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 Jesus taught with the use of parables. He told stories as a way of helping his listeners 

engage their imaginations as they began thinking about the kingdom of God. Much like Socrates 

who used questions as a way of helping his students discover answers to life’s questions within 

themselves, Jesus seems to have believed that the people around him had the capacity to discern 

the kingdom around them if only they had the eyes to see and ears to hear. 

 

 On the surface Jesus’ parables seem pretty mundane. He uses real life situations and 

activities that aren’t likely to surprise anyone. But when you look at them more closely, it’s not 

long before certain elements start to jump out. These are not simple stories with clear, neat 

meanings.  

 

 Take this one about the farmer, for instance. This Sunday’s lectionary actually includes 

Jesus’ explanation for this parable which comes a few verses later. I left that part out, so I could 

focus just on the story itself. The first thing that seems odd about it, if you have any experience 

with farming, is how random the farmer is with his seed. What kind of a farmer just throws seed 

in every direction without any concern for where it will land? And why is some of it being 

thrown on the road, some of it in the rocks, some in the thorns and some on fertile ground? What 

at first glance sounds like a simple story about sowing seeds really doesn’t make any sense at all. 

 

 But that’s the point of the kingdom of heaven. It’s not like our world. It’s a world where 

trees clap their hands and hills burst into song. It’s a world where farmers are lavish with their 

seeds and nothing is left uncovered. In his book Kingdom, Grace, Judgment that explores Jesus’ 

parables, Robert Capon sees the different types of ground as representing different kinds of 

people in the world. God’s word falls on everyone just the same but doesn’t have the same effect 

everywhere it lands. I’m inclined to think of those different types of ground applying to all of us 

at one time or another. There are times in my life when God’s presence doesn’t make much of an 

impression, when things can’t take root very deeply and nothing can grow. You may feel that 

way from time to time, too.  

 

 But maybe where it falls isn’t as important as how lavishly the seed is thrown. In the 

kingdom of heaven there’s always more to go around. There’s an abundance beyond our 

imaginations. What God offers isn’t something to be hoarded; we don’t have to worry there may 

not be enough to go around. It’s like love in a family. The more there are, the greater the capacity 

to love. That’s an abundance a lot of us have trouble getting our minds around. We fear that if 

we spend too much of our resources in one area we won’t have what we need in another. So we 

make our plans based on scarcity; we do as little as we can; we become timid and fearful of 

change.  

 

 Jesus invites us to experience the world differently, to view things from the perspective 

of God’s kingdom. To do that we have to see and hear things in a new way. He says, “Let 

anyone with ears, listen!” It’s not that this is secret knowledge, this new perspective, it’s just not 



very easy to adopt. We doubt our own ability to step into the kingdom. Jesus sees it in us. He 

sees within us the capacity to live a new way, to, as e.e. cummings would say, “have the eyes of 

our eyes opened; the ears of our ears unstopped.”  

 

 And what happens when we do? We see ourselves in a new way. We see the need for 

deeper meaning in our lives, the need for a stronger sense of God’s presence. And we see others 

in the world as they are. No longer as enemies or allies, no longer as threats or assets or 

commodities. We see others as sisters and brothers struggling for meaning just as we are. With 

new ears we can hear the needs of people who are broken and lost, seeking refuge and a home. 

We can welcome without fear and allow abundance to shape our actions and not scarcity.  

 

 That doesn’t mean every effort we make will have the affect we hope. When we’re 

thrown into the world we sometimes land on rocky ground. see what happened there? Suddenly 

we’re the seed that’s being sown; we’re God’s word in the world! That’s what happens when we 

step into the kingdom. We become something new. God uses us as agents of change; God uses 

us to bring growth, to spread God’s presence.  

 

 Because for those who can listen the world is not what it could be. For those who can 

listen what happens with the lives of refugees, with healthcare for people who are poor, with 

neighbors who are targeted for bigotry is more than politics. These are moral concerns that speak 

to the core of our society. When Jesus spoke of God’s kingdom he wasn’t talking about some 

fantasy in the hereafter. He was talking about the world we live in now. He was goading the 

people around him to see their world anew, to imagine a world of justice, generosity and 

compassion to replace injustice, bigotry and fear.  

 

 Our challenge is to allow ourselves to be thrown into the world as seeds of justice, 

compassion and generosity no matter where we might land. We’re invited to become the 

presence of God even as we discern God’s presence all around us. As Paul says, “It is no longer I 

who live, but Christ who lives in me.” In that spirit we and God’s kingdom become one. Or as 

Teresa of Avila has said: “Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but 

yours. Yours are the eyes through which he looks compassion on this world. Yours are the feet 

with which he walks to do good. Yours are the hands through which he blesses all the world. 

Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his body. Christ has no body 

now on earth but yours.” Those who have ears…Listen! 

Amen 
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