 

and One Man's 

Fight for Justice by 

Bill Browder 

 March 28 at 

1:00 p.m.: Vanishing Act by Thomas 

Perry 

 

Save the Dates 

April 
1: Easter   
2: Church office closed 
15: North Star deadline  
 

May 
2: Chiavatta’s BBQ Chicken 
Dinner/Fundraiser 
28: Memorial Day (office closed) 
31: Abraham Walk  
 

August 
20-24: VBS at North! 
 

For more calendar items visit 
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-
star/ 
 

mailto:n.church@verizon.net
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
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Repudiating the Doctrine of 
Discovery  
By Pat Townsend, Adult education committee 
member 

The 222nd General Assembly (2016) of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) called the 
church to repudiate the Doctrine of 
Discovery, as have several other religious 
denominations. We were also asked to review 
and study the issue, so a group of us did so 
one Sunday evening last fall at North. The 
next GA, meeting next summer, will take up 
a report on the issue. 

The Doctrine of Discovery was first 
articulated in 1452 by Pope Nicholas V as the 
Papal Bull “Dum Diversas” and in 1496 by 
King Henry VII of England as a patent granted 
to John Cabot, which authorized and justified 
the destruction, killing, and appropriating of 
the lands of indigenous peoples and nations. 
The Doctrine of Discovery was incorporated 
into U.S. law by the Supreme Court in 1823 
when it stated that Native Americans had lost 
their rights to complete sovereignty as 
independent nations and retained a mere right 
of occupancy in their lands. 

It can be disturbing to realize that the taking 
of Indian land was justified by an appeal to the 
Christian religion. Is there anything we can 
do?--beyond repudiating a legal precedent 
that has been used in the courts as recently as 
2005, in a case involving the Oneida and 
some land in upstate New York. 

In a recent letter to the Buffalo News, I 
protested the President’s decision to 
drastically reduce the size of the Bears Ears 
National Monument. This decision was 
apparently designed to open up the land in 
Utah to uranium mining. In doing so, severe 
cuts were made in the only National 
Monument with a unique arrangement for 
sharing administration between the U.S. 
Government and the five tribes in the area. 
Native Americans have already 
disproportionately carried a load of 
radioactive contamination from uranium 
mining and nuclear testing. 

Right here in Western New York, the 
Cattaraugus Seneca Reservation is 
immediately downstream from the West 
Valley Nuclear Demonstration Project, a 
dangerously eroding deposit of nuclear waste. 
We can also be activists for a proper cleanup 
there. Many North Church folks signed letters 
and petitions in support of full cleanup at 
West Valley in 2009. Another round of 
decisions will be made this year about West 
Valley and will also invite our response. 

We can prepare by learning more about the 
potential health impacts of West Valley 
nuclear waste on the Seneca but also on our 
own Erie County drinking water at a 
presentation on Thursday, March 1, at the 
Burchfield Penney Art Center at 7 PM. The 
keynote speaker will be Alan Lockwood, MD, 
of the Physicians for Social Responsibility.  

What else can we do? Recently I’ve been 
receiving letters and e-mails bearing this 
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acknowledgement, perhaps we can 
occasionally put it out there on a personal or 
church communication: 

We acknowledge that the place in which we 
gather is part of the land of the Seneca 
Nation, a member of the Haudenosaunee/Six 
Nations Confederacy. Today, this region is 
still home to the Haudenosaunee people, and 
we are grateful for the opportunity to live, 
work, and worship in this territory. 

 

Newsletter (North Star) 
You can submit story ideas to 
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/wee
kly-bulletin-and-north-star/ as well as e-
mailing it to n.church@verizon.net. The 
newsletter is produced in March, June, 
September, and December. The 
newsletter is available online but we are 
happy to mail it to you if you wish. Please 
call the office if you want it mailed to you. 
THE NEXT DEADLINE IS MAY15, 
2018. 

 
Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/northchurch
williamsville?ref=hl 

Twitter 
 https://twitter.com/ 
Sunday Bulletin 

If you have an announcement, please e-
mail n.church@verizon.net by noon on 
Wednesday or submit it to 

http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/wee
kly-bulletin-and-north-star/ 

Weekly E-mail Blasts 
This church-wide e-mail generally goes 
out on Thursday evening. If you are 
not receiving this communication but 
would like to, e-mail 
n.church@verizon.net to be added. 

Phone 
Your call is very important to us. We try 
to take every call but if we missed yours, 
please leave a message at 716.632.1330. 
We make every effort to return your call 
within 24 hours or less.  
 Phone Extensions: 

21  Office/Cynthia Machamer 
22 Pastor/Bill Hennessy 
26 Facilities/Mike Callaghan 

 24 Organist/Marlene Harrington 
29 Bookkeeper/Karen Thomas 
631-0979 Resource Center 
       

The staff members listed below do not keep regular office 
hours and cannot be reached at the church with their 
own extensions; however, you may leave a message for 
them with the office administrator: Alanna Carlins, 
children’s choir director; Olivia Ebsary, sacred arts; 
Regina Koteras, childcare; and Mack Barker, shared 
youth director. 

 

Contact Information 
300 North Forest Rd., Williamsville, NY 

14221, (716) 632-1330; fax (716) 632-1332 
Office Hours: M-Th: 8:00AM-3:30PM; F: 

8:00AM-12:00PM; 
www.northchurchwilliamsville.org 

E-mail: n.church@verizon.net 

http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
mailto:n.church@verizon.net
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mailto:n.church@verizon.net
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