
 

“Dear friends, as you enter into a joyous reunion 

with Pastor Bill, and discern God’s call in your life as 

a community of faith, I pray that you will be blessed 

with a beautiful, illuminating silence!”—Pastor Gary 

 

From Pastor Gary 
“My worries cannot do much” 

 

For a life to be beautiful, extraordinary abilities or great 
expertise are not required. There is happiness in the 

humble giving of oneself. ~Brother Roger of Taize 

 

n Psalm 131, we find the psalmist in a quiet mood; there 

is nothing but quietness and confidence: “I have calmed 

and quieted my soul … hope in the Lord from this time 

on and forevermore.” 

Brother Roger of Taize reminds us that at times prayer 

becomes silent. 

Peaceful 

communion with 

God can do 

without words. 

“I have calmed 

and quieted my 

soul, like a 

weaned child 

with its mother.” 

Like the satisfied child who has stopped crying and is in its 

mother’s arms, so can “my soul be with me” in the 

presence of God. In these moments, prayer needs no 

words, maybe not even thoughts. This is part of what we 

mean, I believe, when we speak of “thin places.”  

When I travelled to the tiny village of Taize, in the 

Burgundy region of France for the first and only time, it 

was in late December. It was windy and snowing faintly, 

then raining. I could hear the rain lash the windows of my 

small room, then cease. I listened to God in the silence. 

How is it possible to reach inner silence? “Sometimes we 

are apparently silent, and yet we have great discussions 

within, struggling with imaginary partners or with 

ourselves,” Brother Roger observed. “Calming our souls 

requires a kind of simplicity.” 

The psalmist located this simplicity: “I do not occupy 

myself with things too great and too marvelous for me.”  

And then there are these words from Brother Roger, 

which I treasure: 

“Silence means recognizing that my worries can’t do 

much. Silence means leaving to God what is beyond 

my reach and capacity. A moment of silence, even 

very short, is like a holy stop, a sabbatical rest, a 

truce of worries.” 

My worries cannot do much. There is a strange comfort to 

me in these words. I’m called to leave to God what is 

beyond my reach and capacity. Like a newly weaned 

child, I can settle 

down into a quiet 

trust. God will 

provide for our 

needs, both as 

individuals and as a 

community of 

faith. 

Dear friends, as 

you enter into a 

joyous reunion with Pastor Bill, and discern God’s call in 

your life as a community of faith, I pray that you will be 

blessed with a beautiful, illuminating silence! Hope in 

God, our true home. Do not be afraid. Settle down. Our 

worries cannot do much. Look with hope to the God who 

has never failed us.  

Thank you for the privilege of serving you in this 

magnificent place. Godspeed! 

Faithfully, 

The Reverend Dr. Gary Percesepe 
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A Man with a Mission 
He looks like any other educated man living his life in 
Western New York: Rami Al Maqdasi goes to the grocery 
store, talks on his cell phone, goes to church with his 
beautiful wife, helps take care of their lovely daughter, 
and Skypes with his mother every day (yes, every day).  
 
But his circumstances and how Rami arrived here are 
anything but usual. 
 
Born in Basra, Iraq, Rami is one of three sons in a 
Christian family. Their father worked in a government 
factory as an engineering assistant. Their mother stayed 
home and sewed 
clothes. Rami said life 
was good. 
 
“We were raised 
Christian,” he said. 
“Dad loved to read 
the Bible to us.”  
 
He described the 
Saddam regime as 
open and without 
sectarian fighting. 
“People knew we 
were Christians.” 
 
When he was about 10 
everything changed. The sound of missiles ushered in the 
Iraq-Iran War and a series of moves for him and his 
family. They left Basra and moved to Babylon to seek 
shelter and safety with family. He says during that period 
they moved seven to eight times, from one rental unit to 
another. In 1996 they were able to move back to Basra to 
resume their lives. 
 
The Presbyterian Church has been ministering in the 
country since 1824. By the time Rami was 23 years old, 
he said he sensed “a call from God to become a pastor.” In 
answer to that call he left his family and Basra after he 
graduated from university in 2005 to attend a 
Presbyterian school, Evangelical Theological Seminary in 
Cairo, Egypt. He studied theology and biblical languages, 
eventually earning a bachelor’s degree.  
 
At this same time he became engaged to Raya. They had 
met in Jordan two years earlier, through her cousin. Also 
at this time, the president of Iraq, Saddam Hussein, was 
executed. This changed the climate of religious tolerance 

in the country. Now Raya had been sent by her parents to 
Syria for her safety!  
 
Finally in 2008 they were married in Syria. They rented 
an apartment, and Rami earned a living preaching, 
teaching and doing social work during this time of 
turmoil. One day Raya narrowly missed being killed by a 
missile attack. He faced a hard situation when the 
revolution started in Syria and became so dangerous in the 
village where they lived. Rami knew it was time to move 
his family to safety. He believed life in the U.S. would be 
better. “U.S. is peaceful. I would have more future for 
my family,” he said. 

 
After the rebels arrived in his 
village, the young Presbyterian 
pastor knew it was time to 
take action to protect himself, 
his bride, and their little girl, 
Marilyn, who was born in 
2010, in Damascus. So they 
moved back to the northern 
Iraq (Erbil) city where his 
mom and brother are living. 
They were already registered 
with the United Nations since 
they were been in Syria. But 
this process took more than 
five years. The family arrived 

in Buffalo this past March.  
 
“It was difficult to leave my homeland,” says Rami. “But 
America is my home now.”  
 
Rami has not forgotten his people. Christians and other 
religious minorities have been murdered or are in exile. 
He desires to help them by shining a spotlight on their 
plight and serving a church here. He is grateful to North 
Presbyterian Church for its support—“they are very nice 
to us,” he says. He continues to look for ways to be 
resourceful and find work, and looks forward to getting 
his driver’s license and a car for his family. 
 
Raya is studying English and caring for Marilyn. As for 
Rami’s mother and brother, they would love to come to 
America, but it’s difficult to get passports and the process 
will take a long time. For now Rami will continue to 
Skype them. 

 
 



 

Visit www.northchurchwilliamsville.org to obtain a copy of the letter to 
Representative Brian Higgins (D) to voice your appeal regarding the urgent 

need for the United States to provide assistance and arms aid to our pro-
western allies in the Kurdistan Regional Government in Iraq. 

Forum Shone Spotlight  
on Iraqi Conflict  
On August 14, 2014, more than 50 people gathered in 
Westminster Hall to learn from experts about the current 
conflict in Iraq. Alex Ebsary, director of public affairs for 
Kurdish Regional Government in Washington, D.C., 
described the complex geopolitical environment in the 
Kurdistan region, where he lived for several years.  
 

Beginning with the Middle East region, and then focusing 
on Iraq, Alex included these details: 

 The Middle East is a complex area where 
many Arabic dialects are spoken. 

 The neighborhoods are mixed; they 
consist of residents from various ethnic 
groups and religions. People have lived 
together for years. 

 While the Sunnis and Shiites have 
historically been integrated in the Middle 
East, they have become more segregated 
as ethnic tensions have increased. 

 Eighty percent of Iraqis rely on the 
government for employment due to the 
lack of industry. Corruption is prevalent. 

 The Kurds are a separate ethnic group 
that has resided in parts of Turkey, Iraq, 
Iran, Syria, Armenia and Georgia. They 
are allies of the United States. 

 The attacks by the Islamic State in Iraq 
and Syria began in Iraq on January 1, 
2013.  
 

Rami Al Maqdasi, who moved from Iraq with his wife and 
daughter to Cheektowaga, NY, in March 2014, spoke of 
his life in Iraq and Syria. A 
native of Basra, in southern 
Iraq, Rami moved in 2005 
to Syria, where he served 
Christian refugees in 
Damascus. He graduated 
from the Evangelical 
Theological Seminary in 
Cairo, Egypt, and was 
ordained as a Presbyterian 
pastor in Damascus, where 
he served a church until 
2012. At that time, Rami 
and family moved to Erbil, Iraq, in the Kurdish region, 
where he served in the Syrian refugee camps. After trying 
five years to emigrate from Iraq, Rami, Raya, his wife, 

and Marilyn, their daughter, were approved through the 
United Nations and resettled to Buffalo through Journey’s 
End Refugee Services.  
 
Rami spoke and shared photographs of the devastated 
churches and mosques in Syria and Iraq. He told stories 
about a few of the displaced families. He and Alex both 
spoke of the violence occurring under the siege of ISIS.  
 
Yousra and Naelah Ido, sisters from Iraq, spoke of the 
atrocities against the Yazidi people in Iraq. Yazidis 
themselves, they immigrated to the United States 14 
years ago. They shared their grave concerns about 
relatives still in Iraq. 
 
What can we do? 

 Write our elected officials to express your 
opinion about the plight of people in Iraq and 
Syria. A sample letter is available. (See below.)… 

 Donate to organizations working in Iraq, e.g. 
Doctors Without Borders, Save the Children, and 
Mennonite Relief Fund. 

 Pray for peace in Iraq and Syria and for the many 
people who have been displaced and harmed. 

 Assist the Al Maqdasi family by helping Rami find 
employment and eventually obtain a car. They 
also welcome help learning about Western New 
York and mastering English. A fund to assist with 
expenses not covered by the aid they receive has 
been set up at North. You may designate your 
donation by noting “Al Maqdasi family” on your 
check. 
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Regular Worship Schedule 
Begins two services: 
September 14    

8:30 and 10:45 

 

Notes from the  
Mission Committee 
This month’s write-up on our mission work deals with 
our support to Harvest House, Journey’s End 
Refugee Services, Catholic Charities Immigration 
and Refugee Services, and Habitat for Humanity. 
 
North Church has been a long-time supporter of Harvest 
House, one of the most effective local providers of 
services to those in need. The New Hope Education 
Center offers quality educational programs to people in 
our community who are either not working or working at 
low-income jobs. Students receive the advanced training 
they need to make a living. The Baby and Children’s 
Ministry provides families with young children clothing 
and supplies. Harvest House is the largest provider of 
free baby items in the city. The Good Neighbors 
Health Center provides primary care, dental and vision 
care for families without health insurance. Furthermore, 
Harvest House provides retreat space to more than 120 
teenage, adult and family groups per year. Harvest 
House is home to the Buffalo Diocese program, Young 
Christians at Work, and the national service experience, 
Young Neighbors in Action. 
 
Each year the U.S. admits 80,000 persons with refugee or 
asylum status. Of these, 2,000 are settled in Buffalo. 
Approximately half of the arrivals are assisted in their 
resettlement by Journey’s End Refugee Services and 
Catholic Charities Immigration and Refugee 
Services. Refugee resettlement, education services, 
language training, employment services, 
immigration/legal services and interpretation services are 
the broad categories of support that are provided through 
a myriad of programs. These agencies are chronically 
stretched by heavy caseloads and limited resources, both 
in funding and in staff. We believe that our contributions 
are an effective way to assist our newest community 
members to restore hope and to enable them to become 
healthy, independent, contributing members of the 
community. 
 
Since 1985, Habitat for Humanity of Buffalo has 
dedicated more than 250 homes for families who meet 
certain income qualifications and put in 500 hours of 

“sweat equity.” Habitat homes are purchased with a zero-
interest mortgage. For many years teams from North 
Church worked one day a month plus one week in the 
summer on a new house or a rebuild. While we no longer 
do this, individuals are still encouraged to volunteer 
directly with Habitat for Humanity through its website. 
Our support now is financial. Of special interest this year 
is that for the first time, Habitat will specifically assist 
those who have served the country, constructing homes 
for veterans and their families through a special Veterans 
Build project.  
 
The church website http://northchurchwilliamsville.org has 
links to these and other agencies that receive support 
from our congregation. We are always grateful for your 
generous contributions to these efforts.  

 

Book Clubs 
Wednesday Morning  
The group meets in the library at 10:00am on the third 
Wednesday of each month. All are invited. September 
17. Con Game: Bernard Madoff and His Victims (2012) by 
Lionel S. Lewis. The author has agreed to join us in 
our discussion of his book. October 15: All the Light 
We Cannot See (531 pgs., 2014) by Anthony Doerr.  
 
Wednesday Afternoon  
While this book club does not indulge in donuts, we 
definitely indulge in a lively discussion and conversation. 
Come and join us! The book for September 24 is The Art 
Forger, by B.A.Shapiro.  
 
Check out the books at 
http://www.pinterest.com/northchurch/ 

 
Wednesday TLC 

The earth belongs to God and all that is therein—
including crabgrass and 
mosquitoes! We can't do much 
about the latter, but our church 
grounds need a little TLC. Our 
flower beds around the church 
need to be maintained, and 
several of us have been trying to 
free the labyrinth of various 
weeds. Sue D’Angelo has started 
a Wednesday morning gardening 
group on the first and third 
Wednesday of the month to get together and spruce up 
the property, including adding a little bit of seasonal 

http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/
http://www.pinterest.com/northchurch/


color—like mums in the fall! We will meet at 9:00 for 
some fellowship and gardening, then go out for coffee. 
Call or email Sue D'Angelo: 689-5752 or 
sjdangelo@hotmail.com for more information. 

 

Adult Ed.: Sundays,  
9:30am in the Library 
September 7, 14, 21, 28 
Can Christmas Still Change the World? An Advent Conspiracy 
Families and individuals are invited to substitute 
compassion for consumerism by practicing four simple 
but powerful, counter-cultural concepts: worship fully, 
spend less, give more, love all. 
 
Bible Study/Resource Center 
Starting September 14 
We will be studying the Gospel of Luke. All are 
welcome. No preparation or document purchases are 
required. Like last year, the leadership of the sessions will 
rotate, voluntarily, among the attendees. 

 

A Message from the Planned 

Giving Committee 
As summer winds down our thoughts begin shifting to all 

those things we meant to do, but never quite got around 

to doing. If one of the items on your to-do-list is making 

or revising your will, I hope you will consider including 

the church in your estate planning. Whether or not you 

decide to include the church, every adult should have a 

will for the protection of their family and to ensure their 

assets are disbursed according to their wishes. 

 

Including North can lead to many positive outcomes, such 

as   

 providing a continuing level of support for the 

Church’s mission and ministries, 

 enabling unexpected needs to be addressed, 

 supplementing annual giving during tough 

economic times when there is a budget short-fall, 

and  by  

 avoiding the need for special appeals when 

important opportunities arise. 

 

A pamphlet titled Remembering North with a Legacy Gift in 

the literature rack near the Church office provides more 

detail. Please pick up a copy and look it over. The 

members of the Planned Giving Committee listed below 

can answer general questions, but consult with your 

attorney or financial/tax advisor for specific details 

concerning your estate plans. Thank you. 

 

From The Planned Giving Committee 

Joe Alber 

Roger Gross 

Mary Beth Karr 

 

Adult Choir and Bells 
Attention adult choir members and others who like to sing: 
Please join us at 7 p.m. Thursday, September 4, for a 
“welcome back” reception. This will be followed by the 
first rehearsal of the season at approximately 7:30. New 
members are always welcome. 
 
Attention handbell ringers: 
Bell rehearsals will resume on Thursday, September 11, 
at 6:30 PM. 

 

Women’s Circles 
Martha Circle is September 9 at 1:30 p.m. in the 
church library. 
 
Sarah Circle is September 10 at 7:30pm at Linda 
Quimby’s home: 152 Hidden Ridge Common, 
Williamsville 

 

Communications Corner 

Make sure you are plugged into these communication 
tools so you are part of the family! 

Newsletter (North Star) 
You can submit news online at 
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-
bulletin-and-north-star/ as well as e-mailing it to 
n.church@verizon.net.  
Facebook 
“Like” us today! 
https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsvil
le?ref=hl 
Sunday Bulletin 
If you have an announcement, please e-mail it to 
n.church@verizon.net by noon on Wednesday or 
submit it online at 
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-
bulletin-and-north-star/ 
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E-mail Blasts 
Church-wide e-mail generally goes out on Thursday 
afternoon or evening. If you are not receiving this 
communication but would like to, e-mail 
n.church@verizon.net to be added to the list. 
Pinterest 
From books and favorite recipes (including gluten-
free) to thoughts about volunteering and ideas about 
helping the homeless, we have pinned many 
interesting items. Check it out! Follow us. 
http://www.pinterest.com/northchurch/ 
Voicemail 
If you call the church and get the answering machine, 
we welcome your voice message. As prompted, you 
will press 21 to leave a message in the office. Your 
call will be returned as soon as we are able (usually 
within less than 24 hours). 

YOUNG ADULTS – new series starting 

September 15 

All 18-30-year-olds are invited the second Monday of 

each month (special start time in September due to 

Labor Day) from 7-9pm at Peter and Tara Martin's home 

in Amherst. We'll start with dinner and casual 

fellowship at 7pm and transition to a Bible study at 

8pm. We'll study key Bible passages according to our 

church calendar (Ordinary Time, Advent, etc.). Please 

RSVP to Peter (pmartin@northchurchwilliamsville.org) if 

you are planning on coming, just so we know for how 

many to prepare dinner. Sharing of dietary restrictions 

is also appreciated.  

We will also have a second meeting every month. Some 

of these meetings will be at the church, others will 

involve more informal fellowship like a corn maze. 

We look forward to enjoying the blessings of fun, food, 

Christian fellowship, getting to know other people 

better, forming a community of supportive friends, 

studying the story of Scripture and sharing our own 

stories. And we invite you to join us! Please contact 

Peter if you want to be added to the email and text list. 

  

Where: Camp Duffield in 

Delevan, New York 

  

Who’s Invited: All 6th-12th 

graders (please invite your 

friends!) – The youth fellowship of 

Clarence and Deerhurst 

Presbyterian will once again be 

joining us. We need adult 

counselors, too. 

 

When: weekend of October 24-

26 

 

Adults, please mark your 

calendars as we always 

need help for this event. 

More details coming next 

month. 
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Church school & youth 

group for all ages starting  

September 21 
Last year we began implementing our Feasting on the 

Word curriculum with positive results. We will once 

again be following our lectionary, studying the same 

Bible passages as the rest of the church on Sunday 

mornings. 

The North Side (4th-8th grade) and South Side (4 yrs thru 

3rd grade) will meet during the latter half of the 

10:45am service except for communion Sundays, when 

they will meet during the first half of the service. We 

will also be celebrating Family Worship Sundays once a 

month when classes will not meet and the entire family 

will worship together on a Sunday morning. On your 

first day of classes please turn in the registration form, 

which will be available in the pews throughout 

September. You can also find it online at 

http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/education/sunday-

school/. Senior high church school/youth group will 

meet Sunday mornings 9:30-10:30am. Some mornings 

we will feature formal Bible study, others more casual 

fellowship.  

Please note: right now the scheduled gatherings for all 

ages are only happening Sunday mornings, so we invite 

the whole family to prioritize Sunday mornings as this 

one chance for fellowship! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, August 18, through Thursday, August 21, every 
morning “Shake It Up” Vacation Bible School met at 
North Presbyterian Church, guiding 42 children pre-
kindergarten through 5th grade through various stations 
(cooking, crafts, music, and Bible story) to learn about 
the endless connections between meal fellowship and 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
For all our regular congregants who brought their kids 
out to learn and fellowship this week, thank you for 
your support. Everyone in the congregation, when you 
have a chance, please thank Tara Martin, Chris Gunther, 
Marty Shafer, Dale and Carol Suckow, Sue D’Angelo, 
and Alexandra & Jacob Orlando for all their help that 
week. An especially big thank you goes to Erin, 
Madison, and Ashtyn Kahler for making the whole week 
possible with your initiative, leadership, and 
perseverance. 
 
Please note that the majority of our children 
registrations and volunteers were non-congregants. We 
sent letters home detailing our church school 
programming this fall in our hopes of getting folks to 
come back, but we will need church school teachers to 
make this ministry happen. Please see next page for 
more information and how to sign up. 

 

Coming soon: a photo album of our week!  

(Photo by Warren Marcus) 
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Teachers Needed  

Thanks again to everyone who has volunteered back in 

May to be a part of North’s mission to children and 

youth. See below for a list of open spots for church 

school teachers along with the dates. Please check 

northchurchwilliamsville.org/teachers/ for a full 

description of teachers’ roles. 

northchurchwilliamsville.eventbrite.comGo to  and 

follow the steps to sign up for teaching. 

Session 1– North Side (4th-8th grade class)  
One to Two 4th-6th grade small group teachers 

One to Two 7th & 8th grade small group teachers 
Teacher Collaboration meeting TBD 
Classes meet on  

 September 21 

 September 28 

 October 5 (10:45am start) 

 October 19 

 October 26 

 
Session 1– South Side (4 yrs thru 3rd grade class)  
4 Teachers 
Classes meet on  

 September 21 

 September 28 

 October 5 (10:45am start) 

 October 19 

 October 26 

 
Session 2– North Side (4th-8th grade class)   
One to Two 4th-6th grade small group teachers 
One to Two 7th & 8th grade small group teachers 
Classes meet on  

 November 9 

 November 16 

 December 23 

 December 7 

 December 14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Session 2 – South Side (4 yrs thru 3rd grade class)   
 One Teacher 
Teacher Collaboration meeting on Noon November 3 
Classes meet on  

 November 9 

 November 16 

 December 23 

 December 7 

 December 14 
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