
Representative Brian Higgins
Attention: Susan Macri, Staff Representative
726 Exchange St., Suite 601
Buffalo, NY 14210

Dear Representative Higgins:

As your constituent, I am writing to voice my appeal regarding the urgent need for the United States to provide 
assistance and arms aid to our pro-western allies in the Kurdistan Regional Government in Iraq as they provide 
humanitarian assistance to more than 1.2 million refugees from Syria and Iraq, and fight to prevent the genocide 
of Christian and Yezidi religious minorities by the terrorists of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant.

ISIL is waging a war against the most basic pillars of human freedom and civilization; namely, the right to 
freedom of speech and religion and the culture of coexistence and democracy. They target civilians and have 
slaughtered thousands of Christians and Yezidis, and destroyed dozens of religious sites. What has happened is 
unconscionable and it is appropriate to use the word ‘genocide’ to describe their actions.

With dated, light weapons, the Kurdish Peshmerga forces are outgunned, and are not able to soundly defeat 
ISIL. US air support has helped the Peshmerga save some of those trapped by ISIL, but the only way to defeat 
them is to have troops on the ground with right weapons. 

At the same time, the Kurdistan Region is flooded by refugees fleeing the crisis in Syria and the ISIL advance 
through Iraq. Many of these refugees have been displaced two or three times as ISIL continues to take territory. 
At the same time, Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki has withheld the constitutionally guaranteed 17 percent of the 
federal budget since March. This has seriously strained Kurdistan’s ability to provide services to even its own 
residents.

As your constituent, I urge you to support two measures:
1.) Adopt and approve an arms bill that provides the heavy weaponry to the Kurdish Peshmerga forces. 
2.) Continue to provide humanitarian support in terms of food, water, and medical supplies. 

The Kurdistan Region has been a friend of the US since its foundation and was a key ally in the US-led war in 
Iraq. Many Peshmerga fought and died alongside our own US troops during Operation Iraqi Freedom. I ask you 
to support them as they stop the ongoing genocide of the Christian and Yezidi minorities in Iraq.

Thank you for your prompt attention regarding this urgent matter.
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