
 



North Presbyterian Church 
7th Sunday after Pentecost 
July 23, 2017—9:30 a.m. 

 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD 
 

Prelude    Aria    Karg-Elert arr. Pasquet 
 

*Welcome. You are invited to sit in a pew or chair, or on the floor as you are comfortable. 
Congregation remains seated throughout the entire service. The style of music is meditative 
and comes from the worship of the Taizè Community in France. The short phrases are sung 
over and over. Feel free to join in, or remain in listening silent communion. Throughout the 
service, as we are singing or during the silence, all are invited to come forward to light a 
candle. 

 

Greeting, Welcome, and Opportunities for Discipleship   
 Welcome to our guests and visitors! We invite you, if you feel comfortable, to 

introduce yourself at this time. We are glad you are here. We also invite you to join 
us in the Dickinson Room for lemonade following worship.  

Everyone—please silence your cell phones. 
 

 
 



Scripture Reading        Romans 8:12-25 
 

Silent Reflection  
(For the silence: The whole creation is groaning to give birth. What is being born 
within me? When I have no words for prayer, can I hear the Spirit’s sighs within me?) 

 

In the Lord I’ll be Ever Thankful 

 
Passing the Peace 
 

Scripture Reading Genesis 28:10-19a 
 
Silent Reflection 

(For the silence: Jacob wanders into God’s house while fleeing his brother Esau. 
When have I discovered God’s presence in difficult circumstances?) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Nothing Can Trouble 
 

 
 

Prayers of the People 

 
WE RESPOND AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD 

 

Offering  Offertory: Prayer           Salome arr. Pasquet 
  

 
 



Doxology               Sing Praises All You Peoples 

              
  

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer 
One: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up to the Lord. 

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

One:  We offer you praise… teaches us, saying: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 
 
 



Come and Fill   

                         
Scripture Reading        Matthew 13:24-30 
 

Silent Reflection  
(For the silence: The wheat and the weeds grow alongside one another. When I find 
them both within myself, what happens when I try to uproot the weeds? How can I 
learn to accept them both and trust God to sort them out?) 

  

 



WE DISPERSE TO SERVE GOD IN THE WORLD 
 

Charge  Live in Charity 

 
 

Benediction    
 

Postlude Peace I Leave with You                            Pasquet 
 

  *Those who are able, please stand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Today’s Service: Prayer and Song in Taizé 
 

Taizé is a tiny village hidden away in the hills of Burgundy, in the eastern part 

of France, not far from the town of Cluny. Since 1940 it has been the home of an 

ecumenical community of brothers whose prayer, three times each day, is at the 

center of their lives. Today, Taizé is a place to which visitors of all ages and 

backgrounds come on pilgrimage to participate in international meetings of prayer, 

song and reflection. 

 Taizé’s vocation is to strive for communion among all. From its beginnings, 

the community has worked for reconciliation among Christians split apart into 

different denominations. But the brothers do not view reconciliation among 

Christians as the end itself: it concerns all of humanity, since it makes the church a 

place of communion for all. 

 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-700789. Copyright ©Ateliers et Presses de Taizé 
(France), G.I.A. Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 USA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Calendar of Events/300 North Forest Road 
Sunday, July 23  Taize 

9:30am Worship/Sanctuary 

10:30 Adult Ed./Lib. 

 Lemonade hour/DR 

Monday, July 24 

No Dress-a-Girl today 

Tuesday, July 25 

8:00am Prepare FONP/Kit. 

4:30pm Serve FONP 

Wednesday, July 26 

10:15am Chair yoga/Chapel 

1:00pm Book group/Lib. 

7-8pm Mindfulness/Chapel 

Thursday, July 27 

10:30-11:30am Interfaith Playgroup/nursery 

Saturday, July 29 

10am-2pm Walk Off 

Hunger/Williamsville 

Sunday, July 30 

9:30am Worship/Sanctuary 

10:30 Adult Ed./Lib. 

 Lemonade hour/DR 

Wednesday, August 2 

10:15am Chair yoga/Chapel 

Sunday, August 6 Communion 

9:30am Worship/Sanctuary 

10:30 Adult Ed./Lib. 

 Lemonade hour/DR 

 

Monday, August 7 

All day Darien Lake trip, club 4,5,6 

6:00pm Session/WH 

Wednesday, August 9 

10:15am Chair yoga/Chapel 

Thursday, August 10 

10:30-11:30am Interfaith Playgroup/nursery 

Sunday, August 13 

9:30am Worship/Sanctuary 

10:30 Adult Ed./Lib. 

 Lemonade hour 

4-7pm Interfaith picnic/Shir 

Shalom 

6:30pm Casual Cruise for a 

Cause/Buffalo waterfront  

 

 

 

Want to see more calendar events? Go to 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-

and-north-star/. If you see an error or want to add 

an event, please e-mail n.church@verizon.net.  

EGA—Embroidery Guild 

DR—Dickinson Room  

FJC—Family Justice Center 

FONP—Friends of Night People 

Kit—Kitchen 

LE3—Before and After School Program 

Lib—Library 

Ofc—Office 

RC—Resource Center  

WCF—Williamsville Christian Fellowship 

WH—Westminster Hall 

 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
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Clothes to Nigeria 

This is the last Sunday we are accepting gently used clothes (to be worn in warm weather), 

sneakers, or shoes for men, women, and children for the people of Nigeria. Thank you for 

your donations. 

 

Save the Date: Tales for Tails! 

Children of all ages are invited to join us on Saturday, Aug. 19, from 9:00 a.m.-noon as we 

welcome furry, adoptable friends from Furever Friends of WNY for a “read to me” event. Kids 

should bring their favorite book or two to read to the animals and an inexpensive, new treat 

or toy we will donate to the SPCA for their work in rescuing animals. Children under the age 

of 4 should be accompanied by an adult. We kindly ask that family pets be left at home for 

this event. Questions? Call the church office at 632-1330. 

 

Thank You, North! 

THANK YOU! We are very pleased by the generous response to this year’s Veterans Mission 

campaign for our friends at the VA Medical Center in Buffalo. Thank you for responding from 

your hearts. Because of you, we are able to provide the recreation therapist at Willow Lodge 

with just over $1,500 to use at her discretion to provide those special, extra treats for the 

residents on the 9th floor. All money received goes to purchase gift cards for such things as 

pizza parties, donuts, and other spur-of-the-moment goodies. 

 

Chair Yoga with Olivia 

Grab a friend and head (to) North for chair yoga! Our favorite instructor, Olivia Ebsary, will 

lead us in a 50-minute, free class in the air-conditioned chapel. No experience necessary. We 

provide the chairs! Classes will be offered from 10:15-11:00 a.m. July 19-Aug. 30. Everyone is 

welcome! Questions? E-mail oliviaebsary@gmail.com. 

 

Friends of Night People: Servers Needed 

We need at least six people to go to Friends (FONP) on Hudson St. in Buffalo to serve the 

meal on Tuesday, July 25. Volunteers need to arrive between 4:30 and 5 and are finished 

mailto:oliviaebsary@gmail.com


about 7 p.m. Young people 14 ½ and older are welcome without a supervising adult; 

younger volunteers need to be accompanied by an adult. Contact Ann Eisenlord, 632-7487 or 

anneisenlord@roadrunner.com to volunteer. 

 

Adult Fellowship Opportunity—All Aboard! 

Grab a friend or two and join Journey’s End and Casual Cruise for a Cause on Sunday, August 

13, from 6:30-9:00 p.m. to set sail on the Grand Lady for a marvelous two-hour trip on 

Buffalo’s waterfront with music, light snacks, and a cash bar. Of the $28 per person ticket 

price, $10 goes directly to Journey’s End. You can make a difference and have a fun-filled 

night with friends! Hurry and register now at 

https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/grandlady/items/10825/availability/50426235/book/ 

before the Grand Lady fills up! 

 

Cereal, Tuna, and PB&J, Oh My! 

The folks at University Presbyterian Church (UPC) have asked us to thank all of you for your 

generous support of its food pantry. The Mission Committee echoes their gratitude. You have 

responded to our request to regularly bring donations of non-perishable food.  

 

Summer is a difficult time for food pantries; folks go on vacation and donations decrease. 

Children who have been in school all year are now home for breakfast and lunch. The UPC 

food pantry needs our help once again. 

 

Usually the easiest way for us to help is to send a check from the Mission budget or the 

Turkey Basket Fund, but not this year. The Mission budget has been greatly reduced, and 

although we still will be using excess funds in the Turkey Basket Fund for hunger-related 

needs, everything will be stretched further—a lot further. And then there is the big question 

of the federal budget. 

 

Therefore the Mission Committee is asking the congregation of North Church to respond as 

they always have to specific needs. We need you to keep items for the food pantry on your 

mailto:anneisenlord@roadrunner.com
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grocery shopping list and to purchase something(s) every week. Especially needed are cereal, 

peanut butter, jelly, spaghetti sauce and pasta, canned tuna, and canned vegetables and fruit. 

If you buy it and bring it to church with you on a Sunday, the Mission Committee will take 

donations to UPC. Thank you as always for your overwhelming generosity! 

 

Interfaith Congregational Picnic 

Everyone is invited to an interfaith congregational picnic at Congregation Shir Shalom on 

Sunday, Aug. 13, from 4-7 p.m. It will be held in the picnic grove at 4660 Sheridan Dr., 

Williamsville. There will be activities for children and opportunity to discuss the topic “A 

covenant between Jews and Presbyterians in pursuit of a more just world: Israel, Palestine, 

Divestment, and Longing for Peace.” For the picnic, hot dogs, hamburgers, and veggie 

burgers will be provided. Please bring a dish to pass. (Please avoid pork and shellfish.) 

Donations of paper towels/bathroom tissue, toothpaste etc. will be gratefully accepted for the 

Town Square Food pantry. RSVP by Aug. 10 to Congregation Shir Shalom at 633-8877. 

 

Join Sarah Circle on a Mission Project with Harvest House 

“Bottles for Babies” helps more than 5,800 children in our community. Beginning in mid-June 

there will be bottles available for you to take and fill with loose change and bring back to 

church by the beginning of November. 

 

Faith Formation and Bible Study for Adults 

Join us for Bible study in the New Testament book of Hebrews on one or more summer 

Sundays at around 10:30 a.m. in the library. We will hang our study around the topics in the 

2017-18 PW/Horizons Bible Study Cloud of Witnesses, by Melissa Bane Sevier.  

 

Bible study in the resource center  

The study of The Parables of Jesus will resume in the fall. 

 

 

 



Interfaith Playgroup 

Babies and toddlers, with their caregivers, are invited to an Interfaith Playgroup on select 

Thursdays this summer. Join us in the nursery at North Church from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. on 

July 27; and August 10 & 24. No formal agenda is planned. Our goal is making friends 

among all of God's children. (Note: caregivers must stay with their children. This is not a 

drop-off activity.) 

 

Book Groups 

Everyone is welcome to come to a book group discussion.  

July 26, 1:00 p.m. 

The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane by Lisa See 

August 16, 10:00 a.m. 

Dodge City: Wyatt Earp, Bat Masterson, and the Wickedest Town in the American West by 

Tom Clavin 

August 23, 1:00 p.m. 

Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly 

Sept. 20, 10:00 a.m. 

Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis by J.D. Vance 

 

Walk Off Hunger in Williamsville 

The Food Bank of WNY’s10th Annual Walk Off Hunger will be held from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. on 

Saturday, July 29, at Island Park in Williamsville. This fun, family-friendly event is hosted by 

Calvary Episcopal Church and Congregation Shir Shalom.  Walk Off Hunger is a two-mile 

scenic walk through the Village of Williamsville and is followed by a festival full of children’s 

activities, musical entertainment, bounce houses, raffles, food, and refreshments. All proceeds 

from Walk Off Hunger will benefit the Food Bank of WNY. Register at 

https://www.foodbankwny.org/event/10th-annual-walk-off-hunger/.  

 

 

 

https://www.foodbankwny.org/event/10th-annual-walk-off-hunger/


Save the Date: Learn Together about Systemic Racism Workshop by Crossroads 

Saturday, Oct. 21, from 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. at Gates Presbyterian Church, Rochester 

The purpose of this workshop is to explore racism as a systemic, institutional problem of 

power that goes beyond personal prejudice. The workshop is free, thanks to funding and 

encouragement from the Synod of the Northeast. Participants will be introduced to a 

strategic methodology that can assist people to effectively organize to dismantle racism in 

their institutions. Workshop leaders are ministers who are trainer/organizers from Crossroads 

Anti-Racism Organizing and Training. Lunch and snacks will be served. Carpooling is 

encouraged. As the event gets closer, we will register together as a presbytery. Watch for 

more details. 

 

From the Mission Committee: reuse and recycle 

Too much stuff at your house? We all have more stuff than we need, but if you throw it away, 

it will sit in landfill for years. There are many agencies that welcome your gently used items.  

Our directory has been updated to let you know where these agencies are and what items 

they accept. Reusing and recycling may be a bit more work than tossing things, but it will 

benefit others in our community and be better for the environment. There are printed copies 

available on church bulletin boards. This directory is posted on the church website under 

Mission Activities – How You Can Help. Scroll down to Directory of Donation Sites. 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/mission-and-outreach-activities/how-you-canhelp/ 

 

  



Mission Statement 

Brought together by our shared faith in  

Jesus Christ, 

Called by God to live as faithful disciples, 

Blessed by our diverse gifts and experiences, 

We commit ourselves to: 

Worship together, 

Teach and learn from one another, 

Nurture each other with care and love, and 

Reach out in ministry and mission to  

the world. 

Minister: The Rev. William Hennessy Coordinator: Byron Mohlke 
Pianist: Marlene Harrington  Readers: Sue D’Angelo, Chris Gunther, Bill Townsend 

Lock-up: Byron Mohlke   Ushers: Duncan Hemink, Joanne Hickey 

Cantor: Marty Shafer   Counters: Bill Clark, Dale Suckow 

Violinist: Emily Greetham 

 

Visitors—You are important to us. Please fill out a visitor card and put it in the offering plate 

if you wish to be contacted. You may also approach an usher—likely wearing a yellow ribbon 

today—to find out more about North Church.  

Ministers: The Congregation 

Pastor/Head of Staff: The Rev. William T. Hennessy Coordinator of Sacred Arts: Olivia Ebsary 

Administrative Assistant: Cynthia Machamer Bookkeeper: Karen Thomas 

Facilities Coordinator: Mike Callaghan Childcare Supervisor: Regina Koteras 

Director of Music, Organist: Marlene Harrington Webmaster: Tara Martin 

Director of Music, Children & Youth: Marty Shafer Sunday School Administrator: Kimberly Will 

Shared Youth Director: Mack Barker Musical Assistant: Kurt Ebsary 

 

 

 

 

 



Elders (Session) 

Clerk of Session: Sylvia Bigler 

 

Class of 2018 

Joe Alber 

Ralph Doerzbacher 

Bill Ervin 

Carol Meyers 

 

Class of 2019 

Bill Clark 

Sue D’Angelo 

Shevaun Donelli O’Connell 

Scott Marshall 

Marsha Villano 

 

Class of 2020 

Keith Alford 

Anselm George 

Warren Marcus 

Rob Powell 

 

 

Deacons 

Moderator: Glenn Hopkins 

 

Class of 2018 

Glenn Hopkins 

Shirley Mazourek 

Garry Ostermeier 

Pam Ostermeier 

 

Class of 2019 

Karen Hopkins 

Connie Littlewood 

Sheridan Skura 

Carol Suckow 

 

Class of 2020 

Cam Cowan 

Olivia Ebsary 

Irene Harbison 

Heather Randall 

 

 

 

Sunday school begins on September 10. 

 

 


