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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD 
 

Greeting, Welcome, and Opportunities for Discipleship   
 Welcome to our guests and visitors! We invite you, if you feel comfortable, to 

introduce yourself at this time.  
Everyone—please silence your cell phones. 

 

Call to Worship 
O come, let us sing to the Lord;  
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
For the Lord is a great God; 

 a great ruler over heaven and earth! 
 

Invocation 
 

Hymn  336 We Gather Together 
 (During the singing of the hymn, please pass prayer requests to center aisle.) 
 

Call to Confession            

 

Prayer of Confession 
Holy and gracious God, you are all light and wonder and glory. You are our 
strength and our delight; you give us all we need to live. Yet we are distracted 
by all that glitters, continually grasping for more. Rather than trust in your 
provision, we chase after our own happiness. Forgive us, Lord, and turn us back 
to you. Overwhelm us with your goodness and cover us with grace, for we 
know that you are the source of life, the fount of all that is good. In the name 
of Jesus we pray. Amen. 

 

Silent Confession    (A time for personal confession of sin) 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness      
Hear the good news! 

 God loves us. God forgives us. 

 

*Passing of the Peace        
Having received God’s peace, let us share it by turning to our neighbors and greeting 
them, saying “Peace be with you!”  

 

 
 
 



WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Prayer for Illumination  
 

Scripture Readings 
 Psalm 70   p.503 
 Matthew 25:1-13  p.26   

   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
   Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon Conversation                                                                        led by Pastor Bill Hennessy 
        

WE RESPOND AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune 
God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. We trust in Jesus 
Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good 
news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and 
blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating 
with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 
—A Brief Statement of Faith 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever. Amen 

 

Offering   

 

WE DISPERSE TO SERVE GOD IN THE WORLD 
 

Hymn  643 Now Thank We All Our God 
 

 
 
 
 



Closing Response 
 This we know, the earth does not belong to us, 
 We belong to the earth. 
 This we know, all things are connected, 
 Like the blood that unites one family. 
 This we know, we did not weave the web of life, 
 We are merely a strand in it. 
 This we know, whatever we do to the web, 
 We do to ourselves. 
 Let us give thanks for the gift of creation, 
 Let us give thanks that all things hold together in Christ. 
 

Blessing 
 The light of God to lead us 

The power of God to hold us 
The joy of God to heal us 
The grace of God to bless us 
The love of God to caress us 

 Amen 
 
 
 

*Those who are able, please stand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Calendar of Events/300 North Forest Road 
Sunday, November 19 

8:30am  Worship/Chapel 

8:45  Nominating Comm./Lib. 

9:15  Bible study/RC 

9am-12pm Distribute turkey baskets/WH 

10:00  Worship/Sanctuary 

Sunday school/n. basement 

11:00-1200 Children’s & youth choir 

rehearsal/s. basement 

11:15 reACT (Adult Ed. offering) 

Luther movie/Lib. 

2:00pm Memorial service: Carol 

Meyers/Sanctuary 

Monday, November 20 

7-8 Mindfulness/Chapel 

Wednesday, November 22  

1:00pm Book group/Lib. 

10:15 Chair yoga/WH 

7-9pm Mindfulness/Chapel 

Thursday, November 23  Thanksgiving 

Office closed 

Friday, November 24 

Office closed 

Sunday, November 26 

8:30am  Worship/Chapel 

8:45  Nominating Comm./Lib. 

9:15  Bible study/RC 

10:00  Worship/Sanctuary 

Sunday school/n. basement 

11:00-1200 Children’s & youth choir 

rehearsal/s. basement 

1-5pm Recitals/Chapel 

Monday, November 27 

4-8pm Dress a Girl/WH 

7-8 Mindfulness/Chapel 

Tuesday, November 28 

8:00am Prepare FONP/Kit. 

9:30 Staff mtg./Ofc. 

5:00pm Serve FONP/Hudson St., 

Buffalo 

Wednesday, November 29 

10:15 Chair yoga/WH 

7-9pm Mindfulness/Chapel 

Thursday, November 30 

6:30pm  Handbells/S151 

7:30  Adult Choir/Choir Rm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want to see more calendar events? Go to 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-

and-north-star/. If you see an error or want to add 

an event, please e-mail n.church@verizon.net.  

EGA—Embroidery Guild 

DR—Dickinson Room  

FJC—Family Justice Center 

FONP—Friends of Night People 

Kit—Kitchen 

LE3—Before and After School Program 

Lib—Library 

Ofc—Office 

RC—Resource Center  

WH—Westminster Hall 

 

 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
mailto:n.church@verizon.net


NOVEMBER ReACT—MARTIN LUTHER  

TODAY at 11:15 a.m. in the church library 

We will watch together the documentary “Martin Luther.” Of this 80-minute film, PBS says, 

“Learn how one man reluctantly took on the most powerful institution of his day and won. 

Martin Luther is credited with expounding a new vision of man's relationship with authority. 

Filmed across Europe - from rustic rural Germany to the opulence of Vatican City—you'll 

witness the collapse of the medieval world and the birth of the modern age.” As we watch, 

we’ll ask the question, “How are we helping to restore the unity that was lost 500 years ago?” 

Or, as Jesus prayed to the Father, “…so that they may be one as we are one.” (John 17:11b) 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS/HOLIDAYS 

The office will be closed for the Thanksgiving holiday on Thursday, November 23, AND 

Friday, November 24. 

 

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO 

A recent request to support our neighbor, the Family Justice Center (FJC), resulted in a 

wonderful collection for its food pantry. FJC is grateful, and we thank you for your generous 

response. A total of 87 items, including diapers and wipes, pastas and sauce, PB & J, and 

macaroni and cheese were delivered. These will be available to clients seeking information 

and assistance concerning domestic violence. More than 300 people have sought help at the 

Northtowns satellite since it opened its doors in the manse in 2014. Thank you for your 

ongoing support and for helping to restock the shelves once again.    Mission Committee 

 

DRESS-A-GIRL  

Seamstresses, doll makers, ironers, cutters, and runners: come sew with us! We'll be meeting 

in Westminster Hall on Monday, November 27, from 4:00-8:00 p.m. Stay for the whole time or 

for as long as you can. Please bring a salad ingredient for our build-a-salad supper. Dessert 

and beverages will be provided. Dress-a-Girl meets the fourth Monday of each month.  

 

 



FRIENDS OF NIGHT PEOPLE 

We serve a meal at Friends of Night People at 394 Hudson St., Buffalo, the fourth Tuesday of 

every month. We need volunteers on Tuesday, November 28. At 8:00 a.m. that day, volunteers 

prepare the meal in the kitchen at North Church. That evening at 5:00 volunteers help serve 

the meal. If you would like to become involved in this ministry, contact Barb Beall at 

beaschwa87@yahoo.com or call 716.479.5794. 

 

ADVENT PICNIC NEXT WEEK 

Please join us on Sunday, November 26th at 5 p.m. to kick-off the Advent season.  All ages 

are welcome to join in the fun of Advent preparation.  There will be music, carol singing, 

crafts, and games.  Dinner will be home-made pulled pork! YUM! Please bring a side dish or 

dessert to share. Sign-up sheets will be in the hall outside the Chapel for our 8:30 service 

attendees and in the Dickinson Room during coffee hour for the 10:00 folks.  

 

WANTED: GENTLY USED CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS AND DECORATIONS 

Do you have more ornaments and/or Christmas decorations than you know what to do with? 

Someone Cynthia (in the church office) knows needs ornaments and decorations for the 

holiday. If you want to donate a gently used item or two, please bring it to the church office 

during business hours or on Sunday. There will be a box in the office. Deadline is Friday, 

December 1. Thank you! 

 

IT’S COLD: CAN YOU SPARE A COAT? 

As you are bringing out the winter wear, please keep Friends of Night People in mind. They 

have put out a call for men's winter coats, boots, hats, gloves, and socks. If you have any of 

these items you no longer need, please bring them to church. We will transport them to 

FONP. 

 

BIBLE STUDY IN THE RESOURCE CENTER  

This study happens weekly at 9:15 a.m. We will study the Sunday lectionary. The study leaders 

are volunteers. 

mailto:beaschwa87@yahoo.com


BOOK GROUPS 

Meets third and fourth Wednesday of each month in the church library 

December 6, at 1:00 p.m. A Long Way Home: A Memoir by Saroo Brierley (this is for 

November and December meeting) 

December 20, at 10:00 a.m. Catch 22 by Joseph Heller 

January 24, 2018, at 1:00 p.m. The Shoemaker’s Wife by Adriana Trigiani 

 

WEDNESDAY CHAIR YOGA WITH OLIVIA 

Grab a friend and head (to) North for chair yoga! Our favorite instructor, Olivia Ebsary, will 

lead us. No experience necessary. We provide the chairs! Classes will be offered from 10:15-

11:00 a.m. on Wednesdays (except the second Wednesday of the month) through December. 

Everyone is welcome! Questions? E-mail oliviaebsary@gmail.com.  

  

mailto:oliviaebsary@gmail.com


Mission Statement 

Brought together by our shared faith in  

Jesus Christ, 

Called by God to live as faithful disciples, 

Blessed by our diverse gifts and experiences, 

We commit ourselves to: 

Worship together, 

Teach and learn from one another, 

Nurture each other with care and love, and 

Reach out in ministry and mission to  

the world. 

Minister: The Rev. William Hennessy  Coordinator: Tim Ayler 

Organist: Marlene Harrington   Liturgist (10:00): Garidith Khayat 

Lock-up: Bill Townsend    Greeters: Marcie Monin, Leigh Gaskill 

8:30 Ushers: Karen & Stuart McKee  Counters: Tim Ayler, Jeff Ebsary 

Nursery: Regina & Ryan Koteras 10:00 Ushers: Diane & Jim Sprague;  

Tim & Wendy Ayler 

 

Visitors—You are important to us. Please fill out a visitor card and put it in the offering plate 

if you wish to be contacted. You may also approach an usher—likely wearing a yellow ribbon 

today—to find out more about North Church.  

Ministers: The Congregation 

Pastor/Head of Staff: The Rev. William T. Hennessy Coordinator of Sacred Arts: Olivia Ebsary 

Administrative Assistant: Cynthia Machamer Bookkeeper: Karen Thomas 

Facilities Coordinator: Mike Callaghan Childcare Supervisor: Regina Koteras 

Director of Music, Organist: Marlene Harrington Webmaster: Tara Martin 

Director of Music, Children & Youth: Alanna Carlins Sunday School Administrator: Kimberly Will 

Youth Director, Northtowns: Mack Barker Musical Assistant: Kurt Ebsary 

 

  



Elders (Session) 

Clerk of Session: Sylvia Bigler 

 

Class of 2018 

Joe Alber 

Ralph Doerzbacher 

Bill Ervin 

 

Class of 2019 

Bill Clark 

Sue D’Angelo 

Shevaun Donelli O’Connell 

Scott Marshall 

Marsha Villano 

 

Class of 2020 

Anselm George 

Warren Marcus 

Rob Powell 

 

Deacons 

Moderator: Glenn Hopkins 

 

Class of 2018 

Glenn Hopkins 

Shirley Mazourek 

Garry Ostermeier 

Pam Ostermeier 

 

Class of 2019 

Karen Hopkins 

Connie Littlewood 

Sheridan Skura 

Carol Suckow 

 

Class of 2020 

Cam Cowan 

Olivia Ebsary 

Irene Harbison 

Heather Randall 

 

Sunday School Schedule 

TODAY: Sunday School 

NOV. 26: NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursery Schedule  

TODAY: Regina & Ryan Koteras 

Nov. 26: Cynthia Machamer, Olivia McLeod 

 


