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Walkers from last year’s event paused for a 

photographic moment. 

 

Why are we part of an  

interfaith walk? 
 

 

hy are we part of the Abraham Walk? 
Nine years ago I was approached by 
two members of Westminster 

Presbyterian Church and asked if our congregation 
would be interested in participating in an interfaith 
event to celebrate the heritage we 
share with Muslims and Jews. 
Each of our faiths traces its origin 
back to a common spiritual 
ancestor: Abraham. As told in 
Genesis, Abraham and Sarah were 
called to leave their home and go 
to a land that God would show 
them so that God could establish a 
new nation from their progeny.  
 
This begins the development of 
Judaism; and through Judaism 
Christians have inherited that 
origin. Muslims also identify 
Abraham as the originator of their 
faith, with the difference that it was 
Abraham’s son, Ishmael, and not 

Isaac, who carried on the call. There’s no 
suggestion that Ishmael and Isaac are rivals in 
Genesis. In fact, when Abraham sends Ishmael and 
his mother Hagar away, God protects them and 
makes a promise to Hagar that Ishmael will become 

a great nation 
in his own 
right. 
 
Because our 
religions 
share this 
common 
heritage, we 
are invited to 
celebrate it 
and join our 
Muslim and 
Jewish 

cousins in a 
pilgrimage that 
ends with a 
meal when the 

W 
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“We need to walk and eat together. 
The Abraham Walk and Abraham 
Table are a remedy for what divides 
us. It’s not the only way, but it’s 
certainly a good one.”—Pastor Bill 

Muslim community breaks their fast one night 
during Ramadan. This year the Abraham Walk and 
Abraham Table will be held on June 8th. You may 
notice that it is held a little earlier each year. This is 
because the Islamic calendar is lunar and doesn’t 
correct itself to match the common solar calendar 
we use, so months and dates move about ten days 
earlier each year.  
 
Given the tension between our faiths in the shadow 
of violence (as I write this, Manchester, England, is 
recovering from a recent suicide bombing at a 
concert, leaving more than 20 people dead and 
many injured), expressions of unity and 
cooperation are desperately needed. Our Muslim 
neighbors have been mischaracterized over and 
over in the 
media; our 
Jewish 
neighbors 
have been 
targets of 
anti-
Semitic 
attacks; Christians have been fearful and suspicious 
rather than welcoming and supportive. We need to 
walk and eat together. The Abraham Walk and 
Abraham Table are a remedy for what divides us. 
It’s not the only way, but it’s certainly a good one. 
 
I hope you’ll join in this important expression of 
unity. We gather at 5:30 pm on Thursday, June 8th, 
here at North to start the Walk to the Islamic 
Center on Heim Road at 5:45. If 4.5 miles is more 
than you’re able to do, then please join us at Heim 
Middle School at 7:00 to walk the last mile. Or, if 
walking isn’t an option for you, come join us for 
the program and dinner at 8:00, the meal will start 
at sundown, 8:57 pm.  

I hope to see you there as we share our common 
heritage of grace and peace through the God who 
calls us all. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Bill 

 
 
Nuts & Bolts of the Event 
When: Thursday, June 8 

Where: The 4.5-mile Walk of Abraham will take 

place at 5:30pm. North Presbyterian Church  

What: The event takes place in conjunction with the 

11th annual Tent of Abraham event, which begins 

at the Islamic Center on Heim, followed by a 

breaking of the fast and a five-course ethnic dinner.  

Shorter walks: Participants may also take part in a 

shorter walk, if they choose; a one-mile walk 

begins at Heim Middle School.  

Donations needed: Non-perishable food items and 

cash donations will be collected for the less 

fortunate.  

Sign-up: Please sign up by May 31 by calling North 

Presbyterian Church at 632-1330 or e-mail 

n.church@verizon.net. 

mailto:n.church@verizon.net
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Children’s Choir Director Retires 
e can all open the Bible and read the 
Christmas story from one of the 
Gospels, but how much more 

memorable is the age-old story when told through 
the beautiful faces and voices of the children 
through the years during pageants at North 
Presbyterian Church? 

 
For 33 years, Marty Shafer 

directed the Children’s & Youth Choir, and for 
many of those years she and her “posse” gifted to us 
a production that made us laugh and cry tears of 
joy.  
 
Through the years we watched these children of 
North grow up and leave us and come back from 
time to time. 
 
Several of them came back on Sunday, May 14, to 
honor their beloved choir director on her 
retirement as she, the one and only Marty Shafer, 

led her current children’s & youth choir, in a 
choral introit, Get on Board during the 10:45 a.m. 
worship service, and later an anthem, Glory Bound. 
 
At the end of the service, they joined her and her 
children’s & youth choir, to be led one last time, in 
All Night All Day. Marty’s daughters, Jessica and 

Lindsay, were among the singers, and the 
bittersweet tears of the alumni singers 
were abundant as the children observed. 
A child jumping into Marty’s arms and 
hugging her seemed to express well all 
our thoughts. 
 
After the service, worshippers met in 
the fellowship hall for a celebration 
with food prepared by Chris Gunther 
and many delicious desserts. 
Presentations were made by church 
staff and parents of children.  
 
From the bulletin on Sunday, May 
14: Today we celebrate Marty Shafer’s 
retirement as Children’s & Youth Choir 
director after serving for 33 years. 

Marty has nurtured our children and youth with 
laughter, music, and love. She has created memories that 
these young people will carry with them their whole lives 
and share for many years. North Church has been blessed 
by her ministry in this place. 
 

To see more photos and videos, visit 
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/creative-
worship/music/ and 
https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliams
ville/ 
 

(Photo this page: former children’s choir members join the 
children in a final number on May 14 as Marty Shafer 
directs one last time. Photo by Amanda Parker) 

 

W 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/creative-worship/music/
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/creative-worship/music/
https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville/
https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville/
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FROM MARTY SHAFER 

A HUGE and VERY 

heart-warming THANK 

YOU to my entire North 

Church family for your 

overwhelming generosity, love, kindness, 

tender thoughts and words, and amazing 

support that you showed to me on May 

14th for my retirement from directing the 

Children's/Youth Choir. The many 

surprises, 

(particularly the 

"Alumni 

Homecoming"), 

the beautiful 

reception, the 

gift certificates 

to the Shaw 

Festival and 

lodging in 

Niagara-On-

The-Lake, and your wonderful messages 

to me were so unexpected, but so 

appreciated.  

 

A very "special" thank you to Olivia 

Ebsary, Cynthia Machamer, Chris 

Gunther, Bill Hennessy, Carol Meyers, 

Heather Randall, Debbie Snyder, and the 

entire Children's Choir and parents, my 

wonderful Adult Choir "family", Marlene 

Harrington, and the great, spirited North 

Church staff!!! This is a very "bittersweet" 

occasion for me. Making music and 

worshipping God through this music and 

re-telling the 

CHRISTMAS 

story every year 

with the children 

of this church 

has been my 

love and my 

passion for 33 

years! I'm not 

sure who I will 

be after this, but 

my faith, love, and commitment to NPC 

will re-shape me. Thank you again.  

 
(Photos this page: the roses the choir alumni presented to 
Marty during worship make a lovely bouquet; the children 
pose with a blanket throw they had made for her with all 
their names on it. Photo by Amanda Parke 
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The 9th Floor 

The Veterans Mission Project 2017 
Story and photos by Cynthia Machamer 
 

he place should come with a 
disclaimer that reads something like 
this: “Enter here and you may just 

want to stay awhile and get to know a 
veteran!” That’s how I felt after just 45 
minutes touring and chatting with four 
special veterans at Willow Lodge at the 
VA Medical Center on Bailey Ave. in 
Buffalo.  
 

Before I arrived at my destination—the 9th 
floor of the medical center—I 
encountered numerous veterans waiting 
to receive care. Many used canes or were 
seated in wheelchairs. I had never before 
been to the VA. In 2015 when our church 
served there during Service Sunday I 
hosted a different site. 
 
I rode the elevator up with many veterans 
and a few hospital staff, and by the time I 
reached the 9th floor, I was alone with my 
thoughts. I have seen ads on TV asking 
for help for veterans, and I felt 
sympathetic, but never was I faced with 
the need so personally myself. Until 
today. Seeing real people. Real people in 
my own backyard who served to secure 
my freedom. I was dumbstruck by the 
enormity of this and inspired to give 
back. Some how. Some way.  
Immediately when I stepped off the 
elevator on the 9th floor, I was greeted by 

Nancy Kaszynski, recreation therapist 
(CTRS), who has worked at the VA for 27 
years. My energetic and amazing “tour 
guide” told me that Willow Lodge is a 20-
bed facility for men and women who 
need palliative or rehabilitative care. 
Some of them become well enough to go 
home; some don’t.  
 
Allow me to introduce four of the brave 
men who served our country. 
 
Sydney 
Age: 102 (photo below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hometown: Manhattan 

Service: Army Air Corps, WWII 

Favorite TV program: news 

T 
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Favorite pet growing up: dog, a mini-

Schnauzer 
 

Steven 
Age: 92 

Hometown: Buffalo 

Service: Army, 1943-45 

Favorite TV program: “Family Feud” 

 
Charles (above) 
Age: 71 

Hometown: Niagara Falls 

Service: U.S. Army, 1963-66 

Favorite TV program: “Price Is Right” 

Favorite pet growing up: German 

shepherd named Argo 
 

Steven 
Age: 54 

Hometown: Buffalo 

Service: U.S. Army, 1980-2000 

Favorite pets growing up: Prince 

(Shepherd) & Duke (Husky) 

 
HOW YOU CAN MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE ON THE 9TH FLOOR      
This is the fourth year North Presbyterian 

Church has raised money to support the 

Veterans Missions Project. All money 

received goes to purchase gift cards that are 

used to provide extra treats for the veterans at 

Willow Lodge. They enjoy pizza parties, 

donuts, and other spur-of-the-moment 

goodies. Will you consider giving now 

through Independence Day? 
 

In 2016 we raised $800. Will you help us 

double that amount this year! Please send 

your gift, made out to NPC, to 300 N. Forest 

Rd., Williamsville, NY 14221, and write 

“Veterans Project” on the memo line, by July 

2. Or, if you plan on being in church on one of 

the Sundays up through July 2, you may drop 

your check in the offering plate or in the 

specially marked box in the Dickinson Room. 

THANK YOU! 
 

Visit 
https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliams
ville/ to see a video of Willow Lodge  

https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville/
https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville/


7 

 

 

 

 

 

Rooftop panels at North Church—
celebrating five-year anniversary of 
installation and leaving the world less 
damaged than we found it. 

Boyer, Colt Inducted into 
Aviation and Space Hall of Fame 
On Friday, May 12, Don Boyer and John Colt 
(longtime North Church members) were inducted 
into the Niagara Frontier Aviation and Space Hall 
of Fame at a special formal ceremony and awards 
dinner at the Protocol Restaurant in Williamsville, 
NY. Colt was awarded posthumously.  
 

Dr. Boyer (left), who grew 
up in Australia, completed 
his undergraduate studies at 
the University of Melbourne 
(B.Sc., physics, 1953) and 
earned a doctorate in 
aerophysics and aerospace 
engineering at the Institute 
for Aerospace Studies, 
University of Toronto 

(CAL) in 1959. His work combined fluid dynamics 
and high-temperature physics with creative 
experiments at Cornell Laboratory/Calspan. His 
research and CAL facilities achieved worldwide 
praise and recognition that greatly influenced other 
researchers and addressed important problems in 
the aerospace sciences. Dr. Boyer retired in 1995 
after 36 years of service. 
 

John Colt, engineer at 
Bell Aerospace for 36 years 
developing and testing the 
Agena Rocket engine 
(current record 97.3 % 
test, 100% remote-
controlled in-space 
multiple re-ignition) 
Gemini, Apollo missions. 
He researched and designed 

tanks for long-term storage of volatile cryogenic 
fluids with positive expulsion—liquid oxygen, 

nitric acid, etc.—assuring Minuteman’s ICBM 
stability in silo storage for USA defense.  
 
Congratulations to both men on receiving this 
honor. According to Wynn Colt, widow of John 
Colt, “both…are capable, dedicated, extremely 
modest aerospace scientists [who are] well-
deserving award recipients.” 

 
Celebrating Five Years  
of Solar Panels 
By Pat Townsend 

Since May 1, 2012, North Church and the sun, 
working together, have produced 136,000 kWh of 
clean, renewable electricity. This energy is fed into 
the electric grid year around. How much energy is 
this? Enough to provide about 60% of the church’s 
electricity, as 
we expected.  
 
Together 
we’ve saved 
95 tons of 
climate-
destroying 
carbon 
dioxide, 
equivalent to 
planting 3700 
trees. We’ve 
now learned 
that fracked natural gas has been leaking methane at 
the wellhead, which is a potent greenhouse gas, so 
the clean electricity we produce avoids some of 
that, too. 
 
We’ve saved money, too, a few thousand dollars 
each of the first several years, $1000 this year (after 
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The Townsends rallied in Buffalo—

along with Congressman Brian Higgins 

(D)—on Earth Day—to bring attention 

to the issues of climate change. (Photo 

by Warren Marcus.) 

lease payments) because the price of electricity is 
down, now that natural gas is cheaper.  
 
The point of the panels was never money but 
climate justice. None of us want to leave the world 
more damaged than we found it.  
 

Townsends Rally for  
Climate Change 
Bill and Pat Townsend of North Church were two 
of countless climate change activists who rallied in 
Buffalo on Earth Day—April 22, 2017—to send a 
message to 
President 
Trump that 
climate change 
is real and poses 
dangers. 
Buffalo’s rally 
was one of 
several 

happening in 
cities across the 
nation, including 
in Denver, 
Chicago, and 
Washington, 
DC. Activists gathered at Niagara Square then 
headed to the marina to highlight the importance of 
protecting water. They then walked back to the 
square.  
 

For Amherst Residents Only 
Learn how you can solarize your home. Receive a 
free solar evaluation at http://solarizeamherst.org. 
But hurry! To receive waiver of fee permit from 
Town of Amherst you must have contract signed 
with contractor by June 5. Installation will be 
completed by July 31. 

Planning for Service Sunday  
Set to Begin  
You are invited to join our planning team on 
Tuesday, June 6, at 7:00 p.m. in the church 
library. We’re working on plans for 2017 Service 
Sunday, which will be held on September 17. Your 
input and suggestions are welcome. More than 110 
people participated at 10 service sites during 
Service Sunday 2015. We are building from the 
success of that event and North’s commitment to 
reach out in mission and ministry. If you can’t join 
us for the meeting, please pass along your ideas to 

any of our committee members: Sue 
D’Angelo, Bob Henderson, Mary Beth Karr, 
Karen Roesser, and Brian Pettit. 
 

Sunday Adult Education Bible 
Study—9:30 a.m., Resource 
Center 
We are studying The Parables of Jesus. The study 

leaders are volunteers. We are reading and 
discussing the parables of Jesus in the Synoptic 
Gospels. We also study the lectionary scriptures. 
Books and study guides are not required. Come 
join us. 
 

Summer Opportunity for Faith 
Formation and Bible Study for 
Adults 
Join us for Bible study in the New Testament book 
of Hebrews on one or more summer Sundays at 
around 10:30 a.m. in the church library. This 
summer we will hang our study around the topics 
in the 2017-18 PW/Horizons Bible Study Cloud of 
Witnesses, by Melissa Bane Sevier. Sevier’s guide 
focuses on the topics of community and hope. It 
is not necessary to purchase the guide, but if you 

http://solarizeamherst.org/


9 

 

 

 

 

 

wish to buy one to study independently, there are 
copies available in the church office for $10 each. 

 

Book Groups 
Everyone is welcome to come to a book group 
discussion. They meet the third Wednesday of each 
month at 10:00 a.m. and the fourth Wednesday of 
the month at 1:00 p.m. in the library.  
June 21, 10:00 a.m. Always Outnumbered, Always 
Outgunned by Walter Mosley 
June 28, 1:00 p.m. A Gentleman in Moscow by 
Amor Towles 
July 19, 10:00 a.m. Right Here, Right Now: The 
Buffalo Anthology by Jody K. Biehl 
 

Interfaith Playgroup 
Babies and toddlers, with their caregivers, are 
invited to an Interfaith Playgroup on select 
Thursdays this summer. Join us in the nursery at 
North Church from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. on June 
15 & 29, July 13 & 27; and August 10 & 24. No 
formal agenda is planned. Our goal is making 
friends among all of God's children. (Note: 
caregivers must stay with their children. This is not 
a drop-off activity.) 
 

Sympathy and Prayers 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the 
families who lost loved ones. 

Douglas Littlewood Sr., March 16 
Sidney Gross, March 25 (wife of Roger 

Gross) 
Janis Townsend, March 23 (sister of Bill 
Townsend) 
Rosemary Snyder, April 16 (mother of Debbie 
Hutton) 
Marjorie Rugg, April 19 (mother of Bill Rugg) 

Blaine Fisher, May 5 (brother of Meg 
Doerzbacher) 

 
Take Our Survey 
Several days ago we e-mailed a survey to you asking 
you to share your opinion about how you think we 
should allocate our limited mission budget dollars 
this year. If you haven’t taken that survey yet, 
please do so by going to this link: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PC9HRJ5. If 
you would like a paper survey, please see Ann 
Eisenlord and request a survey. 

 

Hey Kids, Let’s Go to Darien Lake! 
On Monday, August 7, children going into grades 
four, five, and six are invited to Darien Lake for 
the day. Lunch and park ticket for each student will 
be provided. This trip is provided from proceeds 
received from our fundraisers during the year. 

Those who plan to attend must 

RSVP by July 9th to pre-teen 

coordinator Kim Will at 

kwill.npc@verizon.net.  

Special Offering:  
Celebrating Youth 
North Church will receive the Celebrating 
Youth offering on June 4, which is both Pentecost 
and Confirmation Sunday. The Celebrating Youth 
offering will replace the PC(USA) Pentecost 
Offering this year. One hundred percent of the 
Celebrating Youth offering will be sent to the 
ENERGY and FLY Afterschool Programs of WEDI 
(Westminster Economic Development Initiative). 
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PC9HRJ5
mailto:kwill.npc@verizon.net
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The ENERGY program for children in grades 1-6 
meets at Westminster Presbyterian Church in 
Buffalo. Most of the children are from refugee 
families. The children receive a home-cooked 
meal, help with homework, tutoring, and love 
from a volunteer mentor. FLY, for middle school 
refugee students, is housed at Lafayette High 
School. Participants receive homework help, 
instruction in English, and tutoring in a setting that 
also helps them to adjust to life in a new country 
with a new language. 
 
When refugee children register for school they are 
placed in the grade that corresponds with their age, 
whether or not they have attended school before, 
had long interruptions in their schooling, or 
understand English. They struggle to catch up and 
keep up. Programs such as ENERGY and FLY 
provide help that is essential to their academic 
success. Please give generously. 

 

Special 
Olympics 
Champion 
Congratulations 

to Ryan 
Koteras 

(pictured left) for 
his big wins in 
Special Olympics 
at Windermere 
Blvd. School on 
Saturday, May 20, 

where he is a 4th-grade student. He took first 
place in the 100-meter run; second in the softball 
throw; and first in the standing long jump. Well 
done, Ryan! 

 

Hutton Receives Third  
Grade Bible 
Henry Hutton received his third grade Bible on 
Sunday, May 21, during the 10:45 a.m. worship 
service. After worship, he was the guest of honor at 
a reception to commemorate this special day. 
(photo by Warren Marcus) 
 

Breakfast for Domestic Violence 
Awareness 
You are cordially invited to attend the Family 
Justice Center’s annual Voices Ending Violence 
breakfast at the Buffalo Convention Center on 
Friday, June 9, from 7:30-9 a.m. There is no cost 
to attend but envelopes will be available for those 
who wish to make a contribution to the ongoing 
work of the center. The program presented will be 
a call to action. If you are able to attend, please 
speak to Sue D’Angelo or JoAnne Alderfer.  
 

Church Picnic  
The annual church picnic is Sunday, June 11, after 
the 10:45 a.m. worship service. Each family is 
asked to bring a salad, casserole or dessert, and $3 
per person donation to cover cost of hot dogs, 
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rolls, and condiments. This is the last Sunday of 
two worship services. We begin summer worship 
at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, June 18. 

 
Volunteer 
Appreciation Sunday 
From acolytes and liturgists to 
Sunday school teachers and 
committee members, volunteers 
are an integral part of helping 
North Church fulfill its mission. 
On Sunday, June 11, during the 
10:45 a.m. worship service, we 
will recognize all volunteers. 
Thank you for all you do at 
North Church. 

 
Clothes to Nigeria 

If you have gently used clothes for warm weather, 
sneakers or shoes for men, women and children 
you would like to donate to the people of Nigeria, 
please bring them to the church throughout July. 
Azubike Kalu-Nwiwu will deliver them. Thank 
you. 

Marcus 
Receives 
Award 
Lauraine Marcus, wife 
of Elder Warren 
Marcus, received the 

Network of Religious Communities. Volunteer of 
the Year reward for her work for the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Amherst. Initially involved 
in the choir, she gradually became more involved in 
church leadership. She became a trustee, serving as 

an officer and then board chair. She coordinated 
three consecutive annual budget drives.  
 

Out and About in the Community 
For the past several months we have been listing 
community events on our website to help make 
folks aware of happenings in the neighborhood. We 
hope you will check it out, and send us news of 
your events so we can spread the good news. Visit 
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/adults/out-
about/ to read more.  
 
For example, the Pride Parade is one such event we 
are highlighting on the page. Held on Sunday, June 
4, it is a time when the LBGTQ community 
marches together down Elmwood Avenue in 
celebration of their history and culture.  
 
 

Summer Worship Schedule 

June 18-September 3:  

one service at 9:30 a.m. 
 
 
 

Save the Date: Chiavetta’s 
Chicken BBQ Fundraiser for 

Missions 
Join us Wednesday, September 27, from 3-7 p.m. 
for a delicious meal! Stay tuned to learn about ways 
you can help with this event and buy tickets! 
 

 
Celebrate Baptism! 
Wynn Manning, born to Jessica & Dale Warner 
on January 13, 2017, was baptized on May 7, 
2017. Congratulations! 

 
 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/adults/out-about/
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/adults/out-about/
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Recycle Electronic 
Waste 
Saturday, June 10 
9:30am-1:30pm 
Eastern Hills Mall, 4545 
Transit Rd., Williamsville 
 

Drop off your old electronics to be properly 
recycled 
 

 Laptops 

 Desktops 

 TVs (limit 4 per car) 

 Cell phones 

 Video game consoles 

 Printers 

 Scanners 

 MP3 players 

 
For complete list visit and more information visit 
ranzenhofer.nysenate.gov  

 
Sponsor a Child 
Would you consider sponsoring a child for 2017 
to be able to attend the Sir Charles Clore Jewish-
Arab Community summer camp in Akko, Israel? 
(This is one of the sites Pastor Bill visited during 
his trip in January 2016.) To learn more visit 
http://ajcenter.org.il/.  
 
Your gift will enable a child from a less fortunate 
circumstance to have a 15-day holiday. He/she 
will experience positive encounters between 
Arab and Jewish children in a safe and nurturing 
space at a local kibbutz and on exciting day trips. 

 
Also, camp will expose children to counselors—
graduates of the camp—who become positive 
role models in a deprived city where negative 
influences are never far away. 
 
To make a gift that will has the potential to 
change a life, please email clare@ajcenter.org.il 
for the form. Thank you! 
 

Academic Summer Camp @ 
North Church 
Parents, are you looking for a 
place where your children will 
receive quality care, learning, 
and fun as well? Check out LE3 
at North Church. Children 
enjoy field trips every 
Wednesday! www.LE3-inc.org. 
Families of North Church 
receive a 10% discount.  

http://ajcenter.org.il/
mailto:clare@ajcenter.org.il
http://www.le3-inc.org/
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Celebrate 
Installation 
You’re invited to 
the installation of 
Rami Al Maqdasi 
as pastor of 
Dunkirk 
Presbyterian 
Church on 
Sunday, June 25, 
at 3 p.m. Congratulations! 
 

Save the Dates 
June 4  Confirmation Sunday 
June 11 Annual Church picnic and Volunteer 

Appreciation Sunday 
June 12 Memorial Service: Sidney Gross 

(10am) 
June 14 Memorial Service: Emil Rien 

(10:30am) 
June 18 First worship service of 9:30am only 
June 25 Rami Al Maqdasi installation, 

Dunkirk Pres. (3pm) 

 
July 4  Office closed (Independence Day) 
 
August 15 North Star deadline 
 
September 4 Office closed (Labor Day) 
September 17 Service Sunday 
September 27 Chiavetta’s BBQ chicken fundraiser 

for missions (3-7pm) 
 

 
 
 
 

Summer Giving 
For many of us, our church attendance 
patterns fluctuate over the summer. Even 
when you’re away from North, please try to 
keep your financial support of the church 
current. North’s expenses continue through 
the summer—lawn maintenance, building 
cleaning and care, payroll and our mission 
giving to other organizations. Remember that 
you can always mail your gift to the Church 

at 300 N. Forest Dr., Williamsville, NY14221, or 
make a gift online at 
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/donations/.  
Thank you for your support of the mission and 
ministries of North Church! 
 

Change in North Star Schedule 
In an effort to better meet the needs of our church, 
we have developed a new publishing schedule for 
the newsletter. North Star will be published four 
times a year—March, June, September, and 
December. We believe that other methods of 
communication that we use—Thursday e-mail, 
Facebook, bulletin, and website—are quite 
effective in communicating messages. Because we 
employ several vehicles through which we 
communicate, we believe there is no need for the 
newsletter to be produced monthly. We hope you 
will read Page 14 and refresh yourself on how to 
get in touch with the church. 
 

North Star Deadlines 
August 15 (next one) 

November 15 
February 15 

May 15 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/donations/
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Newsletter (North Star) 
You can submit story ideas to 
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-
bulletin-and-north-star/ as well as e-mailing 
it to n.church@verizon.net. The newsletter is 
produced in March, June, September, and 
December. The next deadline is AUGUST 
15. The newsletter is available online but we 

are happy to mail it to you if you wish. 
Please call the office if you want it 
mailed to you. 
Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwil
liamsville?ref=hl 

Twitter 
 https://twitter.com/ 
Sunday Bulletin 

If you have an announcement, please e-mail 
n.church@verizon.net by noon on 
Wednesday or submit it to 
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-
bulletin-and-north-star/ 

Weekly E-mail Blasts 
This church-wide e-mail generally goes out on 
Thursday evening. If you are not receiving 
this communication but would like to, e-mail 
n.church@verizon.net to be added. 

Phone 
Your call is very important to us. We try to 
take every call but if we missed yours, please 
leave a message at 716.632.1330. We make 
every effort to return your call within 24 
hours or less.  
 
 Phone Extensions: 

21  Office/Cynthia Machamer 
22 Bill Hennessy/Pastor 
26 Mike Callaghan/Facilities  

 24 Marlene Harrington/Music 
29 Karen Thomas/Bookkeeper 
631-0979 Resource Center 
       

The staff members listed below do not keep regular office 
hours and cannot be reached at the church with their own 
extensions; however, you may leave a message for them with 
the office administrator: Olivia Ebsary, dance; Tara Martin, 
web; Regina Koteras, childcare; Mack Barker, shared youth 
director; and Kim Will, Sunday school coordinator.  
 

 

Contact Information 
300 North Forest Rd., Williamsville, NY 14221, 

(716) 632-1330; fax (716) 632-1332 
Office Hours: M-Th: 8:30-4:00; F: 8:30-12:30; 

www.northchurchwilliamsville.org 
E-mail: n.church@verizon.net 

 

 

“Followers of Jesus called together 

in faith, hope and love.” 
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