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“White people must be willing to have hard 

conversations, conversations that make us 

uncomfortable, to help us come to terms with the 

presence and effects of white privilege.”—Pastor Bill 

 

The Reality of White Privilege…and 

What We Can Do to Combat Racism  
 

 

he weekend of August 11 a spectacle was 
held that I’ve only ever seen in 
documentaries with grainy footage. A rally 

took place in Charlottesville, Virginia, led by 
members of a loosely affiliated group known as the 
“alt-right.” It’s made up of a variety of hate groups 
including the KKK, neo-Nazis, and several other 
white supremacist and white nationalist 
organizations. 
They claimed to be 
there to protest the 
removal of a statue 
of General Robert 
E. Lee from a park 
in Charlottesville, 
but based on their 
chants and their 
rhetoric their 
purpose went 
much deeper than 
that.  
 
 

 

We’ve seen in the last two years or so a growing 
surge of overt racism in our society that targets 
African Americans, Jews, Muslims, immigrants and 
refugees, and at times anyone whose last name 
sounds foreign and has the audacity to voice a 
critical opinion. It’s been a very sad display of 
anger and resentment, and it’s hard to know where 
to begin in response.  

 
Here at North we 
have been 
educating 
ourselves about 
the reality of 
white privilege 
and what we can 
do to combat 
racism in our 
community. 
There are several 
books in our 
library that are 
informative and 

T 



2 

 

 

 

 

 

helpful: Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi 
Coates; Waking Up White by Debbi Irving; The New 
Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander. These books help 
provide awareness of the ways race has been used 
in our country to shape policy and create an 
environment that denies people of color, especially 
Hispanic and African Americans, access to 
opportunities for wealth and upward mobility. 
 
Many of us who are white find it hard to believe 
that these conditions exist. We thought that with 
the end of segregation in our schools and public 
places, 
the repeal 
of Jim 
Crow 
laws and 
the 
passage of 
the Civil 
Rights Act 
and 
Voting 
Rights Act 
in the 
‘60s, all 
of that 
was 
behind us. 
But it’s 
become more and more evident that you really 
cannot legislate bigotry out of people. Change of 
that kind can only come from within. It can only 
come through open conversation and relationships 
of caring. Certainly eradicating the most egregious 
examples of systemic racism is important, but 
changing people’s hearts takes something else.  
 

Being educated in the history and reality of racism 
is an important way to begin. White people must 
be willing to have hard conversations, 
conversations that make us uncomfortable, to help 
us come to terms with the presence and effects of 
white privilege. It’s not a pleasant process but it’s 
the only way I know of moving us forward toward 
a more egalitarian society and healing our racist 
past.  
 
One opportunity to have that conversation is 
coming up in October. On Saturday, October 21, a 

workshop is 
being held in 
Rochester, NY, 
at Gates 
Presbyterian 
Church titled 
“Unite against 
Racism.” This is 
sponsored by 
the Presbyteries 
of Western NY, 
Genesee Valley, 
Geneva, and 
Utica. It’s being 
led by 
Crossroads 
Antiracism 
Organizing and 

Training. I’m hopeful North will have a large group 
going to be part of this training. (See next page for 
ways to register and participate in carpooling.) 
 

Bigotry and hatred will never really go away, I 
suppose, but we must do all we can to recognize it 
in ourselves and resist it wherever it arises. We 
long for a time when hatred will be no more, when 
“steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; 
righteousness and peace will kiss each other.”  
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(Ps. 85:11) We are called to do God’s work 
toward that end, to be on the side of compassion 
and justice. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Bill 

 

WORKSHOP/CARPOOLING 
Crossroads Workshop: Intro. to Systemic Racism 
Saturday, October 21 
9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Gates Presbyterian Church 
Rochester, NY 
 
To sign up, you may choose an option below: 
Call North Presbyterian Church at 716.632.1330 
to register and sign up for carpooling.  
 
OR 
 
Register online for the workshop only at 
https://pbygenval.org/crossroads-workshop/ 
 

(Deadline: October 8) 

 
Labor Day 
The office is closed on Monday, September 4, to 
celebrate Labor Day. 

 
New Season for Choirs 
Adult Choir will gather at 7 p.m. on Thursday, 
Sept. 7, in the Dickinson Room for a “welcome 
back” time. Rehearsal will follow at approximately 
7:30 in the choir room. New singers are welcome 
to join us. 
 

Celebration Ringers will resume their season on 
Thursday, Sept. 14 in the bell rehearsal room. 

 
New Sunday 

Schedule  
(begins) 

September 10 
8:30 a.m.  
Worship/Chapel 

9:15   
Bible study/Resource 

Center 
10:00  Worship/Sanctuary  

Sunday school/North basement  
(combined north and south classes) 
11:15-11:45  
Light lunch/Westminster Hall (for those who 
signed up to attend Opioid Workshop) 
12-2pm   
Opioid Workshop/Westminster Hall 
 
Please note: the nursery in the south wing will be staffed 
during both worship services. 

 

Sunday School Schedule 
(New time: 10:00 a.m.) 

September 10  
September 24 
October 1  
October 15 
October 22  
November 5  
November 19 
December 3  
December 10 

 

https://pbygenval.org/crossroads-workshop/
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The Opioid Crisis and You 
You are invited to a free workshop at North on 
Sunday, September 10, from noon to 2 p.m., 
sponsored in partnership with the Buffalo Police 

Department, 
the Erie County 
Department of 
Health, and 
Horizon 
Health and 
Evergreen 
Health 
services. 

(Participants 
must be age 16 and older.) 

After the workshop you will be able to: 

 Understand the severity of the crisis in our 
own backyard; 

 Recognize the signs and symptoms of an 
opioid overdoes; 

 Properly administer naloxone; and 

 Know the necessary follow-up steps. 
 

For North Church folks, join us for a light lunch 
preceding the workshop from 11:15-11:45 a.m. You 
may register online for the workshop at 
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/2017/07/30/t
he-opioid-crisis-and-you/ . You may register for the 
workshop and lunch by calling the church office at 
716.632.1330. 

 
Register for Service Sunday 
Service Sunday—September 17—is a joint effort 
this year of North and University Presbyterian 
churches. We’ll join together for worship then 
disperse for service activities in Buffalo and 

Amherst. Service Sunday is designed to exemplify 
how worship and service are tied together. We 
gather for worship to be rejuvenated and refreshed 
through song, prayer, and scripture. Then we go 
out into the world to be the body of Christ, using 
our talents to serve others. There are service 
opportunities for all physical abilities. We hope you 
will join us.  
 
Visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/service-
sunday-2017-registration-36641716360 for more 

information. There are 
booklets available as 
well. We encourage you 
to register online, but 
there are also 
registration forms in the 
booklet. Call the church 
office at 632-1330 if you 

have questions. REMEMBER TO WEAR A RED 
SHIRT ON THE DAY OF THE EVENT! 
 
 

Women’s Circles 
Martha Circle and Sarah Circle begin again in 
September. Martha Circle meets the second 
Tuesday of each month at 1:00 p.m. at North 
Church. Sarah Circle meets the second Wednesday 
of each month at 7:30 p.m. at a member’s home. 

 
Adult Education Bible Study 
This study will resume on Sunday, September 10, 
at 9:15 a.m., in the Resource Center. We will 
study the Sunday lectionary. The study leaders are 
volunteers. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/2017/07/30/the-opioid-crisis-and-you/
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/2017/07/30/the-opioid-crisis-and-you/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/service-sunday-2017-registration-36641716360
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/service-sunday-2017-registration-36641716360
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Chiavetta’s Fundraiser 
Come on out to North Church on Wednesday, 
September 27, between 3 and 7 p.m. and enjoy a 
delicious dinner. Presale tickets will be available 
and a limited supply of at-the-door tickets as well. 
Stay tuned for how to buy tickets and how to help 
out for this fundraiser to benefit the church. 
 

Dress-a-Girl Begins Again 
Seamstresses, doll makers, ironers, cutters, and 
runners: come sew with us! We'll be meeting in 
Westminster Hall Monday, September 25, from 
4:00-8:00 p.m. Stay for the whole time or for as 
long as you can. Please bring a salad ingredient for 
our build-a-salad supper. Dessert and beverages 
will be provided. Dress-a-Girl meets the fourth 
Monday of each month.  

 
Friends of Night People 
We serve a meal at Friends of Night People at 394 
Hudson St., Buffalo, the fourth Tuesday of every 
month. At 8:00 a.m. that day, volunteers prepare 
the meal in the kitchen at North Church. That 
evening at 5:00 volunteers help serve the meal. If 
you would like to become involved in this ministry, 
contact Barb Beall at beaschwa87@yahoo.com or 
call 716.479.5794. 
 
The annual fundraiser, Party for the People, will be 
held on Tuesday, September 26, from 5:30-9:00 
p.m. at Buffalo Iron Works, 95 Perry St., Buffalo. 
Tickets are only $25. Visit 
www.friendsofnightpeople.org to purchase tickets 
and learn more. 
 
 

 

Sympathy and Prayers 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the  
families who lost loved ones. 
Barry McAlee, December 25, 2016 

(brother of Marjorie Grisanti) 
Gary Hahn, June 26 (father of Paul Hahn) 
Janice Mertes, August 20 (longtime 
member) 

 

Celebrate Baptism! 
Theodore Vine Crandall Widdekind, born to 
Amanda Crandall and Matthew Widdekind on July 
1, 2017, was baptized on July 16, 2017.  

 
Fair Trade Rugs Event 
Ten Thousand Villages (5596 Main Street, 
Williamsville) is holding its first Fair Trade Rug 
Event. From September 27 to October 1, the store 
will be filled with fair trade rugs from Bunyaad 
Rugs. This sister organization to Ten Thousand 
Villages oversees the sales of fair trade rug line 
from Pakistan.  
 
During this event, patrons will be able to 
experience high quality heirloom rugs in all shapes 
and sizes. On Thursday, September 28, at 7 p.m., 
we will be hosting an “Intro to Rugs” event. This 
will be an opportunity for those interested to learn 
the special qualities of these fair trade rugs from the 
hand-knotting technique artisans use to make them, 
the significance rug patterns have in the local 
communities, rug care, and more.  
 
Admission is free, but we ask that you call or email 
to make a reservation 
at williamsville@tenthousandvillages.com or 716-
810-9333. 

mailto:beaschwa87@yahoo.com
https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/FriendsofNightPeople?code=joetrackingcode
about:blank
about:blank
mailto:williamsville@tenthousandvillages.com
tel:716-810-9333
tel:716-810-9333
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Above: a friend from the VA Medical 
Center in Buffalo, where we sent more 
than $1500 this year. Thank you! 

Samples will be available to view, touch, and see 
during the month of September at coffee hour at 
North Church! 

 
Summer Giving  
Thank you for your gifts to North through the 
summer. Your contributions to the operating 
budget and special offerings help the church achieve 
its goals and ministries. If you would like a 
statement of your giving to date, please request a 
donation statement from Karen Thomas, church 
accountant, or Mary Beth Karr, treasurer. You may 
call the church office at 716.632.1330 or email 
n.church@verizon.net.  
 
Per Capita reminder: It’s not too late to send in your 
Per Capita contribution of $31 per member in the 
envelope you received in the mail. This is the 
amount our congregation pays to our larger 
PC(USA) and is the glue that holds Presbyterians 
together. This fund enables us to work together to 
further the mission of Jesus Christ. Thank you! 
 

 

Thank you! Thank you!  
Thank you! 
The Mission Committee is overwhelmed with 
gratitude to all those who have supported our 
recent projects 
by donating 
school supplies, 
cookies, fruit, 
non-perishable 
food items, 
household 
goods, and 
money. Week 
after week; 
project after 
project, you are 
generous beyond 
our wildest 
dreams. 
 
Thanks to 
you, we have 
raised more 
than $1500 for 
the veteran’s 
project; provided cookies, fruit, etc. for 100 
lunches at the Journeys End summer camp; 
donated household goods water damaged by a fire 
in the apartment above that of the Eritrean family; 
purchased school supplies for several refugee 
children plus many extras for Journey’s End and 
Teacher’s Desk; and donated many, many boxes of 
cereal, jars of peanut butter and cans of tuna for 
University Presbyterian Church Food Pantry and 
the Family Justice Center satellite. 

mailto:n.church@verizon.net
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We have asked a lot of you this year and you have 
responded. We cannot thank you enough. Please 
know that your donations are much appreciated by 
all the recipients. Check the Mission kiosk for 
thank you notes and letters from the VA Hospital 
and the Family Justice Center. 
 

Too Much Stuff? 
If you have items at your house you would like to 
donate but don’t know where to donate them, the 
mission committee has compiled a useful directory 
of sites that accept your gently used items. Not 
only will you be able to declutter your home, but 
you will be able to benefit others. Check out  
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/mission-
and-outreach-activities/how-you-can-help/#sites 
for more information. There are also printed 
copies on church bulletin boards. 
 

Thanksgiving Baskets 
Each year we partner with local churches, schools 
and organizations to help feed 
families at Thanksgiving. We 
need your support as well. 
In middle to late October 
we will be asking you to 
sign up to bring food or 
supply a turkey basket. 
Thank you for your 
generosity in the past and thank 
you for your continuing support of this vital 
ministry. Watch for communications from the 
church about how you can help.  

 
 
 
 

Save the Date:  
Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner  
Everyone is invited Sunday, November 12, at 
noon, to enjoy a traditional Thanksgiving meal in 
the fellowship hall. Bring a dish to pass of your 
favorite Thanksgiving side dish or dessert. Turkey 
will be provided by the 456 group and Sunday 
school students. We need other volunteers as well. 
Please contact Kimberly Will if you can help. Call 
or text 716-957-4607. 
 

Save the Date: Alternative 
Christmas Marketplace  
North’s annual alternative marketplace will be held 
on Sunday, November 5, in the fellowship hall. 
Watch church publications for more information 
on this missions fundraiser. 
 

Change in North Star Schedule 
In an effort to better meet the needs of our church, 
we have developed a new publishing schedule for 
the newsletter. North Star will be published four 
times a year—March, June, September, and 
December. We believe that other methods of 
communication that we use—Thursday e-mail, 

Facebook, bulletin, and website—are quite 
effective in communicating messages. Because 
we employ several vehicles through which we 
communicate, we believe there is no need for 
the newsletter to be produced monthly. We 

hope you will read Page 10 and refresh yourself on 
how to get in touch with the church. 
 

North Star Deadlines 
August 15 

November 15 (next one) 
February 15 

May 15 

https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/mission-and-outreach-activities/how-you-can-help/#sites
https://northchurchwilliamsville.org/mission-and-outreach-activities/how-you-can-help/#sites
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“Children and adults can stay in their wheelchair 
to get onto the swing and enjoy swinging just like 
physically able people.” 

REMEMBERING JESS 
Our Jessica lost oxygen before birth and had 

severe cerebral palsy. Sadly, Jessica passed 

away in August 2013 at the age of 14 years 10 

months. We always kept Jessica active and tried to 

do with her things that we did with her brothers. 

She fished, camped, swam, rode in canoes and 

boats, went 

bicycle 

riding, ice 

skating, 

horseback 

riding, hiking 

in a special 

backpack, and 

more. 

 

We have learned 

over the years that 

not every child that 

has a physical 

disability has access 

to the things that we were able to help Jessica 

enjoy. We moved into our house in 2001 and it is 

next to a small Clarence town park. When we 

moved in, I spoke to the parks  

department of the possibility of a special needs 

swing in the park. Within three weeks, the swing 

that I picked out for Jessica was up in the park. I 

put a picture of Jess in the swing into the Clarence 

Bee so that other families would know that the 

swing was there. As Jessica got bigger it became 

a little more difficult to get her out of her 

wheelchair and into the swing. 

 

When Jessica passed away we started The 

JESS Fund—Jessica’s Endowment for 

Spreading Smiles—to help keep Jessica’s 

memory alive. Our goal is to help children 

and adults with physical disabilities enjoy 

activities that make them smile. We have 

donated to SABAH (see 

http://www.sabahinc.org/ for more 

information) and provided funds for a boy who 

has prosthetic legs to go to a special camp with his 

parents.  

 

 

http://www.sabahinc.org/
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We decided on a special project a year or so ago 

and held several fundraisers to raise money. The 

JESS Fund purchased a platform wheelchair swing, 

and as of the beginning of August, the swing has 

been installed at the main Clarence Town Park.  

Children and adults can stay in their wheelchair to 

get onto the swing and enjoy swinging just like 

physically able people. One little girl with cerebral 

palsy who our family knows has already enjoyed 

using the swing.  

We miss our Jessica so, so much, but it gives us joy 

to help others like Jess smile, and to keep Jessica’s 

memory, and her smiles, alive. 

 

In peace, 

Karen, Glenn, Joe, and Nick Hopkins 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos (both pages): Jessica proudly displaying her 

SABAH medals; the new swing at Clarence Town Park 
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Newsletter (North Star) 
You can submit story ideas to 
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-
bulletin-and-north-star/ as well as e-mailing 
it to n.church@verizon.net. The newsletter is 
produced in March, June, September, and 
December. The next deadline is 
NOVEMBER 15. The newsletter is available 

online but we are happy to mail it to you 
if you wish. Please call the office if you 
want it mailed to you. 
Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwil
liamsville?ref=hl 

Twitter 
 https://twitter.com/ 
Sunday Bulletin 

If you have an announcement, please e-mail 
n.church@verizon.net by noon on 
Wednesday or submit it to 
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-
bulletin-and-north-star/ 

Weekly E-mail Blasts 
This church-wide e-mail generally goes out on 
Thursday evening. If you are not receiving 
this communication but would like to, e-mail 
n.church@verizon.net to be added. 

Phone 
Your call is very important to us. We try to 
take every call but if we missed yours, please 
leave a message at 716.632.1330. We make 
every effort to return your call within 24 
hours or less.  
 
 Phone Extensions: 

21  Office/Cynthia Machamer 
22 Pastor/Bill Hennessy 
26 Facilities/Mike Callaghan 

 24 Organist/Marlene Harrington 
29 Bookkeeper/Karen Thomas 
631-0979 Resource Center 
       

The staff members listed below do not keep regular office 
hours and cannot be reached at the church with their own 
extensions; however, you may leave a message for them with 
the office administrator: Olivia Ebsary, sacred arts; Tara 
Martin, web; Regina Koteras, childcare; Mack Barker, 
shared youth director; and Kim Will, Sunday school 
coordinator.  
 

 

Contact Information 
300 North Forest Rd., Williamsville, NY 14221, 

(716) 632-1330; fax (716) 632-1332 
Office Hours: M-Th: 8:30-4:00; F: 8:30-12:30; 

www.northchurchwilliamsville.org 
E-mail: n.church@verizon.net 

 

 

“Followers of Jesus called together 

in faith, hope and love.” 

http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
mailto:n.church@verizon.net
https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville?ref=hl
https://www.facebook.com/northchurchwilliamsville?ref=hl
mailto:n.church@verizon.net
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
http://northchurchwilliamsville.org/weekly-bulletin-and-north-star/
mailto:n.church@verizon.net
file:///C:/Users/NPC/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Word/www.northchurchwilliamsville.org
mailto:n.church@verizon.net

